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CHAPTER I. 

1777 — 1776. 

At^bvti/me. — Prnoiial Di»pfUc9. — DnJie qf Devom^ 

Burke’n qf a Frte Governmmt, 

— Ham. — Th9 ChritHan Ref'tlaticn. — Munge 

Ctmphell. — Dt. TVjffor'# BuU-dog. — Aittjp at 
fday."^ Memory.—Roekenter'* Pomnit,—Pnot, 
JlypmAotiUrut. — BofAt. — Hormr and flrgH, — 
Lord Boxxm. — Topham Beauderk. — Cramgtr'i 
'* Odf »» Soldude.” Muaie.-^ IIappin*g$.-^ Va- 

ture SMc.—-iSlatv T^rMr.—Amemran Iniependenre. 

— Cormpfitmof Parliament.— Phnting.— “ Odiitty 
t/oftiwon." — XV('/««n of tba Nrgro Cutur.Mr. 
Sauitiera IFclck.Jdvtoe to T^vdlert. ^ Corre. 
apondoMt!. 

On Moaday, September ^S., ^hen breakfb^t, I 
unguardedly said to Dr. Jofansooi “I hS^Ii 1 sau 
you and Macaulay together." He grew very 
angry; and. after a pausej while a cloud gathoTi'd 
on 1^ brow, he burst outf ** No^ Sir; you would 
not see us quarrel, to make you t>port Don't you 
know that it ii eery voclvil to pit tw'o people against 
voii.. vii. a 
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Theo. dierking liiiusdf, and 
gentle, be adde<k “ I do not sajr you 
■d or drowned for this; but H is 
iciviL" Dr. Taylor fought him in the 
wrong, aad apoko to him pnrotely of it; but I 
afllerwa^ aektiowledgod Johnson that 1 was to 
blamo, for 1 candidly owned, that 1 meant to ex¬ 
press a desire to sec a contest between Mrs. Ma¬ 
caulay and hhn; but then l*knew how the contest 
would end; so that I wa^ to sco him triumph. 
Johnson. ** Sir, }ou cannot be sure how a contest 
will end; and no man has a right to engage tuo 
people in a dispute by 'nhi4;h their pa^ions may he 
inflamed, and they may part with bitter resentment 
against each other. I would sooner keep company 
with a roan from whom 1 mu'.t guard my pockets, 
than with a man who contrives to bring me into 
a dispute with somebody tlmt he may hear it. 
This is the great fault of —- (•) (naming one of 
our firiends), endeavouring to introduce a subject 
upon which he knows two people in the company 
differ.” Boswbli.. **But ho told roe, Sir, ho docs 
it for instruction.” Johnson. “ Whatever the 
motive be. Sir, the man who does so, does very 
wrong. He has no more right to instruct himself 
at su^ risk, than he has to make two people fight 
a duel, that he may learn how to defend himself." 

He found great fault witli a gentleman of our 

Mr. Lsactm ia no doubt, mtant here, snd m tbs next 
S«e As aflur of the 7Kh lUsy, 1773 (VoL 111. 
d aSk, Vol. IV. p, M.); «hns As reader will And (ht 
nwar JehssoD'a £t«^ueot irstAil NcuiTsacs to thu com- 
tktlnc.*-C 



Mtm. ASRBODSNB. ft 

acqowtaDco for l^eirinc & btd table. ^ Slr^* 4 i|i 4 
be, ** when a man 2| mvite4 to dinner be ia dilap* 
pointed if be do^s not gi^eometbiog good, fadviind 
Mrs. Thnie, who lias no caii^-parties at her btbuet 
io give sweetmeats, bnd suob good things, in an 
evening, as are not oomn||onlj given, and she would 
tind company enough come to her» fur e>ery body 
loves to have things which please the palate put in 
their way, w ithout troubV' or pn'paration.” Such, was 
hts attention to the nttH •tir of life and manners. 

Hethub characterised the Duke of l)cvonsl)ire(‘)y 
graiidfotht'r of the present n-presenlative of that 
\er}’ respectable family; ^'Ile uas not a man of 
9U])crior abilities, but he was a man hliietl} tdilhfol 
to liis word. If, for instaucc, ho luul promist d you 
dll acorn, and none liad grown Uiat year in his 
woodfr, he would not have conteutod him«>eli witii 
that excuse: he would base sent to Denmaik for 
it. So unconditional was he in keeping liis woid; 
00 high as to the point of honour." This was a 
lilx'ral tcstiuiooy from Ibe Tory Johnson to thu 
virtue of a great Wliig nobleman. 

Mr. Burke's “ Letter to the Sherifts of Bristol, on 
the Affiurs of Amcrira,** being mentioned, Johnson 
eensured tiie composition much, and he ridicuUU 
the difinition of a free govenmont; vus^ ** For any 
practical purpose, it is what the peo^e thinks so." 
“I will let the King of France govern me on tliose 
conditions," stud he, ** for it is to be governed jtibt 
as I please." And when Dr. Tayhnr talked of a giH 
being sent to a parish workbonse, and asked how 

<1^ WiUim, third DuksofD6V6iniitrt,«bf> died in 175S 

a ft 
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mooh ibe could be obliged to work, " Wlij*** baid 

**u much m is rcstonable; andwhzuib 
ihot ? as much as sAe tkptkt n>n«ona1>le.*' 

0r, Johnson obliging^ proposed to carry me to 
see Hasn. a romasde scene,* now belonging to a 
family of the name of but fbrmeHy the seat 
of the CongrcTes.(’) I suppose it is well de¬ 
scribed in some of tbs tours. Johnson described it 
distinctly and vividly, at which 1 could not but ex¬ 
press to him my wonder; Wcaube, tliough my eyes, 
as he observed, were better than bis, I could not by 
any means crjual liiin ut representing visible objects. 
1 said, the difference betuoeo us in thi« respect was 
as that between a man uho lias a 1>ad instrument, 
but plays well ou it, and a man who has a gomi 
instrument, on u htcli he can play very imperfect \. 

I recoUeot p very fine ampbitheatto, surrounded 
t\ith iiilU eoverttl with woods, and walks neatly 
formed along tlic t»ido of a rocky steep, on the 
quarter riext tlie house, with recesses under projec¬ 
tions of rock, overiihadoVed with trees; in one df 
which recesses, wo were told, Congreve wrote his 
Baclielor.” We newed a remarkable natural 
curiosity at 11am; two rivers bursting near each 
other from the rock, not from immediate spriugs, 
but after having run for many miles under ground. 
Plottj in bis Histoiy ni btaffordshire'*(p. 69.), 

fl) Tbu is s miktaka. The PMsInd 1»ren seated at Ziam 
umc out of mind. Congrere hsd Tiwted liut family at Ilsm; 
and ku ara^ that tv th» onfk on which hti wunetuncs sat, m the 
gntdem, uwd to be khtfwn: this, Mr. Bernard Port— oo« or 
the anetani family, and now Tirar of iiam ^ tbiidcs waa the 
Mttsa oT Mr.'BosmU'a enut. C. 
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gives an aocount.of this c(mosity; but Johnsen 
would not believe it; though we the attestation 
of the gardeniT, who caid bfi had put in oorks(>) 
where the river MamffoU, ihdu into the ground, 
and bad catciied them in a net, placed before one of 
the openings where the %atcr !>urstB out. 1/ dead, 
such sabtcmi&pous course* of wanr are fouud io 
various pails of our globe. 

Talking of Dr. Joho^ams uuwillingnesa to believe 
extraordinary tilings, 1 Ventured to say, " Sir, you 
comd near Hume's argument against mindes, that 
* It is more probable witiiesseH sbouM lie, or be mi»> 
taken, tiian tlut they should happen.’*’ Jounson* 
“ Why, bir, Iluuu. t>ikiiig the proposition simply, is 
right. (*) Rnt the Christian revelation is not proved 
by the mtriielcs aloue, but as connected with pro* 
pheeies and witl) the doctrines in confirmation of 
which the uiiraeles were wrought.” 

He re^HMted his observation, that tl^e differences 
among Chrutiaos are really of no consequence 
** For instance,” said h^***if a Protestant ol^eets to 

(1) Itw gsrdencr St lUmteld mo that tt wh Johuon hiou 
wlf wbo bM jnado this eipanrarnt; but tbers i* not tbelma 
doubt «f th« ftet Ths nver unn nddcoly into tbs siKb 
bshinds bill wboTS the Tahey, sod bunts oat antn in the sane 
difsetion, end with tb« usu body of eater, about fi>ur miles 
b4«nr.>-C. 

( 2 ) See PMt’t ** n»to^ of Bteftrdabm!,* p. 8S. 

(S) This Is not qnite tnit. It a, tndosd, more probable that 
one or two ixttareAed witavaMS should then mat a nurarls 
aiiould hare happened { but that distant and ax&annected wit* 
n e a aea and oimunttaness should uodengnsdly omnir m s>i* 
dmcwif a falssbeod, •— and that Atlarii^ oos in itself un- 
BaCmaC^-inmid ba mors iBfaseulotia than say mimclo m 
8cn|iturs; and thus by Hums’s own argumoo ns bslaace of 
ombahUrty is m favour of the mimelfli — C. 

B H 
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a. * 7ou itondup im^es«' the Papist can 

amawctr, * 1 do not inaut on joui doing it; you may 
tx) a vory good Papist without it; 7 do it only as a 
help to my devotion.*” 1 Niid| the great artiflt- of 
Chriatianity ia the n^velation of iminort <lity. (') 
Johnson admitted it wns. 4 
In the evening, a gentleman fanner, ^v1Io was on 
a visit at Dr. T&jiors, attempn-d to diopute with 
.Tohttson in favour of Mui»go Campbell who 
shot Alevander, EarT of Egi^)tuuuo, upon his having 
falicn, nhen reti'catiog from his lordship, who he 
believed uaa about to «ei/c Ids gun, 8«> bo had 
(hioateued to do. He said he should have done just 
asCaoipbell did. Johnson. Whoever would do as 
Campbell dtd, deserves to I)** hanged ; not that 7 
euuld, as a juryman, have found him le^.iUv guiltv 
oi znunler; but 1 am glad the) found means to 
couvict him.’’ The goutUrudn farmer said, “ A poor 
man has as i^ch 1 onour as a rieh man ; and C'aiii].- 

(l) ^Thc bvlK'«il m tin- 

mortalitv, a7>d cicn #k M Ai u* ntuiiuuo)i. C)n< ji U i 

ot th^ Jtw'S ju <s> this MahoimdAits icWii ^. it;- 

iure <ate* On 69 ^ital ft qucstiou it nut tu nv on 
14r. Bo6wcU*tf caUoqutai ]>bniscs whteh hau* v n>i imporuitt * 
when they mppw to bft sanctioned by the atJ/ntwion of l>r. 
JohuMTt. ImmoiUlity is aMirtfd* Attd a Utouvuid 

wial blestfiiM and Dcnc/its are TOuchsaKfl l# us tijr tlia 
Cbmtian revmtion; but •* tbe great of ('hnstunny*' la 

autely t^ Aronwzwr ! C. 

(t) Cflsnphcdl termiuatod hss own life in prison. It is hai dly 
la M believed (ihouffh there was mry such a)^arance}> that 
the fiownmeot nould have permitted huH to ozeeutCHl; ibr 
j^d EgUntuune wna gmsaljrthe ami Campbell fired 

(whet^r accidentally or deagnedl) ; when in the act of fitUmg, 
ai hae0tnea*d f/vm Lotd JSgbaioune. I^ord ]M(lmtoune waa 
• Mend of Mr. Bocwclt's and the mu of the lady Hho treated 
Jatoeufi with lettering aiteAttoQ.-*8M VuU W 
fa m.^c. 
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had fhai to defend.** JcdiBson exolaiai^ A 
poi .* Ill- has no jtonouPk*^ lie English yeonian, 
not (W lyt^d proceeded 7. Eghntoime was a 
c' \' .led fool ' o i'»ii on upon ^^ampbi^ after being 
..arned that c-..<pbsll wo^ s^oct him if he did.*' 
,.>ui' . 0 , who could not bew any thing like swear> 
niigiily rrpued, He:was not a diamned fool: 
' unlf tliought too wdl of Campbell. He did not 
l>e]io\<i Campbell vrould be eueh a ^offinsd scoun> 
irel, as to do so damrt^ a thing." His emphasis on 
(lanfuedj accompanied with frowning looks, reproved 
Ins opponent's want of decorum iu /tis presence. 

Talking of the danger of being mortified by re> 
Jeetioii.wheii making approaches to t!ie acquaintance 
of the. great, 1 observed, “ I am, however, generally 
for trying, ‘Nothing venture, nothing have.’ ” Jokn- 
ON. •* Very true, Sir; but I have always b«>en more 
:ih.u<] of failing, Uiau hopeful of succf^ss." And, in- 
though he harl all just respect for rank, no 
irmn rver less' courted the favQ*»r of the great 
During this iuterviqw at Ashbourne, Johnson 
■vmod be more uniformly social, cheerful, and 
alrrt, than I hod almost ever seen hnn. He was 


prompt on great occasions and on small. Taylor, 
who praiged every thing of bis own to excess, in 
idiort, “ whose geese were all swans,” as tlm proverb 
says, expatiated on the excellence of his bult-dog, 
which he told us was “ perfectly weft edaped.” John- 
soUft a^ter examining tiie MomahMiiteiitiv^y, tiius re- 
preased the vain-glory of omf ImpI : —No, Sir, he is 
not 1 ^ shaped; .for thenis not the quick transition 
\tm the thickneseel* ^ fore<part* to the tematff 

i 
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th<' Ihin pwt b^nd> wbioh » bulMog ought to 
have.*' This was the onl^ hard w»d that * 

I beard him use during this interriow^ at>d it will 
bo obeorved, he inttaatlj pot aaothor exprcasiou in 
its place. Taylor said, a small boU-dog wim as good 
as a large one. Johnson. **Ko» Sir: for, in pro¬ 
portion to his sixe, he has strength: and yoar argu¬ 
ment would prove, that a good bull-dog may be as 
btnall as a mouse.” It was a^pazing how he entered 
with per^pieuity and keenu'^ys upon ever) tiling 
that oecunvil in conversation. Most men, whom 1 
know, would no more ^inh of discussing a question 
about a bull-dog, than of attaeLing a bull. 

1 cannot allow any figment whatever that floats 
in Biy memory concemii^ the great subj(‘Ct of this 
woi^ to be lost. Though a small particular may ^ 
pear trifling to some, it will bo relished by others; 
w hilo every little spark adds sometliing to the ge¬ 
neral blaze: and to please the tmo, candid, warm 
admirers of Johnbonsand in any degrot* increase the 
ftploiidour ot his ^putation^ 1 bid doflanco to the 
sh^Fb of ri^culo, or even of malignity. Showom 
of them have been diseliarged at my ** Journal of a 
Tottr to the Uebridee;’’ yot it btUl sails unhurt 
along the stream of time, and as an atteatFmit upon 
Johnson, 

u Pufwsf tbe trhuiqplH *04 partaken the gale.* 

One roombig after breakfast, when the son ehone 
brighia y>c walked out together, and «pored *' for 
som6 ^me with placid indolonoo upon au artifleial 
waterfall, which Dr. Taylor hod made by building a 
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BtroDg dyke of etonr across tke riTcr behind the gar¬ 
den. It was now eoiye^duit obstnictcd by branches 
of trees and other rubbishy whidi had come down 
the rirer, and settled close to it. Johnson, partly 
from a desire to soc ioplay more freely, and partly* 
from that inclmation to^ actirity which will ani¬ 
mate at times the most inert and sluggish mortal, 
took a long pole which was lying on a bank, and 
push<'d down several parcels of this wreck with 
painful a>isidaity, while ) htof>d quietly by, wonder¬ 
ing to behold tlic sage thus curiously employed, 
and smiling with a humorous satie-iaction each 
time when he carried bis point, lie woikod till he 
was quite out of breath; and linving found a targe 
dead cat so heavy that be could not move it after 
several ciTorts, **Come,** said he (throwing down 
the pole), “you shall take it now;" which I accord- 

^ly did, aud being a Aresh man, soon made the eat 
'umble over the cascade. This may be laughed at 
as too triflmg to record; bat it is a small charac- 
tenstio init in the Flemish picture which 1 give of 
my friend* aud in which, therefore,*! mark the most 
minute partlealars. And let it be remembered, 
th»t. «<,|^p at play” it one of the instructive apo¬ 
logues of antiquity. 

1 mentioned an old gentleman of our acqiuintauee 
whose memory was beginning to faU. Johnson. 

There matt be a diseased mind where there is a 
failure of memory at seventy. A mau's bead, Sir, 

must be morbid if he tSiilt so soon.'* 0) friend, 

% 

0) FmltsUy Boswell's Atbcr,Tiord Aurhinleok.wtsmesat { 
bat this u ODS of tboss noUnt aad sbsurd ssswtiau lato 
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bciog l^«r btnsHK^f Bixty^eight, might tiiinL thus: 
htH I thot tkneteort ten, the pMlmist’t 

poiiod of Bound human life in later ages, may ha>o 
n failure, though there be no diseaee m tliu cou^ti* 
Vution. 

Talking of ItoehesterB^oems, he satd he had 
given them to Mr, Steevens to mtrate (') tor the 
edition of the poets, to uhieh be was to write pn - 
&oeB. Dr. Ts}lor (the ouly time I ever heard him 
Bay any thing v itty) (^) observed, that “ if lloch<>s> 
ter had been castrated himbelf, hU exet ptionablo 
poems would not have been written.” 1 asked if 
Burnet had not given a good life of Rochester. 
.Tohnson. ** We have a good Death ; there is not 
much Life*' I asked whether Prior's poems wtri 
to be printed entire: Johnson said they were. 1 
mentioned Lord Ilailes’s censure of Piior, in his 
preface to a collection of “ Sacred Poems,” by va> 
lious hands, puUishcd by him at Edinburgh a great 
many years ago, where hr mentions those impure 
tales which will be the eternal opprobrium of their 
ing:emonB auUior.” Johnson. “ Sir, Lord Hailes 
has forgot. There is nothing in Prior that will < x- 
cite to lewdness. If l4ord Hailes thinks there is, 

.11 ■ .. . .■.> I .1^ . 

irUch JcdmjoD ww M> often im pn^te foeling^i ud 

pmudacoi. the Pttbust wyhi tnu weevguTO hato vroic^ 
that the yeanof man aro tknMom yws at>d un^ ytt, wnaaie 
Johnton mas now near aeraoty, he ventures to «uMit thit any 
dacey of the at a^ mutt be moibid. ^ C» 

(t) Thiawte troiwccaiiTy> fiv it bad been dune io the early 
pait of prmtttt oantury by Jacob ronvon. —AL 

<S) I am toU that Horacflb Earl of Orford» baa a collection 

by penont who hover eaid but ofic* ~ Bt •• 1 aca 
coaraMaai tm% but oo icit»C 
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be mtui be mor^ combuftible etb^ 

1 instanced the taia i;^**Pnu}o I^lrgallt^ and bis 
wife.” Jomreosr* » ^ ibere is nothing ibere« but 
tiiat bis wife wanted to be ki^sad, wben poor Paulo 
was out of po^et. 9kO, 3h'r'PriDr is a I^j’s book. 
Ko lady is ashaided ta Bare it standing in her 
library." 

The hypochondriac disorder bring mentioned, 
Dr. Johnson did not thuik it so common as I sop- 
posed. ** Dr. Taylor,' said be, ** is the same one 
day'^ another. Burke and Reynolds are the 
same. Beanclcrk, cacept when in pain, is the 
same. 1 aki not so myself; but this I do not men¬ 
tion commonly." 

I compirined of a aTctched changefulness, so that 
I could not preserve, for any long continuance, 
the same views of any thing. It was most comfort¬ 
able to me to experience in Dr. Johnson’s company 
a relief from this uneasiness. His steady, vigorous 
mind held firm before rao those olgects which my 
own feeble and tremuldus imagination frequently 
presented in such a wavering state, tiiat my reason 
could not judge well of them. 

Dr. Johnson advised me to-day to have as many 
books abdht me as I could; that 1 might read upon 
subject' upon which I had a desire for instruc- 
, tioB at the time. **, What yon read tAen," said he, 
** you will remember;' but if you have zK>t a book 
immediatriy ready, and the subject moulds in your 
mind, it is a chance If yon have again a desire to 
study it” He added, “ If a man never has an 
eager desire for instruction, be should prescribe a 
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task for fainisrlf. But it u better wlieu a iQcn reads 
fVom immediate incUnatioo." , 

He repeated a g<)od many lines of llunu p's Odes 
while wc were in the chaise; 1 remember particularly 
the Ode ** Shiu fv^^oeei.” * 

Ho said, the dispute as ^ the’eomparativo excel¬ 
lence of Homer or Virgil (') was inaccurate. “ Wc 
must consider," said he* ** whether Homer was not 
the greatest poet, though VLrgil may ba>e produced 
the finest poem. (2) Virgil was indebted to Homer 
for the uholo invention of the structure of an epic 
pnein* anil fur many of liis beauties." 

lie told me, lhat,.Bacon wa« a fa^ouritc author 
with him; but he had never read hi<< uorks till he 
was compiling the English Dictionary, in uhiuh he 
said* 1 might f>ec Bacon very often quoted. Mr. 
Seward recollects hie having mentioned, that a dic- 
titmaiy of the English language might bo compiled 
frmn Bacon's writings alone, and Uiat he had once 
an intention of giving an edition of Baron, at least 
of his English w^orki^ aud^wiiting tlic life of tiiat 
great man. Had he executed this lutoution, there 
can be no doubt tiiat he would have dune it in a 
most masterly manner. Mallet’s Life of Bacon has 
so inconsiderable merit as an acute and elegant dis- 


(l) t tm inibnnad by Mr. Lanffton, that a great many yeart 
USM WM pewntwben thuqueemn wu agitated between JDr. 
Jobasou aM Mr. Suite: and, to use Johtuou’s tthnuc, th^ 
*iaiM thm bett;** jetowm for Homtv, Burke fiw VngiL It 
an well bv euppead to have been one of tbc abteiit and moat 
bsMbaat eoMteeta ti»t eter wa abibifcd. How zouch must we 
WahW: Ifcst It ha not been f t a i ef t Ed ! 

ft) But where «e tbe aere w q^ tf the admirm of Homv 

S tM, that he wa not only niior to Virgil m point of timb 
n^erior b sssaUsoaf—J. BoswaiL, jun. 
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Imitation relative fa its sul^ect; but MaSst’s tiiiMl 
was not compn'hrnjive enougb to embraor the vast 
extent of Lord Vorulam’s |^ius and research. Dr. 
Warhurton tlicrefnre obeerredt with witty justness* 

that Mallet in his jCife of Beacon had forgotten tliat 
be Mas a philosopher; and if he should write the 
Life of the Duke of Marlborough, wliicli he had 
undertaken to do, he would probably foi^et that he 
MU', a gen(»'al." . 

Wishing to be satisned what degree of truth 
there Mas in a story Mbich a frirnd of Johnson’s 
nud iiiiiie had tedd me to his disadvantage, I men* 
tioiK il it to him in direct terms; and ii was to this 
ctiect:—that agentlcmau(*) who had lived in great 
intimacy ulth him. shown him much kindness, and 
even iclieved hiut irom a spunging-house, having 
aiVorMarils falhii into bad eirnimstancos, was one 
da^. M hen Johnson wav at dinner with him, seized 
for debt, and carried to prison; that Johnson sat 
still undisturbed, and went on eating and drinking; 
•Upon which tiu' gcntUihmi’s sistvr, who was pro* 
seat, could not suppress her indignation i ** What, 
Sirl* >t.ud she, “ are you so unfeeling, as not even 
to offer to go to brother in his distnus; you 
Mho bave*bei'n so much obliged to him?" And 
that Johnson answered, ** Madam, I owe him no 

(I) It spears i^ora part of tiM origuial journal in Sb. A n- 
papon, fM friend wlio told tb« storf woa Sfk* 
Bewclerk, and The goatteouui and kdr alluded to were Mr* 
(proUblf Henry) and Mae Hamy. Thfitt u reason toK^r 
tliat BosniU*^ inducieCioa u betraylBff Mr. Beauclerk’s name 
mipairsd the rordialitr bsttieeto him aid Hr* Jaboeoii. ~ Ca ^ 
lUfs 
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ot^tation; what he did for me h|! would hare dose 
for a dog." • 

Johnson assured met tliut the story was ah^luteW 
false; but, like a man ooosotoas of being in the 
right, and desirous of oomidf iclr rindieoting him¬ 
self from such a chai^ did not arrogantly rest 
on a mere denial, and on his griiurol character, but 
proceeded thus:—Sir, I was very intimate with 
riwt gentleman, and u-as onro rclicv^ by him from 
an arrest; but 1 never wsn present wiien ho was 
arrested, never knew that he was arrested, and I 


believe he never was in difficulties after the time 


when he ri'lieved me. 1 loved him much; yet, in 
talking of his general character, 1 may have said, 
though I do not remember that I ever did say so, 
that as his generosity proceeded from no principle, 
but was a part of hin profusion, he would do for a 
dog what he would do for a friend: but 1 never 
l^>pbed this remark to any jiarticular instance, and 
certainly not to his kindness to me. If a pri^fuse 
man, wiio does pot value‘his money, and gives a 
large stim to a whore, gives half as much, or an 
equally large sum to relievo a friend, it cannot he 
esteemed as virtue. This was all that 1 could say 
of that gendeman ; and, if said at all, it mmst have 
beeu said a^<‘r his death. Sir, I would have gone 
to the world’s end to relieve him. The remark 


about the dog, if made by me, was such a sally as 
night (>>cupe one when pamting a man highly." 

On Tu^ay, S^ember 3^ Johnson was re. 
markably cordial to me. Jit being necessary for 
me to return to Scotland soon, 1 had fixed on the 
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next day fur my %>ttiog out, and I felt a tender 
roftccrn at the thou^t of parting with him. He 
bad, at this ^c, frankly communicated to me many 
particulars, which aro inserted in this work in their 
proptT piocoe; and once, when I happened to men* 
tion that the expense of 'my jaunt would come to 
much more than ] had computed, he said, '* Why, 
Sir, if the «\pcDsc were to be an ineonyenience, 
you would ha^e reason ^to regret it; but, if yon 
have had tiic nionev to sp«>nd, 1 know not that you 
could ha>e purchased as much pleasure with it in 
anj* other way.” 

During this intenkw at Ashbourne, Johnson 
and I fn‘(^ueiitly talked w itli wonderful pleasure of 
mere trifles which ha<l occurred in our tour to the 
Hebrides; for it had left a most agreeable and lasting 
impression upon his mind. 

He found fault with mo for using the phrase to 
maht iDOnev. “ Don't) ou see,” s&id he, ** the im- 
jiropricty of it ? To make money is to com it; ) ou 
should siy ffct mom \ The phr&sf, however, is, I 
think, pictt) ourr< ut. But Johnson was at oU times 
jeakuH of infractions upon tho genuine English lan« 
guage, and prompt to repress colloquial barbarisms; 
Huoh as myxelf for HndertaJdng $ Ivnt for 

department or branch, as the (icil line, the banhing 
Une. He was particularly indignant against the 
almost universal use of the word idea, in the sense 
of notion or opinion, when it is dear that idea can 
aaly flignlfy something of which an image can be 
ibrined in the mind. We may have on idM or 
of a mountain, a tree, a building ; but we cannot 
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surely have an id^a or imagf nn nrgimeni op 
pn^osttion. Yet wc hear tho#wip<“« of the Liw “ dt • 
Hvermir thoir ideai upon the question uddoreon 
siderationand the hr«t <>ppakiis m pailianunt 
“ entirely eomruhnp in the eW wIikIi hu- iice n aiily 
stated b} on honourable mK t ' m ‘ iptobtling 
an tefeez as iincouHitutiouJ. uud Inui^ht \«ith the 
most daQ£;etY>u'> eoiuequeQe('<> to a giiat x)«d lux 
eu 4»Jtrj.' Johnson ealledthis “ n>i»d«*iii cunt.*’ 

I perceivtd tJiat be prOnounceil .hr uoid htnrd. 
asif vpcltnitli a doubler, Z/ri/r/. insti id of st uudntq 
it herd, .lb IS most u^ualli done.t'^ IIi said. Jus 
iH'ason lias, that if It utre pronounced fmd, tJnro 
nuutd be a single exeeption fh>ni the 'Lu;;hsh pit» 
nuneutUm of the syllable er/r. and Jte thought it 
betti r not to have that exetpUou. 

He proisid C>iaingerH ''Ode on Solirurh',’ m 
Dodsley 'h colh cuon, and rep* ited, Tritb gi cut energy, 
the exordium • — 

O Soliiu<1c, romAntii maid^ 

lu*t^cr Uy Hooding tzmc*n jrou tread j 
Or luunt tlie iio^Vu feracklcsv glodmg 
Oi bov(v oir the yatming tomb; 

Ui ciioib the Andes' clifted sidr. 

Or by the Nile^t coy aourca abide: 


(I) la tbc age ot Quam £U«dMfth tlus word waa frequmUy 
wnttvn» douhih*^ it was pmouncad, kard. ^ M. ~ Iconaider 
the nroaikiiUMtion tbjs wcadi whicb Bocwdl juatiy malua 
an omaction to, as pioviucUl; bat 1 thinb ba inuat hate xai^ 
appn&cndcd i)r. J(*lituon’e ** raason.*^ There arc siany woitte» 
in which these three iettera ocvuf» Hint are prenooacod afani* 
iMxhf r.g $omt a, See.; nor wQttJd the atfi^dion ba 

as ttfitromuty is not the A mrma hpmuH iB 
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Or, starting from your half-ycHrV sliK^p, 

From Hficia view tbe thawing deep; 

Or, at the iAjr|de dawn of day, 

Tadmor's marble wtsto survey*** 

obs<’n inpr. “ This, Sir, is very noble.” 

In the i viMiing our geutlcman>farmer, and two 
other*, 1 ‘Uteriaincd thcUiie^vcs and the comp'vny 
wilh a gn/at iiumlrer of tunes on the fiddle. John¬ 
son d»'sired t«i have “L*'t Ambition fire tliy Mind” 
played over again, and jppearcd to give a patient 
attention to it; though he ovrntsl to me tiiat he 
was vt;ry iuciensible to the power of music. 1 told 
him that it adccted me to such a degree, as olteu to 
agitate my nerves j[>Ainrully, producing iu niy mimi 
adternate sensations of patlu-tic dc’jection, so tliat I 
was ready to shed tears; and of during resolution, 
so that I was inclined to rush into ihc thickest part 
of the battle. ** Sir,” said he, “ I siiould never hear 
of it, if it made me such a fool.” 


Mneh of tlie efiect of music, I am satisfied, is 
to tbe asMciation o( iUoaM* That air, whicli 
foi^nfly and irresistibly exciteii in tiio Swiss, when 
in a/<ffeign lud, the maladic du has, I am 
told^ tio intrinsic power of spund. And I know 
from toy owo experience, that Scotch reds, thougti 
bri^^ mak^me melancholy, because I used to hear 


them to my 'early years, at a time when Mr* l^itt 


!(l) {Tbs JtoM de$ y§chei^** an air,** says Roussscau, so 
4sar4a tba Swm, i\fat it was forbidekn, ui^er the pain of d^afh, 
to play it to the troops, aa it ifYimediataly drew tears from them, 
Sod made them nHio neard it desert, or die of* what i& called the 
malsdv duveut so ardent a desire did it exrite to return to tJieir 
country* It is m valo to seek in* tbia air for energetic acctrnts 
napable of produaiag ouch aabiniKhing efleci^ for which btran* 
gars are unable to aecount fiom the music, nhicb is in itself 
uncouth and wUd***] 

VOL* vii« e 
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ciUled for AoldieTt) " foom the mountftiBs of tae- 
north*'’ and namben of brave ^llghlandera were 
going abroad, never to return. Whereas the airs 
ih ,“ The B^gar’s Opera,” many of which are very 
sof^ sever fail to render me guy, because they are 
aasodated with the warm seusations and high 
spirits of London. This evening, while some of 
the tunes of ordinary composition were played with 
no great skill, my frame was agit^ed, and I was ' 
conscious of a generous attachment to ]>r. Johnson, 
as my preceptor and friend, mixed with an aifec* 
tionate regret that he was an old man, ahom 1 
should probaUy lose in a short time. 1 thought I 
could defend him at the point of roy sword. My 
reverence and atfoction for him were in full glow. 

1 said to him, ** My dear Sir, we must meet every 
year, if you don’t quarrel with me.” Johnson. 

** Nay, Sir, you are more likely to qiiarrcl with me, 
tiian I with you. My regard for you is greater 
almost than 1 have words to express; but 1 do not 
choose to be always repealing it; write it down in 
the first leaf of your pocket*book, and never doubt 
of it i^ain.” 

1 talked to him of misery being the doom of 
man,” in this life, as displayed in his * Vanity of 
Human'Wising.” (^) Yet I observed that things 
weie done upon the supposition of happiness; grand 
houses were built, fine gardens were made, splendid 
jda^ of public amnsement were contrived, mid 
croii^ed compmiy., Johnson, “Alas, Sir, 

these tie only struggles for happiness. When I 

» * 

4!) TfC hm oat lift ftmamM 0 f Auigor fm, 

Mor tiw the 4 m& rtrvm ftr 
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first entered Ranelagb, it gave an expansion and 
gay sensation to isy mind» such as I never e\> 
perienoed any vhorc else. But, as Xerxes aept 
when ho viewed his immense army, and considered 
that not one of that g'feat multitude would be aliit* 
a hundred years oRerwar^t, so it uont to my heart 
to consider tliut there a as not one in all that tml- 
liant drclc tliat was not afraid to go home and 
think: but that the ihouglifs of each individual 
there would bo distressuig a heu alone.” This re- 
Hcction was ev{K>rimcntall,v just, llic feeling of 
languor ('), a’hich succeeds the animation of gaiety, 
is itself a very severe pain: and when the mind is 
then vacant, a thousand disappointments and vex¬ 
ations rush in and oxcruciato. Will not many even 
of my fairest readers allow tiiis to bo true ? 

I suggested, that being in love, and fiattered a ith 
hopes of success; or having some favourite scheme 
in view for the next day, might prevent that wretch- 
ednesg of which we h^ b^n tolkuig. Johnson. 
** Whyt Sir, it may sometimes be so as you su^h 
pOMt«bot my conclusion is in general but too 
true*’* 

While Johnson and 1 stood in calm conference 
by ouemfiTea in Dr. Taylor's garden, at a prott.v 
late hear in a serene autumn night, looking up to 

( 1 ) 

* StmdiM on the tmek oft too ettj choir *” 

But I rtetrflcct • cquplot quite o^fosite to mj sutgect ir 
^ ViTtU4| to £tUe ft bcautmi) and instnicuvt po^n^ 

bjr aft iaonTxoooa Vmer» m 2758 i mhcH troatinq of jiloasure m 

** TBItiqfeor, od ibe rack of ium, 

CoftMi Chat ttta won oevvr made ten Min.** 

. C fi 
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the heaveos, I directed the discourse to the subject 
of a ftitore state. My friend ^iras in a placid and 
OMSt benignant frame of mind. ** Sir,” sdd he, 

1 do not imagine that all thingHwill be made clear 
to 09 immediately after death but that Uie ways of 
I^videnee 'll ill be explained to us very gradually.” 
I ventured to ask him whether, although the words 
of some texts of Scripture seemed strong in support 
ef the dreadful doctrine of an eternity of punish- 
ment, we might not hope diatthe denunciation was 
figurative, and u’ould not literally be executed. 
Johnson. Sir, you are to consider the intention 
of punishment in a future state. We have no ri'a- 
son to be sure that we shall tlien be no longer liable 
to offend against God. We do not know that even 
the angels are quite in a state of security; nay, we 
know that some of them have fallen. It may there¬ 
fore, perhaps, be necessary, in onler to preserve 
both men and angeU in a state of rectitude, that 
they should have continually before them the pu¬ 
nishment of those who have deviated frmn it; but 
we hope that by some other moans a fall from rec¬ 
titude may be prevented. Some of the texts of 
ScriptUTo upon this subject are, as you observe, 
indeed strong; but they may admit of«a mitigab'd 
interpretation.” He talked to me upon this awfui 
and delicate question in a gentle ton^ and as if 
afraid to be decisive. 

After supper 1 aerom^iiied him to his apart¬ 
ment and at my request he dictated to me an ar¬ 
gument in &vonr of tfio s^pro who was then elsdm- 
ing his liberty, in an aetion in the court of session 
in Scotland. He had always been very aealous' 
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against slavery ii^ ovary form, in which I with all 
deference thought that be discovered ** a seal with¬ 
out knowledge.” Upon one occasion, when in 
company with some very grave men at Oxford, his 
toast was, ** Here's ih the next insurrection of the 


negrui'S in the West Indies.” His violent prejudice 
against our Wont Indian and American settlers ap¬ 
peared whenever tlicre was an opportnnity. To¬ 


wards the conclusion of his ** Taxation no Tyranny,” 
he says, ** How is it that we hear the loudest j/e^ 


for UberCy among the drivers of negroes?** and 


in his conversation with Mr. Wilkes he asked, 


Where did Bcckford and Treoothiek learn En> 


glibh?”(') 'I'hat Troeotiuck could botlt speak 
aiMl'nvrite good English is well known. I myself 
was favoured with his correspondence concerning 
the brave Corhicans. And that Beckford could 


spook it aich a spirit uf honest resolution even to 
his majesty, as his ** futhful lord mayor of Lon¬ 
don,” is' commemorated by the noble monument 
erected to him in Guildhall. 


Hie Aigumcnt dictated by Dr. Johnson was as 
foUows: — 


** It must be agreed that in most ages many conn, 
tries have Bad part of Iheir inhabitants in a state of sla- 
very; yet it may doubted wbedier slavey can ever be 
suppos^ the tutnral condition of man. It is impossi¬ 
ble not to conceive that men in their original state were 
equal ; and vey difficult to imagine how one would hr 
aubjei^ ta uiother bat by violent compulsion. An 
individual may, indeed, fmfeit his liboty by a crime; 
bat he cannot ly that crime forfeit the Hberty of his 


(I) Sm cntl, VoL VI. p.!»«.—C. 

C K 
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children. Whtt is true of s seems trae like¬ 

wise of s captive. A man may %c(^t life from a roD> 
goering enemy on oondiiion of perpetual servitude; but 
it U very doubtful whether be can entail that servitude 
on his dearendanta; for no ma^ can stipulate without 
‘ commiasioa for another. The condition which be 
himself accepts^ hk son orvgrandson would have re¬ 
jected. If we should admit, what pcrha[)8 may with 
more roavon be denied, that titcre are certain rdationa 
between man and man which may make slavery occes- 
Mry and just, yet it can neveilbe pron>u(l that he who ia 
now suing for his freedom ever stood in any of tlioae 
relations. He la certainly subject by no law, but that 
of violenoe, to his prevent master; who pretends no 
claim to his obedience, but that be bought him from a 
mercliant of slaves, wbove right to sdl him never was 
examined. It is said, titat acoording to the constitu¬ 
tions of Jamaica be was legally enslaved; these consti¬ 
tutions are merely pontive ; tnd apparently injurious 
to the rights of mankind, bt'cauec whoever is exposed to 
^>ale is condemned to slavery without appeal, by what¬ 
ever fraud or violenec be might have been originally 
brought into the merohaiit's power. In our ovm time 
princea have been sold, by wretches to whose care they 
were intrusted, that iliey might have au European edu- 
cation; but when once they were broufdtk to a market 
in the plantations, little would avail either their dignity 
or their wrongs. The laws of Jamaica afford a negro 
no redress. HU rdour is considered m a sflfBdent tea. 
timony against him. It is to be lananted that moral 
right ah^d ever give way to poUtiotd eonvenicnoe. 
But if tenaptationa of interoat are iometlmei too strong 
for human virtoe. let us at least retain a virtoc wliere 
ttere ia no temptation to ^uit it In die ;»esent case 
there is apparent right on one aide, and no ooDVRiienae 
on the ot^. lahabitaots of this idand can neither 
gain riches nor power by taking sway the liberty of any 
part of homan tpedm, 'Hie sum of the argument 
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is this :-<-No man is by nature the property ^ uotb^. 
Ti.e defendant is, tlimfore, by nature free. The rights 
of nature mutt be s^me way feufeited before they can 
be justly taken away. That ^fendant has, by any 
act, forfeited the rights of ttttore, we require to be 
proved; and if no pr^ of sudi forfeiture can be given, 
we doubt not but the jusyce of the court will dedart 
him free." 

I record Dr. Jolineon'a Argument fhirly upon this 
particular case; where, peritape, he was in the 
right. Bat 1 beg leave to enter my most solemn 
protest against his general doctrine with respect to 
the slave trade. For I will resolutely say, that his 
unfavourable notion of it was owing to prtyudice, 
and imperfect or false information. The wild and 
dangerous attempt which has for some time been 
pereisted in to obtain an act of our l^iriature, to 
abolish so very important and necessary a branch of 
commercial interest, must have been crushed at 
once, had not the insignificance of the zealots who 
vainly took the lead in it made the vast body of 
planters, merchants, mid others, whose immense 
properties are involved in that trade, reasonably 
enough suppose that there could be no danger. 
The encouragement which the idterapt has received 
enhes nf wonder and indignation; and though 
aome men of rapertor abilities have supported it, 
whether from a of temporary populaii^ when 
prosperous, or a love of general mischief vdton des¬ 
perate, my opinion is unshaken. To abolish a ttatus, 
which in all ages God has sanctioned, and man has 
continued, would sot only be robhety to an innu- 
meralde class of our feUpw-subjeots, but it* would 

c 4 
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be extreme eraulty to the AJnean saragest a poiw 
don of whom it eavee from mayaore, or iniiidemt^e 
bondage in their own eouotrj, and iotroduoas into 
a much happier state of lUe; eq>erially now when 
iheir passage to the West iMiiee and thmr treat- 
mont there is humanely reg^dated. To abolish that 
trade would be to 

fkui the gEtet of mtfcj M mankind.* 

VT^ever may hoTe pasted elMwbere coaccmtng 
ib House of Lords is wise and Independent & 

** Iptsmlotti Atlgst hoooHboa I 

Noe SkUBH «ul poDtt tocures 
Arfailno pcpultfu aurji«* (1) 


I have read, oonversed, and thought much upon 
the Bubjeot, and would recommend to all who are ca¬ 
pable of conviction an excdlent tnot by my learned 
and ingenioub friend, John Ranby, Esq., entitled 
Doubts on the AboliUon of the Slave Trade." 
To Mr. Ranby*s ** Doubts," I will apply Lord 
Chancellor Ifardwicke's expression in prmse of a 
Scotch law book, called*** Dirieton’s Doubts;" 
** Kis doubts^ said his lordship, ** are better tiian 
mMt people’s eerOnariu." 

When I said now to Johnson, that I was afraid 1 
kept him too late up, ** No, Sir,” smd hS, ** I don’t 
core though 1 sit all night with yon.” This was an 
animated speech from a man in Ms uxty-ointh 
year, (2) 

0 ) 

Vat tdtM M poMT, Mr Uyi U dem 
M tiiUy mmm nMl> ar Oewiw*— mhwm,} 

(9) Dr. Joftnaon lovsi late boon w trs owly, or non am- 
psrlj bated t$*iy onst. ll«duii| me aers tamfying to Mm 
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Had I been aa attentirc not to disj^ase him as 1 
ought to have been,*! know not^ut this vigil might 
have been fulfilled; but l unluckily entei^ upon 
the controversy conccmii:^ the* right of Great 
Britain to tax AmerJ^ and attempted to argue in 
favour of our fellow-snbjecta on the other side of the 
Atlantic. I insisted that America might be very 
well governed, and made to yield sufficient revenue 
by the means of ir^uence, as exemplified in Irdand, 
while the people might be {leased with the imagi> 
nation of tlieir participating of the British const!* 
tution, by having a body of representatives, without 
whose consent money could not be exacted from 
them. Johnson could not bear my thus opposing 
his avowed opinion, which he had exerted himself 
with an extreme deg^e of heat to enforce; and the 
violent agitation into which he was thrown, while 
answering, or rather reprimanding me, alarmed me 


than the ides of retiring to which be nerer would call 
going to rest, or niAhr another to caQ ao. ** I lie doWa,” 
•wd 1 iet ** that Bjr acquainuace maj sleep; but I lia down to 
endure oppressive misery and soon rise again to pass Uie night 
in anxiety and pain.'* Bj this pathetic manner, wiuob no one 
ever pomssed ZQ so munrot a degree, he used to ftooi 

quitting his company, till I hurt my own health not a little 
by sitting iip^tb him when 1 was myself far from well: nor was 
itan'ea^matter to tAUge him evm by compUanoe, for he always 
mSfCt^nsd that no one fiwbore ttetr own gretiilcatioin for toe 
ihta another, and if one did sit it was probably to 

enMe^e's seirl Spmeei^it, however, he certainly had to say 
ziw^iiis OQQipsiy ercwwtingly e n ter ta i n i ng when he 
haft tiiwe forced ewe, by-tti vehement Samtations and piercing 
tMC to the noow but to sit quietly and make tea 
for hto, ai I did in Xwindon till four o'dock in the morn- 
to Al^fcpmfo a a I menigwl better, having always some 
|mpd tikd wsa Ifkkd eaooglt to engage him in tiUk, and fovour 
fog itoat^ noMib • . 
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• 0 | that I heartily ropentcd of my having not) inhiogly 
iatroduoed the subject. I however, grow 

varmt and the change wja great, from tlio Cdlni htato 
of philosophical ditoussion in which wc liaii u littk* 
before been pleasingly employ d. 

1 talked of the corruption of tlie Dritisii pnrlia- 
ment, in which 1 aU'‘gcil that any qm stiou, lu»we'vur 
unreasonable or unjust, might be carried !>7 a M-nal 
m^ority; and 1 spoke with high admiration of the 
Roman senate, as if eoDipo«ed of men sincerely de¬ 
sirous to re>ol^cuhat they should tliink )>ebt for 
their country. My friend would allow no such cha¬ 
racter to the R Oman senate; and be maintained 
that the British parliament was not corrujit, and 
that there was no occasion to corrupt iU members; 
asserting, that fhire was hardly ever any question 
of groat iinportanre before parliament, any question 
in which a man might not very well rote either 
upon one side or the other. He said there had 
l>een none in his time e\c<*pt tliat respec ling 
America. ' 

We were fatigued by the conte«t, which was pro¬ 
duced by my want of caution; and he w as not then 
in the humour to slide into easy and chi‘<>rfal talk. 
It therefore so happened, that we wefe after an 
hour or two very willing to separate and go to bi>d. 

On Wednesday, September 24^, I went into Dr. 
Johnson’s room before he got up, and finding that 
the storm of the preceding night was quite laid, 1 
sat down upon his bedside^ and be talked with as 
maob raadineas and good humour as ever. He re- 
commeadod to mo to plant a oo isiderahle part of a 
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iurg<^ moorish funy M'bica I had purchased^ and hd 
made st'vorol cuiculations of die expense and pro6t; 
for }io delighted iu eiercismg his mind on the 
sciertfT of numbers. He pressed upMi me the im- 
porJjiucc of planting St the first in a very sufficient 
TU.^'tner, quoting the saying, “ In hello non licet bis 
enarc r” and adding, ** this is equally true in plant* 
inp " 

I spoke with gratitude of Dr. Taylor’s hospitality: 
and as evidence that it was uot on account of bis 
good’table alone that Johnson visited him often, I 
mentioned, a little anecdote whicli had (tscapud my 
friend’s r>'Coller.tion, ond at hearing which repeated, 
he smiled. One evoiiiiig, when T was sitting with 
lum, Frank delivered this message: Sir, Dr. 
Taylor .sends his compliments to you, and begs you 
will dine with him to>morrow. He has got a hare.” 
My compliments,” said Johnson, and 1 '11 dine 
witii him — hare or rabbit.” 

AitiT breakfast 1 departed, and pursued*my jour¬ 
ney northwarJs.(') I to6k my post-chaise from the 


(I) A^bcufnc^ SepU 25.1777« Boswell u gone, And is, I 
hopOs plca««(xl that be baa been hm{ though to loc^ on cn^ 
thing yfiiii pli^u^ureia ni^ vet^ common. He baa been gay and 
gOfHi^hutnouvtd in usual but we have not agre^ npoa 
any other expedition. 

** September ita aaya, his wife does love Die quite 
well yet« though we have made a fomal peace* He kept to 
jpomal very diligently^ but then what was there to journalise? 
X f^uld be glad to see what hesafs of [Taylorl.** 

^ Qct. 13. ***-1 c^TMt thiak oa your lundneai and my 
fnarler'r. Life has, upei Jte whole, &don rtio it, veiy §faoi% of 
fpy ietrly etpedwCion; btyt the acquisitioa of such a mendahip, 
at an anea neVr Airships aiw seMbsi acquired, is some- 
ttolt totcr thwa the general coum of thftigs gives man a rj^^t 
tfi’ wxpect* I think on it with fr«at driim. I am not very 
apt to be delighted*** 
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Green Man, s very good inn at Asbboume, the mis 
trew of irhicli, a mighty civil gentlewoman, cotirt* 
sy^tg very low, presented me with an engra^'ing of 
the sign of her house; to which the had subjoined, 
in her own hand^wnting, aifv^addrcsB in such lin¬ 
gular simplicity of style,/]iat I have presirveU it 
pasted upon one of the boards of my origintd Joarnal 
at this time, uid shall here insert it for the amuse¬ 
ment of my readers: — 

** Af. Killinpley's duty waits upon Mr. Bosnell, is 
raeeedingly oUigid to him for this favour; whenever 
he conus tJiis way. hopes for a continuance of die same. 
'Would Mr. lioswfcll name the houae to hia extensive ao- 


" Lichfield, Oct JS. — I am roaie, at lest, to Lichheld, and 
am really glad that I faaee got awt} from a jilace wliete there 
wa* indeed no evil, but very little good. My viMt to Rcowhill 
lias been poid. I have aivti there a uilJection o( misery. Mrs. 
Auoa psndytic, Mrs. Wslra^cy lejoe, Mra. Hervoy Mind, and 
I think another lady deni. I'.ven Mub is lite. 1 hope dear 
UnL Amoo k a btUe better, it is however, very little. 
waa 1 believe, glad to *t.e me, and to have any body glad to uio 
me IS a great pleauire.” * 

«l^cnfield, Oct. 89.Though aHcr my la&t letter I might 
justly claim an interval ol rest, yve 1 write again to tell you, 
that for this turn yon will hcai hut onra more from Lichfield. 
This day h Wednesday.>.on Satuiday I shall write again,*wtd 
on M o n day X shall set out to wek adventures: fur you know,.— 
* Xone but tlw braVa desert the fan,’ Ou Mon^y we hope to 
nee BinBUagham, the seat of the mechanic aria; aM 1 fcoow not 
whether our neat atw will be Oxiord, the mansion of the 
liberal arte; or Ijondon, the rewdonee of aU the arb. together. 
The chymuts call the world jtcadenua i'amreta, my ambition 
Is to be his fiaUowswtudemto see the works of nataiw, and 
iiSNr the loctum of truth. To London, thaefiHw' Londim 
may, parbapk, fill me; and I hope tofiU my pan of Loadoa."— 
Lmtn to Mn. Tkrale, 


• « Mr JebHoa Mwb hkswftoeots to lb« ladlw at suwh,n,of wbom 
m wean have takM a more tewl taave, bva that tt. w«i witling to Bite 
a seeawdir »aieh bo hopoi wiwU have boea ao tdoBiun la taasa. «h1 
SpeMUbemSSnpatoftaieLMelC*' i—.«« » wwa,awi 
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^oaintenee, U wotUd lie a Biogolax favcnn cc^erred oa 
one who has it nothin her powv to make an; other re* 
turn but her most gratelhl thanks, and eineereat pra 3 «r 8 
for his liappiness in time, and in a blessed eternity.'' 

*" Tuesday mominff." 

From this meeting at Ashbourne I derived a eon*> 

• 

sidorable accession to my Johnsonian store. I com<« 
municated my original Joumal to Sir William 
Forbes, in whom 1 have always placed deserved 
oonftdeooe; and what he wrote to me concerning 
it iS'SO much to my credit as the bic^rapher of 
Johnson, that my readers will, 1 hope, grant me 
their indulgence for here inserting it: ‘*lt is not 
once or twice going over it," says Sir WiUiaOj;, 
*< that will satisfy me; for I find in it a high degree 
of instruction as well as entertainment; and I de¬ 
rive more benefit from Dr. Johnson's admirable 
discussions thim I should be able to draw from his 
personal oonveiuatiou; for 1 suppose there is not a 
man in the world to whom be discloses bb senti- 

a 

ments so freely as to yoarsclf." 

1 cannot omit a curious circumstance which oc¬ 
curred at Edensor-ino, close by Chatsworth, to 
survey the ihagnificence of which 1 had g<me a con¬ 
siderable but of my rowl to Scotland. The inn 
was then kept by a vei 7 Jolly landlord, whose name, 

. 1 tidnh, was Malton. He h^>pened to mention 
thtU; the cebbrated Dz:. Johnson had been in his 
boose." I inquired isAo this Dr. Johnson was, that 
1 might hear my host’s nodon of him. ** Sir," said 
he, Johnson, the gmt writer $ Oddi^t as they esU 

the greatest/writer , in Ei^laod; he 
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im'tai Ua tho' ainiMry; be has a oom^ond^oe 
abroadit and lets them know gobg on.'' 

friend, who bad a thorough dependence upon 
the authentidtj of mj relation without any «»• 
beUishmmt^ as falttkood or'^c^^x is too gently 
called, latched a good dea^ tt this represeutation of 
Uiiia^ 

4 

Lmu 303. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

EdJr.burgh, Se^U 29> 1777. 

V Ut obab SfB^ —By the first ]>ost I inform you 
of ay safe sxriTsI at my own house, and that 1 had the 
confort of finding my. wife and children all in good 
health. 

Hliea 1 look ba^ upon our late intcr>'icw, it ap- 
pean to me to hare answered expectation better than 
dmoat any sdieme of happineat that i over put in ex^ 
ecufion. My Journal ia stored with wiMium and wit; 
and my memory is filled with the recollection of lively 
and sSbetionate feelings, which now, I think, yield me 
more satisfaction than at the time when they were first 
fxcited. 1 have experienced this upon other occasions. 

1 shall he oU^l to you if you will explain it to me j 
for it seems wonderful that pleasure shoold be more 
-visidat a distance dian when near. 1 wish you may 
find^oms^f in a humour to do me due favour ; but 1 
'dattei my wM with no strong hope of it; fo]| I have oh. 
served, diat, unless upem very serious occuions, your 
lettm to me are not omimts to those which 1 write.'’ 
(i dtoi expressed much uneasiness that I bad mentioned 
to him.dbe name of the gentlanao (') who had told me 
^ ttory so much to hk disadvantage the truth of which 
hf iad CMn^etdy refuted; fiw that my having done so 
n^the intiz^wted as. a breach of confitlem^; and 

fl) Mr. Bmsrlffk. fiic p. ta — C. 
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offend one whose society 1 T»hied: therefbre eftrneitl)r 
requesting that oo nofice might he taken' of k to tpljf 
body, till I diQuld be in London, and have m (q>por« 
tunity to talk it over with the gentlemaa.) 

L«TaK304. TO iSaS. ASTON. 

• " LMdon, Not. 90.1,777; 

** pRAB. Madam, •>« Tlm>ugh Birmingham and 
Oxford 1 got without any difficulty or disaster to 
London, though sot in so short a time as 1 expected, 
for 1 did not reach Oxford before the second day. 1 
eame home very much incommoded by obstructed respi> 
ration ; but by vigorous methods am something betts. 
1 have alnce l^en at Bri^tbelmstone, and am sow de» 
signing to settle. 

** IMfferent things, Madam, are fit for different people. 
It is fit for me to settle, and for you to more. I wish 1 
could hear of you at Batli; but I am afraid that is 
hardly to be expected from your resolute inactivity. 
My next hope is that you wiU endeavour to grow w^ 
where you are. 1 cannot help thinking that 1 saw a 
visible amendment between the time when, 1 left you to 
go to Ashbourne, and tlic time when ) came back. I 
hope you will go on mending and mending, to width 
exercise and i^eerfulncss will very mudi contribute. 
Take care, therefore, dearest Madam, to be busy and 
cheerful. 

^ 1 have great coofiiknce iu the care and conversation 
of dear Mrs. Gastr^. Xt is very much the interest of 
all that know her that ^e should continue well, for she 
is one of few pe^e that has the proper regard for those 
that are tdde. 9ie was- ae kind to me that 1 hope I 
never shall fbiget it; and if it be trmibleaome to you to 
write, I ahall hope that will do me ano&er act of 
kindness l^ answeiiRg tUa letter, fo^ I begsthat 1 may 
hear frua you by^sorae b*"** or another. 1 am, Madam, 
your,. &C. Sam. Jounwa.’' 
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]Lcma.905. TO MllS. Ll'CV POUTER. 

** l/Oiidan, Not. SO. 1777. 

** Dear Lots, — Yon ordop d roe to write you word 
when I came home. 1 have been for some days at 
Bri^thelnistone, and came Iraick on Tuesday uijxht. 

Yon know that wlicn I hd*! you I was not well: 1 
have taken physic Tory dili^Titly, and am peroepiibly 
hettsr ; so mu^ better that I hope by care and perae 
Terance to rccoTer, and see you again front time to 
time. 

** Mr. NollckenB, the btatnary, has had my direction to 
send you a cast of my head. 1 will pay tiic carriage 
wheu we meet. Let me Intow how yon like it; and 
what the larlics of your root say to it. I have heard 
different opinions. 1 caunot think where yon can put 
it. 

** I found every body here well. Miss [Thralc] has 
a mind to be womanly, and her womanhood does not sit 
well upon her. Please to make my compliments to all 
the ladies and all the gentlemen to whom I owe them, 
that if>, to a great jiart of the'town. 1 am, dear Madam 
your most humble servant, San. Johnson.” 

LimsSOS. TO JAMES UOSWJ^LL, L.St^. 

** London, N«». sto. 1777. 

Pear Sot,— Yon will wonder, or you have 
Wimdered, why no letter has emne from me. What you 
wrote at your return had in it such a strain of rowa^y 
caation M gate me no pleasure. 1 could not well ^ 
what yon wished; I had no need to vex you with a 

refussL 1 haveeeen^Mr. BeaaekrkQ^andaatohim have 
art all rights without any inconveniaic^ so far as I 
know, to yon. Mrs. Thrale had forgot the story. You 
may now be at ease. * 
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“ And At eAM r cfrtaiolj wish yon> for the kindnew 
tnet you ehowed ia toming eo k>Dg u Journey to »» me. 
Jt was pity to keep ydb so long in pain, but, upou re> 
vtewing the matter, ] do sot are what I could have 
(!onc b^ter than 1 did. I hope you found at your re- 
turn my dear enemy ank^all her little people quite well 
and had uo reason to ropei\( of your Journey. I thiuk 
on It with great gratitude. 

I was not well when you left me at the doctor’s, and 
I grew worse; yet I staid on, and at Lich&dd was very 
2 II. I'ravelUng, however, did not make me worse; and 
when 1 came to London, I complied with a summons to 
go to Hrighthclmstone, where 1 asw Bcaoclerk, and 
staid three days. 

Our club has recommenced last Friday, but I was 
ti« t tliere. Langton has another wench. ()) Mrs. 
I'hrale is in hopes of a young hri'wcr. Tliey got by 
their trade last yc'ar a very Large sum, and Aeir ex> 
pc'nhca are proportionate. Mrs. Williams’s health is 
> ery bad. And 1 have had for some time a very dif. 
ficult and laborious respiration; but 1 am better by 
purges, abstinence, and othm^ m^uds. I am yet, bow. 
ever, much behind-hand in roy bealth and rest. 

“ Ur. ILlair's sermons are now universally com* 
mended; but let bim think that I bad ^ bonotu’ of 
hist finding and first praising his excellencies. 1 did 
not stay to atld my voice to that of the public. 

** My dear friend, let me tbeuk you once more for 
your visit: jpu did me grest honour, and I hope met 
With nothing that displeased you. 1 staid long at Ash¬ 
bourne, not much pleased, yet awkward st departing. I 
then Went to Li^fleld, where 1 found my friend st 
BtowhiU £Bfra. Aatim] very dangeitmsly diseaaed. Such 
is life. Let us try to pass it well, whatever it be, for 
Atere is surely something beyond it. 

(i) A daughter bora to biav 

J> 
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** Wdl, sow, 1 hope all is wd}; write w soon as you 
cai to, dm Sr> &c. « 

* Sam. Jubnson.*' 

LctiuOO?. from MR. P^SWELL 

“ Edinburgli, No%. 29. 1777. 

** My i>c tR SzR, ThiB day's post has at length 
mlieved me from nimh uneaaiin.'ss, hy hnnglng nie a 
letter from you. 1 was, intlet'd, douUy unu<isy ; on my 
own account and youra. 1 wan >ery anxzoaa to be m'> 
curcl against any bad conat'ipiences from tny iinprudeoce 
in ineQttumng the gentk'niati’e name alio bad (old me 
a story to your disadsuntage; and aa I could hardly 
suppose It possiUe that you would delay au long to make 
me easy, unless you were tU, I was not a lifle apprehen¬ 
sive about you. koumust not be oiK'nciedulivn I venture 
to till you that you ap[M>ar to me to have bcoii too rigid 
upon this occasion. 'Phe ' epunrdln tiiutmn iihtih jfaiM, 
you no phature,' was snrgi'vicd to me by a fnend licre, 
to whom I munttoned tlm stiangi story, and the de¬ 
tection of itb fal'ity, o« an insranct* how one may be 
deeuivetl by vvhat is a)»parr-ntJy very good audiority. 
But, as I am still penm uled, that av J might have oh. 
talnod the tniUi witliout lucotioiung the gentleman's 
name, it was wrong in nit to do it, 1 eaimol«««that you 
arejust in blaming my caution. Buttf you were ever 
sojuht in your disapprobation, might you not liave dealt 
mort tendierly with roe ? 

1 went to iiuchinledt about the midiUe of October, 
anti pasbcd aoroc time with roy fariier very comfortably. 

“ 2 am engaged in a criminal proaeeution ^nat • 
country srbooiinaater, for indeemt behaviour to his female 
a^olaia. There it no statute against sodi abominable 
conduct; but it U punishable at common law. 1 fhfH 
be oblig^ to you for your asaiatanoe in thia extraor¬ 
dinary trial J ever am, drc. jAwaa Ooewxta,." 
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About this time 1 wrote to Johnson, giving him 
VI account of theMeeision of the Kc^o cause, by 
the court of session,*which by those who hold even 
the mildest and best regulated slavery in abomiu- 
atioD (of which numl^ I do not hesitate to declare 
that I am none) should be remembered with high 
respect, and to the credit of Sco^and; for it w'ent 
upon a much broader ground than the case of iSb* 
mersety whieli was decided in £Qg1m)d(*); being 
truly the general question, whether a porpetuol ob- 
Ugation of service to one master in mty mode should 
sanctified by tbe law of a free country. A ne¬ 
gro, then called Jotmph Knighty a native of Africa, 
having been brought to Jamaica in the usual course 
of the slave trade, and purchased by a Scotch gen¬ 
tleman in that islaiul, bod attended his master to 
Scotland, where it was officiously suggested to him 
that he would be found entitled to his liberty with¬ 
out ajiy limitation. He accordingly brought his 
acdou, in the course of which the advocates on both 
bides did themselves great honour. Mr. Maclaurin 
has bad tbe praise of Johnson, fev his argument (’) 
in favour of tbe negro, and Mr. Macconoclue (3) 

(1) S«e State Trials vol. xi. p. S38^ and Mr. Hargrave’s «■ 
guDneiiC • v 

(S) Tbe metto to it was happily choeen ; — 

** QcMttvii Ute Ui emSiduf e»«v* 

/ etanol Avoid nmitionbtg t circumseifice no lots ctrvige thta 
miOp dM A broAtr A^oCAtA io contadertblo fmctice [Mu 
Vilghtly bot of 'mhom ii ceitainlj canooi be mMf Ingmua$ 
didicuJUMfr edted Mr* JMAdAurin, with Afoca of 
AMBtAoe^ ** Am these words yourown?'* 

(S) AAcrwerds A lad of stssietip by the title of Lced MeodOM^ 
hiMt wd fsiher of (Ih y eseot Lora Meedowbonk* C* 
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distinguished himself od the same side, by his in¬ 
genuity and extraordinary reii<:areh. Mr. Cullen, 
on the part of the master, dincorered good inform¬ 
ation aiKi sound reasonii^; in which he was well 
supported by Mr. James Ferguson. remarkaUe for 
a manly understanding, and a knowledge bo& of 
books and of the world. But 1 cannot too highly 
pruse the speech which Mr. Hmiry DundasC) gene¬ 
rously contributed to the cause of the sooty stranger. 
Mr. Dundas's Scottish accent which has been so 
often in vain obtruded as an objection to Ids power¬ 
ful abilities in parliament, uus no disadvantage to 
him in his own country. And 1 do declare, that 
upon this memorable question be impressed me, and 
2 believe all his audience, with such feelir^ as were 
produced by some of the most eminent orations of 
antiquity. This testimony 1 liberally give to the 
excellence of an old friend, with whom it has been my 
lot to difler very widely upon many political topics: 
yet I persuade myself without indioe. A great 
majority of tlie lords of session decided for tiie ne¬ 
gro. But four of their number, the Lord President 
[Dundas], Lord EUiock [Yeitch], Lord Mon- 
boddo [Burnett], and Lord Covington [Lockhart], 
resolutely maintained the lawfulness of a states, 
which has been acknowledged in all ages and 
countries, and that when freedom flounsbed. as in 
old Greece and Home. 


(I) [Aftwwarte VteMutt Udnila] 
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LkttmSOS. T0*1(B&0ASTBEL.(1) 

•* Bolt Court, Dae. 9S. 1TT7. 

** Duab Maomui, —^oor long tnlenoe portended no 
good: yet I hope thediSiger la not ao near u our anxiety 
aometimes inakea ns fear. ^Winter is indeed to all diose 
that any distemper has enfeebled a very tnoublesome 
time ; but care and caution may pass lafdy through it, 
and from spring and summer some relief is always to be 
hoped. When 1 came bidier 1 fell to taking care of 
myadf, and by phyaic and opium bad the constriction 
that ohbtnicted my breath very suddenly removed. My 
nights stiU continue very laborious and tedious, but they 
do not grow worse. 

1 do not ask you, dear madam, to take care of Mrs. 
Aston i I know how little you want any such exhort¬ 
ations : bat 1 earnestly entreat ber to take care of hendf. 
Many livea are prolonged by a diligent attention to 
little thingi, and 1 am far from thinking it unlikely that 
she may grow better by degrees. However, it is her 
duty to try, and when we do our duty we have reason to 
hope. I am, dear Madam, Stc. Sam. Jonisoir.’' 

LtCTxaaoSu TO JAMES BOSWELL. ESa 

-Ow.«T. 1777. 

I>>Am 8nt, This is the time of the year in 
vhidi ah cjyrcaa thrir good wishea to tbdr friends, and 
I send mine to you and your family. May your hves 
he long, happy, tad good. I have been much out of 
enter, but, 1 h^, io not grow worn. 

crime of the sehocdniastev whom you are en- 
g^ed to p ros ec u te is very great, and may be Baq>ected 
to be too common. In our law it would be a bnaeh of 


(1) SMsari^VeL VL p.lO&..C 
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the petoe and % miademeenour: the! is, a kmd of is- 
dedoite crime, not capital, bat piuiisbaUe at the discre- 
tion of the cooil You cannot want matter; all tha: 
needs to be arid will easily < 0000 /. 

^Mr. Siaw, die author oiC«the Gariie Grammar, 
desires me to make a requ^ for him to Lord Eglin- 
touae, that he may be apprinted dtaplrin to one of die 
new-raised regiments, 

“ All oar friends are as they were ; litde has hap- 
opened to than of eitba good or bad. Mri. Thrale ran 
a great Uadc h^-dressiog pin into her eye; but by 
great eracnadon the kept it from inflaming, and it is 
almost 1^11. Mise Reynrids has been out of mder, 
bot is better. Hn, Williams is in a very poor etate of 
health. 

** If 1 riiould write on, 1 riiould, peihA^, write (oly 
complrinta, and therefore I will content raysrif wiA 
triling you, diat I love to think on you, and to hear 
from you ; and that 1 am, dear yovn faithfully, 

“ Sam. JoHvaoN ” 

Xama Sia FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

f' Edinburgh, Jan. 9. 1779. 

"DmuaSa,-—Toor congratuktions upon a new 
year are mixed with coraidrint: mine must be so too. 
My wife has for some time been ill, harii^ been oon- 
fin^ to the house diese three rnonlhs by s ftn&ct cold, 
acttnded with slvming symptoms." . 

V ^pere I gave a partfeuhw account of the distress which 
, ^ 'person, upon every secoont mnt dear to me, sttf« 
' feM; snditf dw etate of ^ipmhension in whi(& 
i:itpir ms: ad^ng, that I neva stood more in need of 
hjixcQsisbBng {diilosophy.) 

“ Did yon ev^ low at a book written by WRsoq, a 
Sootdmtan, tmder the l*stin nasae oi rohtsenutf aeeord- 
lag to die custom oi literary men at a certain poind } 
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It is entitled I}t ^nimt Tranq^UHtaUi* (*) I e»- 
Bestiy desire tranquillity. Bona -res qxtie *; Init I feai 
1 sh^ sever attaiii A: for, when unoccupied, I grow 
gloomy, and occupaUoo agitates me to fSeverishneaa. 1 
am, d^ Sir, &c. Janes Boswblu" 

#• 

LsTTsaSn. TO JAM£^ BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“Jan. 34. 1778. 

I>BAR Sm, —~ To a letter to interesting as your 
last, it it proper to return some answer, however little 
I may be disposed to write. Your alarm at your 
lady’s illness was reaaonalile, and not di^roportionate 
to the appearance of the disorder. 1 hope.your physi¬ 
cal friend's conjecture is now verified, and ^ fear of a 
consumption at an end: a little care and exercise will 
then restore licr. London ia a good air for ladies ; and 
if you bring her hither, I will do for her what she did 
for roe 1 will retire from my apartments for her ac. 
comiDodatioii. Behave kindly to her, and keep her 
dteerful. 

You alwt]^ seem to call for tendemeas. Know then, 
that in die first month of the present year I very highly 
esteem and v «7 cordially love you. 1 hope to tell you 
this at the beginning of every year as long as we live; 
and why should wc trouble ourselves to tell or hear it 
oftener? Tell Veronica, Eupbemit, and Alexander, 
that 1 wish them, as well as ^ir parents, many hi^py 
years. • 

You have ended tbe negro’s cause much to my 
mind. Lmrd Aodiinleck and dear Lord Hailes were 
OD the r‘de of liberty. Lord Hailes’s name r^roadies 
ne: but if be saw mj languid n^ect of my own 
he would radier pi^ than resent roy neglect of 

.(n Plerenc* bora H firar Ltoim in 1547 s 

the dalocw ^ Dt Anirni T^oiniiUitMk*’ ne wrote oM 
or two otber note* — C» 
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his. I jiope to tnoid, Mt et miki t>t«s» et imicif. I 
■m, iktf 8ir, ;jroui'8 sffifctioiistel^, *■ Sam. Jodnsom. 

" My Bcrrise to my fellow-traveller, Joseph.” 

Johnson mainlutncd a loy^ and intimate friend- 
ship- with Mr. Welch] who .siicci'cded the celebrated 
Henry Fiddiug as t>ne of his majesty's justices of 
the peace for Westminster; kept a regular office 
for the police of that great dUtrict: and discharged 
his important trust, for many years, faitiifuily and 
ably. Johnson, who had an eager and uneeasiiig 
euriosity to know liumau life in all its variety, told 
me, that he attended Mr. Welch in his office for a 
whide winter, to bear the examinations of the cul¬ 
prits; bat that he femd an almost uniform tenor 
of misfortune, wretchedness, and profligacy. Mr. 
Welch’s faeslth being impaired, ho was advised to 
try the effect of a warm climate; and Johnson, by 
his interest with Mr. Chamicr, procured him leave 
of absenoe to go to Italy, and a promise tltat the 
pension or salary of two,hu;(drcd pounds a year, 
iHiich government allowed him, «hoak] not be di»> 
continued. Mr. Welch accordingly went abroad^ 
accompanied by his dmighter Anne, a young lady 
of uncommon talents and literature, , 

Lb?s« St&^ TO 9AUNDERS WELCH, ESa 
At tttM sfousu corFBE-Hoosi; 

« Feb. s. ina. ■ 

" D«aa Bm, — To have suSsicd one of my hiist and 
dsiiMM friends to pass almost two yetn| in fordifs 
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a»u)trio» withmit a letter, has & very shiiniefu] apT)«tr« 
Siicf of inattrniipii. Aia thr truth Ls, that tl)orc was no 
particular tiroe^ in which 1 hail any thing particular to 
«ay ; and general expresnoos of good n ii!, 1 hojw, our 
lung fneniUhip It jnvwn too aolid to want. 

'’Of public a^ra yofl^Ln'c information from the 
.'<cu«jta|>cri; wherever you for the Eog^ah keep no 
otrcret' and of uthCT things Mrs. NoUekeQs informa 
yon t^y inteiiigenoe could, therefore, be of no use 
and Si's Ntiiry's letters made it unnecessary to vnte 
Koyou t'uf iiifomiatiLn : I was likewise for some time 
out of hu<i>i)"r to finil that motion and nearer 
proachts to the sun did not restore your health so fast 
as 1 expected. Of your hraJtii the accounts hare 
lately liecn uio*.' phuii >g ; and 1 have the gratification 
of imsgir.Ufg lO mys. a length of years which 1 hope 
y«ni have g.dned, aiti c ' whidi the enjoyment will be 
improved by a vast arcession of images and observe 
ations which yuur journeys and various midence have 
aiabiid you to make and accumulate. You have txa. 
veiled v^th ttua felicity, almost peculiar to yooraelf, 
that your companion is not to part from you at yoor 
journey's end; hut you are to lire m toget^r, to he^ 
each other's rccoUe^ims, apd to supply ea^ otiier'a 
omiasiona. 1'he world has few g. eater pleasures than 
that which two friends ei^oy, iu tradng back, at some 
distant time, ihnae transactions and events through 
whicli they have pawed together. One of the old man's 
mhenes is, that be cannot eaaily find a companion able 
to partake witii him of the past.* You and your fi^w- 
traveller hare this oomfmrt in alsre, ftat yoor coutw^ 
wtioD will be not easily exhaosted: one wiB always be 
{^d to a^ wh^ odier wifi owaya be willing to 
hear. 

** That you atiy Ab p le aeaia long, yoor 
heahii nunt base yew eeastut attention. 1 enppoen 
you p ng m twwfm tins year. Thera li no aoad tit 
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haste: do not come hhbtt before the fae^ht of sum^ 
tauj A t jtn may faO gradui)|Dy inb) the incraTenU 
eices of jow native clime. July seems to be the pro¬ 
per moatii. Angost and SeptMober will pn^re you 
for tiw winter. After havion traveled so far to iiod 
baaUi, you must talce care nm to Iok it at bcMue; and 
1 hope a littie care will efilctoaUy preserve It. 

Hlaa Nancy has doubtless kept a constant^ and c(^ 
^l^oua jooreal. must not expect to be welcome 
when she tetams without a great mass of information. 
Let her review her journal often, and set down what 
she finds herSeU’ to have omitted, that she may trust 
to mtfuory as little as possUale, for memory is soon am- 
fiued a quick succeesion of things; and she will 
grow- every day less confident of the truth of her own 
narratives, unless she can recur to some written memo¬ 
rials. If she has aatisfied herself with hints, instead 
of All] repreaeutations, let her supply the deficienoiee 
now whfle her memory la yet fredi, and wldle hsr 
father's memory may help her. if she, observes this 
direction, she will not hive traveBed in vain ; for she 
win Ising borne a book with which she may entertain 
herself to the end of life. If it were not now too farte, 
I wodid advise her to note the impression which the 
first sight of any thing new and wonderful made upon 
h^ mind. Let her now set her thou^ts down as she 
can recollect them ; for, faint as they msy already be, 
they will grow every day fainter. 

** Periiaps 1 do not fiatter myaelf uuiea&onably when 
I imagioe that you may wish to know something of 
me. I can gn^ your benevoknoe with no abcoont 
itf health. The Imhd of tune, m- of diseme, is very heavy 
iqsoB me. 1 paet restiem and Uneasy wights, hiraamd 
with coai^otts of my fareast, and flatulencies at my 
stcmuuh; and restkss .iii($hta make heavy fiaya. Btrt 
Bothtag win be mekded hy opmplanis, a^ therdbre 1 
«in ipiitoiia end. . inka we ineet» ire wUl try W 
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get our care* uod out nwkdies, and ocmtribute, as we 
can, to the chenfiUneaMof each other. If 1 had gone 
with you, 1 heliere 1 ahould have been better; but 1 do 
not know that it was in my power. 1 am, dear Sir, your 
most humUe servant San. Jobnsom.**^ 

This letter, while it gitree admirable advice how 
tu travel to the best advantage, and will therefore 
bo oF very general use, is another eminent proof of 
Johnson’s warm and afiectibnate heart (>) 


Lmu 31S. TO MR& LUCY PORTER. 

'• Feb. 19. 1778. 

IbtAR ManAM, — I have aeveral little things to 
mention which 1 have hitherto neglected. You judged 
rightly in thinking that the ht»t(^) wMild not please. 
It is condemned by Mrs. Thrale, Mrs. Reynolds, and 
Mrs. Garridc ; so that your disapprobation is not shi* 
gnlar. 

** These things have never cost <zDe any thii^, so 
that 1 do not much know the price. My hast was made 
for the Eahibitioa, and. shown for honour of the artist, 
who is a of reputation above any of ihe other 
sculptffirs. To be moddkd tn day costs, I bdieve, 
twenty gnineas; bat dw casts, i^en the modd is 


(1) The friendjdiip between Mr. Welch and Mm ww un- 
bioken. Mr. Welca died not mondw. bcfiire him, and 
breathed, blm lire soineu £or a ria^ whidt Jehasea recnved 
with tendetmets, w altflid memorid. His regard was canstwit 
for hiifrienA Mr. Wet^'e daugbtan; of whom Juwii maizied 
to Mr. the stanwry, n^oM merit is too well ktiown 

to requiru •nTen^fr^ me.R. See s greet deal about 
Mim Anne in Mim Hawkia^i Mrmiiri, C. * 


twfcia^BJdMMira.~.C. 


MW in the I essswiaw 
Uehield.R aswo 


waBtta g i S ttdt-meBtitmed^ by BoewclL 
I ef PaaaoQ. of Hm R>idwai% 
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BMdt, an of no great price ; whi^ther a guinrej or two 
guineai, I eumot telL « 

Wben yea eomplaised for want of oyster*, 1 (w- 
tloed yea * baml weekly for a month ; you sent me 
word ■«*»«’ that you bsrl nytpgh, taut 1 not couxi'. 
tensaud the rest, Jf you couirl not cat them, could 
you not give them awa^ Wlten you want any 
thing eend me word. I am very pooriy, and have tcry 
mtleei and oppressive niglite, but ^wsys hope for 
better. Fray for me. I am, &c. Ran. Johkbun.** 


LennSld. FROM MB. BOSWELL. 

** Edmburgh, F*b. 86. 1778. 

Mr DKAB Sib, — Why 1 have delayed, for near 
a mouth, to thank yoa for your last aSeebonate letter, I 
esBUOt say; for my mind hu been in better health thm 
time w«^ than for smoe years |Nut. I bdieve 1 have 
evaded tMl 1 could send you a copy of liord Hailes’s 
opinion on the n^^'s cause, w^ch he withes you to 
read, and correct uiy errorb that there may be in tlm 
language ; for, saye be, * wc live is a erid'eal, though 
not a learned age; and I leek )o screen myiwlf under 
the diield of AJvc.* 1 communicated to him your 
apology for keeping the sheets of hib * Annals' so long. 
Be nys, ' I am sorry to aee that Dr. Johobon is in a 
•tete of lai^or. Why should a sol^ Christian, 
ndiher an ei^usiast nor a fanatie, be very merry or very 
•ad ^ * I envy his lordrii^’a comfortaUe eonstitudM ; 
but wcU do I know that Ingoor aitd^d^tim wjH 
aflfiet tibe be^ however endfant dteir principles. I 
am In pomwBum of Lord Beika’s t^inioa in b own 
hendi wririug, and haoa had H for some dme My ex> 
(Sbae then for pr ocra s tination must he, d>at I wtated tt 
hnwe it copied; tad I have now put thst off as km 
Ant b wlS be better to bring it wiUi me dun MndU^ 
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u 1 dull probibly get you to look tt it sooner when 1 
solicit you is person. * 

My wife, who is, l thtnk God, a good deal )}etter, 
is much obli^ to yon for yoor xery p^te and courte¬ 
ous ofihr of your apartment: but ifsfae goes to London, 
it will be bek for her to ^ve lodgings in the more airy 
vicinity of Hyde-paric. 1,however, doubt much if I 
shall be able to prevail with her to acctnnpaoy me to 
the metropolis; for she is so different from you and 
me, that slie dislikea travelling; and she is ao anxious 
about her ehlldren, that she thinks dbe should be nn- 
happy if St a distance from them. She therefore wishes 
radter to go to some country place in SeotlamL where 
ahe can have diem with her. 

1 purpose being in liondon about the 90th of next 
month, aa I dunk it crediuble to appear in the bouse 
of lor^ u one of Douglas’s counsel, in the great and 
laat competition between Duke Hamilton and him. 

1 am sorry poor Mrs. Williams Is so ill: thoi^ 
her temper is nnpleaiant, she has always been polite 
and obliging to me. 1 wish many fai^y years to good 
Mr. Levett, who, I suppose, hol^ bis usual plaM at 
your breakfast-table. (') 1 ever am, dear Sir, your 
afEbethmate Bervaot, 

Jambs Borwsu** 




r Dromure^ humorooaW observed* 
that Levett uskI to breekfsA <m the emst of s roll, indcb John- 
aou* after tnriiv cut tbo crum for hiihaetf, tkrev to Ma hum^ 
friend. _ B. — Perhaps rhe word threw » here too Bnx^. Dr> 
Jdboaon oover treated Levett with contempt; it» clear indeed, 
from various circumstaneei, th^ he had great kindnen for him. 
1 have often vaOR JohnaoD at breakfast, acotmipanieil, or rather 
attended, by Levett, who bad nlwnm tta iMnaamnact of tbs 
tSa . k ettle... M. ^ Sir J. Hgsriuas slates, “ Ih*. JtAnaon 
fr«|uciitly observed that Levett wee indebted to him for netbing 
move than house-room, Us skiro te * peony Itid at bTfelrfc»4 
and BOW and then a dlaaw on a audey.” — C 
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LsnuSlS. FROU MR. BOSWEtL. 

« Edinburgh, Feb. SS. 1778. 

** Mt dbjui Sir,—Y ou arc at present bony amooget 

tite English poets, preparing^ cfor the public instructioa 

and entertainment, prefa^.$ bic^praphical and critical. 

It will not, therefore, be out of season to appeal to you 

for the decision of a controvenv wliich has ariHen be- 

# 

tween a lady and me concerning a passage in Parnell. 
That poet tella ns, that his hennit quitted bis cell 

• to know tbe world bj sight, 

To dod if booli* or oimxr report it right; 

( For yet by iwaitu atone the world he knew, 

Whose feet came wandVing o’er the nightly dew).’ 


I maintain, that there it an inconsistency here; for at 
the hermit's notions of die world were formed from the 
reports both of bookt and atratns, he could not justly be 
said to know by suwtns ahnet. Be pleased to judge be¬ 
tween us, and kt us have your reasons. (’) 

"What do you say to Taxation no Tyranny,’ now, 
after Lord Nordi's declaration, or coufesnon, or what^ 
ever else his condliatory speech should be called ? I 
never di0cred from you itf politics but upon two pOhtts 
— the Middlesex election, and the taxation ctf die 
Americans by the British bouses of reprdientatives. 
There is a cAarm in the word paHiament, so I avmd iti 
As 1 am a steady and a warm tory, I regret that the king 
does not see it to be better for him to receive oonatitu* 
tumal snj^diea from Ms American subjects by the voice 
of thdr own assemblies, where his royal person n rcfpre* 
aeiiacd, than dinn^ the medium of bis Britidi streets, 
i kn peraoaded that the powdt of the crown, whidi 1 
liilh to iRcreaae, would be greater when in emtaet widl 





under 
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all its doiainions, than if * the rays of h(nim 7 ’(-) 
wnrc 'to ahiiie' upoif America ^roogb that dense uid 
troubled body, a modem Briti^ parbament. But, 
enough of this sulgect; for your angry voice at Ash. 
bourne upon it still sounds awful ‘ in ray mind's eare.* 

1 ever am, &c. * * Jambs Boswbjlx,.*’ 

X^sma S16. TO MBS. MONTAGU. 

« Mareh A 1778. 

'' Madam,—A nd so you are alarmed, naughty lady f 
Ypa might know tliat I was ill enough when Mr. Thri^ 
bnwght you my excuse. Could you think that I miaeed 
the honour of being at (your) tabic for any slight rea. 
son ^ But you (have) tdn many to miss any one of us, 
and I am (proud) to be rentombered at last I am 
mucli better. A HtUe cough (still) remains which will 
not confine me. To houses (like yours) of great deli> 
cacy 1 am not willing to bring it. 

" Now, dear Madam, we must talk of burincss. Poor 
Pavies, the bankrupt bookaciler, is acdiritiDg hia friends 
to collect a small sum for the reptirchase of part of his 
houMhold stufil Several of them gave him five guineas. 
It would be an honour to him to owe part of hia relief 
to Mrs. Montagu. 

^ Let me thank you. Madam, once more for your 
inquiry; you have, perhaps, among your numerous train 
not one Uiat values a kind word or a kind look more 
thu). Madam, yours. Sec, 8ax. Johkbon.** 

Lvmasi?. TO MRS. MONTAGU. 

« Mardi 6. ] 778. 

* Madam, I hope Davies (^), who does not want 
wit, dees not want gcatitude, and diW he will be almost as 

(1) Alludhw to a line in hit " Vanity of Homan Widiet,** 
daiariMnf Caraiiial Wobey in a state of ckvatton: 

**ThRnebmB the raw et mfsl teunty 

(•) Tom Oaries, the bankrupt bookaeller, In whoee behalf be 
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thsukftil for ^ aa 1 am to the ktter that en> 
closed it. ' 

** If 1 do not loa^ what I ^pe always to keqi, my 
leverence for transcendent merits f diall cmitinue to be 
with nnaltetable fidelity, Madam, your &c. 

1* *t Bam. JoBifaoN.*’ 

r 

LtRca 318. FEOM MB. BOSWELL. 

*^^dinlwrgbt March 18. 177S. 

** Mt DBA* SiB, — alarm of your late iUnesi 
distreased me but a £cw hours; for on the evening of 
the day diat it readied me, 1 found it contradicted in 
' The London Chronicle,' whidi I eouU defend up<a 
as autlKntic concerning you, Mr. Strahan bdng the 
pinter of it. I did not aee to paper in which * to 
broaching extinction of a bright luminary' waa an* 
Doonced. Sir William Forbes told me of it; and he 
aaya he saw me ao uneasy, that he did not give me to 
rqwrt in such strong terms as be read It. He after* 
wards sent n» a letter from Mr. Langton to him, which 
rdieved me mudi. I am, however, sot guile easy, as 
1 have not heard from you ; and now I dtall not have 
tot comfort before 1 see you, fm 1 set out for London 
to-morrow before to post'comes in. I hope to be wifii 
you <m Wednesday mormng: and 1 ever am, widi to 
highest veneration, my dear Sir, you most obliged, 
fitful, and afibettoiate honUe aerwt, 

" Jambs Boswbli..'’ 
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Jnmatft ttfBitt CcuH.~-~ 7\>m I)e*ie*.—Coufutti at ti» 
Bar ^ the Hnuee <if Commone. t- TAamoa J Kempie. 
— Ueee </ a 7>iarv.— Sfifct Afthermce to Tfutk,^-^ 
Okoeit. — John fTeairff. — AlHinat/e* » J)ng. — Emh> 
^ratton.-^yarliamtntarjf FtoqufTur.-^FiaM ffunp- 
ere. — Jrieh Language. — Thuk»ee*e'e ** Tiwek'' 
— HeneUg. — Trmf'tatifn. — I>r. Xenucig e Tra^ 
gedg. — Shooitng a Htgheagman. — Mr. HonHing. 

ContentmeHt. — Ltinfg <(/* Xarretum.^ — Mre. 
Montagu.^ IlarriM of li9Hehurg.-~~J>pJmUMn.— 

WinO’Artnking. — Pleature,—* Giniemith. Chariee 
the F^h. Beet Jingheh Sermone. — Seeing 
Scoiluntt."—'J(>»eiit4*mH.'^D*bing‘e " Okt-erratiotte 
im 

Ou WodaeMlayy Miurrh 18., 1 &rr)ve4 iu London, 
aad wu informed by good Mr. Ftonci-*, that bU 
master was bctt(>r, and was gouo to Mr. Thraie'a at 
Htrootbam, to which placo 1 wrote to him, begging 
to knorw whdn be woxdd be in town. Ho waa not 
expected for aomo fiom; but next day, liaving 
otOed on Or. Taylor, in Dean's-yard, \Ve^tinittbter 
1 ibnsd him and was told bo bad oouw to 
town for a few hours. He mot mt with his uanal 
hindaeim bitt instantly rotumed to the writing of 
•one^liaag on which he waa «nplo} ed when 1 came 
in, and on wbi^ be aaoiweti much iotent Finding 
toIh Vit. a 
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him thus engaged, I made short, and 

had so more of his oonversaticii, except his express 
tng a aerious regret that a ftiead of ouia CMr 
Langtoa] was living at too much expense, con¬ 
sidering how poor an app(*i<ance ho made: “ If,*' 
said he, ** a ninn has splcadour from his cxpoise, H 
he spends his money in pride or in )deasure, he has 
value; but if be lets others spend it for him, whirh 
n most oomnioulj the cave, be has no advantage 
from it** 

On Friday, March 20^ 1 found him at hit own 
house, sitting with Mrs. Williams, and wb« in¬ 
formed that the room fornu riy allotted to mo was 
now appropriated to a charitable purpose; Mrs 
DesmouiInB(>)» and,,.l think, her daughter, and a 
Miss Canalehuel, i# lodged in iL Such was 
his humanity, and such his generosity, that Mn.. 
Desmoulins herself told me he allowed her half a 
guinea a week. Let it be remembered, that tbta 
was above a twelfth port of hi* pension.(3) 

Ills iliberajity, indeed,* was at all periods of bis 


(1) Dwtgbter of Dr. Swtnfoo, Johnaon^ fodfirtlwr, sad wjdev 
of sir. DRPaauliii% s wnung>4DSUeT. ^ 

(9) Tbe diMTiHions ihik hbo many odd inbaWKansi of bui 
iHMHe cboM to hre c OimartH y in, iHi ti a >a u a sM mortUBd 
ssoasAnaly. He realty ww sometiniey efraid of gmag hraie, 
ha e ai mf m wm so nv« to he atist ai tbs door wkb iramtMTlew 
eomlatattj and Iw mad tutenent jiathetieellyto mc^aiKl to 
Jdr. flattree, tta ItalMB lasster, who aas nurb fais favooRti*, 
ams tbn amS* Idi Kfb ButonAio tnm the impoimbUtty be 
of BMdnw tbetra bawr. wbwt eiArr &raur br bestowed on on* 
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Ilfo very rcnuvka^e. Mr. Howard, of Lichfield, 
Dt wboite father'a hoaae JohMoa had in hia eartv 
yrars been kindly received, told me, that when he 
was a boy at the Charterhouse, his father wrote to 
him to go and pay a >YiAt to Mr. Samuel Johnson, 
ii'hich he accordingly and found him in an 
uppe^jpioiQ, of poor appearance. Johnson reo'ivcd 
him wth much courtoousness, and talked a great 
deal to him, as to a schoolboy, of the course of his 
education, and other jiarticulars. When he after* 
wards came to know and undt-rotand the high chu- 
racter of thin gn^at nuui, ho ri'coilectcd'liis condf- 
'•ocnalon with wonder. Hu added, that when he 
was going away, Mr. John>OD presented him with 
half a guinea; nitd this, said Mr. Howard, waa at a 
time Mhou he probably hod not another. 

We ndired from Mrs. Williams to another room. 
Tom Davies soou after joined us. He hod now tin* 
fortunately faihHl in his circumstances, and vas 
much indebted to Dr. Johnson’s kindness for ob* 
taiufiiir for him many alleviations of liU ^tresf. 
AApr he went away, Jolin<.ou blamed hia f<^y it4 
quoting the stage, by which he and hia wife got 


five hnodred pounds a year. J said, 1 believed it 
was owing td Cburcblll's attack upon him, ** He 
months a sentence aa cure month a bone.” John- 
eoK. ^ I bdleve so too. Sir. But what a man is 
he who ia to be drivmi from the stage by a line ? 
Another line would haTO driven him from his 
ahopP 

1 told him that I wne engaged u eouned at the 
bur of tha of oommoea to oppose a toad-bili 

B 2 
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in the oooii^ oC Stirling! and ai)k«d him what mode 
he would adviae me to follow in addrefelng raeh 
an audicooe* Joknuon. ** Wh;* Sit} you mutt 
provide youiaetf with a good dial of extraui'oua 
matter, which you are to>^ftodtioe occasionally, su 
as to fill up th( time; Kit you muet eontiid«r» that 
they do sut listen much. If you Iwgin the 
atreagth of your oause* it may l>c l«»t bcfon they 
iKigin to Ueten. When you catch a moment of 
attenticAy prcm the merite of the quoation upon 
tbeoi.” lie Mud, oe to one ix>iut of the uaents, that 
he tliought ** it would be a wrung thing to dcpnve 
the smaU laadboldcrs of the pn>il<^e of aaaciMuog 
tbemaolves ior mahmg and rejiairlng the high roade t 
It iwtf detiroywff a I'erUmi portion (jf Itbeftff wrtAout 
a good teuMUf vAWd wu ahot^s a Ififd tktng'’ 
When 1 mentioued thie obeervation next day to 
Mr. Wykee, he pleasantly said, What! docs ht 
talk of liberty? JLAerty U as ildioulons in its 
mouth as Tihgion In miner Mr. Wilkes's advice 
as to the best mode of speaking at the bar of the 
house of commons was nut more respectful towards 
tiie senate titan that of Dr. Johnsom ** Be as im¬ 
pudent as yon can, na merry as yon can, ttnd say 
whatever cornea uppermost! Jack Bce(*) is the 
best heard thaie of -any counsel < and he is the 
most impudeiU d^, and always abusing uC 


fry lift, lott irflcnraztk Solidtar.Gehers] fe ths SseliinaltttB 
edmtomnBkMt. *• He •«» a bmi» of •tmna ot 

tfsarw ntsnwwt, ■odwhsasyw heUuiadtosntnMistMoosrw’W 

Hsmi mrnsMlsr^idhto fi i t is a ^ fea vlalaaof of Ms mm- 
thyagimiS Its p#i>^ sad Ms i iutin s tu I n othmi ahutturns to 
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In my iiitervipWii#|tih Dr, Johoson this evening, I 
tras quite easy, qufte m his companion; upon 
^liich 1 find in my journal the following reSection t 
** So ready is my irind to saggoet matter for dis- 
satisfoctioB, that 1 feU*«^rt of regret timt I was* so 
easy. 1 missed that awiul reverence with which 1 
uscil to eoRtem]date Ma. Samokl Jodksos, in fbe 
complex magnitude of his literary, moral, and reli- 
gioas character, 1 have a W4mdcrfQ) super^litions 
feve of myttrryi when, perhaps, the truth is, that 
it is o^ing to tiie cloudy darlmces of my own mind. 
1 should i>e giad that I am more sdvani'td in my 
progress of being, so that I can %icw Dr. Johnson 
with a steadier and cleaner e)c. My disMitufaoUob 
to-night was foolish. Would it not be foolish to 
regret that we shall have less mystery in a future 
state ? That * we now see in a gloss darkl)',* but 
shall ‘then see face to fan*?’*’ This redection, 
which I thus iVeely eonununieate, will be sidued by 
the thinking part of my readers, who may have 
themselres eiperieneed a t^imilar state of mind. 

Ho return^ nevt day to Streatbam, to Mr. 
Tbnde’s) wiiere, as Mr. Strahao once complained 
to meb ** he was in a groat measure absorbed iVom 
tbo sciriety*of his old friends.” 1 was kept in 
Ltmdofi by bosiacss, and wrote to him on the iS7^ 
that ** a M{«ration from him for a week, when wc 
were so jsrar« was eq«al to a separafron for a year, 
when We weaw at foar hundred miles distaaoe.” i 
went to StraattMMB cfli Monday, March 30. Before 
he appeared, Mia, fhnle made a veiy charaotetii- 
tieal redial t “ I do not know for aertain what will 

s 9 
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plcB»e Dr. Johnson: 1>Qt I knor for eerUio that it 
will diiq^letse him to praise uif Hiing, even what he 
likes admvagantly.** 

At dinner he iaughed at qnttruloas dudamaiions 
against the on aeooui^)t luxury, increase of 
3>>ndon, —scarcity of pn>ClaioM,<—and other such 
topica “ Houses,’* said ho, ** w^ he built tiU rents 
CiQ; and com is m<Hi? plentifol now than ever it was.* 

I had before dinner repeated a ridiculous story 
t(dd me by an old nau, who had been a panseDgcr 
with me in the •tago*eoach to-day. Mrs. Thralc, 
having taken ocoad<»i to allude to it in talking to 
me, called it, " The story (old you the old wo¬ 
man.” " Now, Madam,” said I, |^ve me leave 
to catch yoa in the fact: U was not an old woman, 
bnt an old auw, whom X mentioned as having told 
me this.” I presumed to take ao opportunity, in 
the presence of Johnson, of showing this livdy lady 
how ready she was, unintcntioimUy, to deviate from 
•»xact antbcBticity of narratitm. 

Thomas d Keinpis (be observed) must be a good 
book, as the worid has opmied its arms to receive 
it. It is said to have been printed, in eoe langoage 
or other, as many times as there have been memths 
unee it first came I always was streck wtA 

this sentence in it: ** Be not angry that you cannot 
iwdae o^ers ,aa yott wish them, to be, «hee yoa 
oanaot mdke yeopi^ to ftoi wish-to be.(t} . 


0)Tto 
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H« nSd, " I wUfUigry with Hord about CoiHe^ 
for havittg puUiflbed It aeketioD of k» -woriu i but. 

bettor roBiiiieiwtioii, 1 think there is no im* 
)>ropric>ty’ in a man's pubUsking as muek as he 
Hioosos of any anUiott V ^ ^ 

iiDt of the way. A mu, for iiManoe, may print 
the Odn of llonioe done." He seemed ti be in a 
more indalgest humour than when this suf^eet was 
discuswd between him sod Mr. Murphy. (>) 

When we were at tea and ooffe^ t^re oame in 
Lord Trimiestown, in whose fainiiy was an ancknt 
Irish peerag<>> liut it suffered by taking the gene> 
rous side in die troubkv of the last CMitury. (^) He 
was a man of pleuing conversation, and was ao* 
companted by a young gentleman, his son* 

1 mentioiied that I had in ray possession the Life 
of Sir Uobert Sibbald, the ociebratod Scottish an> 


tiquary, and founder of the royal college of phy* 
sieiana at Kdhibuigh, in the original raaiinseript in 
hU own handwriting; and that it was I believed, 
iiu> most natural ud eaodid account of himself that 
ever wat given hf any man. As on instance, he 
telU that the Dake of Penh, then ohancellor of 
Seotkad^ pressed him very mutdi to come over to 
the &OBMa*CathoUe fiutb: that ho resisted all hU 
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gnoe’fl ATgumenti for a coiuid^fale thoe, till one 
da^ he felt hiamelf* ae U vere^^tnatawtaneoa^y eon- 
vinocd, and vith tears in hit eyes ran into the duWs 
arms, and embnoed the anetent religion; that he 
contutned vexj steady in l^fhr some tinte, ami ac- 
coinpnniod his grace to Lomlon one winter, and lived 
in his Itqiisehdld; that there he tonnd the rigid fast¬ 
ing prescribed by the ehnreh very severe upon him; 
that this disposed him to re-oonsidor the controversy; 
and having then seen that he wes in the wrong, be 
rotnroed to Protestantism. 1 talked of some time 
or other publiabiog this curious Ufa, flns. THaAi.m 
« I think you had as well let alone that puhUcation* 
To discover such weakness exposes a mao when be 
in gone." Johnsow. ** Nay, it is an honest pio* 
lure uf human nature. How often are the piimary 
motives of our greatest acdous as small as Silibohrs 
fur his re-ooBver^teo 1 ” Mrs. TiiBAi.E. But 
may they not as well be forgotten?" Joiixsok. 

No, Madam; a man lores to review his own 
mind. Tlmt is the use of a diary or journal." 
Loru TRiMZ.neTOWK. ** True, Sir. As thu la¬ 
dies leva to see tbenadves in a glals, so a man lihes 
to see himself in hla joum^" Boawaz.i.ii " A 
very pretty idlnsion." Joansoir. ** Yhs> indeed." 
Boswslu “ And as a lady a4iuato her drees 
before a mirror, a maa a(j|jn«ts bk character by 
ledtiag at his jouraah" I nest year ARuid the 
same thought ia Atterbuiy's » Puieml Semen on 
Lady Cutm whm havi^ mentioned h«r Hiaiy, 

haaaysi this gbm Ao every day direiead her 
mind." This Is a |moof of colneidmiea, and not 
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»r plagiorUm; for* I htd ne^er retd that sermon 
before. • 

Next nnondngt while we were at bregkDut, John* 
(<ot) (iiave a very rameKt recommendation of what Lo 
hiniself {iracHsed with uboMt oonscientioiiSDem: 

1 moan a strict attentimi u> truCh^*) even In the 
most minute particulars. ** Aeoustom your chU* 
dren,” said he, ** constantly to this: if a thing hap> 
pnurd at one nuKloa', and they, wlieu reladiig it, 
tay tiiat ir haj)pcned at another, do not IK it pass, 
hut instantly check them: you do not know where 
deviation from truth will end.** DowwatL. ** U 
may come to the door: and when once un account 
is at all runed in one circumstance, it may by de* 
grees be varied so as to bo totally difit'rent from 
what really hap|H'ncd.” Our lively hostess, whose 
(oucy WM imnatient <if Uic rein, fidgeted at this, 
and ventured to ray, ** Nay. this is too much.* If 
Or. Joliuson should forbid me to drink tea, 1 would 
comply, M I should fo(>I the restraint only twice a 
day: but HtUe variaUoDS in narrative must imppen 
a ibousand tiinos a day, if one is not perpetually 
Watching/' JouKsov. ** Well, Madam, and you 
ov^hi to be perpetually watching. It is more from 
oareleB«iiess*ahottt titiib, than frean intentidna] lying, 
that thrare is so much fidsehood in the wurki." 

In ids rovitiw of Dr. Waiiim’B ** Essay rni the 
tVrHings and GenSns of P^>e," Jfdmson has 
given the following ralntary oandon upon this sub* 
^'eet X ** Kottdi^ but experience could evince the 

(»> Isswid^ VoL VL f, Cfe -C. 
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finqucti^ oi &Ue i&formaUoD, ttr vnablF any man 
to eoBoeivB that so oumy groihtdlnis rspoits ahottkl 
be fkTopagated as every uuun of eaununoe taay heer 
of hdras^. SiHue nen relate ahat they think as 
tHiat they know; some m( of coiifosetl memories 
and habitual iuaccumcy avribe to one man what 
behmgs to another; and aome talk on without 
thoD^t or care. A fi>w men are sufficient to broach 
falsehoods, which are afterwards ianorently diffused 
by suecessive >relater8.''(‘) Had he lived to read 
what Sir J<dui Hawkins and Mrs. Piusri kav( 
latod ooneemmg himself, how much would he have 
fouTid his observation Ulnstrated t He was, indeed, 
80 much impressed with the prevalence of falsehood, 
voluntary or unintenrionid, that I never knew an> 
person who, upon bearing an extraordinary cireun>> 
stance toM, discovered more of the inendulua wh. 
HeVould say, with a significant look and decidve 
tone, ** It is not so. Do not tell titis agidu.”(‘) 
He inculcated upon all his friends the importance 
of perpetual vigilance against the jdighttwt degrees of 
falsehood; the effect of which, as Sir Joshua R(y> 
ndds^ olMervad to me, has been, that all who were of 
bis sdhwf are distinguished for a krre tff truth and 
accuracy, which tiiey would not have jionCTacd in 
the same degree if they had not been aognainted 
with Jolmon. 


[S> tiiCtrsrjr Uaguin, \JU, p. S7. 

Pa) tWfbUawjngpUtnA)lsaaio*sO|mdsMcoaBS(d<tBtliis 
metMAmi byaaltalMR wrhsr, qtttbd by AM «iVcnM* 
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Ttlking of he Mud» " It U wofidcrftil thrt 
five thousand ynn hEve now lapsed «iace the crea¬ 
tion of the wortdi and stiU it ts undecided whether 
or not tliere has ever been an infftance of the spirit 
of any person appearilWfter death. AU az^ument 
is against it; but all baiiufis farit.” 

H<‘ said, John Wesley's eoBv w ra at ion is good, 
hut he is never at leisure. He U always oUlged to 
go at a certain hour, llus la very disagreeable to 
a man who lovea to fold his 1^ and have out his 
talk, as I do." 

On Frid^i Apnl 9., I dined with him in London, 
in a coo^any (t) where were present st'veral eimnenfa 
men, whom I shall not name, but distinguish thdr 
jHuts in the conversation by diffisrent letters. 

F. ** I have been looking at this famous antique 
marble dogof Mr. Jcnnmgs(^), \aH<od at u thousand 
guineas, said to be Alcibiades's dog." John&ok. 
** His tail then mu>t be docked. That was the 

f 1 }^Tiik CtvB. ^ TUt Menu to be tbe only metsoce in ubich 
Mr. liM TmtureO to si*« to any detail the c*Mit emtioB 

of tbei eoeiety j and we eee tMt on Ihk occoMon he hae not 
awntiuned the wowwa bat hoe dufuteed the partiee under whst 
look like MWeb. All t hese IcUm, howernr,—oren nith the 
maset of the enoMn; Wbn u%—it w not sw to appropnets. 
It aniean by the bo&a of the Club, at Ur. llntcbet infonnt 
tne, tUt the eompesv on that evcoine coB«<tod IH. Johinon. 
nrttoliiai, ih»ri% Mr. George Fordreeh Mr. 

Gibbstu ]>r. Je h nae n (acatn naiwnfX thr Joabiut lleynolds 
Lord upp* Oe Mj, end jIIt. H. B. Shendon. In Mr. Boa* 
Hoesnnt, the Inttfai £. no doabt atandi fur fdmimd 
Burke; F., in oRutteii to Ua fioeilf (MBMof I'lsanonn^i pro¬ 
bably mewu Lord Ueoer Oeaory; but «be appemlatuHi of iho 

other bMsn Is voiy dtt^L—C. 

(9) TWa was at this dais aa oMeet oi oirioil^ In 

tooioii, las ilBft. Am, Apnl 4 ., im, p. I7A «bura it b 
atatsd to Mm baas aaMfir a gointaa—C. 
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MMl. TW repieoentetion of so Bn,iin?il whatercr it 
wOiili 10 Kiic^ At thit ntte» a dead U(^ would* 
MMd, be better tban a Imog lion.'* Jouvaoif. 
<** Sif) H b Bot tba wortli thr thiug, but of the 
abtil <B forauog it* whitl^ u bo lugbly eatimatcd. 
Ererf thing Uiat cnlaiget the fij^ore of human 
fNnrera* that ahowt man he can do wluxt he thought 
he eotdd not do* ia raloaUc. llu' hrst man who 
Iwlaiieed a atraw upon hia nose; Jolmson (')* uho 
rode epon three honea at a time; iu ehnrt, all aueh 
men deaorve the applauae of mankind, not on ac> 
xsount of the nao of what they did, but of the Ucx* 
terity whieh they exhibited.'’ IIoiwelv “Yitu 
muaj^Ieation of time and aaridoity ia not to bo 
encoortged. Addibon* in one of his * Spectators,* 
oommenda the judgnmnt of a king, who, ns a Buit> 
id>lo reward to a man that by long poraoveranoe had 
attained to the art ctf throw i»g a barlry*enni tlirodgb 
the eye of a needle, gave him a bnshtd of barley.” 
Johnsox. *' lie muit have been a king of Scotia^, 
where badey ia soarcc.” F. ** One of the moat re* 
markable antj<}Qe figures of an animal is the boor at 
FhMeoee.*' Joahsow. The first boar that b wdl 
made iii 4 iDarble i^old be preserved ha a wonder. 
When men arriwa at a fariU^ of making boars well* 
theft the workaumship b sot of such value; but 
they sboold* however, be preserved as examjdes* 
and Mi.ft greater aecurity for thp reitoraHon of the 
itedd H be 


rDlmwifik VsL . i).i7a'<.^c. 
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£. »Wf> hear prodigknui cosni^aati at|>re«iit 
«f emigmtioiu 1 am. eoffrioeed that .endgratiea 
aiakes a country more populouiu*' J. ** That 
sounds very much lik<* a ptr^oK.” £. ** Bxporla- 
turn of men, liLc ^tios o/ all other oomBo^ 
tics, makes more be pnM^oed.*' JonjiaoH. 
there uould \» more people were ^re not eoiifra> 
Hon,prt>\i(Jiil tljere were food for moi^” E* “No{ 
leave u tew bret^ders, aod you'll hare move people 
than if tUt're were no esn^ratitA.'’ Jobhsov. 
** Nay, Sir, it N plain therv' will be more peopk^ if 
tiuro are more breeders. Thirty cows Hi good 
jhistiire uiU produec mon> caWes than ten cows, 
piovided they have pouih bulls." K. There are 
biilk^') enough lu iitlaiid." Johnson (smiling). 
" 2 >o, Sir, I sliouhl tUinL from your argument." 
Bosun L. "You said exportation of men, like ex> 
portatinn of other conuuodities, makes more be pro- 
duced. But a bounty w given to encourage the 
exportation of com, and no bounty is given for 
die exportation of men ; though, indeed, those who 
go, giuu by it." B. “ But the bounty on the ex¬ 
portation of com is paid at home." E. ** That's 
the same thing" Joiinsoh. "No, Sir." R. ‘‘A 
man whp sihys at home gains notfaii^ by his neigh, 
boor's emigrating.*’ BosWbll. I can understand 
that enugratiutt may be the cause that more people 
may be ]wod«oed in a country; but the eountrr 
wiU not iherefere be the more populous j for the 

(1) A!1 suMr. notwell riwwhm asyis mutt ^e a sny 
taimAet raeofdl of ttN eotmrwtton. Mr. ilurkr, no doutit, 
flMsni to RlluSs (cmbim with a iMb wnowwy) to lha Mipen* 
abundant popaUioo of ItaUnd..—C 4 
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^ople Isatte from it. It ean oulf be Haid that there 
IS « flow of people. It U an eiRouT^moat to have 
chihlreii, to ^ow that they ean get a living hy 
endgratioD.'* R. “Yes, if thereven* an einigrjuon 
•otf Ghildrec under six yearsago. But tiu} don't 
emigrate till they eould i.'am their iivrhhoml in 
•iome way at home.** C. It is remarkable that the 
most unhualtiiy countries, where there are th< most 
destructive diseases, such as Egypt and B< ngal, an' 
the most populous.** Johnson. “Countneb uhirii 
are the roost populous have the most destructiw* 
disease^. is the true state of the proposiuon.” 

C. “ Holland is very nnhoaltfay, yrt it is cxretd* 
ingly populorow** Jorhson. “1 knou uot that 
Holland is unhealtliy. But itspopuloubriess bowing 
to an influx of people from all other countries. 
Disease cannot be the causi* of populoosness; for 
it nut only carries off a great proftortion of the 
people; but those who are left sea weakeunl, and 
unfit for the purpose- of inercase.^ 

K. “ Mr. £., I don't mean to flatter, but w hen 
posterity reads one of your speeches in iNurliamoiit, 
it will difficult to believe that you took so inueh 
pains, knowing with certainty that it could produce 
no eficct^fhat not one vote would be gAoed by it" 
£. “ Waving your eompHmeiit to me, I shall say, 
in general, it is very wdl worth wlUle for a man 
to take pains to speak wdl in pariiament A man. 
who has vanity, speaks to display his talents; and 
if n nun speaks well, he gradually establishes a cer* 
taia Rotation and consequence in the general opi¬ 
nion, whkh sooner or later wQl have its jH^tieal 
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n'Kard. Bosidps, though aot one vote is gained* a 
gt)(»d spoe<‘h }iat» fts,effect. Though an act whidi 
i>a<< iMjpn ably oppoa<^ passes into a law, yet in its 
progrobH It is modelled, it is softened in such a man- 
noTj that we ste plaiuf^ the mimster has been told* 
that the nii mbero attuc!^ d to him arc so sensible of 
Its iJijiistu'e or absurdity from what they have heard, 
that it must bi‘ alten'd. Joqnsok. ** And, Sir, 
there i<« a gratifcatiuu of pride. Tltough we can- 
sot out-vole them, wr will out-argue them. They 
shall lint do wrung, without its being shown both 
tu tluni>>(lvei «ui(l to the worid.** E. bouse of 
comiuon«> is a luiM'd body. (I except the minority, 
who h I hold to be pure (hoiilmg), but I take the 
whole Ihiusi .) It is a nuh« by no means pure ; but 
nt irlx r IS It w holly corrupt, though there h» a large 
projinrtion of corruption in it Tliere arc many 
itU'nilK'iw who geuerully go with the miuhtor, who 
will not go all lengths. Theje are many bontst 
well-meaning soimlry gentlemen who are in par- 
]\ niiQDt only to keep up the consequence of their 
families. I'pon most of these a go^ speech w ill 
Iiave iitfluonct*.** Johnsuw. "We are all mon* 
or less governed by intereit But interest will 
not make us <}o every thing. In a case which 
adiiiiUf of doubt we try to tUnk on the side which 
is for onr interest and generally bring ourselves to 
act aooordia^y. But the subjeet must admit of 
diversity i^ oolavring ; it must receive a colour on 
that side. In the house of emnmons there are 
ttembers enough who will not vote what is grossly 
ui^ust or absurd. No, Sir; there must always Iw 
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light enough, or appearance of right, to keep ^ roag 
tu comteTiance.’* XUisivkll.. 'rhoti> «ur< ly 
ways a Buyority in pMrlituucut viin }a\r places, or 
who want to hare them, and who tlurt'ioio a ill be 
generally ready to eu, port C'^vviiinicDt, 'nitiiour n • 
quiriug any pretext” £. ^'^rrui, Sir; mojontv 
will always follow 

*Qpai]amoi tocst «t turba rdK.itiuia. 

Boswell. ** Well now, let us take the niniKiiiii 
phrase, Placohuniers. 1 thought the> hud hiiiitul 
without regard to any thing, just as tin ir huiitsninn, 
the minister, leads loukiiig only to the prey. V> -f- 
**But taking your roetuplior, y»u knon tlnil in 
hunting there are low so dt*s{toroti ly Lei n at to tub 
low without reserve. Sutne do not ehnone to h.ip 
ditclm and hedges and risL their ncekv or gallop 
over fitet^S or even to dirty theiusi Uei in bog* 
and mire.” Boswflt,. *'lumglad them are fodh 
goml, quiet, moderate politiunl huntns." R. “ 1 be¬ 
lieve in iUiy body of men in Knglaitd I fdiouhl ha^e 
been in the mimirity , J have aluais iti’cn 'r the 
minority.” P. “l‘hc hoim of eoritmoiis ,r«‘sci<ibies 
a private rompany. How aeldoni ih anj man con* 
vinced by another’s argument ; pasvion and pride rise 
agoiust it.” R. ^ What would be the couMHjueoce, 
if a Udiiibter, sure of a majority in the house of 

f] I Lord BolinfpinAa, who, howrvw UnO'^tahlo m » re«to> 
fhysreuin, mu<« be allowed to haw had Rduj)riU)]e tdvnta m a 
pMlteal imu*r, tbo^ di^enbca tbe bon^e of comaione in hit 
* Tattir to 8<r WllBan Wjrndham— “Yen know the nature 
of thtf MawnWy! chav ORw, like bounds, fond of Ura aun artw 
ahotra tten gKoa, ana Of whoK halioo they «e tiaed to be «a- 
eoon^ed." 
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coiuinoRft, tliould resolye that there ehoiM be w 
epcelung at «U bis stdeP” £. **Ue meet 
»(>on fto out. That ha* been tried { b«t it vai 
l*«mu It Mould not do.” - . . 


r The lrl»h ian^j^oage la not prinitive ; U !• 
cftonir. a mixture ob the northern ttmgue*; it 
^\'s .Miii h Englwh in it** Johnson. *Tt vuf have 
f f‘ Tf'utonie. but Engtiab end 

w ' h have no atniilarity to the eye* ihongb mdi- 
\%tl> the wune. Once, when looking into Low 
Oiitch, 1 found, in a whole page, only one WMd 
' imtlar to Englbh; riroew, like itrmm, and it alg- 
rnhiNl tufe.'* (*) £. "1 remember hariBg sees S 
Dutch Minuet, in which I found thiv word, rounth 


/MCA. Nobody would at first think that this could 
h(* Diglwht hut, when we inquire, we find foss, 
rove, and 4i:pte, knob, so we have raie^tufa” 
Johnson. 1 have been reading Thi^esse's 
I'riA'U, which 1 think are entertaining.” Boswbll. 
** What Sir, a good book ? ” JonNSON. ** Yes, 
S to tead once. I do not say you are to stake 
a study of it, and digest it: and 1 believe it to be 
a true book in his uiU ntion. Alt tnvtdlers generally 
mean to tell truth; thoi^^h Thicknesse observes 
npon Sniolkii^'s account of his farming a whole 
town in Pranee hj firing a blnndesbuM, and fright¬ 
ening a Frutmii sutbleinaD tiU he made hhn tie on hts 
portmaoteau, thbt he would be kudb to say Smollett 


(1) Dr. JeboiNn Sesnat to hsvs teen m wxsr to ttfs prist. 
Am MfWfiSA >Mk whst lOwM dow m Xi^Urii — ohsmii^ 

Js2s«M 2ss^-cr “• 

voi^ni. 9 
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told tw^ lief in one pa^s bathe had fnncd the 
^jr «p;vB itt Fftaet when thee^i things ruuld have 
bem^eiaBd. TivreUen dUn be mistaken. 

In eveiy thhtg, ezo^ where mcnemytioa can be 
afiphadiiAiafiittf hooe^f (hffer. There has been, of 
bUOi a atruge turn ha tnvf^en to be displeased.*’ 
E. ** Ftmb the experience whi^ I have had, — 
and 1 have had a great deah 1 have learnt to think 
hettr of maBkiad.” JouNaov. ** Fnwi my «xpe> 
rienoB I haye found them worse in oonunercial dca^ 
ingSy more dispoeed to cheat than 1 had any notion 
of j.but more dispoeed to do ooeanotiter gtK>d than 
1 had conedved.’' J. ** hem Just and more bene< 
ficent^JoRvaon. ** And, reaUy« it is wonderAih —> 
omxridotiiig jbow mueh attention is aeccesary for men 
Co take care of themselves, and ward off idunediste 
evils which press iq>on them,—it is wonderful how 
much they do for others. As it is edfl of the greiU- 
est llaTf that he tells more truth thu fafaehood : so 
it may be said of the worst uan^ that he does more 
good than evil.** BoswaLt. " Perhaps foom ex¬ 
perience men may be found kapf^ than we anp- 
pose." JoRKSOK. Sir; tbemoreweinquifo 
we shall find men the less happy.” P* ** Aa to. 
thinking better or wmrse of mankind firom exporienoei 
some cunning pet^ will not be m ti f flw i udem they 
have put men to the test, as they think. There la 
a vfry good story tohlof Sir Oo(^r(^ SnaDer, in hia 
character of a justioe of toe peace. A gentlman 
hratight his semnt before hii^ upon an aomisation 
V hkving stolen eome money J^a hinlif but it 
IhkvW oeae oni that he had lab' Hpn^oaaly hi the 
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tprvftBt'b vrvgt iA order to trjr Us bo&Mtj, Sir Ood- 
bey sent dte meifter to prison.** (') JoHmoM. 
** To roBfeit tenptttion odce is not n soffident proof 
of honrety. If s icmlrt, indeed^ were to resist tbo 
conrinned temptation ^ sOrer ly^ in a window, as 
v)me peoirie let H 1 ^ben he is sure his n^aster 
does not know how mndi there is of it, he would 
pw a ffbong proof of honesty. But this is a proof 
to whioh yon have no right to put a man. You 
know, huttumly' speaUng, there is a oertidn degree 
of lemptatira whioh u ill overcome aay virtue. Now, 
in so flkr as yon approaeh U>mptation to a man, you 
do him an uyuryi and, if he is ovoroomc. yon share 
his gujdL” P. ** And, uiion once overcome it is 
easier for Urn to be got the better of again.** Bos* 
wELtm ** Yes, you are bis seducer; you have 
bauohed hbn. 1 have known a man resdved to put 
fnendahlp to the test, by asking a friend to ksnd bun 
money, merdy with that view, when he did not want 
h.** Joantov, ** That iavery wrong, Sir. Your 
frund may hea narrow man, and yet have many 
good qua^: narrowness may be his only fault. 
Kosr yon arc trying hk general character as a friend 
by one paitieular au%)y, in which he h^pens to be 
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defeotSF 0 t vheo, in irutb* bit cbara<^ it eompoeed 
of nittf ptortittolan.** 

E> ** 11ipdeii|«D4 tbe h<>pibci>d of doftC* which 

Ihli waeftf mt fimmved wHb by our fHco4 the 
d«n (<)t h nmdf out; X ti^fnh be thonld be writ* 
^ to Mod ftaother ct Abe auBe lJad> Let the 
reqsett be mide wHh • heppf ttmbignity of expret- 
eioii, to tbet we may bare the ebeaoe of bit Moding 
tteleoeaep ro te p t" Joicvtoir. "loiwdUogto 
o&w my e^ose u tecretery on tbie eeeetioa.** 
P. ** At neay at aie for Dr. iohnaon beiag eeore* 
teiybold up yonr beade.—Ceiried umnimonriy*** 
Botwep;.!.. ** XXe will be our dictator.** Joantow. 

•* Koi the company it to dictate to me> X an 
to mUiB for wine; tnd 1 am quite dttHrtenited, at 
I drink nopa; 1 tfaall not be tupeeted of baring 
forged opj^otAion. 1 am no xomw tbap bumble 
terSe.** E. « Then you abaUprweribe." Botvauu 
" Very w^ The fint play of wordt 3, 

** Ho, no; the Mb bi Xidiand.’* JoHutoy* " Were 
I your dictator, you ahould have po win*, li would 
be rnybutinettotreert J fr f pw h ftrcff 

odfperM; aad wme it dwgeroui. Rome wup auhied 
by luxury.** <8maing). £>.** If youdlotw ub wine 
at dictator, you tball not hare me fi^.your matter 
of herte.** 

On Saturday, April 4^ 1 drank tea with Johutea 
at t>r. Taylor*!, where he had dined. He enter- 
tymlidta with Miu^uptofutralei^ written by a ' 
D^.^Kcilsedy <aak the Llaboa physician). » The 

«f Jhin> efttniwm 
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oBtastro|>lie «f it/ Mid he» •* irtt» tliat a king who 
was jealoos «f kk quoan with hk prime miontery 
eastiated IuiaMiU‘.(>) This tmgedj waa actuaOT 
akown riboift in maouscript to sevetal people^ and, 
unongst odieni* to Sli* FUaharbert, iriio repeated 
to me two Haica of the prelogae: — 

* Ohr lMre% Gtte w« tore tot gMCty toato’a { 

Ito tor nlgla MaBB a% if it wen )mi ceiuiiM t 


It k hardlj to be bdiered what abaard a&d inda- 
eent images man wiH introduce into toeir writtoga, 
whhont being aemible of die absnrdity and iado- 
eeD< 7 > I remember Iford Oneiy told me, that there 
was a pamphlet written against Sir Robert Wa^wte, 
the whole of wbhdi was an alkgorf on the PbaDick 
Obaeemty. The Dueheas of Buckingham aslced 
htad Oirerf mho this person was? He answered 
he <Bd not know. She aaidt she would send to Mr. 
PnlteDcy, who» she supposed, oonld inform her. So, 
then, to prevent her from making hersrif ridioolons. 
Lord Omety sent her grace a note, in whidi he 
her to nndftrtand what was meant** 

He was very riknt (his ereoii^ and lead in a 
variety of book»; suddenly throwing down ode, and 
idaag ap amdiMir. 


He tdasd of gd&g to Streatham dud ni^rt. 
Tatlo«J be nbbe^ 'tfyoodo; oryoa 
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must slioot a higliivftjnMi. Ko«i ! wouM rather be 
robbed tkaa do dMt; I wnrid not tboot a Ugbway- 
maa." JosiraOtf* But 1 voali! ntk«r eliMt him 
in tbaincfiBtwbaB hebatinB}Hu)g*tOTObBie,than 
aftonraads nrett a^uoat bM at the Oii Bailey, to 
take vnf Ida Ufe, after be bad robbed moi 1 am 
rarer I aot right ta the one etee) than in tbe other. 
I my be miatakea aa to die mae wbM I awear; I 
■oaoBOt be nstakeo, if I ahoot him to tba act Be* 
aidea, «e feel kaa reluota&ee to take awi^ a mo** 
life, irhcn we are heated by tbe injury, tfitB to do it 
at a diataooe of time by an oath, aftw we hart 
cod 1<^'* DosarxLt. ** So, Sir, you would rather 
aet from the metire of jvivate paaaioii, than that of 
pubfio adrutage." JoHlraov. ** Sir, when 1 
riiooi die hl^wayaan, I act ftom both.** Bo»wbli» 
** Very wefl» eery wriL There la no oatditog him.** 
JoHvaoV. ** At the same time, one does not kn Jw 
what to aay. For perimpa oae my, a year after, 
hang himself from unaaaineai fbr faariag shot a 
highwayman. (^) Few minds are^ to be trusted 
with 80 great a thing.** Boewslu “ Hie^ Sir, 


(D'llMlMa Date of Moaerew wm gmafy Hid to have 
bMa e»HfrootiuaaM0iiat} but I can m iw n ie i lla r^att 
ftam hia graca'i own «BiOanw. Aa b««Hd to adbaii at to 
vara enjr eaUTWHUen otth Wh, T took Am Bfaenr to vuradMe 




Bh UtfittT to wtrndnaa 

pm n&g OM mm 


nrj enjr eaUTWHUen otta Wh, T took Am Biiem to vurodma 
cha afk/wt. Hb iP««a Sold m, dat okae imig «tw 
near (oa^ iw WM Mtadkto ^ Iwo ttfbwiyam CM kstMlwek, 

iOMMdydua «M of mm, mm tikKfa ika otktr 
r«ttaMW . -a- .. 
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)ou would fiot alipot Johhron. ** But I 

mi((ht be vexed aft^twerds for that too." 

TbnUc’s aUTii^ not bnviag come for bini) m be 
expected, 1 acoon^eiUed him Muae pert of the wty 
liome to hie own bcdiie. 1 told Idn, that I had 
talked of him to Mr. Dunning a few dayt befotv, 
and had aakh that in hia eompany we did not so 
much iotarchange ooavenatioo, at Utten to him; 
and that Dunmiig observed, upon this, ** One is 
alwaya willing to listen to Dr. Johnsonto which 
I anevared, ** TUat it a great deal firom yon, Sir." 
* Yet, Sir," taid Johnson, ** a great deid indeed. 
Here is a man willing to listen, to whom the world 
it Ustening all foe vest of the year." Botwiu.. 
** I thuk. Sir, it is Hght to tell one man of such a 
handtome thing, which has been said of him by 
another. U tetufo to iacrease bhnevideDem" Jonv* 
■ov, ** Undoubtedly it is ri^U, Sir,*" 

OsToetdaftApril?., Ibreakfiuted with faimathis 
home* Me feddi ** Kobody wax content." I men* 
tioned to Mai a reqiectabla person (>) ui Sootlaod 
whom he knew; a^ 1 asserted, thu I really be¬ 
lieved he wu ahrtyt eonteuL Johwson. No, 
Siy, he it not ODOtent with the {wetmit; he haa M- 
wi^ eoaie leir acheme, tosu plantatioa, tomo- 
tibiag wbIMi la fhtMu. Yod knew ho w«t not content 
at a widoweiv for he aunvied agafo." Boswaai. 

** Bat he it aM Tertiwi** Jetmtoa. Sir. he is 

ootr feoally ak leet A ofaym^ it locaBj at nst; 
MhlliwM.it haaietweifo TUt geaSemaii hie' 
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doM with eilom^ oiertioiis. It!»too late for Uq 
to «)gage in rtVitatrt Booweli. «* He 

Menu to maM hbauwir quite wdB; to have his ai> 
tontaois tl teed ^to id hk tmaqain^ yrae er r e d, by very 
nun ■ ■ ftew . I lums tried^VUs; bet H would not 
dowtthue.’* Joamon <*Ko»Sir’it 

vJBQSt he bon with « man to te ooateatod to take up 
with htcfe thiiigB. Woneai have a great advantage 
that they any take up whh liltfe things without 
-aiegnetog thensdvest a naa eannoi, eneept with 
addUng. Had 1 learnt to Mdie, ! ahotM hare 
dene aolhfaig 'etee.” Bmwall. •* Tnqri Sir, did 
yaneverp^rosanytonalnltaeMuatl* Jom- 
aon. « Ho) air. 1 anoe bought me a dageolec t 
hat 1 Barer Bade oat a taae.*' BoawiLL. ** A 


tageolet, Sir I naali da iBfliraawnt (>) ? 1 
ahaidd have Uked to hear yoa ^y on the vielon- 
cello. That shoeU have bees yaHir hwtranent' 
JfOttmmr. *< Sir, I as wed have yliyed on 
the violofiMBo n anottiert hel T shohM have deoa 
Botbing'elu. No, Sir; a ono wonM oerer'ander* 
Idee gnat thinga,«ouU he be nanaed with tenB. 


; once htod hnoltiiig. I tea aps tef^ e ahtertuidnfooh 
oteaefa toe; hail eoald oot learn It** BoVwatt. 
'So,5ir; itwfillteretetod to poniwu tonath«»' 
Onoe tor Us W Mi ea to a d he arted Uotte; ner 
la ihte Hereates dtedafa dtedtetofc**^ JoHxeon. 

' J&aSiasef a to ei rtogs tea food tea win y n t Ae 
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& irMDaii 9 { Aben^eea, 1 thooid be a knitter of 
Ktookings." He aeked Bie to go down witii turn and 
dine at Mr. TluaiebatStnethainitowUeblngret^ 

1 bed lent him <*Aa Aeeottnt of Sootlnndi ia 170S," 
written bjr a sun of inqaiiyt an 

«AapWii> to a TBg imart ilatioaed then. Joussov. 
“ It is Mdstuft Sir« misertUf writtea» ae beoka in 
general then wexe. There is now as e ie ge noe of 
at|le naitrerNlty diftised. No man now writes so 
ill as * Martia’sAoocnutof the Hrisridos' is written. 
A man eould not write so ifl« if he shoiild tiy. Set a 
mnrdunt's cleek now to writer and hell do better.** 
Ife to XBowith serions conaen of a oeo* 
tain female friead’s *' laxity of msqpatioB, and in* 
attearioa to troth.'" ** I ara as miieh vexed," said 
H ^ riu ease with which she bean it nentiooed 
to her, as at the thing itself. I totd her, * M a dam , 
you are oontenlad to hear evcay day said to yon# 
what «be highest of mankind have died for, rather 
than bear.* Ton know. Sir, the tugbest af aaahiiid 
hava dlett rather than bear to be told they ba4 
otteffN^afobehood. Do teik to her of it; I am 
weary* , Boewnin. ** Was not Dr. John Campbell 
a vary inaaearato man hi Ma niwtiae. Star? Ho 
OBM told mCthat he danh ririrtean bottfoe of port 
at a aitting.''(i) Jonwabto * Why, Siiv I do not 
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know that CaropltfU ever Ite^ > 11^1 pen and ink; 
but you could not entiinij’ de{>eo(l on any Ihinp he 
told you in eoBTenatio*} if there wu fart mixed 
-with it However^ 1 loxed Campbell: he waa a 
•olid orthodox man: he hi^«A reverence for religion. 
Though defective ia prmotice; he was religious in 
principle; and he did uothiog grossly wrong that 1 
have heard.”(<) 

I told him ^at I had been present the day before, 
when Mrs. Montagu, the literary lady, sat to Miss 
Res'tiolds for her picture; and that she said, “ she 
had bonnd up Mr. Gibbon's History without the 
last two offisnstve ehapters; far tliat she thought 
the book so fa( good, as it gave, in an elegant man> 
DM', the substwee of the bad writers eierfit <ert, 
which the late Lord Lyttleton advised her to read." 
JoHMSon. " Sir, she has not read them: she 
shows none of this impetuosity to me: she does not 
know Greek, and, 1 fancy, knows little Latin, blic 
is willing you should think she knows them; but 
she does not say she does." ]k>swELL. “Mr. 
Hmrris, who was present, agreed wiUi her." * John¬ 
son. “ Harris was laughing at her, Sir. Harris is 

reraaAabte cemeeming drtaMng' Thera css be no doubt ihsk 
IMBC o»en eao driuk, wnbeut eoAring eira N^iiy, nich eqoaa* 
tiljr w to Othen eppean locNdible. It i« but nir to add, tto 
I)r. CerapMIl told mr, hr tool 0 vaiy long trme to tbh groat 
Mtoticnt BBd 1 beva ha«id Dr. Johntoa <*8ir, if a oian 
<Mal(a very doarty, latatmacLsia evaportt* before ha tahra 
ScMtber, 1 know not hew long he nay nfnlu* lir. Camp^ll 
wsnpdSMd • oqMmI of nibao who aat wUh hm all tba time, 
SBddraidiaaa^ 

<]) Dr. JolM Ctebell dM about two More bafere tbia oon 
veraittoo took pUesa Dcuambar 17 ?&—A 




£tat> 69. 


DsnxiTfONa. 


'TS 

a. sound siUleo 8cko^r; ke does not like intedopOT. 
Harris, however, is a^g. and a bad prig.(>) I 
looked into his bo(^'and thought be did not under* 
stand hu own system.*’ Boswell. ** Hesays plain 
tilings in a and abstract way, to be sure; bat 
his method is good; £t>r|o have eleaiT notions upoai 
any subject, we must have recourse to analytic ar> 
rangeRn^nt” Joheson. " Sir, it is what erery body 
does, whether they wiQ or no. But sometimes' 
things may be made darker by definition J see a 
cow. 1 define- her^ jiMmai quadngtes r vwiin < m$ 
comutum. But a goat ruminates, and a epw may 
have no bmms. Cow is plainer.” Boswell. 
tiiink Dr. Frankiin’s definition of Man a good <mui 
—' A toobmidung animal,' ” Johnsok. Bat 
many a mao never made a tool: and suppose a man 
without arms, he emild not mi^ a toed.” 

Talking of drinki^ wine^ be s^, ** .1 did not 

lea^’e off wine because I could not bear it; 1 have 

, 

drunk three botties of port without being tiic worse 
for it. Universi^ OoU^ has witnessed tius.”(^) 
BobwaiL. ^ Why, then, Sir, did you leave it off?” 


(}) What my Ikfaad meant by tbam worSt eaaMming tbs 
sniiatilv pbUoaopber ai Salidm^ I atn St s bw to undanSaad. 
A fi4cBd augM^ dM JobiMDtt tbetqte bk memner aa awfitor 
afibetad, whOa at 4s hsm tins the fisttw did not Mstroeiisste 
for thiiU iBaboMribasliaaamUtoixHkeltrafnSim qlifts 
dUl^emftoa that Wttob s e^abratad nantlaBan BHMis on a ve^ 
cmiuent rtyateian: ^ imseoBaamh sutsaadgffirtwy pra<pn>afr. 

mbfc ei sCrtSSrSuaMnda^ W tbs late 
ftigbt Bon.Wiffiasa 

(S> FnAably oudihis rinndne dsottm biajNr imMwiM ai 
Oifivd.aaasundaMay^ts. ItoseHMsAbaad ban^Md 
dutmg Mt tirit in l^t a^ ssfiri^iwsHrmyaif dm aabas- 

quei>C<M.r‘'C. , '-v 
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JoRNtov* ** Why, Sir, beeatt 9 % it it so mtieh better 
for a maa to be rare that 4ie is sever to be intox- 
ioated, never to lote the power over himidf. 1 
shaU not begin to drink wine again tUl 1 grow 
old (^), and want it/* pwaWntL. I think, Sir, 
yon onoe sud to me, that not to drink mne waa a 
freat deduction frmn life.** Jornsom. It ia a 
diminution of {dearare, to be rare; bat I do not say 
wdiminutioni^hi^ineu. There is more happiness 
in being rationaL" Boswcll. ** Bot if we could 
have idearare always, rikould*not we be h^py? 
The greatest part of men would compound for plea* 
rare.** Jornsok. " Supposing we eOuld have plea* 
cure always, an inteUeetual man would not compound 
for H. greatest part of men would compound, 
beeanid the groittest part of nten are gross.” Bo&* 
wxLU 1 sllow th^ may be greater pleasure 
than from wine. I have h^ more pleasure from 
your conversation. I have indeed; I assure you 1 
have.** JoRMSoir. ** When we talk of pleasure, we 
mean sensual jdearare. ^licn a man ssys he had 
pleasnre with a woman, he does not m&o con¬ 
versation, but something of a difbreot nature. Phi- 
lOMpheiu tdl yon, that pleasure is evn t rary to hap- 
psneM. Gross mesi prefer animal' pleasure. 8o 
there are men who l^ve preferred living among 
savages. Nbw« what a wretch must he he^ who l« 
nontsstf iritii sneh conversation as oan be had among 
savages! Yon may nmember an officef at Fort 

who had sesred in Amoieai told w of a 

n) HcwsioowtoSti ws a n i nij es f. —C. 
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woman whom they jrere obl^ed to bmdy in order 
tu gut her back from tutrage life.** Boswblu ** She 
must have been an animal, a beast** Johvsom 
‘ Sir, she was a speaking cat" 

I mentioned to him tbat 1 had beomne yay weary 
in coB^Mtny where 1 heard not a ttngle intellectHaJ 
feitt<*nuo, except that ** a man who h^ been settled 
ten yean in Minoroa was become a mudt inferior 
man to nbat he was in Lornkui, becanse a man’s 
Duod grows narrow in a narrow place." JoaMSON. 
** A man's mind grows narrow in a narrow plaee, 
whose mind is enlarged only because he has lived 
in a lai^ plaee: but what is got by booka and 
thinking is preserved in a narrow place as well as 
in a large place. A man cannot know modes of 
life as well m Minorca as in London; but he may 
study nmthcuiatics as well in Minorca.’* Boswxx,i~ 
** 1 don’t know*, Sir: if you bad remiuned ton years 
in the Isle of Col, you would not have been the 
man that you now arc." Johnson. Yes, Sir, if X 
liad been there from fifteen to twenty-five; but not 
if from twenty-five to thirty-five." Boswbli.. “ I 
own, Sir, the ^rits which 1 have in London make 
me do every tUng with more readiness and vigour. 
I can talk twide as much in London as any where 
else." 

Of Gtddsmithf be said, ** He was not an agree¬ 
able companion, for be talked always for fame. 
A man who does so never can be pleasing. The 
man who ttlkt to vnbwrdes his aotind is the man to 
delight you. An eminrat friend'’of ours(‘) ts not 

(1) lfr.BwU.>C. 
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to ^^reeable u tb« vsnoty of Jut knowledge would 
othf^ite make bimi becaute bo taikt partly from 
ottestation." 

Soon after our arrival at Tbrale't, I beard one of 
tbe miwb calling eagerly another to go to l)n 
•fohstcffiu I wondered what tliie eoold mean. lafur- 
wards learnt, that it waa to give her a Bible, whu b 
be had twoogbi from Ixuidoo at a preM'ot to b( r. 

He was for b oouideralde dme occupied in read¬ 
ing Mdmoiret de FontenoUe,” Icaaing and la ing- 
ing upon the low gate into tbf court, without Kia 
hat. 

1 looked into Lord Kaimet't ** Sketehca of the 
Hittoly of Mu ;** ud mentioned to Dr. Johnson 
hit ousure of Charles V., for celebrating his fbnrral 
•btequict in bit Ufetiin^ which, I tiM him, 1 had 
been uted to think a solemn and affeeting art” 
Tohkiok. “Why, Sir, a mu may di8po<<c hit 
mind to think so of that ut of Chtries; but it is 
so liable to ridicule, that if one mu out of ten 
thousand laughs at it, hell make the other nine 
tbouaand nine hundred ud ninrty-nUic laugh too." 
I oould not agree with him in this. 

Sir John Pringle bad expressed a wish that I 
would ask Dr. Johnson’s opinion wjiat were the 
beat Engli^ sermons for s^le. 1u oppor- 
tuni^ to-day of mentiemiog tererai to him. “ At- 
teribttty?” icutisov. « Yes, Sir, one of ihebeaU’* 
BoswiLf., “ llUottOQ ?** JoBHaon. “ Why, not 
DOW. J ihoukl not adv^ a preacher at this day to 
tadtate TTUotson’s s^los 1 don't know) I 

ahn^ be cautiona of olyecting to what hat hitA 
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applauded by so muf safEmges.—SouUi is oue xif 
tiie beet, if you exoepi bia peeuUarities, and hie vlo> 
leacc, ajid sometimes coarseness of language.— 
Seed has a very iSne style i but he is not very theo* 
logical. Jortin’a senapos are veiy elegant, ‘o Shcr> 
lo^’s style, tooj is very elegant, ^ongh he has not 
mode it his principal stndy.—And you ipay add 
Smahidge. All the latter preachers have a good 
s^le. Indeed, nobody new t^ks much of style : 
every body cmnposes pretty well. There are no 
such hiharmonious^periods as thme were a hundred 
years ago. I should recommend Dr. Clarke’s ser* 
mons, were he orthodoic. However, it is very u^l 
known where he is not orthodox, which was upon 
the doctrine of the Trinity, as to which be is a con¬ 
demned heretic; so one is aurnre of it.’^ Boswxjue.. 
** 1 like Ogden’s Sermons on Prayer very much, 
both for neatness of style and subtilty of reasoning.’’ 
JoHKSOK. I should like to read fdl that C^den has 
written.” BoswBtL. What 1 wish to know is, 
what sermons offerrd the best specimen of Eng^h 
pulpit eloquence.” Johvsow. ** We have no ser¬ 
mons addressed io the passions, that are good for 
any thing; H you mean that kind of doquenoe.” 
A AW (whose nmne I do not recollect). 

^ Were not D^’s sermons addressed to the 
passions?” JoBWBOW. ^Tb^ were nothing, Bir, 
be'they addressed to what diey may;” 

At disnm’. Hit; Tkraile ezio^md a wish to go 
and see Scothsid. ^ JoBiuow: ** Seeing Scotland, 
>^am, b «e«ing A woiiM EngUisd. • Ti la 
seeing the ^er gntdt^y ibde away to the naked 
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stalk. Seeing the Hebrides, indeed, » seeing quite 
a different eoene.” „ ' 

Ovu* poor friend, Mr. Thomas Davies, was soon 
to have a benefit at Drury IfSBe Theatre, as some 
relief to his onfoitunate cifoumstanees. We were 
■U warmly urterested for fiis success, and had con¬ 
tributed to iL However, we thought there was no 
hann in having our Joke, when he could not be hurt 
by it. I proposed that be should be brought on to 
speak a prologue upon the occuion; and X began 
to matter fragments of what it, might be; as, ihat 
when now grown he was obliged to cry “ Poor 
Tom's shooAf;" that be owned be had been 
driven from the stage by a Cburehill, but that this 
was DO disgrace, for a Churchill had beat the 
Freo^;—that be bad been satirised as ^^mouthli^ 
a sentooee as curs mouth a bone," but ho was now 
^ad of a boB(' to pick. ** Nay," said Jr boson, '* I 
would have him to say, 

* Msd Tom w come to ms lbs world tgain.’ ” 

He and I returned to town in the evening. Dp- 
on the road, I endeavoured to msintain in argu¬ 
ment, that a landed gentleman Is not under any 
obligation to reside npon kis estate] and diat by 
livii^ to Lonthm he does no iiyury to his country 
JoKvaov. ** Why, Sir, he does no iigury to his 
country to general, beosuise the sumey which he 
draws from it gets baek again to eSrenUtiont l>vt 
^ Us pardetthto district, his particular parish, he 
does an fagnry. All that he bia to ^ve apiy is npt 
glean to tooae who have the fint daim to U And 
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tht)ugh I fidd^bat the money drculatos back* 
It in a lung time befuft) that ba}^»ene. Then, Sir« a 
man of family and estate ought to consider himitelf 
ba^'!ng the ehaige of a d^trict, over a'hioh he is 
to diHuftc'civility and latpitinom.'' 

Nvvt day 1 found him at home hi the morutng. 
He praisufd Delany’s “Observations on Swift;*’ 
void that bis book and Lord Orrvry's might both be 
true, though one viewed Swift more, and the other 
loss, favourably ; and that, hetu'een both, wo m^bt 
have a com|»leto notion of Swift. 

Talking of a man’s rcsulving to deny himself the 
ntie of wine, from morel and religious cousidcre- 
tions, he said, “ Ho must not doubt about ik 
\N’hon one doubts as to pleasure, wo know wtutt 
win be the conclusion. 1 now no more think of 
drinking wine than a horse docs. The wine upon 
the tabic is no more for me, than for the dog who 
u under the table.” 

\ 1 ) &M) hoir«Tcr, iml2, V<4. VI. «. SSO., where his dectsim Mi 
ihu euhjert a more fi v aa r ttbie to the eheenfee. M» 
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fforM'f nUs.<*> Cwntry Ztifif. ~ Gtmt Citifn. -» 
Litemur *.— Oid ** Uniui Laofrt<f " 

Potter'$ Mtekyloo. — Pope e B<^er. — Bvr W. Torn- 
pU'i Styie.—~ Flpkiiuton'e ifartiat,— Ilairhns'^ 
TVagrd^. — IneaborUitution. — Porno. — V/tc oj 
£idkM.—£ronoinji.— SoUlitrt antf SoHort.-—Chttrk9 
• P^.—De Por.^ Coek^Ijtne Ghoot. Aekinp Quee- 
ti^’o.-^Uulke.-^Foreign Travel.—-Short Hand. —> 
ZMd't Poem. — Poniunt. — Johnetm and Perry. 
— Stratagem. — Cprr ta pandeneo. 


Ov Thur»dij, April 9.r 1 dined with biin at Sir 
Joshna Ileynoids's, vitb the llfshnp of St Asaph 
(Dr. Shipley), Mr. Allan Kamsay(‘), Mr. (iibbuii. 
Mr. Cambridge, and Mr. lAngtoii. Mr. lUnuay 
bad lately returned from Italy, and tmtertained us 
with bis observations upon Horace’s villa, which lie 
had examined with great care. I relishod this 
much, as it brought fresh ioUr ny mind what 1 bad 
viewed with gr(‘at pleasure thirteen yean before*. 
The bishop. Ur. Johnson, and Mr. Cambridge, 
joined with Mr. liamsay, in recoUectii^ the various 
lines in Horace relatiDg to the subject. 


(1) Ad csoiiMBt paiDter, m of the Soottuh posit hs 4i«4 
3^ St Dover, 00 hib rstUR] fiem hit fourtavUt to llslv. 
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Horace’s jourocf to Brundusium being mec- 
tioned, Johnson observed, that the brook which he 
describes is to be seen now, exactly as at that time: 
nd that he had often wondered ^w it happened, 
liat small iHook^ sock u this, kept the same situ¬ 
ation for ages, notwithstanding ear&qnakes, by 
which even moontains have been changed, and 
(^ricuiture, which produces such a variation upcoi 
the surface of the earth. Cambridoe. “ A Spanish 
writer has this thought in a poetical conceit. After 
observing, that inoM of the solid structures of Rome 
ore totally perished, while the Tibe r renutins the 
same, be adds,— 

* Lo qu« era Ame hui6» eolamento 
Lu pernumece 7 dure.*'* 

JoBRsoks ^ Sir^ that is taken ffom Janus Vitalis; — 

■■ > imroots kbeacunt; 

Et qum perpetud sunt ^tau nianont* 


The bishop said, it appeared front Horace's 
writings that he was si cheerful, contented man. 
JoHKsoN. “ We have no reason to believe that, my 
Lord. -Are we to think Pope was happy, because 
be says so in his writing? W^e see in his writings 
what he wisUhd the state of his mind to appear. 


Dr. Young, who pined for preferment, talks with 
eemt^pt of it hi fats writings, and afi^ts to demise 
every thing that he did hot despise.” Bishop op 
St. AsapiH '** He was like other chaplains, looking 
for Toiotneies; but thj* ia not pecuUar to thv 
'C^et83^•^.A•*Ota<#ber» when I was, with tlie army, 
after ^^’battle of Daf^t. the officers seriousiv 


o ^ 
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gmmliled that no gencriti u *' Camfripoe. 
** Wo nsof boUove Hofacc mare, m heo he mj h, —. 

* tUmm Ttotir anun Tibim Jtamwa^* 

than whin he boasts of his u)nsistcncy: — 

*Mc u»iMUir«nuhi»m, uldmederetrMm, 

OwwiM uoquc tithum inviM Mgotia llonuun.'" 

Boswbi l. ** How hard i« it that man can never be 
at Msst I’* Rams it. ** It is not in nature to iw 
at leaU ^’V’h* n hr ih at rt <t, he i« m the wor<^t ^tarr 
tliat ho can be in. for he has r nolhiiu; to B;:it4U 
htm- lie istlK n hke th( man in the Irish son'(') — 

*Th«4i lt>id • lAur ft nun in BclltnMrss}, 

Who wsnted s wilt for to taiikt him unoco* 

Goid'tmith being m> utioued, Johnson ubstnetk 
that it was long bifore his merit ronie to lie ac¬ 
knowledged: that ii» onto rouiplsmed to him iji 
ludicrous terms of di^trt ,s, ** Whenever 1 write t»ny 
thing, the public ttiah n point to know nothing 
about Jt;" but iU.it Jus ♦* Trs\oJIer(S)” brought 
him into high itputdion. Lakgtom. **Tbiie m 
not one bad line in that poem, not one of Dryden’s 
careless verses.” Sia Joshua. **I was glad to 
hear Charles Fox wy, it was one of the hnest 
poems in the English languagiLAhoioN. “Why 
were you glad ? You surely had no douht of this 

<l) ChlM ** AHpt Cralrer." ThM l*d}. m echbraled twsutv 
in hff ww ihe ^ngest daughter ut i oloutl UroLer, of 
BSflfaMCird, in the rouatr limerick. The hnrerwhuw rc' 
'jaction hiiiMBMcnSabMdlMrnnnekncitkMimi} hutahnaqMTisd 

Osd^ Lniial^ Esq« of X.iMn$mk She wfthoatkaiM, 

alNna dm tmOiife of tfie lam MBOuv. Cl 
ft) FhM puttiSbed ia 17CS< ^ M. 
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ttefore." Johnsoi?. ** No ; the merit of * The 
Traveller' is so welf establishedt that Mr. Fox’s • 
praise cannot anginent U, oor hb oensore diminish 
iu" Sir Joshoa. ** Bnt his friends maf suspect ' 
thcf had too great a pAtiail^ for hinu" Johmson. 

Nay, Sir, the partiidity of his friends vas always 
against him. It was with difficulty we could give 
hhn a hearing. Goldsmith had no settled motions 
upon arty eutgect; so he talked always at random. 
It seemed to ^ his intention to blurt out whatever 
was in his mind, and see what would become of it 
He was angry, too, when catched in an absurdity; 
but ft did not prevent him from falling into aooth^ 
the next minute. I remepiber Chamier, after talk* 
ing with him some time, said, * Well, I do believe 
he wrote this poem himself; and, let me lell you, 
that is believing a great deaJ.' Chamier once asked 
him, what he meant hy slotOf the last Word in the 
first line of * The Traveller,’ — 


* Runtot^ UJifti«sd«d, mshnrhftty, slow.' 

^ • 

Did he mean tardiness of locomotion ? Goldsmith^ 
who wtinM/say eonm^ng wititout oonrideratimi, an* 
swered, "* Yes.*- .1 wea sitting by, and said, * No, 
Sir, you do nbt mean tardiness of locomotion; yon 
mean th^. du|^^hsieH of mind wlu^ cofnes upon 
a man in so&tttd&* Chvniec bdieved then that I 
had vnitttfk tiie tine, as. soeh as if he had seen me 
^te jhowOTer, was • q3sui, who, 

vhktam ^ timh shy other 

i) 8 m mat, Vohll. p, «s S» W liocs: of tbu poMi 



WWC, V 04 . 11. ja, 

ol»now3«e.....C. 



Live or ioK'<sov. 


l?7a. 




man roatd do. He deserved a jttsec in Wc<fmm»ter 
Abbey; and every year be bved would have do* 
served it better. He had, indeed, been at no jxiins 
to fill hie rairtd with knowledge. He tran>ipluited 
it from one plaee to anothor^ and it did not settle in 
fiis mind; so be could not teil wiiat was in his own 
hooks." 

Wc talked of living in the country. Jorkso'v. 
*' No wise man will go to h 7<‘ in the oonntry, un]<w 
he has sometiung to do which can bo betti*r done in 
the country. For instance; if be i« to shut himst'lf 
up for a year to study a science, it is blotter to look 
out to the fields than to an opposite walk (') Then 
if a man walks out in the country, there is DObod> 
to keq> him iVom walking in again; but if a man 
walks out ill l^ondon, he Is not sure when h^ shall 
walk in again. A groat city is, to be sure, the 
school for studying life; aud *Tfae proper study of 
mankind is man,’ as Pope observos." Boswslu 
*< I fancy London U the best place for society; 
though I have hiard Oiat the ver? first sodety 

( 1 ) Bfr. Cumbcrlsod wm of a ceatwv opUuoo. ** Is tb» 
ciMuias jwar 1 sgaia paid s tint to mjr fimer M (’loiifint { and 
mshtUo elokc^ at die bsck of the ootawk MitwM t^cd, 
nafimtMied, «nd out of use, with no ouMi frota Us 

fllBglc wfndmr but tb it of a ttuf..ttKL, wMi nsidiIt was almost 
a OMitacb 1 seeMd imelf ly rinuce, and bs^ui lo plaa and 
npBpuss Wmt /waunt. in #11 aj hom «f ttuif, $t bas 
been tbroegb bfb my object ao IP leeae myself m tt have little 
«v dotiiUw to dbaraet atteiUmw. and. iktmbn, bnthaat 
MOM or aieassct,profpe ca 1 beve ora svokled. A deed w^ 
a w, as m as yllMtdi essA sn liUh tantstaefc, are not attmtlona 
•thissOBNmriMi^fimsf fian Us pawnts; sad wUM ta Ibo(» 
pursi^ « dipipd Unsratt sad oa cup attoo, it irails m outward 
•iditedMcrlb^MjlMa. vol. L p.sh. 877.«-Ci 
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of Pam i« atUl Vjoixi an^ thing that %e have 
here.'* JoHjtsoK. ** <lr, 1 qaeetion if in Fari^ such 
a companf as is sitting round this table could be 
got togf^r ta imi than half a year. They talk 
Id France of the felicity of men and uomen 
li>mg together: the truth is* that there the men 
ait' not higher than the women, they know lu 
more than the women do« and ^ey arc not held 
dowu in their couvmsaHon by the presence 
women.'* Ramsay. ** Literature is upon thi 
growUi, it is in hs spring in France: here it is 
««tber passie” Jounsok. '* Lilcrdturc uaa m 
France long before we had ^ Paris was Uie second 
city for tho revival of h'tturs: Italy had it first* to 
be sure. What hare wc done for literature, eijjual 
to what was done by the Stephaui aud others in 
Fnuice? Oar ktemture came to us through France. 
Caxtoo printed only two books, Chaucer and Gou er, 
that were not translated from the Ffi‘uch{ and 
ChaatMW, we know, took much from the Italians. 
No, Sir, if Uterature be in its spring in France, it is 
a second tpriug; it is after a u inter. We arc uow 
before the Freuch in literature but vrei had \t long 
aiker them, la England, any uiui who wears a 
sword and t powdered wig is ashamed to bo il¬ 
literate. I believe it is not so in, France. Yet 
there io, probeblj, a grmU dual of learning in 
Franof, becMse they hare smih a number of re¬ 
ligious estnbliahiMeJutt; »u many men who base 
ootbfaig doe to do but to ohidy. I do nut know 
this ; b«( 1 take U opoo tine common princi|des of 
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chance. Where there are many ahooters» acme 
trill hit- 

Wo talked of ag^ Johnaon {now m liia 
•evenbeth year) aaid, It ia a man's own it is 
firtun want of ubc, if kis R^if d grows toqnd tn old 
age.‘’{>) The bishop aoked.if an old man does not 
lose faster than be gets. Jounsok. '* f think sot, 
my Lord, if he exerts Imaself.'* One of the company 
ruhly observed, that be thought it was happy for 
an old man tliat uiBcnsibilit) comen upon bttn. 
JOHXSOX (^titth a nol4e oWtatlon and dindaiu). 


(I) HeabM ww of Um >iafflc opudon with JobMon on tha 
■ilgoet, simI. m hH answer & D ATcnutfH Prpfart to Oondi- 
ban, with apnt, aipladc^ tba (umat vpinKiti, that the 
miad IB old agt is nit^t to a nacamfy and irroualibla drtnbtjr. 
** And BOW. imic 1 think on’t,’M>ith« philosophii’, “giva mo 
icsris whti«iibort disrord, to swaataa Hia hantway of the *{»• 
yroachmg elow. 1 hav« nothuig to ob;vct to jour pooUi, but 
dbtwnt on)j from samatbing in jour mofarr, •nundlag to Uio 
ptxjudira of age. It is commonly MMi, that oM age u a rvtuni 
u> childhood nhicb mcthinks 3 on insiia ou so long, as if jou 
desired it should be bdicved. s tutf s the note I mean to tfaiuke 
slittis. lbstMviBg.mc4nt onlyofthe wtakoptsflfbodj, was 
wifcstcd to the HuknCK. of luind, b) fttmanl childreBt woaiy of 
the eontnlmeiit of theu* paixnis, nuMUno. and other admuniiors. 
Saoondlji thi. dotageandibildidracsslhijascilbatotgcnnater 
tho eBhct Of tune, but vMnetimcs ot the exetsnsi of jonth, and 
not a returning to, but a connnasl stay wttti. Huldbood. For 
th^ that want the ounositj of fumi<ibing tbeu* nwnortea with 
tbr iwtcies of nature m thair youth, and pwas thmr ttM m mab- 
iDg prsTMOD oidf fat their ease and sensual delwnt, aswchiMrcn 
wui, at whai years aoevrr; as they that rontUig lato a populoua 
dty, never going out of thew inn, are strangm stiU, how long 
aoerof they haer boen there Thudfy, thm » a« retaon inr 
00 man m tbudt hunaelf wImw to.d^ than yeatorda}, which 
^mhataoiiaayiianeiiieahaiUt be wiser te^owrtew dian 10- 
B. ^owMfafy, you wiU ba fa r ced to tfbaage yam oyndoh 

)m ore oM; aad. w the maantun*, you d^ 
pidte sH t haa» aaM bdhoa m your eoBmiooaatwi^ bmauaa I 
Si«M«hnady..^ 9 M«>moMorthia.’‘ Hobhhi, when bo 
wwM dwm irteasfag aad saostMe ramark% w« als(y.two jaan 

old, and IFAvaDam Cos^va. «> M, 
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No. Sir, 1 diouUi nevor be bappy by lx ing Ifoa 
ntriojial/’ Bishop <tv Sr. Asaph. *' Your wi»h 
tlion. Sir, is ynfaayuty Johmsok. 

Vrs my Lord." Ilis Lordnhip moutUmrd a chari¬ 
table rstiibllsbineot ia Walta, where people were 
maintained, and su)ipliM with evejj thing, upon 
the condition of their coutribuUng the weekly pn^ 
duc<* of tlieir lalxiur; and, lie said, they grew quite 
torpid fur want of projiurty. JoiiasoN. “ They 
Itavu no objt'Ct ibr hope. Thrir condition cannot 
be b(^ttcr. It b> nlwing without a port.” 

One of the company ahkini Jtim the meaning of 
the eaproftiion in Juvenal, uniuif hcerUe. Johmbok. 
** I think it clear enough; ns much ground as one 
may have a, ehanco to timl a lizard upon.** 

Commentators have differed av to the exact mean¬ 
ing of the expression by which the poet intended to 
enforce the sendnient contained in th(> passage where 
Uiese words occur. It is enough tliat they mean to 
vhmoto even a vivy smoH possettbion, provided it be 
a man's own: — 

**Eit Rbfpud, quunuupic bco, quoaiaipte reensn, 

Unnit dunilnaai ttrvm 

This season there was a whimsioal fashion In tho 
newspapers of applying Shokspeare's words to de- 

(I) Post BwwcU ««h s man of infiiritc curicMiv; U is a 
tah Iw ticw«r hi'a^ of tb« iCffcDipas rwcyactwa (U a i>Htah 
cnHc, who would CKcbaaM iatf^ tor iowrti, winch b« aveu- 
Msty WanslaUni cm Aawoppt toafti, and more accuramly 
unarpreiar 'a pinw of mvond ooua) io «mnt to tb# mwco bi^ 
tween the dtoaMer and tba elbow* (of a adddie-siara mao, 1 
pNttutnet though tiM erltle has inadvWtentljt tovoUen to nurs- 
tion »>”>-. Girmok v. h p* iM.j 
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tcTibeliTiBgpenanflwcUknoiv'B/Dthe^rtd; which 
was cUme imder the title of *■* Modern Chiirochis 
fitnn Shakspearemany of whieb were admirably 
adapted. The fiucy took so much, that tU<‘y were 
afterwards oonected into •pninphlel. Sono body 
a^d to Johnson, across the tahie, that he had nut 
been in th<»c charact(‘i<i. *' VtV’teid he, ** 1 ha\e4 
I should haye been sorry to have been left out/* 
He then repeated what h^ Item applied to him;— 

** You must bono ff me GsregantuaS Bieuib.’ 

Miss Reynolda not perceiving at once the nnuning 
of this, he was obliged to eaplain it to her, which 
had soDsetKlng of an aw kwaid and ludicrous eflecl. 
** Why, Madam, it has a reference to me, as using 
big words, whieh ivqulre the mouth of a giant to 
pronounce them. Garagantua is the name of a 
giant in Kabelius.” Boswsli.. “ But, Sir, there is 
another amongst them fur you 

* He weukt Bot flatter Nqttune Ibr hw trideot^ 

Or Jove flir bis ptmor to thuader.' ” 

JojfNflOM. ** There is iioUiing marked ht that. No, 
Sir, Oaragsntua is the best." Kotwithsjtandingthis 
ene tB>d good*hamour, when I, a little while alter* 
wards, repeated his sarcasm on Kenrick (voL iu 
p. SOOr), which was received with appkw, be 
asked, " Who said that?" and on my suddeidy 
answkftng, — Ganffontua^ he looked serious, which 
wav a saAoient indication that he did not wish it to 
bekept«^ 

W]^ wfl want to the drawing-room, there waga 
rich MMmfdflga, Bekdes the company wbo had been 
at dianar, there wave Mr. Garrick, Mr. Harris d 



potter's XSCHTt vs.—-popes HOMIER. .' I 


Salisbury, Dr. P«icy, Dr. Bumey, the Honouiable 
Mrs. CholmotuMry * Miss Haoafth M6rG, '^& &«%. 

A^r wandering about in a kind of ples^ng dlB> 
traction (or some time, 1 got into a corner, widt 
Johnson, Garrick, tbei Jlan^ Gareicc (to Har* 
ria). « Pray, Sir, have you read Potter’s ^gchyius?” 
Harris. ** Y^; and think it pretty.” Garrick 
(to Johnson). “ And what tlunk you, Sir, of it?” 
JoRKioM. ** I thought what 1 read of H wsrbitigt: 
but upon Mr. Harris’s reaommendation, I will read 
a play. (To Mr^ Harris.) Dou't prescribe two," 
Mr^ Harris su^cstcd one, I do not remember which. 
Johnson. ^ We must tiy’ its eflTect as an English 
poem; that is the way to judge of the merit of a 
translation. Translatiuns are, in general, for people 
who cannot read the original” 1 mentioned die 
vulgar saying, that Pope’s Homer was not a good 
repreaentariiha of the original. Johnson. Sir, it 
4S the greatest work of the kind that has evi^ been 
produced." Boswju.u “ The truth is, it is impos* 
rible peribctly to translate poetry. In a difieNint 


language it may be the same tune, but it has not 
the wne tone. Homer plays U on a baasotmx 
Pope on a il^eolct" Harris* ** I think heroic 
poe^ ig,.bi&t in blank verse; yet it ^pean that 
ihyiilm js nseotial to English poetry, friim de- 
in uetrioai quantitiea. In my omnion, the 
^def ex^ilcnce of oar laagu^ it numerous pn^e." 
iiloRRsoM. «^r WyUani Temple was the .first 
writer who gaue cadpooe to Eiigiish prose. (>) 

4 , 

. ix) Voi. I.|P. tss.. Mjii’ttitt JiAnton onestold 

bshwi -ibrlDiuf Us s^U ivaa Hhk of Sir WiiliaiD 
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Before Us time they were careltfBs of orrangementi 
And did not mind whether a^sentmoe ended with 
An xmpiftrtaiit word or an iii:$ignihcant word, or with 
what p«rt of sspecch it wa^ concluded.” Mr. Lang- 
ton« who now had joined us, Aotbniended (’lareridon. 
JoHNSOK. “ He is objected to for his parentheses, 
Ihis involved clauses, and bis vant of harmony. 
But be is supported by his matter. It is, inrb'ed, 
owing to a plctbory of matter that lu- snip is so 
faulty: every $ub*ta$ice (smiling to Mr. Uarri?^^ has 
so many To bo distftirt, ne uiu.'l taik 

analf/ticitlli/. If we analyse iangu^c, we must 
speak of it grammatically ; if wc analyst' aigumeut. 
we must speak of it iogumUy.*' GAUitiCK. Of 
all tbe tranalatioas that ex'er were .attempted, I 


TeiBy!o, snd upoD Chamben's I'rflfwui} for hi* Dictionary. Tic 
certitaly wai mtfltakm; or» if hv tt firsi* tlut n<i wan 

imitatiP|rTeinptc> tac wi» venr uti»uc(>«wful; for nothing; am ^ 
more than the rimplicity of Tcinplv aud the of 

Joboson.** Thm obserratlon of otir author, on the first 
aa c ro a iMirfecily iutl; but, on a eiober lo^anuoatfoo/ u mUf 1 
tbinki Appear to haea been fotimlvd ou a Mn 

Boavrell nndsratooiljohnaon too literallr. lie did nol. 1 coiv 


think, appear to nave been fotindvd ou a iu»iapprehen!uun. Mr. 
BomrellondcrstoodJnbnKontoo litenllf. lie did nut, i con- 
cgIts, nesB, tbtt he endeavoured to imttate Temple'* style 
to all Hs parts; hot that he formrd his etvle mt hint and Chonv. 
here fp et ne ps the paper ptdtlMicd in 1 <37, relaUve to his second 
e d Wi ^ wmttt •' ConaideraUom.'' &c.), uktngVrom cash what 


tbaeBM^Amissodificttl^. He might leam from Chat^' 
heHfci ewapaetnri, Amgth, and proeUran (in uppawtion to the/ 

S erwle vHUA had keig prevailed): fr^ SicTbonwic’ 
eft naao was eertahilj one m Ua u^ctyptis), vottinv ner 
r:mtpor snd iatergf v* taepratkm ; and mm Temple, 
ligetshiisw awhngemenQim.dBe coilocaiioci of word% and the 
Ajjjir'lliw'tsni gli iiatfcefccB WtSjaiUuh bdracotii^ and vet, 

eCLAle ttUta bear in JtSlhiM resembiaace to that or 

ahyofwae wriiaHh onugfrlt'hid profiled by each. ^ 


that or 
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thiukKlphm&t/in'sMiutialthoinottextraordicary. 

He mo up/)u it, wbo am a UtUe of an epi« 

grarrin iiM uijMilf, y'»u know. 1 told him freely 
‘ Y ... \ 'If .-iiouj to have that torn.’ I asked him 

if b.. s.-ri«'us; ami finding he was, i advUed 

h.'i • ,c,.!r! ;>uL)Ufrhirig, Why, hw translation i» 

to i)tid>r^id than the original. I 
ii.ti: a luati of some talents; but he seems 


r.'u.', !u JijiJNSos. “Sir, yon liave done 

wlint I hu.l uo( eourngi'- lu ‘lo. lint ho did not ask 
in;, j-i'viii', j‘i‘! \ diil not forot: it upon him, to 
niftf.'' iittn oith nu'.' (>AftnicK. “lint as a 

rjicirtl. Sir-” .hins>Oi'. '* Why, fruch a firiend 

ad 1 • V' 'vifh hiru —“ lJ»it if you 
»e<i a Iriciul to tumble over a puiei'ipioo^” 

JoHN.'‘ 0 .>. ‘‘Tltat I? un c.atravagant cast, Sir. ^ou 
are 4ure a frir-nd will ilumk you for hindering him 
from tuuiblitig ovci a precipice; but, iu the otlicr 
case, 1 should hurt his vanity, aud do him no good. 
He would not lake u:y advice. His brother-in- 
law, Strahan, sent him » subscription of fifty pounds 
and said he would send him fifty more, if he would 
not publish.” Gahrick. “Wl^tl ehl is Str^an 
e good judge of on epigram ? Is not be rather an 
o&tese man, di ? *’ Johnsok. “ Why,'Sir, he may 


he a judge of an epigram ; but you see be k a 

r ige of what is an epigram." Bosweu.. “■ It 

easy ;for yon, Mr. Garrick^ toyalk to an author 
•s you E^hinston; you, who have .teen 

s« leog ^maaagur of a theutre, rejecting the 


(I) tsi, I; V^tSCi —C,1 
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of poor authors. You aro an <ld judge, who have 
often pronounced s(*u*cnce of death. You are % 
practiaed aurgeon, who ba^eoften amputatt‘d li'tobs; 
and though this mnjr have been fvt the good of 
your patients they catuiot 'ike }ou. Those a ho 
have unth-rgniic a dreadlul operation are not very 
fond of freeing the operator aciun.*’ (fAURicK. 

Yes, 1 know enough oi that. There safr a 
reverend gentleman (Mr. Hawkins), who wrote a 
tragedy, the siaoc of M)iueihi>ig(<>, which I re* 
fufrcd.” IlAnKia. ** So. the legi was nii'<ed.'* 
JouKSOX. ** Ay, he came to me and complained; 
and told me, that (rairick said hi> play was wrong 
in the rovcoriwu. Now, what is tin conciK'tion of 
a play 1*’^ (ilerc (larnck hiiultd. and twisted liim- 
self, and Hei'ined Hurely vevid; tor Johitfron told 
me, he bcIii'MHl the Rtory was true.) ClARitTCK. 
4 * I— 1 —I—Raid, eoncoctioti. (“) JoHNtOM 

(imiliiig). “ Well, he left out Jinf. And Uich, fa« 
said, refobes] him t» fnlte Entfh.'ih ,• be could show 
it under hi? hand.” Garrick. ** He wrote to me 
in violent wrath, for having refused his play: * Sir, 
this is growing a very frcrious and Uriildi' allkir. 
1 am rotadvod to publish my iilay. i w ill appeal to 


Th . 

the Mithor of It, «« fonnerl/ professor of poetry at Otftui. li 
js pnntef] in hn ** Mnullanles'* ‘J Volx. Hm »It [The Jtjt. 
Mfrwkhis iMTc M fcl^i)t>ngly*lpsntioD«d, is nesvitheiesB, intnv 
dundn OM «t (h« grtat mew whith I’enibruke CuU«gc pn>- 
4ua^ fio* aat^, VoL 1. p.77. Aj 


ff) Cjamek Iwd high authority for tin* expreangsi. VrydvD 
tMf V Ib Wk pr«fiic«te*'CBdf|itts.'*-.-M. ^Aiid^rcly. 
cmMMi*' ahot WM «fc 0 iod M oontuaum,^ which Uuw 
oluMia JWmaon wm wiUiAg to admit; but it a|i(>c4n. ftom tba 
iMMt* ta th« Oanwk Corres>o»d»nce, snL u. }>. that Gar> 
ndtraMfywrota “Jinl coacecuon."—C. 
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the world i and how will jour judgment appear ? 

I answered, * Str, hbtwitbstanding all s^ona* 
nesfl, and all the terrors, I hare no objeotion to your 
publishing your play: and, as you live- at a great 
^frtance. (lievonsbire#! believe), if you will send it 
to me 1 will oonvey it to the pre8s.’(‘) 1 never 
heard more of it, ha! ha 1 ha I” 

On Vriday, April 10.,1 found Johnson at home in 
the morning. We resumed the conversation of yes> 

roe in mind of some of it which 
liad escaped my i4emoiy, and enabled me to record 
it more perfectly than I otherwise could have dmie. 
He was much pleased with my paying «o great at¬ 
tention to his reconruaendatjpn iu 1769, the period 
when our acquaintance began, that 1 should keep 
a journal; and 1 could perceive be was secretly 
]duased to And so mucli of the fruit of his mind 
: rttserved; and os he had been, used to imagine 
jnd say, that lie always laboured when he said a 


tnrday. He put 


{!) OsnickslHU«i.'i»l>eUbb«ftth«reptT. U«dld^aA:r**to 
conver the pUy to fhu but is • umg, eontentiou* letter 

•avR, disthe wlU forgive liawldna'tpttblisung ao appeal oa the 
rt^'tion of bin plays if he mill puhush the playa themeelvaa 
aiul itin was so far from Nilencirtg liavddns that he rejotiied ht 
ajdU luoie vitheut leua. Hw reader wiU, pertuqn, not be wrry 
to ace a tketdi of this eveDiag fay artother haod, more partial to 
Onrick. IlaiAish More m-it^ **1 ^aed wilii the Gsnicka 
ffu Thnrsday; he went with me oi toe rreitos to itir Jedbea's 
Sphere t waa Swaged to pass the eveBing. I wm not • UtUe 
ilBul of beizw 3ie meaea of briaghie su» a beau info aoeb a 
, Tbund Gibbon, Jubnaom Hennea Harria, Burney, 

ChMobers Hemsay, toe Bishop of St. ^a^h, Boewdll, Lang- 
ton, and scarce an eu^etire man or wpii»D smeitgWtoem. 
Gomdi out Joknaon hsta ni«ft good anrits that 1 never knew Idm 
w eateruiniag or more maoimthe. He was oa brilliaBt M 
bn^li^ and to eMd-huMired M any one 

L p( idh.. inferlOT an thM geoerSttSto to 

toe vlnuddus dataUa^r B««w^ . 
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good thiDg, —it do]>g]itrd him, On a rrvit^w, to find 
that hw oonvcrsjtionuonud vhJi point and haagorr 

1 said to him, “ You More, jesterdkj, Sir, m rr- 
markabty good humour; but there uus uutlung to 
offend you, nothing to pi oduce irritation or vio> 
lence. There was no bold offeuder. Theve was 
not one capital comiction. It was a maiden assize. 
You had on )our white glo>(i>.'V) 

He found fault with our friend Langton for 
haring been too silent. “ Sir,” Mid 1, “ > ou will n - 
collret that be very proptrly ti'iL up Sir Joshua 
for being glud that ('horlet Fox fmd praised GoUl- 
smith's * Traveller,' aud you joined lum. ’ Johxsok. 
“Yes, Sir, 1 knoeke^ Fox on the head, without 
certmony. Rcjcolds is too mueh und<>r box ai.d 
Burke at present. 11c is undir the 
and the Insk fonstfUaUton. He is &iwd}s under 
some planet.” Boswitr.. “Ther* is no Fox star. ” (2^ 
Joii)>sov. “ But there is a di^ star.” HuswaLX. 
“ They say, indi'ed, a lox and a dog aro the sauii. 
animal.’' 

I reminded him of a gentleman who, Mm. ('ho]> 
mondeley mkI, was first talkative fium aflictation, 
and then sdent from the same cause; that hi first 
thought “I shail be celebrated as thc^nchiwt man 
tn every company; ” and tihen, all at once, “ 01 ik 
is mu4^ more respf^table to be grave and luidt 
wise.*’ “ Ke baa reversed the Pythagorean du»ri> 
p^pe^ by bang first talkative and then silent. II 

> At an ma*, where dwrv has bmi no eqatal mvictMiv 
^ judf* nesWH s pair of while gloves.C. 

(I) Ihsra Is a eoBauUalioa osUed the/iae. C. 
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the coarse of nature too; he was first the 
botcerfly aad tlleu the creeping worm.” John* 
soti laughed loud and long at this expansion and 
illustration of what he himself had told me. 

We dined together wtUt Mr. Scott (now Sir 
W'lUtam Scott, his infl,]lt^ty's advocate general), at 
biK chambers in the Temple* nobody else there. 
The company being small, Johnson was not in such 
spirits as he had boon the preceding day(>),and 
for a cnusideraldc time little was said. At last he 
burst forth : —“ Subordination U sadly broken down 
in this age. No il^i, non’, has the same authority 
which his father had except a gaoler. No master 
has it over his servants: it is diminished in our 
colleges; nay, in our grammar*schools.” Boswell. 
“ W’hat is the cause of this, Sif ? ’’ Johnson. “ W'hy, 
the coming in of the Scotch,” laughing sarcastically. 
Boswell. “ That is to say, things have been 
turned topty-turvy. — But your serious cause.” 
Johnson. ** Why, Sir, there are many causes, the 
chief of which U, 1 think, the great increase of 
money. No man now depends upon tlie lord ef a 
manor, when he can send to another cotmtry and 
fetch provisions. Tbn shoe-black at the entry of 
my court does not depend on me. 1 can deprive 
him but of a penny a day, which he hopes some- 
^Mly else will bring him; and th^ penny I must 

<l) Hansah Moft mjnf of a ▼eryman party 

at har Xoig^gtp fttU of wiadoia picty» wa» very 

aOYmnamcaA»as To enjoy Dr. Johaaoo perfitly, one nnwt 
^***^>*^r^ nfwn a l ^ m ha aridom earci to mmk in par* 

p- €4. aub aaw I77d. Bat BoaweU a'ai tha 

battwjpdfft mthifl natter «• C tS 38 a 

VOLoVIL H 
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Cftrry to aoother shoe-black, so the trade suffer* 
Dothi&g. 1 have explained in ihy * Journey to the 
Hebrides’ how g<4d and silver destroy feudal sub- 
ordinatiou. But» besides, there is a genend relax¬ 
ation of reverence. No son now depends upon his 
father, as in former times.* Paternity used to be 
oonsidered os of itself a great thing, which Iiad a 
nght to many claims. That is, in general, redneed 
to very small bounds. My hope is, that as anarchy 
produces tyranny, tliis extreme relaxation will pro¬ 
duce/mw’ strirtio.'^ / 

Talking of fame, for which there is so gi’cat a 
desire, I observed, how little tlicrc is of it in real¬ 
ity, compared with the other objects of human at¬ 
tention. “ Li*L every man recollect, and he will be 
sensibh: how small a }>art of his time is employed uc 
talking nr thinking of Shaksix^nix'^ Voltmre, or any 
of the most celebrated men that have ever lived, 
or arc now suppos^-d to occu]>y t.h(‘ attention and 
ndtuiralicm ol’ the world. I.et this be extracted 
and (ymiprcsbt'd ; into what a narrow space will it 
go 1 ” 1 then sUly (‘) iittrodiiced Mr. Garrick’s fame, 
and his assuming the airs of a great mau. Johnson. 
“Sir, it is wonderful how little Garrick assumes. 
No, Sir, Garrick fortunam reverenfer^habit. Con¬ 
sider, Sir i celebrated men, such as you have men- 
doned, have bad>thc>r applause at a distance; b«t 
Garrick had it dasited in Lis facts sounded in 

(1) ThibilTiim wsi Qot<]iiit4»Ciir; and iuJuRtiro toJofaiuoji 
ttfhMld ht dmrwtAf Uiat thotxgh on thw occwjiUm no ham waa 
Bofwdl often botmjecl him bjr Umm arts into pemonal 
emuro^ whidi ho wouid probably DL^rerotborinse haro uuorod. 
iMlwUdi Wai6Kowbesomctiinosr€fieiiad*-^C« 1U& 
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pars, and wont h^mc every night with the plau¬ 
dits «»f a thousand ,in his cranium. Thco, Sir, 
Garrick did not ^nd, but muif his way to the 
tables, the iev('os, and almost the bc-d-chambers 
of the great. Then, Sir, Garrick hod under him 
a numerous body of*people; who, from fear of 
hia power and hopes of his favour, and admi- 
rniion of his talents, wore constantly submissive 
to him. And hero is a man who has advanced the 
dignity of his profession. Gurrick has made a 
player a higher^haractcr." ScoJT. '“And he is 
a very sprightly writer too.” Johnson- •' Vos, 
Sir; and all this supjmrtcd by great wealth of Ids 
own acquisition. If all this had hapjn-ned to luc, I 
should have ha^l a couple of follows with long poles 
walking before me, to knock down every Inxly that 
stood ill the way. Consider, if all this had happened 
to Cibber or Quin, they’d have jumped over the 
moou. Yet Garrick speaks to us'' (siniHug). Bos 
w'BLL. “ And Garrick is a verj- gooil man, a ch.iri* 
tableman.” Johnsok. Sir, a liberal mau. lie 
has given away more money than any man in 
England. There may be a little vanity mixed 
but he has shown, that money is not his first ob • 
jecL”(t) “ YVt Foote used to say of him, 

(1) Miss Hawkios At ami in ti^nei^^hlmur* 

^•od, Mr. and Mrt« Cbrrick took tno rank of tha — 

avary thing WRS in eood taste, anti bUc^hJishniestdisiininnKhM 
— he ^ovc four honca when jtuing to lo«'n.” Siio wUU the 
feHowi&i^ lively dcacription of his persona) appearance: “ lH*e 
him now in a tUrk blue C(iai» the button-holes bound with 
a small cocked bat laced wHh goldt bis waistcoat tcry open, and 
.Ms coontecinte never at rest, and, indeed, seldom his penoni 
for, In the relaxadon of tbe count^, be gave way to all his na¬ 
tural volatility, and with toy fiuher was perfecUy at case, aom^ 
ftmci rtttiDg on a table, and then, tf be saty my brothers at ft 

It 
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tW he walked out with au intentioo to do a gener¬ 
ous ftctton; bat, turning the coiner of a stseet, he 
wet with the gho«^f a half-penny, which fright¬ 
ened him.’* JoaNSbN, “ Why, Sir, that is very 
true too; for 1 never km*w a man of whom it could 
be said with loss certainty *to-day, what he will 
do to-Toorrow, than Garrick; it dopeads so much 
on his humour at tJic time,** Scott. *‘l am glad 
to hear of his liberality. He has been repn'seuted 
as very saving." Joiikson. **\Vith his domestic 
saving we htfVe oothiiig to do. y rcmeinbt>r ilrink- 
ing tea with him long ago, wlnot Peg Woffington 
made it, and he grumbled at her for making it too 
strong. (') He had then begun to feet money in 
his purse, and did not know when he should have 
emmgh of it," (*) 

On the subject of wealth, the proper use of it, 


di^ance on the Uwn, Ahootin^ off like itn arrow out of A in 
a eluhse of ibcm ronud thi*}Eardon. I retncinhrr hen 

mjr btlivr, hnving me lo hi* YiMtul, mH bim on the rojinnno, 
ruling Ws pretty ponyhis nioWnf; uiy voiopae^ion by lauicoting 
the miM'ry of bufng Nummoned to ton n m run. wcftthpr (1 th»nE 
August) to play btforc ihc King of Dt'ninftrk. I cJionght him 
linccrev and fai$ case jntUble, till my fdthi'r assured xD<r that Ue 
WHS in reality very well pU*aHHl« anti tluu w hnt he grt^ined at aa 
labour^ w*i25 aa hoBOur paid to bis talvnts. The naliirHl evprefr- 
sion of his couateiuirice was for fr(»m nincidity* 1 c<mfi^s 1 was 
afraid <it him; more m> than I was tn JuhiiHOra whom 1 knew 
not to be, nor could siimoso be e?cr would be thought lo be, aa 
mrtraia^inary man- (jorrick h&d a frown and spoke 
#us)y. Johnson wus slow and kmd in his mag to cbildfeau*'U» 
J/rmoirs, voL i* p. tU — C- 

Yl) When Johiuon told I'ttie anecdote to Sir Jo^dma 
T ife pnidhi he mentioned a circumstance which he omitted to» 
dajTr -*. ** Why,’' saM Gorrirk, «it Is os red at hlofri.^ 

,(!2) Tbs geocresi^ 9( David Garrick to the late Mr» Bemv- 
ger (sec VoL 11L p- 8S- X aim bed faiieu iiup dIstTtws ^ vtt or 
by nwiMAce, was as mesnorabis* He sent him back bis eecorW 
•es w AOCtfs a donation of a baialk note of S 00 /« —Treaip 
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end the effects of *t^at art 'wbich is ci^cd economy, 
he observed, ** It is wonderful $b think Irow men of 
v«rf lar^ estates notonly spend titeiryearlyincomes, 
but are often actu^ly in want of money. It is clear 
they have not value* f<»r what they spend. Lord 
Shelburne told mr., ftiat a mart of h!]gb rank, 
who looks into his own affairs, may have all that 
he ou^ht to have, all thiU can be of any iise, or 
i^pcar with any advanta|re, for five thonsand pounds 
a yi*ar. Tlierefc^e, a great proportion nmst go in 
waste; and indeed, this is the case with most peo> 
pie, whate%-er their fortune is." Boswell. “ I 
hare no doubt. Sir, of this. But how is it? ^Vhat 
is waste?" Johnson. *‘^Vhy; Sir, breaking hot* 
ties, and a thousand other things. WaiUe cannot 
be accurately told, though we arc sensible how de¬ 
structive it is. Economy on the one hand, by 
which a curtain income is made to maintain a 
man genteelly, and waste on the otlier, by which, 
on the same income, another man lives shabbily 
cannot be defined. It is a very nice thing; as one 
man wears his coat out much sooner Uton anotlier, 
we cannot td! how.” 

We tollo)^ of war. Johnson. “Every man 
thinks meanly of hhnself fbr not having been a sol¬ 
dier, or not Imving been at sea." Boswell. “ Lord 
Mansfield does not.” Johnson. “ Sir, if Lonl 
Mansfield were in a company of genei^ officers 
and admirals who have been in wrvice, he would 
ahrink} he’d Wish to ciwp under thh table.” Bos¬ 
well. ** No; he'd think fae could /r^ them all.” 
Johnson. ** Yes, If he conld catch them: but 

« H S 
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they'd try him ranch sooner. No, Sir; were So¬ 
crates and Charles the Twel/tfa of Sweden both 
present in any eorapaay, and Socrates to say, * Fol¬ 
low me, and hear a lecture in philosophy; ’ and 
Charles, laying his hand his sword, to say, 
* Follow me, and dethrone the Czar,' a man would 
be ashamed to follow Socrates. Sir, the impression 
is universal; yet it is strange. As to the sailor, 
when you look down from the quarter-deck to the 
space below, you see the utmost ext.'cmity of human 
misery; such cronding, such hKh, such stench I" 
Boswell. “ Yet sailors are happy.” Johnson. 
“They are happy as brutes arc happy, with a pu*co 
nf fresh meat—with the grossest sensuality. But, 
Sir, the profession of soldiers and sailors has the 
dignity of danger. Mankind revercuce those who 
have got over fear, which is so general a weakness.” 
Scott. “ But is not course mechanical, and to 
be acquired ?” Johnson. “Why yes, Sir, in a 
collective sense. Soldiers consider themselves only 
as })art of a great machinp." Scott. “We find 
people fond of being sailors.” Johnson. “ 1 cannot 
account for that, any more than 1 can account for 
other strange perversions of imagination.” His ab¬ 
horrence of the profession of a sailor was nnifor^y 
violent; bat in conversation he always exalted the, 
profession of a soldier. And yet 1 hav^ in my 
large and yarious colleotiQn of his writings, a letter 
to an eminent friend, in which he expresses himself 
tlios: My godson called on me lately. He is 

weary, mid rationally weary, of a military life. If 
yon oaa place Kim in some other state, I think you 
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roar increftsc his hhppincss, and secure hisvirtueb;. 
A soldier's time is paSsed in distress and danger, or 
in idleness and comipdoo.” < Such was his cool 
reflection in )ue study ; but whenever he was wanned 
and animated by the fvcscnce of company, he, like 
other philosophers, whose minds are impregnated 
with poetical fanc]', caught the common enthusi* 
asm for splendid renown. 

He talked of Mr. Charles Fox, of whose abilities 
he thought highix, but observed, that he did not 
talk much at our Wub. 1 have heard Mr. Gibbon 
remark, that Mr. Fox could not be ai'ratd of Dr. 
Johnson; yet he certainly was very shy of saying 
any thing in Dr. Johnson's presence." Mr. Scott 
now quoted what was said of Alcibiodes by a Greek 
poet, to which Johnson assented. (>) 

Hu told us, that he had given Mrs. Montagu a 
catalogue of all Daniel Defoe’s works of imagin* 
ation; most, if not all of which, as wtJl as of his 
other works, bo now enumerated, atlouing a con> 
uderable. sliare of merit to a man, who, bred a 
tradesman, had written so variously and so well. 
Indeed, his ** Robinson Crusoe" is enough of itself 
to establish his reputation. 

He expresfed great indignation at the imposture 
of the Coek-luc ghost, and related, with much 
aatis&ction, how he had assisted in detecting the 

(1) ^.Kesmey, Arcfadescoo of Rairtioe, reimkE^thst *‘Mr. 
nMweu’B memory nuut bere have deceived 1dm: uid that Mr. 
bcotfa obaervatioo mint have been, that * Mr. Foa, in the in- 
tneatimed, might be eomidtired at the rtvene t^J'ktaax}' 
<n whom, aa Fhitarrfa rdatu in the Life of Akibiadca, Enpolia 
the tracodian Mid, It is mw hs can talk, and yet be ia no 

fOiiUtCT* mm 
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cheat, and bad pobtkilieJ an ^onnt of it in die 
ww^aipers. Upon l^u( ml^t I neautiousiy of* 
fended ium, by pressing bim with too many quc3> 
tk»»> «od he idiowed his dt^hasure. J apdogiM'd^ 
•ajing, that ** 1 asked questtjus in order to )>e in- 
•tructed and eiitcrtiuned; I repaired eagerly to the 
feiuitMD; but that the monicnt he gave me a hint, 
the moineut he put a lock upon the well, I desisted.’* 
** But, Sir," said be, ** that is fordug one to do n 
disagreeable thing:” and he contintied to rate me. 

Noy, Sir," said I, wlien yon have put a Ibck 
upon the. well, so that I can no longer drink, do not 
nudte the fountain of your wit play upon me and 
wet me.” 

He sometimes could not bear being teased tnth 
questions, I was once preaentwhen a gentleman (*) 
askf^i 90 mahy, as, “ What did you do, Sir?” 
“ What did you say. Sir?” that he at last grew en¬ 
raged, and said, ** I will not be put to the ytiestiofu 
Don’t you consitter, Sir, that th^ are not the man¬ 
ners of a gentlenuui? 1 will not be baited with 
and ir//y; what is this? what is that? why ia 
a cow’s tail long ? why is a fox’s tail bushy ? ” The 
gentlcnuD, who was a good deal out of gountenanee, 
said, ** Wiiy, Sw, you are so good, that I venture to 
troulde you.” Joansom. ** Sir, my being so good 
is no re»oD why you should be so id.'* ■ 

Talking of the Justatia htilk at Woohneh, ia 

s 

wUch criminals were punish^, ^ being confined 
to llibour, he said, I do not aee that they are pta- 
sWied by this: they must, have worked equany,^ had 

0 ) This was mppuaod to be Bcaneell bteadf. vC. 
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they nervr been guRty of stealing. They now only 
work; HO, after all, Aiey ha^ o gained; what they 
stole is clear gain tu them ; the confinnuent is no* 
tiling. Every uian who works is confined: the 
smitli to IitH shop, the gailor to his garret.'’ Bos« 
wi ' L. *’ And Lord Mansfield to his court.” Joh.s- 
•so;r. “yes, Sir. You know the notion of confine¬ 
ment may Uf o.\tended, as in the song, * Every 
island is a priNon.* There is in Doilslcy’s collection 
a copy of vers*!s t<^the author of that song. (') 

Smith’s Latin votses on Pococki', the great tra¬ 
veller (*), wore mentiomd. He repeated some of 
them, and said they veru Smith’s best verses. 

Ho talked with an uncommon animation of tra¬ 
velling into diMtant c^ountrios; that the mind was 
enlarged by ii, and that an ncqnisitioD of dignity 
of character was derived from iL He expressed a 
particular enthusiasm with respect to visiting the 
wall of China. 1 catched it for the moment., and 
said I really believed I should go and see the wall 
of China had I not children, of whom it was my 
duty to take care. “ Sir," said he, ** by doing so, 
you would do wHiat would be of importance in rats- 


(1) I hwv ia\ain exanuMd DodUey** Collection for the 
venet here referred tu. 'lltecoDa b^os with the words, " WeU 
posne, welcome, brother debtor.’^— M. — It is in lUtson’s Col- 
leution, vol. ii. p. i05....C. 


(S) Stni^’s Tmee sre on Edward l^Mocke. tiie mvat Oriental 
nJ?***^' he trwcUe^ it is true; bnt Dr. Hich^ JPococke, late 
Biabtm of OeMrjr, who- pultlnh^ Trawls throt^ the East, is 
u«^y ealW the jwnt^odfcr..- Keakii*^ Edward Bo- 

of Christebnrefa and H«lis«w Profeasor in 
ford, ^e two Pocockn iouriahed just a century »p$H; 
one, Ettwan^ being bom in 10OS{ Richard, in iTOi.— 
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Ing yoar childreo to eminence. * There troald be a 
ustre reflected upon them fro^n your spirit and cu¬ 
riosity* They wouki be at all times regarded as the 
children of a man who bad gone to view the wall 
of China* 1 am serious, Sir^' 

When we had left Mr. Scott’s, be srid, “ Will you 
go home with me r ” Sir,” said I, it is late; but 
I ’ll go with you for throe nuDutes.” Johnson* 
** Or four." We went to Mrs. Williams’s room, 
where we found Mr. Allen the {wintiT, who was the 
landlord of his house in Bolf^court, a worthy, 
obliging man, and Lis very old acquaintance; and 
what W 21 S exceedingly amusing, tlmugh he waa of a 
very diminutive size, he usi'd, even in Johnson’s 
presence, to imitate the stately periods and slow 
and solemn utterance of the great man. I ihis 
evening boasted, that although I did not write what 
is called stenograi)hy, or short-band, iu appropriated 
characters devised for the pnrjmse, 1 liad a method 
of my own of writing half-words, and leaving out 
some altogether, so as yet to keep the substance and 
language of any discourse which I bad heard so 
much in view, that 1 could give it very completely 
soon after 1 had taken it down. He defled me, as 
he had di-iicd an actnal short-haftd writer; and 
made the experiment by reading slowly and dis- 
tincriy a part of Robertson’s ** History of America,*** 
iriiile I ^deavoured to write it in my way of taking 
notes* It was found that I had it ve^ hnperfeetly; 
the ifi(aclu8ion(>) from whl^ was, diat its ex- 

/l!) This is odd rettontng. Most rcodors wMId dnvo csow 
SO the mors obvious conclimM, that Booivell bad frikd in Ua 
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celience was principafiy owing to a studied arrange* 
ment of vords^ whicb. could not be varied or 
abridged without an essential injury. 

On Sunday. April 12., 1 found btizi at home be* 
fore dinner; Dr. Dodd’^pom. entitled^* Thoughts 
in Prison,” was lying u]>on his tabic. This appear* 
ing to me an extraordinary effort by a man who was 
in Newgate for a capital crime, 1 was desirous to 
hear Johnson's opinion of itt to my surprise, he 
told me he had not ^ead a line of it. 1 took up the 
book and read uspassage to him. Johnson. 

Pretty well, if you are previously disposed to like 
them.” I rood another pa«sage, with which lie was 
better pleased. Hu then took the book into his 
envQ hands, and having looked nt the prayer at the 
end of it, he saui, What cx'itieHce is there that this 
was composed the night btd’ore he suffered? /do 
not believe it.” He then read aioud where he prays 
for the king, drc. and observed, “ Sir, do you think 
that a man, tlie. night before he is to be hanged, 
(Sires for the succession of a royal funiiy ? Though, 
he may have composed this prayer then. A man 
who has been canting ail his life, may cant to the 
last And yet a mau who has been refused a par* 
don after so ibuch petidoning, would hardly be 
praying thus fervently for the king.”(*) 

a 

« 


experitnent at tbort-hand. Tl^ paange may acconnt for *0010 
votal mora and obacurltica in this work; wbeo cepving bit 
notaa, after « cmuidcnble Ism of tima^ Mr. BosweU pceubly 
nuaundentood bia own abbrevtatwna. — C. 

( 1 ) It doeanotaaemcondataiiClistJtduiMmahouMlkaveMut 
^token of one, ia tbe saoarity of wboK repmtaBce be bad m 



vtft 'OP ioamott. 


JTTfc 


IDS 

He^ asd I, tnd Mrs. WiUiai&s, went to dine with 
tiif fiereo'end Dr.'Fercy. Talking of Goldsmith, 
Johnson smd, he was very envious. 1 defended 
him, iff observing, tbht he owned it frankly upon all 
occasions. Jonf^sOK. ** iiih, you are enforeing the 
cliai^ He had so much envy, that he could not 
conceal it. He was so full of it, that be overflowed. 
He talked of it, to be sure, often enough. Now, 
Sir. what a man avows, he is nut ashamed to think; 
though many a mao thinks whaf. he is ashamed to 
avow. We are all envious natifrally; but by check¬ 
ing envy, we get tlie better of it. So we arc all 
thieves aaturally; a child alwwys tries to get ut 
what it wants the nearest way : by good instruction 
and good habits this is cured, till a man has not 
even an inclination to seize W’hat is another's; iuis 
no struggle with himself about it’* 

And here 1 shall record a scene of too mu^ heat 
between Dr. Johnson and Dr. Percy, which 1 should 
have suppressed, were it not that H gave occasion 
to display the truly tender and benevolent heart or 
Johnson, who, as soon as he found a frumd was at 
aU hurt by say thing which he had ** said in bis 
wrath,” was not only prompt apA desirous to be re- 


iniii% eonfldenee w to desire to have the benefit kit p raym 
ijamtit VoL Vl. n. asS.). The obwrrMwm, (oo^ oa the imyer 
*jror tos atng" essros laoonsldsnte; toeesuM, ^ Dodd was a 
it^ IM wauld be sBiieus to reoHiM huMctf with 
mil MdaktoA nd, ms the hi^ hsve suad Us lift, 

na^ Dodd’s lamyOr ftr hha wee pratebfy aeither fonn 
Bdr.|lsctery (.tat whet csnld riy mvmll him at t!t«t hotir?X but 
sfcrgeeof irf eoanitioa, mad of the sbmsBceof mtt pswonml r ts snr ■ 
—C. 
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conciledj but exerted himsdf to make ample repar- 

;ktion* * 

Iio«>ki9 of traveU ba\in^ been mentioned, Joimeon 
pr^cd Pennant very lugbty, aa be did at Dunv^an, 
hi the U\c of Skye* pn Percy knowing bimaelf 
to he the heir male of the aiicient Percies (^), and 
having the warmest and most dutiful atlacbnient to 
the lu^blo house of Northumberland, could not sit 
quietly and hear a man praised, who had spoken 
disn^*ctfuiiy of Alowiek CastU and the duke's 
pleasurivgroundSf e^)ecially as he thought meanly 
of his travels. He thefrefore opposed Johnson 
o:^erly. Johksok* Pe nnant, in what he has said 
ot Alnwick (-)> has done what he intended ; he baa 
made you very angryP£ h6y* lie lias said the 

i 1 > &0 thiR arctinitely stated, Md the Hesevnt of hi^ famtlj 
f'loni Uie Kiirh uf NorttKimberlnnd c)«Ar)y di^iiccd, )U Her. 

Hr. \a&h's exc»Uvjit Hiitoryof VVorcsstefstuns’' voL iu p. Sia 
'I'he doctor has subjoiTiod a note, in mhich iw 'fhe editor 

S4*«n, and carefully eunimsd the proofK of all the particu¬ 
lars ikbosc mentioned, tuiw m ihepoM^diou of the lh)\. Thomas 
i^ercy,^* The same )>riK>f»! have aImi tnvself carefbUy eaaroined, 
and hate s<«cn some additional prools which have occum*fl since 
th«« dnetor’t bf>ok was pubH^h^; and both as a lawyer accus- 
tofnisi to the consideration of cvtdeDce. and ta a genealogist 
in tbc study of pedigrees, I am fully satisfied. I cannot 
help oh9«r\]f2i;« as a dmiDistance of no wmil moment, that m 
tracmg the Astum of T>r<pnore's geQe^<^> essential aid was 
given hy the late Hisabeth Duchess of NurUmniberUnd^ betrcfn? 
of thni illustrious hoiffc; a lady not (Only of high dignity of 
5|HriU mch as became her noble blood, but of excellent under- 
sundiiig and lively taienls. With a fair pride { can boa«t of 
tho honour of her graca*s comspimdotiee, i^ecimens of which 
adorn toy archivea. 

(S) At Alnwick oe mnaizwof chivalry are percqritibUs 
eo remetabia train of attendauu j the ftunuuire and g^ciis 
locoiiMitQnt, and aotbii^ except the nurohm of ujondmrtriom 
^ one Idea of its former c^ia- 
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^si^cD is trim, wiiich is rcpri-seoting it like a ctri* 
sen’s parterre, whei» the tfuth is, there is a very 
lai^e extent of fiite turt and gravel walks.*’ John* 
SON. “ According to your own account. Sir, Pen¬ 
nant is right. It t< trim. ^lere is grasps cut close, 
and gravel rolled smooth. Is not that trim ? The 
extent is nothing against that; a mile may he as 
trim as a square yard. Yuur extent puts roe in 
" ind of the citizen's enlaigcd dinner, two pieces »»f 
• oast-beef, and two puddings. (,') There is no vn» 
riet}’, no mind exerted in tayiug out the ground, no 
trees.” Percy. " He preU'uds to give the natural 

history of Nortbumbtjriand, and vet takes no notice 
¥ ^ 

of the immense number of trees pkintcd there (»f 
late.” Johnson. “ Yliat, Sir, lias nothing to do 
witli the natural history; tliat is WrtV hirtor)*. \ 
man who gives the natural history of Utc oak. is not 
to teU how many oaks have been planted in this 
place Of that. A imm who gives the natural liistory 
of the cow, is not to ndl how many cows arc milked 
at Islington. The animal is the same whi-tber 
milked in the Park or at lelingUm.” Percy. “ IVji- 

(l) It M otwenvble thfrt the «mc illuwration of thr «amo 
mbject is to be found in ibe EjisiU! in SirW'tllatn 

( tumben: — * 

Pnr what iiMturef—iOnglirr (hwifn towu!. 
ilcr ihr^ ilat noun atv pUnts, prouiul; 

Prolong the yiA, rpite <>f ail ymrr daiUir, 

Thv MkiM* crhifRf U itill and vMf. 

ito wh«» JbAtt wka 

Tu rival nocdlrVi Uiimm or Aunack'% 

Thw unnouth ksgi of mutton ihoek oar gfw 
Three rwted g««ve» three butterVt e^plc 

Tbe Streic Epittk had appenr«d in 1778; to tbst Johnson no 
doubt burrowed the ides mnn fhst siuritod and pungent ssdrt 



^ 0 . 


PENNANT. 


PERCT. 


ir 


n&iit does not dcsciril)e well; a carrier who goes 

along the side of LAchlomond would dcBcribe it 

IwttiT." Johnson. “I think be describes very 

well.' Pkrcy. “ I travelled after him." Johnson. 

“ And I travolU'd aftij* him." Percy. “ But, my 

g.ioti rriond, you are sliort-sighted, and do not see 

so wt II as I do." 1 wondered at Dr. Percy’s vcu» 

turitu thus. Dr. Juimsoii said nothing at the time; 

but inflanijnalde p.irticles were collecting fora cloud 

to hurst. In a little v hile Dr. i'ercy siiid something 

rnore in disparng't^nent of Pennant. Johnson 

(pointMlly). is the reseiitmout of a narrow 

luindi because he did nut bnd every thing in Nurth- 

uiiiberlaiid." Percy (feeling the .stroke). “ Sir, 

y(Mi may l)o as rude ns y<»u phase." Johnson. 

“ Hold, Sir!* Don’t talk »»f rud<n4‘8s: muember, 

.Sir, you told me," puffing hard with pa«*ion stnig- 

.uling for a vent *• 1 was short-sighted. We have 

d'in(‘ with eiviliiv. We arc to be as rude as we 

% 

pleasi PnncY. “ Lpou my honour, Sir. 1 did not 
mean to ]«> uueivU.” Johnson. 1 cannot say so, 
Sir; for I rf/Vf moai» to bo uncivil, thinking you had 
tieru nuciviU" Dr. Percy rose, ran u]) to him, and 
inking him by the hand, .^«.^url■d liim ufren'ionutely 
that his uiediflng had bceii misunderstoo*!; npim 
which a reconciliation iiistanlly took placi*. John¬ 
son. “ My deiir Sir. I am willing you .shall hang 
i’euuant.*’ Pkrcy (n >uniing the Awmer sub¬ 
ject). « Pennant complains that tin- In lniet is not 
hung out to iiivilc to llic hall of hcKsjuudity. Now 
I never heard that it wa« a custom to hang out a 


m* 
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J<HW«OK. " him u|s hang him 
up.** BoawsLi;, (bimomri^ the joke). ** Hang 
•ttt hia draU inelead 4>f a helmet, and yoii may 
dxink ate out of it in 7 <nr hail of Odin, as h(t is 
yiMir enemy; timt vill be truly ancient Thert will 
be < Korthera .Antiquities.’ *(^) Joiimsom. lie’s 
aspA^, Sir; asoaf smiling ai hL« own violrot 
eipKMtnnt, merely for political difi'enmcc cf 
Of^on: ** but he’s the best travelier 1 ever ivad ; 
he ob serves more things than any one else docs.’’ 

I QOoid not hdp thinking th^t this was too high 
praise of a writer who traversed a wide extent of 
oountiy in* such haste, that he could put together 
only curt frittered fragments of bw own, and after- 
wa^ proeored suppkmentai intelligence from ps' 
rochial ministers, and others not thetbest qiialiAod 
or most partial aarratora, whose uogcnerovui pre> 
judke against the house of Stuart glan‘t> iu roisre' 
presentotimi: a writer, who at best treats merely of 
sttperAcial objects, and shows no philosophical iii> 
vest%a!ioB of character and manui.'tfs such as John- 
■on has exhibited in bis maatt riy ** Journey’* over 
nait of the same groundsnd who, it shouM seem 
from a desire of ingratiating himself with the Scotch, 
hts flattered the people of North BntaiB so inonii- 
Mirilg and wdth so Hide discrimination, that the 


fl) tkcwtaiafyws 
essfc II. ** l^mio4a 

IfSiIwBk 4« km 




I • ctHtgiB, m •ppean tVam tbo fuDowinf' 
■la* T<d> iU. p. 10 e.;->**^Fasair 4 metu-v 
haiisst «a Saaii Tu , sn atme qw. <mm Im 
w HtW tessMS wkwMi hsriiinimt *.j 
Isur p seit H »* Ktsssr . 
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IIS 

apA catkStd amoafit tlisin rnoft ba Sif* 
.patitd, wfaila tbejr watue moi^ tba pWun, ju^ jret 
kiafij report of J<^ixi»on. 

Hartiii; hnpartlAlfy ce^rod Mr. Peonani, ae 
4 traveler Jb 8ootliwd> let me allow )bm» from 
MlfaoritiM moeb be^er than bit deserved 

iwaise M an able zoolc^ist; ud let me ab<6 Arom 
mf own andmatandiiig and feelings, acknowledge 
the merit of liis ** London,” a hick, though aaid to 
be not quite accurate in Mine particulars, is one of 
the niOMt plearin^^topograpbical perfonnanoea that 
«nr appeared in any language. Mr. Pennant, 

4^ countrymen in general, has the trpe spirit of 4 
'pmilhmivu As a proof of It, I shall quote ftom hia 
* London” the passage in which he ^oaks of my 
iBustrioas jfViend. 

** I must by no means uaut SpU Court, ihs Jong 
KrideDof} of Dr. Samuel driinson, a mqn of the stroagr 
set napiral idwltties, great lescnlag, a most retentive 
menory, ti dtw deepest ud most uneSbeted piety and 
moraBty, minf^ widi dmif numerous wcakucsiea Md 
pndoiU^ wbidi his fiieuds have kindly tal<« eire 
in draw from their dread a)iode.(') 1 hemght On my. 
naif his tr ans ient angw, by tihst in his tour la 

fleodand, be onee had kog apd woful m^eriepoe of eats 
being dm tfoA of jb»c» In SontkTwt, as they Bm* of 
borsaa is Alni^UBd. It was a aadonal rageedoa w- 
worthy af and I dhrt mj bolt. In dim he gave 



IH 


LIFS OF ittilKAOK. 


nn. 


me s tender C«n iunorS he atie uid of me, 

' Tbe a Whig/ 0 1 tdmhed the virteei of Lord 
Hnssell, and fall. 1 Rhould have been a Whig 

at the Rerolo^ta. - There have been periods since in 
rritieh I should have beerf, what I now am, a moderate 
Tory, a supporter, at far aiitmy little influence ex¬ 
tends, of a weli-poUed balance between the crown and 
the people; but aliould the scale preponderate against 
the 4atu4 p(^puii, that moment may it be said, * The 
dc^ ’s a Whig !' *’ 

Wc had a calm after the atorm, staid the evening 
and supped, and were pleasant dbd gay. But Dr. 
Terej told me he was very uneasy at what bed 
passed, for there was a gentleman there who was 
acquainted with tlie Northumberland family, to 
w'hum he hoped to have appeared more respectable, 
by showing how intimate lie was with Dr. Johnson, 
and who miglit now, on the contrary, go away with 
an opinion to his disadvantage. He begged 1 
would mention this to Dr. Johnson, which 1 after¬ 
wards did. His observation upon it was, This 
comes of etrtUagem ; had he told rae that he wished 
to appear to advantage before that gentleman, he 
ahottld have been at the top of the house all the 
time.” Ho spoke of Dr. Percy in th^ handsomest 
manner. ** Then, Sir,” said I, ** may I be aUowed 
to suggest a mode by which you may ^ectuaCy 
(^tmteract any nufarourable rep<Mrt of what passed? 

Dr. Johiuoa's *• Jsumay «• tbt Wertsra Isknda* 
U$ I^ictiofwry article, sad B9 ** Tovnir tti 
-flkwedWoo.-Psssant. ' ' 

8s« Hr- VmwcITs Joitful VtiLIT. p. 2 a >«-r 
aaim 
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I will write a lettei^to you upon tlie sulject of the 
unlucky contest of ttat day, and you will be kind 
enough to put in writing, as an aD8%vcr to that 
letter, what you have now said, and ns Lord Percy 
is to dine with oa at general Pauli's soon, I wtU 
take an opportunity to read the correspondcueo lu 
liis lordship’s prcsenco.” This friendly sehenit' was 
accordingly carried into execution without Dr. Per¬ 
cy’s knowledge. Johnson’s letter placed Dr. PercyV 
unquestionable merit la the fairest point of view, 
and 1 contrived that Lord Percy should ]u:ar the 
correspondence, by introduciug it at General Paolis 
aa an instance ot Dr. Johnson’s kind disposition 
towards one in whom his lordship uas interested. 
Thus every unfavourable impression was obviated 
that eoukl poasildy have been made on those l>y 
whom he wished must to be regastlvd. 1 breakfasu d 
the day after with him, and informed him of ii)> 
Kheme, and its happy completion, fur uhirh he 
thanked mo in the warmest terms, and uas highly 
delighted wiUi Dr. Johnson's letter tn his praise, of 
which I gave him a copy. He said, **I would 
rather have this than degrees from all the uni> 
versitics in Europe. It will bo for mo, and my 
children, and*grai^chihlreD.” Dr. Johnson havinc 
afterwards asked me if 1 had given him a copy of 
il« and bring told 1 had, waa offended, and inristed 
that I should get It back, which I did. As, how- 
over he (fid not desire me to deetroy either the 
or riw «o|»y, or Ibririd me to kt it be sc<ii, 
1 t^ak .myself ai| liberty to qtpiy to it his general 
^Mlmdioo to 8to oonoenimg bis own letters, » Ti# 

I 3 
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he did iMrt dtoose they should Sx published in his 
Uie-time; but had tio ohjecti^ to their appeuing 
after his death.” J shidl therefore insert this kindly 
corresiKmdence, having faithfully narrated the cir> 
cunutances occt^mpatiying 

LcnsaSld. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

** Mt tVcAR Stn, — I Ictve to address you in 
behalf of our frioid Dr. Percy, who was much hurt by 
W'faat you said to him that day we dined ai his house 
(April IS.); when, in the oours^of the dispute as to 
Pennant’s merit as a traveler, you told Percy that * he 
bad the resentment of s narrow mind against Pennant, 
because be (iid not find every thing in NorihuRiberhimt.’ 
Percy is sensible that you did not mean to injure him ; 
but he is vexed to tliink that year behaviour to him Mt 
that occasion may be interpreted as a proof that he 
is despised by you, which I know is not the case. 1 
have told him, that the charge of being narrow minded 
was only u to the particular point la question; and that 
he had the merit of being a martyr to his noble family. 

*' Earl Percy is to dine with Gnurnd Patdi next 
Friday; and 1 should be sincerely glad to have it in 
my power to satisfy his lordship how well you think of 
Dr. Percy, who, I fiud, apprehends dial your good 
Opinion of him may be of very essentid eouaequcAw ; 
and who assures me that he has the highest respect and 
rite wtfmest affi^tm for you. 

** I hsre only to add, that my suggestii^ tUs oc. 
.eaidan fta‘ the ox^eise of year candour tud generosity is 
aUogetber unknown to Dr. Percy, and jmicseds 
my fOod-wiS towards bin, and my pertuarim diat jro*i 
wffl be 1isp{iy to do hiin an essen^ kindaim. I dm, 
0d iocM> my ^ar Sr, your nmit fidthHed aud 
■AftfoBatt hHnUe $ervtatt Jjjm BsewnAi"* 
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Lh«s» »9a TO JAJ/eS B0SW£LT. ESQ. 

April 2.<J. 177ft. 

Sir, — The df1»te >)etwee7J Dr. Paty and me is 
one of those foolish cfntrovertles nhich b(*giD npon 
a (piestion of which ueither party raiea how it is (le> 
ddi'd, and which is, no'ertlielesi, continued to ecri. 
inony, by tlic vanity «it)i which every man rosikts con. 
futatioD. T>r. Percy's warniUi proceeded from a cause 
which, pcrha{)s, dot's !uin moro honour than he cotiM 
have derived ftuin juhter critiaaro. His aUmrrence of 
Pennant procee<1ed <^n his opinion that I’ennanl had 
wantonly and indecently I'enauied his patron. Ills 
anger made him resolve^ that^ for having been once 
wrong, he never ahould be rifdit. Pennant haa much 
in his notions that I do not like j but still I thittk him 
a very intelligent traveller. If Percy is realiy oilendefl, 

I am soiry; for he is a man whom I net'er knew to 
offimd any one. He is a man very willing to learn, and 
very able to teach; a man, out of whose company I 
sever go without having learned something. It is sure 
that he vexes nw sometimes, but I am afraid it is 
by making me feel my own ignorance. So much eiu 
tensi<» of mind, and so much minute accuracy of 
llK{uiry, if yon survey your whole circle of acquaintance, 
you wiU find so scarce, if you find it at all, that you 
wiQ value I^ey by comparison. Lord Hailes is Mane« 
what lUce him: but l^ord Hailes does not, pirhaps, go 
beyond btfn in research; and 1 do not know that he 
equals him in elegance, Percy’s attention to poetry haa 
given grace and splendour (o bis atudiet of antiquity. 
A mere antiqnnrUn i^a raised being. 

** Upon die whole, you aee dtat what 1 might aay in 
spert or petnlaaoe to bin, is very eoniiatent with fttU 
eoavictiooi of Ida mariti I am, dear Sir, your most, 
^ Bjlii* JoBRaoR.” 

tS 
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LtmftSS). FBOM MIL BbSW£LL TO SR. PE&Ctr 

** South Audley April S5- 

*' Dkab Sir, — I wrote to Dr. on the niK 

joct of the Pennontian eantnv^^ty } end ^ve received 
from him an answer whidt will del^t yon. I read It 
yesterday to Dr. Robertson, at the Exhibition; and at 
dinner to Lord Percy, General Oglethorpe, &e. wbo 
dined with ui at Geiu^ Paoli's; who was also a wiU 
nesB to the high fettimong to your honour. 

General Paoli desires the favour of yonr company 
next Tuesday to dinner, to meet Dr. Vohnson. If 1 can, 
1 will call on you to-day. I am, with sincere r^trd, 
your most obedient humble serraoL 

Jans BeawBUN"(i) 

( 1 .) Though the Bishop of Omnere kindly answered the leU 
ters which I wrote to him, relarire to Dr. Johnson's early his¬ 
tory ; yet, in justice to him, 1 think it proper to add. that the 
■ccountcR the foregoiog oosTtamtiODt eod tae subiegueat tren^ 
action, as w«n as of soroc other converaatioas in which he Is 
mentionedt has been given to the public withenit pretiiNlS 001^ 
BMipiiattign with hii lordaMp. 
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&aptfr WKfming Snakef,"—Stffiet in Pai»fi7i(i ati^t 
PTrithig. — Gnrge Slfemts. — Luxuri/. — D*fffrmr 
Govemmentx.-^ JUatrarwiic Vt r*e!*.—I'ooAyry Bftoh* 
^IntgualUg o/fltf Sfrft. — Digrrcf of llapitiwti* 
—-ftoome JfiiyMi'i ** Intrrnal /tVWrtJ/r.”—-Counijf 
•^Frifwhhtp.— Frf$} 

Vioet pnblit Benrfiti." — llannnh More. — Matou'* 
Proi>fcution of Mr. Murray the Baokhelhr.^Frar qf 
Dtatiii.-^Anitihttation.—~ Future Hiate of Fxiktenee 
— Gha$t Story.— Jfate Jlarry^ Change of 
RtiUtioitu — Mre. Knowiee. 

Oh Mondajr, April IS.. I dinod with Johosoii at 
Mr. LAtigton’»» where wm* Ur. Portcus then Btbhnp 
ofCh<>ftter,afterwmtl8 of London,aod Ur. .Sunton.(>} 
He wa« at first in a very silent uiood. Before dinner 
he said nothing but ** Pretty baby," to one of tlie 
eluldren. Lragton said very well to me afterw arOt>. 
^at he eouTd repeat Dr. JokoMDs conversation 
befbre dinner, as Jolmson had i^aid that !m roiiid 
repeat a oomplete ^pter of The Natnral Historv 
of leriaBd," frem the Danish of Borr«bo»» the 
whole of whieb was enetly thaas — 

(1) Or. Sdateai hsd bssa Dz. Povtso/i fttkw ebspUa to 
4r^l)M»^8Mbw,sadwafctiasUssfastote f w b l to s tiBn at 

^|sMswadm«»& 

1 4 
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** Chip. LXXII.—>fbfinmwK^ Snata, 

** There ire do loilcet re be met with diroa^ioat dw 
wlKde ielaod.** 


At dinner we talked of pother mode in the 
newspapers of giving modem chaiacten in aentenoei 
from tire dsMica, and of tlie pareage — 


Pftrcitf dtonmi eu]tor« et tDfrequcii% 
InwuAfUit dum 
CoDJoltas erro^ bud£ retroniim 
Veb dare, atque llewt curwt 
Cogorfdictoa,«(l) • 


being well applied to Soame Jeii 3 rnB: wlio» after 
having wandered in the wilds of infiddity« had re> 
turned to the Chriatian faith. Mr. Langton asked 
Johnson as to the propriety of aajncntia coiuttltiM. 
JoHtisoH. ** Though eonsM^^ was primanly an 
affective, lilte amiau it came to be used as a aub- 
sUntive. So we have JwU eoimtkui, a oonault kt 
law.” 

Wc talked of the styles of different painters, and 
how oeit^y a connoisaeur could dtstiaguiah them. 
I asked if there was as clear a differenee of s^lea lit 
language as la painting, or even as in haad-writing, 
so tiiat the oonpcMiilion of every indiv^nal may be 
diatingaialied ? iJouhsok. **Yea. Those vim have 
a a^de of eimnent esoe&enee, such as Drydeii and 
M8lpn» esn alwiiyi be diatiaguiaheiL” 1 had no 
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doubt of thifi; bul^ what I wanted to know wta, 
whether there wae rcnlly a peculiar style to every 
man whatever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand* 
writing, a peculiar countenance, not widely different 
in many, yet always enough to be distinctive: — 

4 * 

ikooDOfl ommbui una, 

Nec dj?er^ lamcn*’ 

The bishop thought not; and said, he supposed that 
many pieces in Dodsley’s collection of poems, though 
all very pretty, had nothing appropriated in their 
style, and in that sparticulur could not be at all 
distinguished. Johhsok. Why, Sir, I think every 
man whatever has a peculiar style, which may be 
discovered by aloe examination and comparison 
with others: but a man must write a great deal to 
make h» style obviously discernible. As lojpcmns 
say, this appropriation of style is inhnite in po* 
tBSUUe, in artu," 

Mr* Topham Beaueferk came in the evening, and 
he and Dr. .lohnson and 1 staid to supper. It was 
mentioned that Dr. Dodd(*) had once wi^ed to be 


hftvs now btffars toe a Itftiv, 4h«d ta 1750, from Dr. Dodd to 
h» ftfend tbc Rev. Ifr. TaridniiW, the lexicognidier, mmikin. 
^thismeetug; sad hu loouaot, at that dqr, of the nu with 
vwiB be WM aftiffwaid to have so paiidU a contepondeact^ is 

SmwwMg and ourtout ^ 
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4 member oCiheLiTBRAHYCLts. Johnson. ^ I 
sbookl be sorry if any of oifr Club vcrp banged. 
I will not say but some of them dpserve it.”(>) 
B&acclerk (supposing this to bo umed at per» 
sons (3) for whom he hod time a wonderful 

fimey. uhich, houerer, did'not last long) was ir> 
ritated, and eagerly said, ** Yon, Sir, have a friend (^) 
(naming him) who deserves to bo hanged; for he 
speaks behind their backs against those with whom 
he lives on the best terms, and attacks tlium in the 


newspapers. He certainly ought to be lucked." 
Johnson. <* Sir, we all do this in some degree: 
*■ Veniam petimtu datMuqm ofcfmm.' To be sure 
ft may be done so much, that a man may deserve to 
be kicked.'’ Beauclerk. lie is very malignant.*’ 
Johnson. Ko, Sir, be is not malignant. He is 
mischievous, if yon wilL lie would do no man an 
essential injury; he may, indeed, love to make 
spent of people by vexing their vanity. I, however, 
once ko^ an old g(>ntiemaa who was absolutely 
malignant He really wished evil to oUiers, and 
rejoiced at it” Boswell. “ The gemlemau, Mr. 


Utc to y&ttt pmm ra oompasy. and thta looki Hka a prrm poiniKd by 
aaaaatuptrlQrMint Iharabaao reSarenf on Us Mar abler Imv bin 
IWiaaauo pfaaat milvmal aod nupc'^'iSWdB^isitlBbuBtaU'uar. 
imiu bay^aKprasloa*'—C 

(1) Sm oot^ Vot VI. P.SS5. 

(S) Probably Mr. Foi, liord Spetao^ Mt. and soma 

oite Whifi. taa riolanea of wbeae omoarttoB St this wfliDad 

So Utds diert ^sbaidog rndUtuv forwhidi "dw 

tw bs bsagsd.”—> C. 

(a) So doubt Oaar|a Sttevans (now Jobnsoo'a eoDsofse M 
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Beauol^rk, agaiast whom you are so Tiolent, i», 1 
know, E man of goM principles.*’ Bbaucleek* 
** Then he does not irear them out in practice.” 

Dr. Johnson, who, as I have observed before, de¬ 
lighted in discrimination of character, and having a 
masterly knowledge of human nature, uas billing 
to take men as they ore, im}>orfect, and with a mix- 
titre of good and bad qualities, I suppose thought 
ho had sjid enough in defence of his friend, of 
vhose merits, notnithstaiiding his exceptionable 
points, he had a ju^t value: and added no more on 
the subject. 

On Tuesday, April H.,I dined with him at General 
Oglethorpe's, uith General Paoli aiid Mr. Lang- 
ton. General Ogleriiorpe declaimed against luxury. 
JoHMSOH. Depend upon it, Sir, c\cr} state of 
society is as luxunous as it can b(>. M<>u always 
take the best they can g( t” Oolethoupc. “But 
the best depends much upon ourselveb t and if we 
can be as well satisfied with plain thingsi wo are in 
the wrong to accustom our palates to what is high 
seasoned and expensive. What says Addison in hia 
* Cato,' speaking of the Numidian ? 

• Coons are bia mcali, tibe fortune of the dtSM; 

Anud tbe'ruotusg ttreem be alakea hu tiitnt, 

Toils all the day, and at the approach of 
Oa die drat bank he thrawa hun down, 

Or rests Us heed upcat a rock, tm rntma; 

And If the fcUowhig day ba diaow to fiad 
A Mwrttas^ or an un^stad spring 
BtesMt his Mark, and thinka it luxury.* 

X,et us hare Mol lund of logory* Sir, if you w8L” 
JoBNiov. ** But hdd,' Sir; to tpiaotf satisfied' 
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n aot enough* It is in rcSnefoeut ind elegance 
tint the ei-vilised man didhn Yrum the savage. A 
great part of oar induitrjt end all our ingenuity) is 
exercised in proer^ring pleasure; and, Sir, a hungry 
man has not Uie same pleasuie in eating a plain 
dinner, that a hungry man hU in eating a luxurious 
dinner. You see 1 put the case fairly. A hungry 
man may have as much, nay, more pleasure in eating 
a plain ^nmn', than a man grown fastidious has in 
eating a lugurions dinner. But 1 suppose the man 
who decides betweexi the two dginers to be equally 
a hungry man.’* 

Talhii^ of the different ^vemments,—JoHwson. 
** The more contracted power is, the more easily it 
is destroyed. A country governed by a despot is 
an inverted cone. Government there cannot be so 
firm as when it rests upon a broad basis gradually 
ooatracted, as the government of Great Britain, 
which is founded on the parliam^t, then is in 
the privy oouaril, then in the king." Boswell. 
"Power, when contracted into the person of a deqmt, 
may be easily destroyed, as the prince may be cut 
off. So Caligula wished that the people of Rome 
had hot one neck, that he might cut them at a 
Mow." Oglbtrorpb. " It was of'the senate be 
wished diat. (i) The senate by its usurpation co&- 
troUed both ^ emperor and the people. Ami 
dOD t you Aink that we see too much of that in ow 
ownparliaaent?” 
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Dr. Johnson endeavoured to trace the etymolt^ 
of Maocaronic verses, vrhich he thought were of 
Italian Invention, from Macoaroni; but on being 
informed that this would infer that they were tlie 
most common and eax^ verses, macoaroni being the 
most ordinary and simple food, he was at a loss; for 
he said, lie rather should have supposed ittoim* 
port in its primidvo signx6ratiofi, a composition of 
several things I (') for Maccarouio verses are verses 
made out of a mixture of ditferent languages, that 
is, of one language ewith the termination of another.** 
I suppose we s<'aroely know of a language in any 
country, uhere there is any loaming, in uhich that 
motley ludicrous species of composition may not be 
found. It is particularly droll in Low Dutch. The 
** Poiemo-fH/ddinia’* of Drummond, of Ilawtnom. 
den, in winch there is a junlble of many languages 
moulded, as if it were all ii\ Latin, is well known. 
Mr. Langton made us langh heartily at one in the 
Grecian mould, by Joshua Barnes, in which are to 
be found such oomical Ai^to’hsl/enmiu as sXvf^uviv 
ttavxBtvi they were banged with dubs. 

OnW( diK^ay, April 15.,! dinod with Dr. Johnson 
at Mr. DiUy’^ and was in high ^irits, for I had 
been a good part of the m<»iiing with Mr. Orme, 

(1 ) Dr. Johnson wm ngbt in ssppoiiiig that thu Und of 
posts; denred its mow iVeia vtstffcwiw. " Ars iWa nosties 
(saji Mvrlio Coccais, whose true name was Tbeoptulo FiMengo) 
smaeupaiur ars mscannufai, a moMroaAu* dcn«ata; qm tnac*^ 
rofwa suat quoddam pulmentum, fama, rasso, butjvo compagi* 
natum, groosum, ru^ et nisUrtutunu Ideo macanmiea uii mu 
grosaedincin, rudHatem, et vocebuiarao^ ddiet la ee einuncre.' 
WartoQ’s JfisL oTEng. I’oot. U. S 57 . Folesoo^ aaeamed name 
was taken up in ooniequeaee of bik having been iustruetad in 
hia jroulh b; Vtrego Cocceia lie died in 1644 .—M. 
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the able and eloquent bistoriim of 
expressed a great admiration of Johnson. “ I do 
aot care,” smd he, ** on vliat subject Johnson talks; 
tmt I love better to'bear him talk tlian any body. 
He either gi'^es you new th<|ights, or a new colour¬ 
ing. It is a shame to the nation that be has not 
been more liberally rewarded. Had 1 been George 
the Third, and thought as he did about America, 1 
wouhl liave pven Jolmtiou three hundred a year for 
bis * Taxation no Tyranny,* alone.” 1 rtpeated thir, 
and Johnson was much ploascti with sucdi prais^c 
from such a man as Orme. 

At Mr. Dilly’s to-day were Mrs. Knowles (•)* 
the ingenious quaker lady, MUs Seward the poetess 
of Lichfield, the Heverend Dr. Mayo, and the Rev. 
Mr. Beresford. tutor to the Duke of Bedfo^. Be¬ 
fore dinner Dr. Johnson seized upon Mr. Charles 
Sheridan's (2) *♦ Account of the Ute Revolution in 
Sweden,” and seemefl to n*ad it lavenously, as if he 
devoured it, which vos to all appear:iner his method 
of studying. ** lie knows how to n'od better than 
any one,” says Mrs. Knowles; “ he gets at the sub¬ 
stance of a b^k directly; be tears out the heart of 
it" He kept it wrapt ^ the taljlceloth in his 
lap during tbe time of dinqCu-, from an avidity to 
have one enterbunment in readincM, when he should 
have finidied another; resembling (if I may use so 
ooarse a simile) a dog who holds a bone in Ids pawe 

0) Bw mii, Vot VI. p. iw.—C. 

bt dder brothar of Mr. SJehard BmulSf thsrMna 

hi 1806 . —H 
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10 reserve, wbile he eats aomethiog else which has 
becY) thrown to him. 

The subject of cookery having been very naturallj 
introduced at a table where Johnson, who boasted 
of the niccncss of hi^palate, owned that “ he al* 
ways found a giK>d dinner,” he sud, “ I could write 
a better book of cookery than has ever yet been 
triitten; it should be a book upon philosophical 
principles. IMiannaey is now made much more 
simple. Cookery may be made so too. A pre¬ 
scription wliich is jiow compounded of five ingre¬ 
dients, hod furmeily fifty in it. So in cookery, if 
the nature of the iugrcdiimts b(> well known, much 
fewer will do. Thou, as you cannot make bad meat 
good, I would tell what iv the best butcher’s meat, 
the best beef, the best pieces; how to choose young 
fowls; the proper seasons of different vegetables; 
and then how to rookt and boil and compound.” 
Dilly. “ Mrs. (Jlassu’a * Cookery,* which ia the 
best, was wrritton by Dr. Hill Half the trade (>) 
know this.” Johnsok. ** Well, Sir, this shows 
bow much better the subject of eooker}' may be 
treated by a philosopher. I doubt if the lH>ok be 
written by Dr. Hill; for, in Mrs. Glasse's ‘ Cookery,’ 
which I have looked into, salt-petre and sal-pmnella 
are spoken of as different substances, whereas sal- 
prunella is only a^t-petre burnt on charcoal; and 
Hill could not be ignorant of this. However, as the 
greatest ]iart of such a book is made by tniuscrip- 

/|) As phpleuuu are called lAr Aru/iy, and coumellon at 
law the boofeAeUm are (It>:it>mina»«i 

lAe trade, JobnsoB ibuqipraTeA of thuw denonunaixpiiA. 
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tioii, this mistake may have been carelessly adopted. 
But you shall see what a h£ok of cookery I shall 
make: I shall agree with Mr. Dilly for the copy- 
Tight.” Miss Sbwaed. That would be Hercules 
with the distaff indeed.” Joii^som. “No, Madam. 
Women can spin very well , but they cannot make 
a good book of cookery.” 

ffoKNsoH. “01 Mr. Dilly—you must know 
that an English Benedictine moDk(i) at Paris has 
tiansIiUed * The Duke of Berwick's Memoirs/ from 
the original French, and has sept them to me to sell. 
I offered them to Strabon, who sent them l>ack with 
this answer; — * That the first book he hod pub- 
fished was the Duke of Berwick’s Life, by which ho 
liad lost: and he hated Ac name.’ Now 1 honestly 
tell you that Strahan has refused them; but 1 alstf 
honestly toll you that be did it upon no principle 
for he never looked into Aem/' Dillt. “ Are 
Aey well translated, Sir?” Johnson. Sir, 

very #eU; in a s^le very current and clear. I have 
written to the Beneitictine to give me an answer 
upon two points. What evidence is there that the 
letters are auAentic? (for if Aey are not authentic, 
Aey are nothing.) And how long wifi it be before 
the original French ia puUished ? Fhr if the French 
edition is not to appear for a considerable time, Ac 
traniUrion will be almost as valuable as an original 
book. They will make t#o volumes in o^vo; ahd 
t have nndertakaa to correct every ibefit as it oomes 
IWm Ae press.” Mr. Dili^ desired to see Aem, and 


(1) The AbbS Rook. 
CSesili-^Maflauwom. 


Dwy w«n to ITTS, by 
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«aid be voald send lor them. Ho ^ked Dr. John* 
son if he would write • prefeee to them. Jokksoh 
** No. ^r. Ibe Benedictines were very^ kind to me» 
«nd Ill do what 1 undertook todoj but 1 will not 
mingle mj aame with them. 1 am to gain nothing 
by them. I’ll tarn theiti loose npoo the woridt and 
let them ti^ their chance.** Da. Mato. Pray» 
' tiir. are Gangaadli’s letters avtheatio ? ** Johnbok* 
“ No» Sir. Voltsire put the name qoestioa to tite 
editor of them (>) that I did to Macpherson^—Where 
are the originals?" 

Mrs. Knowles af^ted to complaio that men bad 
much more liberty allowed Uiem tlmn womeia 
JoHMsou. ** Why, Madam, women have all ^ 
liberty they should wish to have. We have all the 
labour and the danger, and Uie wommi all the ad* 
vantage. We go to sea, we build hiMtses. we de 
every thing, in short, to pay our court to the women." 
Mas. KKOWX.BS. ** The Doctor reasons very wittily, 
but not convincin^y. Now, take the instance of 
^dmildlng: the mason's wl&, if she is ever seen in 
liquor, is nuned;: mson may get himself drank 

as often as he pleases, with little Iqm of bharacter ; 
nay, nu^ let his wife and children starve." Johk* 
SDN. ** MadAa, you must consider, if the mason 
dom get hims^dnink, and let his wHh and children 
s t a rve, chs parish will obHge him to find seoaiity fbr 
UlOir diritttBiiaueei We have dUEtrent modaa of re- 
Hlilltibig eviL SUNri* for the bmsb, a duckhag-stocd 
for wotteji, and a pound for beasts. If we require 


NOh. tll. 
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sore parfeettan Smn vomcA Ihaa ftom ouraelves, 
it it Am liDsow. And women have not the 
tUM ten^tetione that we have; they may alwayt 
live ia virtnona oonpanyi msa must mix in the 
worid indiaeriptinatriy. Jf a woman haa no incli* 
imtaoB to do what la wn)n|> bdog aecured from it 
ja no reatnint to her. 1 am at liberty to walk into 
.the Thamea; but if I were to try it^ my frienda* 
woeld ijBBtnnn mein Bedlam* and lahonld ha obliged 
to them.” Mbs. CirowLBa. " Still, Doctor, I can> 
not help thinking it a hardahip that mote indutgeuce 
da alk>wed to men than to womlm. It gives a supe* 
fiority to men, to whieh I do not aee how they arc 
et^lBed.'’ JoHnaov. ” It ia plaii^ Madam, one or 
other moat have the anpeiiority. Aa Shak^pearf 
aaya, ^ If two men ride on a horse, one must ride 
heMnd.*" Dku.t« "lanppoae, Sir, Mrs. Knowles 
*wou]d have them ride in panniers, one on each aide." 
JoHxaoir. ** Hien, Sir, ^e borse would throw them 
'both.” Mas. Kirowtaa, ** Wril, 1 h<^ that in 
aooi&er worid tha aexes will be equal.” BoawtLi.^ 
** That la batng too ambitioiu, Madam. Wt might 
eawelldeairetobeeqaalwiththeangeU. WeahaU 
I hope, be hiq>py in a frdnn atate, but we moat 
not vcpiat In be eli lu^tpy in the same degree. It 
ie If we be happy according to onr aeveral 

A worthy carman will get to heaven aa 
laaao Neiftan. Tet» equally 

jfpcDd, they will apt bare thetiaam dMr^ of hap^ 

^Psaa.” Jowraoth * ItnAebly not” (^) 

V'^i) an ihirs jSpmiss.'aae. lu. 

mu »-*«»a tii lii l dagwas of hswarty giaey^ -a ^ 
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Up<m this Bnttifet 1 had <»)c& before aoHaded Um 
mentionittg the Ufo Rereroid Mr. P ro em of 
Utiecfat’t image; that a great a&d amdl gtau^ 
though equally ftiU» did not hold an equal quantity; 
which he threw out to refote David Hame'i Baying 
that a littie rnhWi goingio dance at a ball, in a tine 
new dress, was aa h^y as a great orator, after 
haring made an eloquent and applauded speech. 
After some thon^rt, Johnson sai^ " I eome orer 
to the panon." Aa an instance of coincidence of 
thinkiag, Mr. Dilly jtold told me, that Dr. King, 
a late disaentittg minister in London, siud to him, 
upon the happiness in a future state of good men 
of different capadties, ** A pail does not hold so 
much as a tub; but, if it be equally fhll, it has no 
reaaon to eom{>lam. Every aaint in heaven will 
hare as much Imppiaeas as he can hold.** Mr. DHly 
thought this a dw, tboa{^ a famiUar, illustintion 
of qllte phrase, ** One star differ^ from another in 
blsghtoOSB.'' (1 Cor. xr. 41.) 

Dr. Mayo haring asked Johnson's ojfunion of 
Soame Jenyns's ** View of the Internal E^ence of 
the ChrUtian Rellgioa ” •>- Johnsow. ** 1 think it 
a pretty book} not very theological, indeed; and 
there ae^ t<r be an itfeetation of ease and care* 
lesenew, aa if H wnm n<A euitalde to hhi dbaractor 
to be very tottou about the mnttef." B&swsni.. 
" lie hate knoidqd tide to introduce his book 
boner aatoig ga^iael peofile, who might be un* 
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vUtog to i«hL tuft gmve a There u a 

eral levity in Ute age. We have jrikysioians now 
viUi mMj «e aot bave wj divines, at 

least aoDtevlriia lea s<deiim in thrir ‘appearance than 
ab^j ued to be 7 " JoBvaoN. ^ JenyoB saigiit mean aa 
jcraBax' Bosvwli.. " Tcu Ihouid like Us boodt, Mrs. 
Knowles, as it maintains, aa yon fnmdt do^ that 
aoun^e is not a Chriatma virtua.** Mas. B^owLaaw 
** Yes, indeed, I like him there t bat 1 cannot agree 
with him thM ftiendafaip ia not a Chiiitian virtue.** 
JoHnaon. ” Why, Madbua, atr^etlj speaking; he is 
right AH friendship ia preferring the interest of 
a friend to the n^;!^ or, perhaps, against the 
inte^ ofothen;; so thatan old Greek said, <He 
that ha$/neSdt has no^hiaMt (') Now, Christianity 
noottmends ttnivenat benev^enee; to eonrider 
an men u oar bfethren; iriuch is contesry to the 
virtue of friendriiip, as deaerfbed the ancient 
philosophen. Sorriy, Madam, your Sect most ap* 
prove of this ; for you oall all men frirnd*!' Mas, 
Kmowlxs. *■ We are cmnmanded to good to all 
men, *■ but especially to them who are of the house* 
hc^ of fidth.* ** JoHKsow. <* Well, Mmhm ; thd 
hovieludd of ftath is wide eaengh.* Mas. KMoari.x$. 
** Btt)p Doctor, our Saviour had fWelve apostles, 

^tAfto^uoarwhomhelscoA John was called 
* As iriKMB Jesus lored.* ■* Johmaon (with 
eyes iphvUli^ beUgsndy); ■'Very weU indeed, 
Madam. You have «aid veij well.*' BosWun. A 
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6ih‘ Api^eatioB^ >PnTi Sir, had yon eT«r thought 
of it?” JoavaoK. I ilutd not, Sir.” 

From this .pkM^ vnt^eot, ]m» 1 Imow tmt hcnr 
or ^hy, made a ndden tmaitUa to > obw^ npoo 
which he m«a a -vMent eggnaeor; for 4e eu^ ** f 
am vflUng to loae ell mankind, tm Likert- 

can I* and hia iitfeimnabie oon'iiptioa hurstinf 
Into horrid fixe^ ha ** breathed ant threateninge end 
daughter; ” oallmg tt»em ^nacah, robbeie, piratei,’* 
and excldmizig, he'd **bum and deetroy them." 
Mlm SeWd, leofciag to him with mild hut eteady 
artonishment, said, ** Sir, this w an burtance diat 
we are always omst violeat agmhd those rriiom we 
have intJurcd.* He was irriiatad still more by this 
delioBte and keen reproaxth; and roared out another 
tremendous vuUey, which one might &noy oduh* 
ft heard across Adsatm. Daring this tempest 
1 Mi aa gteid onMoSnees* fattnentlng bis heat of 
temper, dll, by degneMt 1 diverted his attention bo 
other topics. 

Dn* Mato (to Dr. Johnson). ** Pray* Sir, have 
you read Edwards, of New-Eog^aiidt on GiaoeP'XO 


.(1) Dr. lf•*o,aeenMaMMna••n«;MnlanseNrwtJ!» 

^n7 iato ihe Moam praneiing Meltont that Fraadcea of Will 
m —ant ial m Miaal AgWUf,** w tto ReV. JoBaOian EiSwuUa, 
Pramdvnt of Um C sUy^ Hew JeAqr, Of tUe wtnh, Sw 
Jamea Mackmtgas Mu M kmdlv wmtsa me in my ediboa 
Boayell, a«d sMi tkoBay sea woeld sow 

M fi; 

isatt OsAhM mm meW mrsflrdraa^ ma^ 

yf^ W WMd ewtamly ^e 

y" aa«M s» maAwwBsMi itt AnMne* as l«h grwit rtmiv* 
•jMaBFnuiUia.'‘*,d 4 (W.«rHwdm(ss^ ts. -C liu. 
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leitont that Frsedeea of Will 
the ReV. Jonathan Edwarda, 
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JoavtOV* ^Ko>9ir.’* Boai^L. “It pu»d«d mi» 
•0 nnch a* to ^ fi^edon of die hamu will, fajr 
■tatitigi witb wonderful acuta hq^oiui^, our being 
arhiatod by n teriee of modyet which we cannot 
redat, that the only relief I had waa to forget H.'* 
MUto. “ But ha make* toe pn^»er diatinctioa be¬ 
tween mmal and physioat saoeauty.** Boswelz.. 
** Alas t 8ir» they ombo both to the aame thing. 
You may be bon^ aa bard hf chaina when covered 
by leather* aa when the trail appeara. The a^- 
meizt ibr thh moral neaeiaity ^ bnaaao aetiona la 
always, Z dwerv^ f<Mrtided 1^ anppoatttg onlveraal 
preaciaiioe to be MO of the attribute! of the Deity." 
JoHKaow. “Ton are rarer that you are free, than you 
areof pteaeleneet yon are rarer that yon ean lift up 
yonr flagar or not aa you please, iban you are o| 
any eoaelnalQii ftom a dedwtloa of reacMring. Bui 
let na eomMmr a Bttle the bisgeedon fimh pre- 
at^oetir It la fl a t a ln 1 am either to go home to 
night nr dot: dud does not prev o rf my free¬ 
dom.** BodwstL* * That it is oertain you are eathar 
to go borne «r aa^ doe# not prevent your 
don: becaoae the liberty of choice between the 
two b eortywdfMe with dot oertaintv. But if ow 
itftli^AeeBtabeecvtainiaom, you nave no/Warv 
p ewn r df toB^on. If H be certain you am go 
iw&ipitTwighh yonaara*go beae.** Jobwsow. “If 
t Aft ftiA asqnhintcd wftft a man, I can jndge wHh 
Abet ]B^alittty ^ow he wSl act is any case, nith- 
imt bb Ibftag yaatra h te d by my jnd^g. God may 

Boa- 

mwbfi assail a eaib baa* ivpart Dr.JofuaenaaiaroouU 
hmAwbii^** Oaehaad^ jwlahtty iBcrwritoowiamiy.’* 
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dom ceaeeS} becante iut oaiUMt be oertainlj line* 
known which is QOt oeitnin at ibe time; but if it 
be certain at the time, it is a ooatradieticm in tenns 
to maintain that there can be afterwards 9Bf cm- 
dependent npo% the exeroiae of wtil or aaf 
thing else." Johvsok. "AH theoiy is against tba 
fireedoin of the will; tU dxpetienoe for iU* 1 did 
not posh the subject any futher. I was ^ad to 
find him so mild ift discnadng a question of the 
most abstract nature, iovolred with thecdogloal 
tenets which he geoerally would not suffer to be in 
any degree*opposed. (*) 

He, as usoaly defended luxury) “Ton cannot 
spend money in luxury without doing good to the 
poor. Nay, you do more good to tira by spend¬ 
ing it in ioxury ( you make them exert toduatryv 
wheraaa by giving it you keep them idle. 1 ownr 
indeed, there aaay be more virtue as giving it im« 
mediately in charity, tiian in spendhtg it in luxury t 
IhongK there may be pride in that too.'* Miia Seward 
ariced, if this was not MandeviUe'a doctrine iff 


ant to MKter ank. 
jytmntBi iBomhi is 


pmMteeattimXkttft tMt tf that wiRtoSs to eni^fdf then 
totoMiwtMft^faMWWfnhgftwMi ear awa% tom9i 
Ihr OpdtM 4 trs^ ww»wtoantonriggtoflatsto. —C. 

. (1) ttsiyafswfStaiwarsatowtodtotbattorayqutwD, 
I tog havets wrniww ii l is itom Untw to sf M towi gui i w U 
XsWw I hr i y iiifc «to «to taM Mb. lota Bdatw of IdtaMt 
AjWMr to Or. PaltaWW snmAMM Ar frtot ta 
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priT»te viral, ihABe btoffits.^ Jonirsoir. ** He 
ftiOMy of tiHfit'lMok to, (het Meodi'viUe defines nei> 
tkefvines iWk a a efl ta. He rv^kensamongvices every 
thing that glvet pleabure. He lakes the narrow> 
at system of monHty. immaotie menlity, wiuch 
IkddS pleasure kssif to be it vlce^ such an eating 
Sdto with our because H makes it cat better; 
sod he rediona weakh as a public benefit, wlucb is 
by no mesna always true. Ptossure of itself to not 
a vice. Harriog a garden, which we all know to be 
perfectly innocent, to a great jileasare. At the 
ome tton, in tkto state of being there an many 
pleasnies vices, which, however, are so iihmcdtate]) 
a g j ;eeahte that wwau hardly abstain from them. 
The happinea of heaven will be, that pleasure and 
virtaa will be perfeody oomdstent Mandevillc puts 
the case of a oait who geta t’runk at an alehouse; 
and aays it to a puhlio benefit, because so much 
money to got by k to the public. Dut it must be 
fosskierfd, that the good gained by this, through 
the gradation of afebouao>ke«>per, brewer, maltster, 
and fitrmer, to ovarbalaneed by the evil caused to 
tha aum and ^s femMy by bis getting drunL This 
fe fed my to try whtt to vicious, by ascertaining 
tfhethar ooc than good to produeftd it apoa 
who|% iHiieh 4s the case in all vioa. It may 
lhat good to prbdueed by viaev but not 
M' aiiKit for instantob « fobber may take money 
firoitt ito otoner^aod gtta H to one will mshe 
ijjkafeto; uae of it, Kara ». good produced; but 
n^by (ka ffibbary at Mbbary, bat as feaoslation of 
pnpettyr I Tod MapdevUto forty 40', I briirt%. 

L • ^ » 
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lean ago. (') lie did not paajde loe; be 
opoied mf views lotd ml life very much. No, it 
» elear that the hippiDeM of aoeiety depends on 
Virtue. In Sparta, thoft wm idlow^ general 
eoneents theft, therefore, vaa then not a crime; 
but then thf-rc was in| eecurity; and what a life 
must they have had, when there was so aocurity t 
Without t*utb there mu6t be a dissolution of so* 
eietv. ^8 It is, there is to little truth, that we are 
almo«* afraid to trust to our ears: but how should 
u 0 *t<’. if lalsehood were multipled ten tSmes I So> 
eiety lu'Id t(^etfter by communication and Ib> 
kmuiium, and I remember this rrmaric of Sir 
I'hoiuas Brovn’s, ‘ Do the devils Ik* ? No; for then 
hell could not vubsist.*” 

Talkiog of Miss-f^), a bterary lady, be said, 

1 was obliged to speak to Miss Reymdds, to let 
h< r know tliat 1 detumt she would not Ratter me so 
Timch." Somebody now observed, “She flatters 
iiamck.^ JoiiKsON “ She is in the rigb to flatter 
Garnck. She is in the rgbt for two reasona; first, 
Khe has the world wifo who have been 
prjiting Crarridc these thirty years; and, secondly, 
hocause she is rewarded for It Ganiek. (’) Why 


( 1 ) See ont^ VoL III. p. 100. — & 

(8) HaiuuhK«re.~AMm JaL.^a 
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■hoold «he AMer mf X ««t noChbg for Imt. 
Lot her ctttr fi«r pMiir to • hotter nurkot.*' Tfam 
lMR8aBloll[Li.Cao«ka» " Yon, Medam, harr been 
HofeMsriog me dl the oveoiag; I with yon would 
five Boewell a iltde sow. If you kueir hie merit 
re wen aa X 4o» yoo wooild a great deal: be ie 
the heat tnuriluif oonpatuon in the worid.” 

Somebody meiUioned the Sevmend Mr. Maaoo'e 
proeeoutioB of Mr. Mumyf the bookseller (>)» for 
having inmited in a ooUeotion of ** Gray’s Poems *’ 
raly fifty Umi* of which Mr. Mason had ttUl the 
eadaslve property, under the*' statute at Queen 
Avne i a&d that Mr. Nason had persevumd, not* 
withstanding bis being requested to name his own 
terms of compensatloni Johnson signified his 
‘dSfpleaBure at Mr. Mason’s conduct very strongly; 
but added, by way of showing thu be was not 
surprised at it,‘^hfoson's a Whig.” Mas. Kiiowi.ss 
{not hearing dirtittctly). ** What 1 a prig, Sir ? ” 
JouueoK. **Woiue, Madam; a Whig 1 Bathe is 
bothl" 

X e^ueasad a horror at the tiioii^ of deuth. 
Mm. Kitowlis* ** Nay, thou shouklst not have a 
hoirar itf what ii rim gate of life.” Josusoir 
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(stkMUog upon tbe hMrth» roUing 4tnit» with » 
wrioua, idaimi »b4 Womw^ gtooga^ m)» * No 
ntional man can ul^boot unoaoif ^iprehewico.'' 
Mna. KirowiiSf* ** lie Sc rip tnree te& nty * Hie 
righteoni shall have item fai Ui dmlthf* Jobnsok* 
** Tea, Madam^ tint 1^ he Aall not hare despahv 
But, ootuider, his hope of aiJvalkn anist be founded 
on the terms on whieh it is promked that the medi- 
atiOBof our Sarionr shali be applied to us,—narndj* 
ohedieooe; and whan obedienoe ban IkUad, then, 
u su{^(Aet^ to it,/epeBtaaee. But what man oaa 
say th^ his obedieBoe has been such u ha B««ld 
approve of in another, or even in himself ^lOB dosft 
esaminatioa, or tihat Ua repentasee baa not been 
such M to require bong rqiented of? No Biaa* 
can be sure that bis obedience and repeataaoe «iU 
obtam salvatioDu** Mb& Kkowusb. ** But diviaa 
intimation of aooeptaaoe may be aaade to the souL'* 
JoHMSov. **Madua, it aayi but 1 sbeuid not 
think the baOar of a man who should tell sm on faia 
detUh-bed, he was sure of sahatimu A man Oahnot 
bo sure hfansrff that he liu dhioB totimatioa of to* 
c^Banca: much lesa can ha toake others son that 
he has tt** BoawsLZ. Sir, wa mast ha 

Gontanted to Vdmowledge that death is a teoiWa 
thing." JoHsaoir. «Toil Bix. I hava amda no 
approaohea to a ataton^ OM teok on ttaanOI 
terrible." Haa. Kkovui (aaeinief 10 mdoy a 
pleasing aereniky in the parwaalcm of ben^wt 
divine hght>, « Doaa not 8t> Paul say,«1 have 
fought ^ good 4|hl tif AMb 1 have finiahed 
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flonne; knie«forUi ii laM up for me t crown of 
Ufe?*** JOHiraov* " Ve«» Madam; but here was a 
man ii^plredy a man who had been converted by 
snpemateral interposition.*' BobwsLL. In pro* 
qpeet death is drouiftil; but in fhet we find tliat 
|kMple die easy.” JoBwsoV. ** Whyi Sir, moat 
people have not Aotiphi much of the matter, so 
oaonot soy mndw and it is tnppsoed they die easy. 
Few believe it eertam they are then to die; and 
thoae who do set dwmeelvea to behave with reso* 
l«dan(^)^ M a man does who is g^ing to be hanged; 
xMheihiiettheleM nnwillinglobehanged.” Miss 
Sew ASH* ** There k one mode of the fear of death, 
which ll eertrihly abittrd; and that is die dread of 
an^Uation, which k only a pkasing sleep without 
a dream.” JoliNSoa. “ It k neither {deasing nor 
sleep; k k noticing. Now, mere ezistenoe is so 
ainki better than nothing, that one would ratbttr 
ezkt ewitt In pain, than not exist” Boswkll. 
MinihilAti^p be aotbifig, then existing in pain it not 
» oomparative stale, bat is a poaitive erU, wUcb I 
cannot tUsh we should eboose. I most be allowed 
to diibr help, and ft wouM lessen tiie hope of a 
ftntore stale fnmdsd <4 Ae argnmenji* the 
Sopeeme Being, who k good as he k great, will 
b ttie aftc r oes^ensate Ibr oor preient suffmngs in 
tUa Wh. Wvt if otklenDe, sodi as we have it faerei 
be oM^iiMtivelf o good, we have no reason to 

(1) Jm ssliVst VL p. aao, whew Ml aiminM thtt they 
a4 yd i| r a h | y « se mwitr ig slsfH.av>^ uaianfetoiy siple. 



iOHN WlSLn*S GKOnT ITORT. 141 

cumplaio, thosgh no more of it thouid be given M 
U8. But if our only hate of exiitence were in tius 
world) then we might with tome letson oomplain 
that we are to dittatitfied with our etyoymeott 
compared with our detiret.'’ JoHsaoir. ** The lady 
confound! annihilaHon,|fwhiqh it Bothing, with the 
apprebenuon of Uy whiidi ii dreadfid. It it m the 
i«j>I>rehension of it that the borrtw of annihilaUon 
conet»tB.” 

Of John Wesley he said, ** He imn talk well on 
any cutgert.** Boswell. ^ Pray, Sir, what bos he 
m^e of hu story of a^host ?" Joinmoir. ^ Why^ 
Sir, he b^cve^ it; but not on soSloint authoHty. 
He did not take time enough to enamme the gi^ 
It was at Non castle wiiero the ghost was said to 
haie appeared to a young woman eevend times, 
mentioning something about tiie right to an old 
house; advising appUcation to baipa^ to an attor¬ 
ney, which was done; and at the saae time, ss^ng 
the attorney would do nothing, whkdi prOYod to be 
the ikot. * This,' says John, * is a proof that a 
ghost knows our thoughts.' Now" (laughing), 
“ it is not necessary to know our toongfais, to tell 
that an attorney will BOBetimes do nothing. jCharies 
Wesley, wiio lb a more statiooaiy aaan, does not 
believe the etoiy. I am acisy that John did act 
tUm more pains to enquire into the erldmiee fbr h." 
Miss Sawann (mth aa iMtodoleoeeaiBe). t*What 
Sir I about a ghost!" Joassoit (wlto loleau 
vehemenoe). **Yef, Biidim; ttds to a question 
whioh, after five thousand jMrs, to yet nndeeidedt 
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« qtte«tbo» wketkcr i& theology or pkiloeopby, one 
of ^ moit iopoftaat thi^eu oome before the 

Mrs. Kmries mentionedi « proedyte to 
QitftkeiinD,Mies» young lidy 
irdl Imoim to Dr. Johxnfrn, for whom he bad 
•hewn ffiodt affection; while ehe ever had» and stUI 
retained, a great respect for him. Mn. Knowles at 
the same time took as opportunity of Irtting him 
know ** that the amiahle yoosg ereatore was sorry 
at finding that be was offended at her leaving the 
Church of England, and emhiacmg a simpler faith 
and, is the geoUest and most persnasiTe manner, 
•dieited his kind indn^enoe for what was unrwely 
a matter c£ oonscicnee. . JouNsoir (frowidog very 
angrily). ** Madam, she is an odtons wench. She 
eo^d not have any proper conviction that it waa 
her duty to change her religion, which is the moat 
important Cf all subjects, and should be studied 
uritb all care, and with ail the helps we can get 


( 1 ) Jmm tUrrj. She Wm the U k g i t nns l s dauhtw, to a 
nmlittewo«awKof whal WasSewMilcmU»fXisU. 1. in.)seww 
kmths JBmt rndfet, bu^mtnitkfif aW mi lBAu,<dMsaDS 
Iwr over to Englaad for her edooiwD. At tko fttaad’s booss 
Srbeiv ehe TMiaed MraKaoidMVMofleqasaitvtmw; and hf 

aogreee Ae ooaveited tbw hM^erioaoeSi aadpidHUy am Wiy 
wua fouag dvatufc to Qaakeritm. mm Se n d, miii tnoiv 
ttep iter uautf Jmeeutaer, tatnad* a nnaaie UMsiy of Ms 
lato. sad,amoasR oAorSMes. MMtfHtdwMtfiflohl afoa* 
mOs of lOD^ooOt By tor se a ee k nho w oo o vawhw. Ur. Uak» 
laad bn toes w knid M to put mta ajhaod* n M a u —fatqt a 
kWy imBi emfl i v —mb ir of tbe tUMr's fosafbr, wUefa fions 
duSJManiuni’sflrtitBawMlMlOQOLi and•»Mda«wBsT 

fiahw dh|tsM»d M iM eotowna^ d|S» to MW a WMVid to 
Ik Sudan i tor IflW mofs. isitor rf Btiw to» 

IMiV Vt 
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She knev no more of the ohoreh which she ief^ 
and that which she eiftbraced» than ihe did of the 
difference between the Cop^nican and Ptolemaic 
aystenu.** Mae. Knowtie. " She had New 
Testament before her.** Johksos. ** Madams Ae 
could not understand the New Testameat^ the most 
difficult book in the woridi for which ihe study of a 
tjhfe is required." Mas. Kvowuu. " It is clear as 
to essentials." Johmsov. ** But no^ as to contro- 
versi^ points. The heathens were esadj conrerted, 
because they had nothing to gire up; but we 
ought not, withottf rery strong oooTietkm indeedr 
to desert the religion in which we hare been edu¬ 
cated. That is the reltfion given yon,, the religion 
in which it may be tauTProvidence has placed you. 
If you live conscientiously in that ieUgi<m, you m^ 
be safe. But error is dangerous indeed, if you err 
when you choose a religion for joursdf." Mas* 
KaowLKs, Must we, then, go by impUeit faith ?" 
JouasoK. ** Why, Madam, the grodcst past of 
our knowledge is implimt faith; and as to reli^n, 
have we heard all that a disciple of Confucius, all 
thataMahometan, can si^ for himself?" Hethra 
rose again into passkm, and at t aek e d the young 
prosdyte in the severest tenns of reproach, so that 
^>oth the ladfos seesned to be mudi shocked. 

We remained bq;etfaer tffi it wm pret^ late. 
KotwUhstaiiding OQ^ Qn a l cxploaioBt ^ violence, 
we were aH d^^gbiad upon thewhida with Johnson. 
I compared hun at tUe tiiaa to awanu West Indian 
ffifanat^ where |iMi( hef* ^ bright sun, quick vege? 
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tation, lata.*kat fcdiage^ hisoious fruits; but where 
(Itesome heat eometiiMe produces th under, lightiiing, 
and earthquakes ie alerriUe degree. (') 

(0 Mrs. Esowtef m «sitf«d with tte ftme of bor awdlo- 
vo^ the ^MUSirjSdww'BMmioMdbr JofaiMott, m wludiih* 
lut Meed tels^ Breeh dnterRf, nsj, wttii the Aune of reo. 
MBn^ teller ttes wemtn nenaeajr dO) m I here Aulr Mmi 
ter to hna dotw, commuoueted to ute » dtelogue of uniBdenble 
wbkJi^ sAa* moinr 7cm ted efaipM, kte urait down ee 
tefias peaied tetweai Ih. Joboeen end ter at Ite iMervifv. 
Ae 1 ted not the leart rocoUconon of it, end dtd not find tte 
mliMetnreofitiniByMMoard''tates « tte tmui» I rould 
not, w nofue^eiiOT wttb 1^ dm resard to sutlwiteitf, imert it 
tn mv ivork. It tea. ho»«m, teen ra^Hriicd n The Centku 
aiu% M eip rtm * far Jum & 400.}. It ihiefly 

reteew to tte prinapte of the leet nJlcd ^lascn i and do 
doubt tte lady sppean to tewt greatly the adveitiago of Dr. 
JoteaoB to awinMott ae well ai evpreuion. Fiom whet I 
have DOW ctalcid. and faom Ite lofamal emdeoce uf tte paper 
ittell^ aoy one who may te*« tte cuno^ity to jieruM h aiJI raoge 
whether It mas wrong m me to wjett it, ooweinBr milling to gie- 
tifa Mil. Knowlca. B. 

Mn. Knowtea, to her own eccoimt of tbw conw e reation wae 
denroua of edding Mne SemranTa uwOtnony; and Min Sonant, 
who ted by thu tune twcoma exceedinglv teetilr to Johnaoii'a 
mentory, and mraa a great admirar of n6% Knowlr% waa not 
unniUuig to gratify ter. 6te tccordit^y connnQxiKmM to 
Mie. Eaowlaa bar notes «i tte oonvemtlon (Z rtf. w. 1 97 ), 
wMch, U may te fairiy nr a wm od, were nw too partial to .lobo. 

eon. Bat tter, neraittelen, did not mitey tte fatf dumotent, 

who, 11 Mae Sewird complaitu (f.ett. iu wae *‘eunotiiily 

dwatiefled with (bsh tetouae ti^ did aol aatouB ah ttet hte 
paased.aDdaseaWttngVrMoyoerachpaed Aito^" and ft to 
Bffluaug to oteaTrai that—except on the motte Medmaaemud* 

■t tte eotoch la wrhwh lU three SMmiote agrih, tod tte wonia 
**i Mxer dmar to ewto,^ ary uto re,* ohh mfUoh tte todlee 
agree that tte c o n t rf ea iiiiu eadad—them to littto aeoordanoe 

bateMtbm. Bad they baen eaotete to 117 that tte wmlaDf* 
JehaaM waa a dleagreaabto contraM to tte mlat naaentos of 


SootHto) «yi«M ID Johomt tte potiW abTfaSteh 
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trftdv ^ wc br fbmvea ^ ngMtinK both m fxbiilmis, md 
the rith«r bocum* MrBo^#cU‘«40Ct %nU«n qh the tvcAtot t 

( ^ hu cuMom al»ayH of the aAeraOoa*') i irtiilc tbos4 of tht lailux 
•Mmiohm bion mad» ap fMn^jnrtaftef thomnt* 
boivimff be fospodod tlwt Hoet^ wm hatnscif « UtUe tshaiMd 
of ioiBipQ*^ ^ioloiico, for he evidently hlurA over tbo lutir pert 
of Ite ooewiotioii* But m the Dociar^$ btheif it Abould be 
reeoUeeted, that he had taken a peefeand edbctionste interest tn 
tkis y ooi fg crfturc» who hedpis he fc*m4 not cKily endanfforid 
her epIrktMl welfafer but oAmded Imh' trict\As eod ArfeiteS W 
BrtnM; airf that he was totcfd into the daw uswon ]inr the very 
piBncm by whose unsuthiwiwdi and underhand mteriWenee ho 
aoehtnbehief (m he caneidered it) bid been deue.—-Long as 
this Mte k mutt be add6d» that u q>peaj5 m aiwibrr part of 


M oot beloag to It. ^ 
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Good Fridttjf.-^ Bad Boutftri/cry.— Soofr# of 7Vai*/*. 

Fleet Streot. — Meeting xcith Mr, Oliver Ed- 
varde. Lavgert. ^ Tom Tgere. Cholfo of a 
J*T*{fktnon.—ZagtiHf lAterature.-^Lord Oi^aden. 
-’’George PealntaitaTar. ^ J^aiuei Barrington.—' 
Fum^maU of the PiUorg,—Ineofewe of H’ealth.— 
Bjetravaganve. — *• Dmotthener TaglorP — }*um- 
fdikti .— GoldtnnA’e Omedtek. — ''The Beggare 
Opera." — Johi^eon'e '* Hutoria Sta^rum." — 
Gentleman's Magazine.-^Avarice.—Bon Mots.— 
Barki 's Cln^stciU Fun. — Bgot%»m, 

April Ho beiog Good-Friday, I waited on John* 
son, as usual. I otwerved at Ijrfakfast, that al« 
though it was a part of his abstemious discipline, 
on this moat solemn fast, to take no milk in his tea, 
yet when Mrs. Desmonlhis inadvortently poured it 
in, he did nut reject it I talked of the strange in* 
decision of mind, end imbecility is the common 
occurrences of life, which we may observe in some 
people. JoRNSon. *< Why, Sir, I am is the habit 
of getting others to do things for me." Doswui* 
** Wbat^ Sir! .have you that weakness?" Jornsoh. 

Yes, Sir. Bat 1 always think afterwards I should 
have dostt better for myself." . > 

1 told' bin that at a geotlemn’s Imtoio whnto 
there was thought to be such extravagance' or bad 
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management that he >93 living much beyond hia 
nicnme, hn lady had otycrted to the cutting of a 
pickled mango, nod that I had takes an opportu¬ 
nity to ask the price of it, and found it was only 
bvo fiiillinga; so here was a very poor saving. 
JoHNsSOK. “ Sir, that is ftx* blundering economy oi 
a narrow understanding. It is stopping one hole in 

I capn's«od some inclination to publish an acconnt 
of my travels upon the coutiuent of Europe, fot 
which 1 had a varietj^of materials collcctt'd. JoiiK* 
SUV. ** I do not say, Sir, you may not publUb your 
traveU; but 1 gi\e you my opinion, that you would 
lewn yourself by it. What can you tell of conn- 
tnc<< so well known as those upon the continent of 
Europe, which you have virited?” Boswell. 
“ But 1 can give an entertaining narrati\fs with 
many incidents, anecdotes, jetu and re¬ 

marks, so as to make very pleasant reading.” Joiiv- 
suK. Why, Sir, most modem travellers in Europe 
u ho have puUiahed their travels have been laugloHl 
at: 1 would not have you added to the number. (') 
The world is now not oonteatod to be merely en¬ 
tertained by a ^raveUer's narrative 1 they want to 
learn something. Now some of my iViends asked 
me, why I did not give sc«ae acconnt of my travels 
in iB^ee. The reason is pl^n; intelligent reader* 
had seen more of Ekmaoe than I Sad. You might 

(1) X fca Uf S , bDimer, I riwU foUow my mm opiiUtm; fm 
tto hM sbeWB a Saaeiifig putulity to my wnnn a 
oa many oCrwiaait.—H.— [Mr. Bon^ mcimioni amnl iiv 
(•Bt.i'd pttboaidom la tkia auaner, aoec at which ho Inwl to 
eSMUttt. — CUMMUS.] 

t 2 
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have liked rof tvav^ ft Vmee, hud Tss Cm 
m^ht have Ukod them; ^04 apon the whcde^ there 
have been more ridleiile than good prodoeed 
by them." Boswell. ** 1 eaanot agree with you. 
Sir. Peoide would liko to read what yon aay of 
nny thing. Suppose a fi&e has been painted by 
fifty punten before; stiU we hrre to see H dona hf 
Sir Joshua." JonnaoN. " True, Sir; but Sir 
Jolibua eannot paint a fitoe when he has not time to 
look on it" Boswell. ** Sir, a sketch of any sort 
by ium is valuaUe. And, Sir, to talk to yoa in 
vour own style (raiaiBg my voies and shaking my 
•sad), you tkotM have given us your travels in 
Trauoe. 1 am mtrsl am rigfab and tisra's on end 
w’C 

1 said to him that it was certainly true, as lAy 
Mend I>empBter had observed in his letter to me' 
span the sttfajaat, that a great part of what was in 
his ** Journey to (he Western Islands of Scotland" 
had been in his mind before he left London. Joff in' 
8ov»< ** Why, yes, Sir, the tpj^oe warn; and books 
of ttavds be good in proportion to what a man 
has previously in his mind; his luiewuig what ^ 
etwerve; his power of emitmting ^e mode of fife 
with another. As the Spaz^ proverb says, * ite 
who wouM bring home the wealth of the Indias 
'put oan^ the wjrith of the Indies vrith him.' So 
’BlihitrMdlmgtanMhBniBtoarrykDootedgewitii. 
hia^ if li^drould bring h«i^ knowledge.” Bonrtth. 

' pMytiihi'1 fi 9 pnse» Sbi inaans, Ito must ean^ 
nlakgest^ VIA bin tb Md iriA.**. sToBhinL 
• til, Sir.* • 
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li a dalightfoS 4ay: as we walked to St Cle* 
tatat'a chundk* 1 a^aifl remarked tbm neet-streot 
was tba iDost efaeeriU areiie in tbe worid. ** Fleet- 
streeti'* nid Ij " is in my mind more ddightfol tiian 
TeiDp&*' JoKirsoN. ** Aj« Sir) bat let it be eoa^• 
pared with Mall I ** 

There was a very nomeroas conf^r^tion to-day 
af St Clement's eharoh, which Dr. Johnson said he 
observed with pleasure. 

And now I am to give a pretty full aecoimt of one 
of the most eurious inddants in Johnson’s li&) of 
which he himself hA made the following minute oq 
this day: 

“ In my return church, I ww accosted by 
Bd»anls(>), an old Mlow-colle|^, who had not aeen 
me unee 1729.(^) He knew me, and esked if 1 re¬ 
membered «ie Edverds ; I did net at first recollect the 
nime, hut gradually, ta we walked along, recovered it, 
and told hba a eonversadon that had paeaed at an ale- 
hmiie betwem ua. My imrpoee is to continue our ec- 
quaintaace.'* (Fr. and Med. p. 164.) 

It was in Butobaiyrew that thia meeting happened. 
Mr. Edwarda, ndio waa a decent-looking, elderly 
nan, in gray eloUieSb and a wig of many curW ac- 
it»sted»Johia>nn with fimuliar oopfidenoe, knowing 


^it) Ohfwr fe h mid s caMrad at F eai bw Ae CeDege only » 
Jws^ itSS^aotluS he JotaMn eoaid not ten beca Itmj 
a s qnstTi taik , 




TMa dcDtMaMaaMWtionof Jcbnmkke 
itMe j?ss» te a aantrmaban « m 




ticn «r Jelmsetk that he had net SMB 
aai naa tkm « nie ortmoa denved By 
k the roUtei teska that JtdKMon dm 
Oallige rwiaaiiii, 17»—an 
aee qask VoL L p. m B. 
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n ho he was, while Johnsott nturaed his salutation 
with a courteous fuvrwditjr,^ to a stranger. But 
as soon as Edwards had (nought to his reroQection 
their having been at Pemiwofce College together 
ntne-and-fbrty years ^o, he seeibed mudi j^ased, 
asked a here he lired, and fdd be aboukl be glad to 
see him in Bol^eourt EowAans. “ Ah, Sir I wc 
are old men now.” JoHVSOiir (who nover liked to 
Ihiok of being old). ** Don't let us dit^coaroge one 
aaotlier.” EowAiUDi. Why, doctor, you look 
s^out and*hearty« I air- h^>py to sob you to; fur 
the neawpapers told as you we^e vaiy 01.” JoH).' 
SON. *' Ay, Sir, they are always teQing lies of 
fiUowg." 

Wishing to be preset at more of so singular a 
eonvenatiou as that between two fellow«eollegians, 
who had lived forty yean in London without ever 
havingchanoed to I whh!q)errd to Mr. Edwards 

that Dr. Johnson ms gotsg home, and that he had 
better accompany him now. Bo Edwards walked 
along iHth us, I eagerly asasting to keep up the 
conversation. Mr. Edwards informed Dr. Johnson 
that he had practised long as a scdkdtor in Cbanoery, 
but Utat be now lived in the country upon a littie 
fiffm, about rixty acres, jttst by Stevenage, in Hert* 
fordshsre, and UuX he came to London (to Barnard's 
ItfBf No< 6.) gensnlly tWieo a week. Johnson ap- 
pn a ite g to be In a revoia, Mr. Edwards addressed 
bjaMtf to mh> and expatiated on the pleasura m 
Indhg ha.tiie country. Boswkli,. «I have no 
notion «f tills, Sir. What have to antmttin 
yon kt I ihin]^ ezhanated in half an hour.** £n- 
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WAR 08 . " What I doft't jroa bve to Lave Iiope 
r^irad? 1 tee my*grui» and my com, and my 
treet graving. Novt for iostance, 1 am curious to 
aoe if thb fooat has not nipped my firult trees." 
J0HN8ON (vko ve did not imagine stas attending). 
** You find. Sir, yon Jiave fcara as well as hopes." 
So well did he see the whole, when another saw but 
'•fte half of a subject. (*) 

When we got to Dr. Johnson’s house, and were 
seated in his library, the dialogue went on admirably. 
Edvards. Sir, I remsmber you woidd not let us 
say y}rmfigtoiw ad college. For even then, Sir, 
(turning to me), he was delicate in language, and 
we oil feared him."(3) .Toursow (to Edwards). 
“ From your having practised the law long, Sir, 1 
presume you must be rich." Edwards. No, 
Sir; 1 got a good deal of money; but X bad a num* 
her of poor rclationB to whom I gave a great part 
of it." JoHwsoR. ** Sir, you have been rich in the 
most valuable sense of the won)." Edwards. 
But I shall not die rich." Johrsor. “ Nay, sure, 
Sir. it is better to /tas ribh, than to die rich." Ed* 
WARDS. ** 1 wish I had continued at college." 
JoHKSov. *'Wky do you wish that, Sir?" Ed» 
WARDS. ** B ecause I think 1 should have had a 
mueh easier life than mine has been. I should have 

fl) Nsjr, aotio. ThequeAtoartinSinstbeinititofeinreA 
m s counay Ufej sod the jW w■^ thenfiw^ h good ee tfw 

(a) Johnson nU to ms sftcrwsrdi, ** Sir, thn req>ected ms 
m nw IttmRire; sndMCttwuoot greet hot m canpemon. 
8ir, it Is anmiag how Jtttk tHsrsturs thsre Is in the wor^" 
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mjrsdf firm eating one thing mther than noother* 
nor firom <»e kind of weathd' rather than another. 
There are 1 bctievo, who feel a difTerencc; 

hot I am not one of them. And as to regidar 
meala, 1 have fasted ftom the Sunday • dinner to 
the Toesday’s dinner without any inconrenienoe. I 
believe it» best to eat Just as one is hungry; but a 
man who is in buamess, or a man who has a fuaily, 
must have stated meals. I am a straggler. 1 may 
leave this toim and go to Grand Calrot without 
being missed here, or obaervod there.** Edwards. 
" Don't yoo eat supper, Slr?'^ JoaasoM. l?ti| 
Sir.** Edwards. ** For my part, now, I consider 
supper as a tnrppfke through which one must pam 
in order to gef to bcd.*’(‘) 

JoHirson. " You are a lawyer, Mr. Edwarda 
Lawyers know life practicslly. K bookish man 
riiould always have them to converse with. They 
have iHiat he wants.** Edwards. “ 1 am grown 
<dd: 1 am sixty-five.** Johrsom. “ 1 shall be sixty- 
eight next bir^-day. Come, Sir, driuk water, and 
putln fer a hundred.* 

Mr. Edwards mentioned a gentleman (*) who had 
left his whole fortune to Pembroke CoU^. Jorm- 
aov. ** Whether to leave one’s u h<fie fortune to a 
oiridcfe be rights most depend opon circumstanoea. 
1 srodd leave the interest of the fortune I be* 
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queftthed to « ec^ege to rektioiu or mjr <Kendi» 
for tJieir Urn. It il tbe Mme tidug to a coOegOt 
vhich ia a permanent aodety, whether it gets Ihe 
money now or twenty years hence; and 1 would 
wish to make my relaticma or friends feel the benefit 
of it'* 

This interview confirmed my opinion of John- 
■ son’s most humane and benevolent heart His oor- 
dial and placid behaviour to an okl fellow collegian* 
a man so difibrent from himself; and his telling him 
that he would go down to his fans and visit him» 
showed a lundo<4s of d^mrilioD very rare at an 
mlvanced age. He observed, ** how wonderfUl it 
was Uiat they had both been in London forty yean, 
irithout having ever once met, and both walkers in 
the street too I ” Mr. Edwards, when going awa}, 
again recurred to his conscioubueu of senility, and, 
looking full in Johnson's face, sud to him, ** You’L 
find in Dr. Youi^, 

*0 my coe?ftis$ rmaifiti of 

Johnsim did not relish this at all; but ahoede hia 
head with impatienoe. Edwards walked off Seem- 
in^y highly leased widi the honour of having been 
thus noticed bj Dr. Johnson. When he was gone, 
1 sud to Johnara, 1 tiiought him bat a weak man. 
JoHVSoir. ** Whf yes, Sir. Here is a man who has 
passed throng Hfe without experience: yet 1 would 
nther have him with me than a more aenalblo sum 
who will not talk readily. This man is always 
sriDhil to say what he has to say." Yet Dr, John- 
eon had hhnaelf by no aseana that wiflingnau 
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Jiepraiiedao and I tMnk so justly: feru4o 
jus not fidt ike pedafbl effeot^of the dreary void* 
erktt tkere is e total siteoee in a e(Kiq»any, for any 
len|d^ of time; or, which is as bad. or perhaps 
9rom, when the oonversatioa is with difficBliy kipt 
^ by a pCrpetoal effort ? , 

> Johaaon ones obserr o d to me. ** Tom Tyers de- 
aeribed me the best: 'Sir/saidh^ *youareltkea 
gliMt: yoB neter ipeak tiU you are spoken to.'** 
The gentleman whom he thus femlKariy men* 
tioned. was Xr. Thomas Tyers. eon of Mr. Jonathan 
Tyers, the founder of that exodldit place of pubUo 
amusement. Vauzhalt Gardens, which must ever bo 
an estate to its proprietor, as it is peeukaiiy adapted 
to the taste of the English nation: there bdng a 
mixture of carious showf*<>gay exhibition,music, 
vocal and instnuneatal. not too refined for the 
genera] ear; forallwhidi (mly a shilling is paid('); 
and, thou^ last, not least, good eati:^ and driakli^ 
for those who choose to purchase that regalp. Mt> 
Tliomae Tjrecs was bred to the law; but haring n 
handteok lortum^ Thadty of temper, nnd eeoen* 
trioi^ of mind, he eooht not confine hunsrif to tho 
regiMty of praeiioe. He tberef^ tan aboni 
world wifik a pleaaant earclessiiii^ 


ft) fa sOQimr, 179% addlUonsl sad maiv someadte Ss» 
rSHbos fesvHif ban latradaced, tfas price of steiMoa VM nSsad 


tSirai hrmf hwn fnmrjTTrrtfl. tH prifr nf nifrniwira tth nSeal 
to mo lUUIngi. 1 onocS approve sf due. Tbeeon^mnr 
ftpgsa Mtoct, bat a nasber ef Um booeu eotaoBOD^ «fi, I 
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lererf bod^r by hU» dmltory orarenation. Ho 
ftboBuded is anecdote, but wm not safficiestly aU 
tentive to accuracy. I therefore cannot venture to 
avaS myaelf mneh of a biographical aketek of John- 
adtt which he pubtiabcd, ^ing one among the va* 
rSona personi amUtiods of appendisg tibefr namea 
to that of my illustrious friend. That aketoh tsy 
however, an entertaining little collection of frag¬ 
ments. Those which he published of Pope and 
Addiaon are of higher merit; but his fame most 
rest chiefly upoi^ his ** PoUtical Conferences,** in 
which he introduces several eminent persons de¬ 
livering Uieir sentiments in the way of dialogue, and 
diaooven a considerable share of learning, various 
knotriedge, and discernment of character. This 
much may I bo allowed to say of a man who was 
exceedingly obliging to nie, and who lived with Dr 
Johnson in as easy a manner as almost any of his 
very numerous acqo^tonce. 

Edwards had said to me aside, that Dr. John¬ 
son should have been of a profession. 1 repeated 
the remaih: to Johnson, that I might have Ids own 
fliongfata on the subject. Johnson. “ Sir, it wtmH 
have bami that 1 had been ofaprofesrion.(<) 
I onght to Imve been a lawyer.** Boswbll. ** 1 do 
not think, Sir, it would lave been better, fiw we 
should not jmve had the Eng^ Dietioiiuy.'* 

(I) {*ThmMaNm«jate»o<hnaaAltfs, Dr. Jobnoai taf 
om been heard W sM ta oaMrm Ast it «w lbs mataatt^ 
tecuaa which eottU bdU a man In han baen Iwed to Boprona* 
aun, and patfaadflanT to nurak itet Uda aa hAmio a was kti 
owa." mnfi FntSai p. SIA —»MaaraaiWL) 
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JoRKsev. ** Dttt you would .ba\ c had RcponF.** 
Boswkx. **Ay: but there would not have been 
another vho could have wriltou the Dictionary. 
There have been many very good juilg<^. SuppoM 
you had been lord cfaainccllor; ) lu would have dy 
iivered opudone with more dftent of mind) and in a 
more oroanmited mumer, than pc'rhapa any chan- 
oell(^ ever did, or evir will do. But, I believe, 
cauKs have been w judieioudy di'cidcd aa you 
could have done.” Jounbok. ** Yi^ Sir. Property 
has been at well aetded." i, 

Johnson, however, hod a noble ambitioii floatio , 
in hat onod, and haundoubtedly, often Bpcculatcd 
on the potfibility of his Bup^-renunent powers being 
rewarded in this great and lib>‘ral country by the 
highest honours of the state. Sir William Scott 
informs me, that upon the death of the late Lord 
Lichfield, who was cbujtcellor of the University of 
Oxford, he said to JuiinM>n, ** What a pity it in 
Sir, that you did not .'bUow the jtrofetsion of the 
law! You might have been lord cbaucuUor of 
Great Britain, and attained to the dignity of the 
peerage; and now that the title of Lichfield, your 
native <%, i* extinct, you loight l^ve had it.** 
Johnson, upon this, seemed much agitated; and, in 
an angry tonok exdahoed, “ Wliy wfl] you vex Ibe 
by suggendng tida, when it is too Ute?** 

But he did not repine at the prosperity of oUiM 
Tba kte Dr* Thomas Lelgod told Mr. Courtenhyt 
th«^' udien Mr* Edmund Burke shoved Johnson 
Ids Ihu house and lands near BoaeoiuAaM* JoIuh* 



Atat.GS. DIOKllT OW IITBRAIURF. 159 

Ml) ceoUy equidem tnvtdeot rntrof 

Yet no man hml » higher iiotiou of thedigni^ of 
llteratuie ruan .Toh)(8on> or nas more deton^^ in 
niaintomiu tin re^iuet Rhtch he justly considered 
Ob 0(if o It. Of this, s the genenl tenor of 
In'. e'.n(>>Kl m t},8mnc Hiuractenstical uutancet 
nia^ b(' mentiomd. 

He toUl Sir Ju'^hud IloTnoids that once si hen he 
dined in \ numerous company of bo<ikite!lers, where 
th( rooio. lx mg |i oil the h'ad of (be tabl^ at 
nhicli he It. uas aimosi cW to the fire, he per* 
sevond in siiil»‘niig a gitdt dial of inconsemeuoe 
froi \ till, heat, ratfier than quu h» place, and let 
oue of (hem '•it il>o\c him. 

Huiil .iiiitl). in hiH Uiscrting simplicity, complained 


^t| I sin not ontirii « thmit w'pu.ioD that Johnson msy 
luvt tell s U((k‘ ffi( HU itisn t n\\ for do man loved the good 
things of tlisi bfi b< nt.r ih in L««. d, and he unild not but be 
cunsuoiM that het)iM.i> I a mmu largii sliart of them thsa ha 
everhad. 1 aitempted in i mvnp^pvr to luminent on the above 
iieHagviQ themanmi 0 / \ttirburtan,iiho muu be allowed to 
naveUiown uncommon mgimiit\| tr givin,; to nn> author's test 
whetov^niMnuig he lIuim it should rarrs As thu DDitatloo 
may Wtose my ru4m. I shall U u m lodutc it 


“ t)o MiriM of Bla Joanoii*t Itu boen nui* BuiuBdersUxid Our bb 
atYtybif to »liois% when be Sru fevhim tt bii iloe placi at RuMwa 
Sm, An «eM*aiSliMre, MraroutH IIilw twoctfabratrd nun had 
h) en fldetKb Aw auav yean b el br e llr Mrfce cotond on Ui imilltineBiary 
laner They wot holb wth^ botb ■unbsti of Twa Imaanr Cwe, 
Otmt i w , Be. Jehiw taw Mr tete w a ritaaUuu ao muoh owe 
tjSMdU than MS te i^kb he hlaMMud aittaMiba did netSMaato 
esMB Out be tbSB^ It a dbsMMoaate imfmty, hut while lw,aa 
a iMjeuaher, aMMsd aa csefeaeMw ft«« mvt, mu e^y»dm 

vane OB & the weeds jMM pock MAW «H^;th9**r((s>uiyb>t.«w 
that hewaa «eunM & atai^ what htwwl^ it UMbor, reMn 
that, co ^ Saf l MlisMIMwanet? Sw rf w ie ertae all MM it w Wo i ^ d 
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000 4i|( bt 4 mixed eontpuyi of Lord Camden. 
nml said bej" at Lord Clare’s faoiue(') is the 
4KHi&tarj’, and be took do more notioe of me than if 
1 had beeq an ordinary man.** Ihe eempany hav-' 
Ijlf laughed heartily, Johnson stood forth in defence 
eif hi* Aiend. ** Nay, gnAemen,** said he, “ Dr. 
Otddsmhh is in the right. A nohJeman ouj^t to 
have made up to each a man as Oiddsmith; and 1 
ridak it is much against If<»d Cmnden diat he ne* 
gleoted hara." 

Nor oould be patiently endnr^to hear, that such 
Kspeet as be thought duo only to higher intelleotuai 
quiitifs should be bestowed on men of slighter, 
^ugh perhaps more ammung, talents. I told him^ 
that one mOTnlng, sihen 1 went to breakfast uith 
GarridE, who was Tery rain of hb iotbaary with 
Lord Camden, he accosted me thus: " Pray now, 
did you—did you meet a little lawyer turuiftg the 
ooner, eh?" No, Sir," said I; ** pray what do 
yon mean by the questicm?” rejdied 

Garrick, with an affected mdtfftrenoe^ yet as if 
statuting OB tip-toe, Lord Camden faw this mo¬ 
ment left me. We have had a long walk ti^^eiher.'' 
JOHVBOX. ** Well, Sir, Garrick tal^fed yei^ pro* 
pexly. Lord Camden «Mt« a bttk lawyer td be iw* 


iooiatitig ID foailiHly with a {dayer " 

Sv Joehaa Beyw^ observed, with jrtnt trutk 
<hat Johnson eoaddered Garrick to bjMvi ft 

He would allow no ^ 


He would allow no 


(1) (fmeedk VsL HI. p. ia.n.b> 
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StAt. t>9. 



blame or to praise Garriek In his preaence, without 
contradicting him. (^) » 

Having fallen into a very aerioua frame of mind, 
in which mutual eapri>s8ion8 of kindnesa passed be« 
tween uts such as would be thought too rain in me 
10 repeat, I talked with eegret of the sad tnevitaUe 
certainty that one of lA most survive the other. 
JoHNSo^j. ** Yes, Sir, that is an aflecting oonsidm'* 
ation. 1 remember Swift, in one of hU letters to 
i’ope, says, * I ialend to oome over, that we mav 
meet once more; and when we must part, it is what 
happens to all burqpn beings.’ " Boswell. “ Tlit 
1 k>)U‘ that we shiJl tee our departed friends again 
aiu*»t **upport the mind.” Johnson. “ Why, yes, 
Sir.’'(^) Boswell. There is a strange unwilling- 
noss to part with life, iodependeat of serious fears 
as to futurity. A reverend friend of ours 
fnauiing him) tells me, that be feels an uneasiness 
at the Noughts of leaving his house, his study, his 
books.” Johnson. ** This is foolish in #••••. 
A man need not be uneasy on these grounds: for, 
as he will retain his oramesousness, he may say witli 
the phiiosopber, OMiia «ea w te eum porto," Bor • 


(I) Sir Jethas ^synoMs wrats two Dislofpws, in lihiNrstiQa 
of flUM podcioik in the of which Johmon atbackt Oamek in 
opposhion to & Joshua, sb4 in Um oNier hhn agsinst 

^bhoe. Lord Psmhoiotuh has obti||iogb eQaanuintesiiM to 
SM th« avidaoca of the Ista air Oeonm ommont (who had rs* 
oeitfd rnplaa of them Ansi Sir Josmia hfansalfk both (tf tbair 
aathaattcity «st of their oorrect Imitatiiwi of Johnson's atria of 
oaaratwaiMn, jad I ham tbaratea ghrao them a plaae In the 
i^eadl«.-.-C. Joattaamuns.} 

(t) haatpB the mna mtdaat, Vak III. p. m <*M. 

‘(S) Or. Fariy;-.C 
VOL. Vlt. 
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mix. ** Tne, Sir: wr may carry our books in wr 
heaikj but ftill there is somothisg painful in the 
thought of leaving for ever what has given us plea* 
sure. I r^nember, many yeme ago. when my 
im^nation was warm, and I happened to be m a 
m^anoholy mood, it distressed roe to think of going 
into a state of being in witlch Shakspeare's poetiy 
did not exist. A lady, whom 1 then mudi admired, 
a very amiable woman, homoured aay fancy, and re¬ 
lieved me by saying, * The first thing you will meet 
w ith m the other world will be an elegant copy of 
Shakspeare’s woihs presented to^vou.'" Dr. John¬ 
son smiled (‘) benignaotly at thu, and did not ap¬ 
pear to disapprove of the notion. 

We went to St Clement's church again in the 
afternoon, and then returned and drank tea and 
in Mrs. WilUascs's room; Mrs. Dt '^niuuhns 
dfllll(g the honours of the tea-table. 1 ob>r n ed that 
he would rtot even look at a proof'Sheet ol )iis 
“ Ufa of Wdler” on Good-Fiiday. 

Allen, the printer, brought a book on agri- 
euUttte, which was printed, and was soon to be pub¬ 
lished. (^) It was a very stn^igc perforroanoe, tbo 
author haiii^ mixed in it his own thoughts upon 
various topics, along with his remarks on plough¬ 
ing, sowing, and other fanning o^ratioiu. He 
seemed to be an absurd profane fellow, and had in* 
troduced in his books many sneers at Kiigion, with 


(1) Ur. Jofansoa mi^wsll amis st web a dutew of snia^^ 
■ai st the oigianeet bjr whteb u »si w Arw cL—C. 

(t) Tte was MwWwlTs *' Miotfisi of Agriculatrs.* Tbs 
mdMr ImHl to pabbsh msi^ more impMism sod taS oflbMi*« 
works SB aUs aulusA.— Ciuufssa. 
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pquat ignorance and conecit. Dr. John^tn 
mitted me to read soue paasages aloud. One was 
that he nwolved to work on Sunday^, and did work* 
bat he owned he fell some weak compuncUun; and 
he had this very curious reflection: ** 1 was bom 
in the W)ld« of Christiauity, and the briars and 
thorns still hang about Ac." Dr. Johnson could not 
help lauding at thU ridicnious image, yet was very 
angry at the fellow's impiety. ** However," said 
he, tbo reviewers will iiinke him hung himself." 
He however oWrved, " that formerly there might 
have been a di'^ptysatinn obtained for working on 
Sunday in the time of harvest." (*) Indeed, in ri¬ 
tual observances, uere all the minister) of religion 
what they should be, and wliat many of them are, 
such a power might be wisely and safely lodged 
with the church. 

On Saturday, I8tb April, 1 drank tea aith him. 
He praised the Late Mr. Duncombe (^), of Canter- 
bury, as a pleasing man. ** He used to come io 
me; I did not sed( much after him. Inch ed, 1 
never sought much after any body." Boswell. 
** Lord Omry, 1 suppose." Johnson. “ No, Sir; 
I sever went to him but when he sent for me." 
B6 IWZI,l. "Richardson?" Johnson. "Yes, Sir: 
but I sooght after Geoige Psalmanazar tlie most. 

(1) flndi^h^uactiMof QumiEhubethfortbaobHcnance 

SuiHUa WM me exetspOon — vit. for labour latimeiit 
Mrr«i% 4ller dMos MTvke: but which was not prowded hv la 
the iPt n Cip. * «. T.m liavaana.] 

(i) WflBiisPmriimtiB, Eeg. He named the nster of John 
Hnaant Hut post: wm the Miuior oft#o truodict, endotte 
liHaiisiiii [sniftifssinaj mddMdaeth Feb. 17^ 70. -i* II* 

M < 
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1 ured to go and sit with him at on olehoose in the 
city." (0 

1 am happy to mention another instance which 1 
diaoovered of bis teeAimy afier a man of merit* 
Soon after tfae Honourable Daines Barrington had 
published his excellent Observations on tbe Sta¬ 
tutes (3^” Johnson waited on that worthy and 
lemned gentleman; and> having told him his namcf 
courteously said, " I have read your booh» Sir» with 
great pleasure, and wish to be better known to you.** 
Thus began an acquaintance, which was coatinued 
with mutual reg^ird as long as Jrhnnon lived. 

Talking of a recent seditious delinquent (^), he 
said, ** They should set him in the pillory, that he 
may be punished in a way that would di^raoo him." 


n ) This extrsordiiury penwn Ured and diedstshouasinOId 
S(r«^ wtavre Dr. Johnson wm v ui w is to h» islentt. and Tirtuw, 
a^ U» Ua final prrfSnvnc* of the chtirrh of Enj^iaad, aAar har¬ 
ing ftudied, auomed so nanr loodn of worship. 

Tm name he went by was not s op ivi w d by hi* friend to bt tmd 
of hiB family, but all inquiner were vain: hit reaMHit fw eoa- 
csalmg hib onipDal wit# {lenitenbary; be yieeerred no other 
name than that of tfae imporuir, he wL Hn piow and patient 
•aduraace of a tedious lUnees ending in an exem|riary death 
(1768), eonSrmed the strong iinpriiSBtoD fall merit had made 
vniMi tfae mind of Dr. Johntmi.—Pioasi. — [Tlw MssnSir of 
iWoieiwaBr, written by bunself, and pofaKabea in 1754, tfaou^ 
nows negiectad piece of tdofpaphy, wUlueQrep^tfasrsedsr, 
Sa it eflbrai mudieurloiu infurmatian. -^Mjwslasib.] 

(>) Qwuttt 178& The worthy author died Blareb IS. 1900, 
agM about 74. M. 


eonvteud or a s 
Korember, 1777 
bdllt aeema stn 
spofaCT 

Toeke^faeidH' 

ssseuttoBoflM 


as a year's unpnso w aent, aod SUX. : 
that JitboMo should, ai April, 1778 ^ have 
aod pru^piOmljf of a sentencs teiiaed six 
besa this easy bt seeeuatad fisr .by Horno 
nod a writ t£ mrot, and sa sMpaadsg tfae 
nee. Sss p. 806.-• C. 
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1 obserrcd, that the pillory does not always dugneo. 
And I mentioned an ^oatanee of a g(>ntla]iaa(^), 
who I tiionght was not dialionoured by it. Johx* 
soK« “ Ay, bat he was, Sir. He could not mouth 
and strut as be used to do, after having been there. 
People are not willing ask a man to their taUes, 
who has stood in the pillory.’' 

Tlie gentleman who had dined with us at Dr. 
Percy’s came in. Johnson attacked the Ante* 
ricans with intemperate vehemenre of abuse. 1 said 
something in thdr &vour; and added, that 1 wav 
always sorry, wheiAe talked on that subject Thia^ 
it seems, exasperated him; though he nothing 
at the time. The cloud was charged with snl<^ 
pfaureous vapour, which was afterwards to bunt in 
thunder. Wetalkedofagentleman [Mr.Langton], 
who was ruHiiiog out his fortune in London; mrd 1 
said, We must get him out of it All his frienda 
must qutrrd with him, and that will soon drive him 
away.” JoHvaov. ** Nay, Sir, we'll send yoa to 
him. If your company does not dim a man out of 
hif houae, nothing will.” This was a horrible shock, 
foe whilst tbsre wna no visiUe cause. I afterwards 
asked him, why baked said eohar^ a thing. Jorm- 


(1) Praiiddy DP. fiiSbbeara. ft wss SMhbewe^ s]q)onn 
vMob saglmam llM «iB7 aaB«M» of tto jffwvie 

*Sis>{STjao^r wteiii,r«ao(«ciUB. 
WteSnMtolMOTMa trUkSManlu Most 


Mat 


T*“* — —1-1 nelanfjsi i1 j iodssiReasisoftwmtdi^ 

t r ssssd, tohw sltowaa loiaua sa, sad not m, th« pdlcwy. sna 

mhaars o s WA other taduljBit^tiMttfaB sheriff was sftwwMdi 

preMnaed dw pMiUfty Wb.-« C. 

(8) lesaiidkpk 114. 
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SON “ Beosuae, Sir, yoa made me angry about the 
Americans." Boswbll. But why did you not 
take your revenge directly ?" Johnson (smiling). 
** Because, Sir, I had nothing ready. A man can- 
iiot strike till he has his weapons." lliis was a 
omdid and pleasant confession. 

He show^ me to-night his drawing-room, very 
genteelly fitted up, and said, “ Mrs. Thrale sneered, 
when I talked of my having asked you and your 
lady to Jive at my house. 1 was obliged to tell her, 
that you would be in as respectable a aitaation in 
my house as in hers, ■ Sir, the ifiitolence of wealth 
wW creep out.” Bo8wax,L.**She has a little boA 
of the insolence of wealth and the conceit of parta” 
Johnson. ** The imolence of wealth is a wretched 
lAing; but the conceit of parts has some foundation 
' To be sure, U shcmld not be. But who is without 
it ?" Boswell. “ Yoursdf, Sir.” Johnson. 


** Why, I play no tricks: I lay no traps.” Boswell. 
** No, Sir. You are six feet high, and you only 
do not (doop.” • 

We talked of the nnmbere of people that some¬ 
times have composed the household of great familieai 
I mentioned that there were a bundled in the fomSy' 
of the {»esent Earl of C^Ungtouse's* i^her. Ite.. 
Johnson seeming to doubt it, 1 begui to enumerate'; 


** Let us. see, my lord and my lady, two.” Jorn^ 
•QS. « Nay, Sir, if you are to count by twc^',y^ 
mair he Jang Rbou^h.” Boswell. « 
i^aid two SOBS and seven daughters, apd iw jiS^ 
for ea^ ii that will make twenty; so bi^ the 

filth p^ already.” Johnson. » Very'tM You 
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get at twenty pretty readily; but you will not bo 
easily get fuitber ou. ^ We grow to five feet pretty 
readily; but it U not bo easy to grow to bcvcq.'* (’) 
On Sunday, 19th Apnl, being Easter'day, after 
tlie Bulemnitics of the festival in St. Paul's church, 
1 visited him, but coul(| not stay to dinner. I ea- 
pros6(‘d a wish to have the arguments for Chris¬ 
tianity always in readiness, that my religious faith 
might be as firm and clear as any proposition what¬ 
ever ; so that I need not be under the U>ast uneaMness 
when it should be attacked. Johnson. Sir, you 
cannot answer al) objections. You have demon¬ 
stration for a first cause: yon see he must be good 
as well as powerful, liecause there is nothing to 
make him otherwise, and goodness of itself is pre¬ 
ferable. Yet you have against this, what is very 
certain, the unhappiness of human life. This, how¬ 
ever, gives us reason to hope for a future state of 
oonipt'nsation, that there may be a perfect system. 
Hut uf that we were not sure, till we had a positive 
revelation." 1 told him, that his ** Rasselas" had 
often made me unhappy; for it represented the 
misery of human life so well, and so convincingly to 
a' Udnking mind, that if at any time the impression 
wore off, and*l felt myself easy, 1 began to suspect 
some deluriom 

(l)^YeMardsy(lBtMlrQMlste,lisVmgnetBlcptilL Aaving 
pronnnd aSfldicalioii, I thought te nocasarj to write; but tor 
•gaiB tiaw neitber wrote tmit read. Lsngton cime in and talked. 
Afiar dWHor 1 wrote. At tee Bowell eemo in. HeMeyedtaU 
asm fr. and JM. p. Ida—He meana, that art had 

netbemlaipeiAjaiuaaeeofe jwotiiuabewiiiiM not hendese 
any woAd)y Maoea on Easter eve. Wbat the dedketton was 
doesMtifpaer.—C 

M i 
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In reviewing tirac frera Euter, 1777» I found 

rerf mdeneboly end atuu»«fid Uenk. So buk hes 
been doiie« thet deya and months are without any trace. 
My health has, indeed, been very much interrupted. 
My nights have been commonly, not only resdeab, but 
painful and fatiguing. My respiration was once so 
difieolt, that an ast^a waSfiButpected. 1 could not 
walk, but with great Aifieulty, from Stowhill to Itroen- 
hilL Some relaxation of my breast has been procured, 
I think, by optum, whidi, though it never gives me 
sleep, frees my brmt from spanns. I have written a 
little of the lives of the Poets. I think with all my 
usual vigoor, 1 have made sermons, perhaps as readily 
as forroeriy. (>) My m em ory is Icm fruthHU in retain¬ 
ing names, and, 1 am afraid, in retaining oecurreneea. 
Of this vacillation and vagrancy of mi^, I impute a 
great part to a fortnitous and imaettled life, and diMe- 
fore purpoae to sprad my time witii more metitod.”**- 
(Pr. and Med., p. I 67 .) 

On Monday, SOth April, 1 found him at home in 
the morning. We talked of a ^entieman [Mr. 
XauigtoiiJ who we ^prehesded was gradually in- 
Tolving his circumstaneea by bad management 
doHxaoN^ ** Wasting a fortune is evaporation by a 
thonsaad impereeptiUe means. If it were a stream, 
they'd stop it You must speak to him. It ia 
rekUj miaenble. Were he a gamesteb, it could be 
Bgid hopes of winning. Were he a bankrupt 

ia ttade, he might have growa rich; but he has 
aehher ^rit in ^nd, nor rc s obstS on to sfum. He 
does not spend ftst enough to |uive jdeaswe from fr. 
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He has the crime of prodigality, and the wetch^ 
ness of pareimon). a man is killed in a duel, he 
is kilUd as many a one has been killed; bat it is 
a lid tiling for a man to liedown and die; to blued 
to d( at)], because be has not fortitude enough to 
sear thi wound, or cven^o stitch it up." I cannot 
hut ]iauac a moment to admire the fecundity of 
fane}, and choice of language, -which in this in¬ 
stance, ami, indc'ed, on almo«t all occasions, he 
displayed. It was well ubserred by Dr. Percy 
(aft<‘rward‘< Bishop of DroOiore), “ The mmvere- 
ation (if Johnson strong and clear, and may be 
compaied to an antique statue, where every vein 
and ^muscle is distinct and bold. Ordinary con¬ 
versation resembles an inferior cost." 

On Saturday, 25th April, I dined wHh Um at 
Sir Jovliua Reynolds's, with the learned Dr. Mut- 
grave (')* Counsellor Leland of Ireland, aon to the 
Jnstorian; Mrs. Cholmondriey (^), and some more 
ladies. “ The Project (*)," a new poem, was read 
to the company by Dr. Musgrave. Johnson. ** Sir, 
it has no power. Were it not for the well-known 
names with which it is filled, it would be nothing: 
tlic names carry the poet, not the poet the 98X9^** 
MubGRAVB. ** A temporary poem always entertains 


ft 
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tti. * JoHVsoK. ** So does an aocoont of the ori- 
miods hanged yesterday ooieiiain us." 

He proceededDduosthcnes Taylor, as hr 
"vas called (that is, thr editor of Demoadipnes), yt» 
Ihe most silent man, the merest statue of a man, 
that 1 have ever seen. I ^nee dined in company 
vith him, and all he said duni^ the wh^ time aas 
no more than Riekard. How a man should say 
only Riehard, it is not easy to imagine. But it was 
thus! Dr. Douglas was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, 
and ascribing to him something that was written by 
Dr. Richard Grey. So, to corrett him, Taylor said, 
•Rukani.'’* 

Mrs. Cholmondeley, in a high flow of spirit*, ex* 
hibited some lively sallies of hyperi>olieal eonipli* 
ment to Johnson, with whom she bad been long 
acquainted, and was very easy. He was quick in 
catching the manner of the moment, and answered 
her somewhat in the style of the hero of a romance, 
" Madam, you crown me with unfading laurels.*' 

I happened, I know not how, to say that a pam¬ 
phlet meant a prose piece. Johnson. No, Sir 
A few sheets of poetiy unbound are a pamphlet (>), 
m much as a few riieets of prose," (^) Musokavk. 
" A pamphlet may be understood ti^meau a poetical 


( 1 ) Or. Johnaoo a here perfectly eonrei^fladknmpoiiedl)* 
w uHge t^prccedli^ wnten. So n> JI6iMrwn Dsarhr. ■ rof 
Jeedoti of posoM. Sir«^ 1 ess < the wnur » (poilcBg of bookUeg' 
play sBdtMd Aglsun;, pnoted lo tblia): 


' nu |NM votunlDOat painiM air b« MU, 

TarUa UfcooM, IMI iMWh mn b4b thM hcMIM. 


(8) [It Menu odd that Jdmaov did sot rcAv to the dariratioa 
efpmphlst, **poriMjlIt^"tboi^itufivoniB hudictionai) 

•^rosaaaaao.] 
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piece in Westmiutei^hall, that i«, in formal lan¬ 
guage : but in coi^<m iangui^ it ia anderstood tf 
mean prose.** Jokvsok. (And here was one df 
the many instances of his knowing deariy and tell¬ 
ing exactly how a thing is), “ A pamphlet is under* 
stood in o(Hninim langus^ to mean prose, only from 
this, that there ia so much more prose written 
poetry; as when we say a book, prose is nadmstood 
for the same reason, though a book may aa well be 
in poetry as in prose. We ui^erstand what is most 
general, and we name what is less firequent*' 

We talked of a^ady*8 verses on Ireland. Miss 
Reybolds. Have you seen them. Sir?** JoHir* 
SON. ** No, Madam; 1 have seen a translatton from 
Horace, by one of her daughters. She shoved It 
me.** Miss Reynolds. “And how was it, Sir?*’ 


Johnson. “ Why, very well, for a young miss’s 
verses; that is to say, compared with exeellmice, 
nothuig; but very w^, for the person who wrote 
them. I am vexed at being shown verses in that 
manner.” Miss Reynolds. “ But if riiey should 
be good, why not give them hearty praise ? ” John¬ 
son. “ Why, Madam, beowse I have not got 
the better of bad humour from having been shown 
them. Yon must oonrider, MadMs,'he£B(rehaBd, 
titey may be. ^d as as good. Nobody has a 
right to ^^another ah^ such a difficulty, ffiat be 
must ei^ar person by tellii^ (he tnrth, or 

hurt hims^ by t^iqgwhat is not trttd** BoswxLb 
“ A man often shows his wrirings to pepjHe of emi. 
nence, to obtain from riwimj either from their good* 
nature, or from thw not being able to tcU the trudi 
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inidy* * oonBendation, of which be auj afterward! 
•tail hinadf*" JoaNaoH. ** Very true, Sir. There¬ 
for the mo who ii aahcd by an author, what he 
thiidt! of hi* work, is put to tAr torture, and is not 
obliged to speak the truth; so that what he says is 
Mt considered as his opinjpn; yet he lias said it. 
tod cannot retraet it; and this author, wTien man¬ 
kind are hunting him witli a canister at his tail, run 
aqr, * I would not have published, had not Johnstm, 
or Jleynolds, <w Muagrare, or some other good jiKl^^e, 
commended the woj^’ Yet I consider it aa a v<>ry 

question in eonscienoe, Miether one should 
adrise a man not to puMiab a work, if profit be his 
eljeet; for a man may say, * Had it not been for 
you^ I should hare had the money.’ Now you can¬ 
not be sure; f<w you have only ycur own opinion, 
and the paUic may think vi>ry difftrently.** Sib 
JosmiA j^TvoLos. ** You mtist upon such an oc- 
easoo have two judgments; one as to the real value 
of dte work, the other as to what may please the 
generri toile at the time.” JomtsoN. '* But you 
can hBjun of nether; and therefore I should scruple 
omch to give a suppressive vote. Botii OoldBmi^’s 
eomedies were oace rafased; his first by Garrick, 
hk second by Cdman, who was prevvled on at kgt 
much sidicitati<m, say, a kind of force, to biing 
it OS. His * Vkar of Wakefidd’ I myself did not 
tfaidk woidd have had mneh success. H was wrHttm 
Wd ffsM to a‘bocdudfor before his * Traveler,’ hat 
paMfched affor; ao Utile e^ect^inn had the botdE- 
aeOer ftom it. Had it been sold after * The Tfh* 
veller,* he might have had twice as much moa^ for 

4 
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t, though sixtf guin^ wm no meu) price. The 
bookseller had the advantage of Goldamith’t repu¬ 
tation from ' The Traveller’ in the sale, though 
(loldsmith had it not in selling the copy.” Sib 
Joshua Rkynolds. ** The Beggar’s 0pm afibrds 
a proof how strangely ^>ople will difl^ in opinion 
about a literary performance. Burke thinks it has 
no merit” Johnsoh. “ It uas refused by one of 
the houses; but I should have thought it would 
succeed, not from any great excellence in the wri¬ 
ting. but from ilte novelty, and the general spirit 
and gaiety nf tht^^^iece, whicli keeps the audience 
always attentive, and dismisses them in good hu« 
i^our.” 

We went to the drawing-room, where was a con¬ 
siderable increase of company. Several of us got 
round Dr. Johnson, and complained that he would 
not give us an exact catalogue of his works, that 
there might be a complete edition. He smiled, and 
evaded our entreaties. That he intended to do it, 
I have no doubt, because 1 have heard him say so; 
and I have In my posvssion an imperfect list, &uiy 
wntten out, whi^ he entitles ffutoria StucUonm. 
I once got iVom one of his friends a list, which there 
was {vetty godd reason to suppose was accurate; ibr 
it was written down in bis presence this friend, 
adko enumerated catA artiele aloud, and had some 
af them mentioned to*him by Mr. Levett, in conceit 
kith whom it was made out; and JohnsoBi who 
Jlaard all rids, did not eosttadict it But when 1 
•bowed a copy of this list to him, and mentioned 
the evidence for its exactness, ho laughed, and sai^ 
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** I was wQUng to let them co on as they pleasedt 
and never intofered." Uponwhich 1 read it to him, 
artiela by article, and got him potdUvely to own or 
refuse; and then, having obtaiuoil certainty so far, 
1 got some other articles eonftrmed by him din^*!))'. 
■od, aftenraids, from time to tune, made additions 
under his sanction. ^ 

His friend, Edward Cave, having been mentionrfi, 
he told us, “ Cave used to sell ten thousand of ' I'he 
Gentleman’s Magarine ;* yet such was then his nil' 
ftute attention and anxiety that the sale slioukl not 
suffer the imdlcst decrease, tbatehe would name a 
particular person who he heard had talked of leaving 
off the Magazine, and would say, < IM ns have 
something good next month.’”(‘) 

It was observed, that avariee was Inherent in some 
di^KNdtions. Jornsok. ** So man was burn a 
miser, because no man was bom to posses<iioD. 
Every man is bom m/Mdus ~ desirous pf getting; 
bot not oforM—dotiruus of kccfung." Boswzll. 

1 have heard old Mr. Shcfidan maintain, with 
umoh ingenuity, that a complete misur b a happy 
■MS: a nuser who gives himself wholly to the one 
pasrion of saving.” Johnsow. “ That » flying 
In the faee of aD the wmid, who have called an ava> 
fieious man a m s s sr , because he b mberalde. No, 
Sir; a man who both spends and saves money u the 
happiest aaa, because he has1>oth enjoyments.” 

oonveiutioo havii^ turned on 6oii mstti ho 
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quoted, from one of the Ana^ on exquisite instaaoe 
of flattery in a nuud O 4 honour in France, vho h»mg 
asked by the queen what o’clock it was, answered, 
« What your majesty pleases.” (‘) He admitted that 
Mr. Burke’s classical pun (S) upon Mr. Wilkes’s 
being carried on the Moulders of the mob^ 

ft ' 

■ II —— numeriique fcrtur 

Legeiolutu,” 

was admirable; and though he was strong^ unwill¬ 
ing to allow to that extraordinary man the talent of 
wH (^), he also laughed with approbation at another 
* of his playful cohbcHs; which was, that Horace 
has in one line given a description of a good deiiip- 
blenianor:— 

* £a SMdHi in rebui, suDt ccni dsnique jtae* / 
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'Madune, llieuK qu’il pura a tptre majeite."* Menage tdls 
H as # pltamUry ofM. a#Uidt} but U. de Is Moaiwiye 
that this duka wa» rwnaAsble rarna*eaMBtsndbluodert,Mdww 
s kind of 6vit, to wbooi the wiu of the court UMd to attribute sU 
maiur of absuiditi^ — C. 

(a) See. mu, VoL IV. p. SS. *• C. 

fa) See Uiis question fltUv ioveatigited in the notee upon the 
* Joimel of a TtBir to the Hdirldea," sat^ Vol. IV. ^ S8. W 
ug. And ber^ es a l^vyer stiadAil ^ the inaxiiD Aram empu 
tmeok 1 cannot forbear to mention, that the addiliooal note, 
he gfamin g whb •* I find atace the fbnncir edhiofii** ie not mine, 
but Ufa Mliginidy ftitnitbcd by Mr. Maloow who was so kind 
as tmnpMtBtet& foe ivom while I was in Scotland, and foe flm 
pertdr.theiaeoBd edhioo waa prinflng. He woild not allow 
aie tq aa«m It to its mm aafoor} but, aa it la esqidiitely 
11^00114 el^Mt, 1 tm fohi opporUndQ^ wifoeut Ina knq^ 
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^ is to say, a modus as to the tithes and certain 
dms." (0 * 

He olMeiTed, ** A man cannot with propriety 
speak of himself, except he relates simple fects; as, 

* 1 was at Richmond:' or what depends on mensu¬ 
ration ; as, < 1 am six feet high.' He b sure he has 
been at Riohmond; he is tom he is six feet high; 
bat he cannot be sure he is wise, or that he has any 
other ezeeUenee. Then, all eexHure of a map’s self 
is oblique praise. It is in O'der to show bow much 
he can spare. It has all the invidiousness of self- 
praise and all the reproach of ^falsehood.” Bos- 
WKLL. " Sometimes it may proceed from a man's 
strong consciousnesb of his fhults being observ^. 
He knows that others would throw him down, and 
therefore he .had better Ue down softly uf his own 
accord.” 

• 

(l) Tbtfi •! bothMvt Bindley ud Dr* Ketmejr haTt obMmd 
is Iba motto to ** An InqoirT into CMSUtmm BstaU* tad 
Ttna^ RJ^t% kc *; wMi some Ckuisidetatioiii m rmirtinlim 
«cessi?e by £vervd Fieetirood, Eso* Oro^ 1781* But 

U ts, prcdubl;, 0 aiero emacidei^ Mr. Bur^ aom 

emr toot poDpUite—Mi 
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^ 3Vwo.- 

Hatntir.—Adam HmJh. - Foti •^Voitairt^r-^Hwry 
Bi«tory. — Mfid&r\t *i i »!•» -iSjme — — 

OU As«. Dr^Hbii >ui/n. — .i^dtton. Ckuiest 
Lanffvi^. — Intfres' Jfvnr^,—- Inin;'>uitvm — 

VirtM uhJ Vt v.— f'ht JiaL — Lord 
^arrhmont. — ** 7 Va/*i/ >re,‘’ - House of Vtns. — 
Evft's ** Unitrrsal Prflyw.’*——> Parw» 
Ford's (ihost.-^ Lord Clive. 


Oh TucMidj, April he eug&ged to diuc &t 
General PaoH's, where, as I have already obac'^ed, 
1 waa atiU oBtertaiut'd in clotcant hoapitolity, oiid 
with all the eaae and cnrntort of a home. 1 culled 
on him, and aeeompanicu him in a hai kncy-oxicb. 
We etupped first at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into 
which he went to leave a tcucr, ** with good n«i^a 
for a poor mmi in dutreas," as he told me. I did 
not question him partioutariy as to this. He him¬ 
self ofto# resembM Lady Bulbgbroko'a Uvel, de- 
aoiptiMi of : fiiat ** he waa wi poUtigue o« t 
cksm tt mm rmtsf He would eay, ** 1 dine to- 
^^roaine&oftoquaro ;** rim might be with a 
pfttbep% t* 1 dine fecxday at the other end 
ihi** ^ A genrieman of groat eminence 
Ttm .irft,. w 




jroiinoir* 




* 
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m 

tftHtd Ea kmd (IdH keep 

9mtm^ m «QP^«etaie: Onw %iigfcw pm 
M. 1 Mere I revtiued 0 dW]N|ie 
iM fitnA, to vttM tke nore freetf nd 

then §erf of M« Meode. Wo atoppod 
aipua at \ncgBiali*«, ike nfiU-knovB top-ikop to Si. 
Jmof'* Street, at tlie aomer of St Jamaa'a Flaeot lo 
%]uok te bad been directed, bat not dearie* tot 
Jie nMwi about aome tnae, and oouU aotftad it 
at ftnt; and arid, “ To direct one oolf to a oovaer 
•bop li iojfiiiff with one.*' 1 sjippoaed be mebat 
(bb al a {day upon the word topj it w«i the dni 
Aose that 1 know bun stoop to snob ^»ovt riitor 
be bad been aetoe tune to the ibop, be Mat ior mM 
to opme o«t of tbeMcb, and help hiHi to choose a 
pato of rilver bogles, af those he M irae too saaQ. 
PrriMdf tbb alteration ut dress had been caggestod 
by Mn- by Maowating with wbcua, hia as- 
%mri .tuyaraaoe wu much improfed. So got 
britoi dUdbea; and the dark ctdour, from whtoh he 
lanrer Aviated, was enlieeacd bj ^Kstol buttona. 

^ ware much better; and» daitog their 
ttoM ioi JFVasee, he was fondlbed with a Ibili* 
’ flrikl of handMMoe cosstrooteoif*) 

' «hDQsiag of sUtm buekkt was a 

irid ho, << I wiU aot 4ie UMom 







** TsiJTMftx waro. 


" m 

tmet hx HsMod; aad I vKl gtreao inard 
tfaHttAfialnaafbrapak" Saab w.oro the princ^i 
of the barisQM; aai» after awne enninatioo, he 
MM Stted. jU Mre diove 1 fooxtd in e 

taikiag htt&ioKr, ol which 1 aveilrd oiyecdf. 9o»- 
wtUM ** I wee this mcHpilng ia Bidleg!• Sir; 

end wis tdd* that the coUoctioB ceiled ‘Jpimo- 
luMuf,' (1) had s(4d very moch.** Joavtoa. *' Yet 
the * Joantey to the Hrhridos' hea not hedm great 
sale." (*) Boswata. ** That is streege.** Jogif- 
8oa« Yes, Sir ;^for is that book 1 have (oM the 
WqiM agraat deal that they did sot know before.” 

Bo&watL. ** I druk ehoocdata. Sir. this ttOt^ 
iuf with Mr. EM; and. to my no sautU ssifdhib^ 
fbuod him to1)ea Staffi/rdt^^ lYArg, a being whlilfa 
I did not belm had e^sted.” Joaasoak ** 
lhei« iM tawils ia all oountries.” BoewntL* *^,Ela 
■iSdth 7*0fy was % eieature gonerated belweeh 
Jonng panoH and mo's gmodmolber.” jonoaci^ 
** And 1 have ahiays ss^ the MnA VJktf waa ftw 
DevQ.” DbadrgUrk ** He oertainly wee, 8hr« The 
Devil wae hofiiideti* oC aoboid^^ 

fint who lesh^ j^Obairt— V 

(t) fl|Wsid^ 1 |il.Yi 




Si srnwt MMBsot wwi wsie 


p antt d BMs tM 
<-*JSU>i4itLao(her 
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‘ Better to reign in b^U, ihai)i;<«.'n'u in heaven.* ” . 

At General PanU'f) Hore Sir Joshua Keynohlat 
Mr. Langton, MarcUcseGberardi of Lombardy, and 
Mr. John SpoUiswoodc the younger) of Spottis' 
wooiicC), Ihe solicitor. At tui» time fears of uii 
invasion wt-rc circulated ;t*to obviate which Mr. 
Spottiswoode observed, tliat Mr. f'raiitir, the engi« 
iterV) w ho had lately come from Dunkirk, said, tlmt 
the French liad the same fears of u.s. Joiiksuv. 
** It is thus that mutual cowardice keeps us iti peace. 
Were one half of mankind bravt:(.aad one half cu\v> 
ai’ds, the brave would be alwoys beating the eowartls. 
Were all brave, they would b-ad a very uneasy life; 
u!' would be continually fighting: but being aii 
cowards, we go on very •well.’' 

We talked of drinking wine. Johkson. ** I 
ccquirc winn, only when I am alone. 1 bavo then 
ofum wished for it, and often taken it’* Sfottis* 
woODE. “ Wbat, by way of a companion, Sir?” 
.loiissoN. “ To get rid of myself, to send myBclf 
aw ay. Wine gives great pleasure; and every plea¬ 
sure is of itself a good. It is a good, unless coun- 
terba)||0|ted by evil. A man may have a strong 
reason hot to drink wine; and that may be greater 
than the pleasure. Wine makes a man better pleased 
with himself. 1 do not say that it maizes him more 

n) In ibe pnraAcology of Scc^laD<}|‘‘I should have stid* Mr« 
Jtdui Spottis>f(K>dC| the youngcT) ikot kutw 

ttmt t^nne. of the word verj well, and hav thus axpJaJiifid it m 
hK ** Dictionarj I0r» ** It also ci^lflea 
AfttcktntMh ^tk(U itkf denotes a genUetoaa whpac aurnamo* aud 
the tiths of fiia eftaU: arc the aame.*^ 
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j>l«‘Qsinj; to othos’s. Sometimes it does. But the 
danger is, that while u nian grows better jtloaKed 
with himself, he may he growing less pleusing to 
others. (') Wine gives a luaa notliing. It iieitiifr 
giv<‘P him knowJrKige nor wit; it only animatos a 
1I1.U), and i tinblt'S him to bring out wliat a dread ol 
til- c<nripany has rfpres®'*<l. It only puts iu niollon 
svlut has }>een locked up in frost. But this may i»c 
good, or it may be bad.” .Si'Ottiswoode. “ iio, 
Sir, w ino is a' key which opens a box; but this box 
.may he either full or empty?” .Iohnson. **Kay, 
Sir. eonversation^is the key: wine is a picklock, 
which Airces open the box, and injures it. A man 
sj^ould cultivate his mind so as to have that conti- 
doncr and rCiOdiness without wine, which wine giv»tfi.‘' 
Boswki.l. “ The great difficulty of resisting wine 
is from benevolence. For instance, a good worthy 
man B>>ks you to taste bis wine, which be has had 
twenty years in his cellar.” JonNsuN. Sir, all 
this notiun about benevolence arises ironi a man’ii 
imagining himself to bo of more iniportnitco to otlicr.-^ 
than be re;d!y is. They don’t care a farthing whctlu v 
ho drinks wine or not” Sir Joshua Ueyx'oj.os. 
•* Yes, they do for the time.” Joukson. “ F.ir 
the time t If they care tliis minute, they forget it tlie 
next And as for the good worthy man, how do 
you know he is good and worthy ? No good and 

0) It ia observed in “Waller’s Life," In the “Biograchix 
Bruaatuca," chat be drank onljr water; and that while he sni m 
A company wbo were driokiDi; wine* be had the dexterity tu 
accorrmooate his discourse to the pitch of theirB as it ru’Ur*” If 
excess In drtnleloii; be mouth the rcroark » acutely justi But 
Ajrely a modcrato use of wiao gives a gaiety of tpints which 
waterwdriokm know not 

ir 3 
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worthy man will insist upon another man’s drinking 
wine. As to the wine twenty years in the cellar, — 
of ten men, three say this, merrJy because they must 
say something; tiirce are telling a lie, when they 
say they have bad the ^ine twenty years; three 
would ratlicr save the wine; one, perhaps, cares. 1 
allow it is Mtmethitig to plefse one’s company; and 
people are always pleased with those who j»artake 
pleasure with them. But after a man has brought 
himsrdf to relinquish the great personal pleasure 
which anses from drinking wine (i), any other con¬ 
sideration is a trifle. To please oi^hers l>y drinking 
wine, is something only, if there be nothing against 
it. 1 should, however, be sorry to offend worthv 
mon: — 

“ Curst bo fhe Terse, bow well soe'er it flow, 

That tends to mske one worthy tnan my lufl*' " 

B0SWE1.L. “ Cuist be the spritiff, the waster.'' 
Johnson. “ But let us consider what a sod thing 
it would be, if we were obliged to drink or do any 
thing else that may happen to be agreeable to (ho 
company whore we arc.” Langton. “ By the 
same rule, you must join witli a gang of ent-purses.’* 
Johnson. Yes, Sir; but yet we must do justice 
to udue; we must allow it the power it possesses. 
To make a man pleased with himself, let me tell 
yon, is doing a very great thing; 

panic vohaD^ cl twbh wrere esri."*. 

T was at this time mja^f a w^er-drinker, upon 

(l) See emti, VeL 1. p. US, and Vc^ VI. p^ IflS.'—O.. 
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trial> by Johnson's recommendation. JoiivsoN. 
** Boswell is a bolder combatant than Sir Jo<>bua: 
he argues for wine'Without the help of uinc; but 
Sir Jof>hiia with it," Sir Joshua Heyvolds. 

But to please one’s company is a strong motive.' 
JoHKSOK (who, from drinking only water, suppcAc-i 
every body who dninktvvine to be elevated), “ I 
won't argiic any more with you, Sir. Vou arc too 
far gone." Sir Joshua. “ I should have thought 
so indeed, Sir, had I lo^dc such a speech a^- you 
have now dune." Johnson (drawing himself in, 
and, I really thought, blushing). “ Nay, don’t be 
angry. 1 did not mean to oHend you." S i u J 0 £> h ua . 
*^At first the taste of wine was dls^rccable to me; 
but L brought myself to drink it, that 1 niighUbe 
like otlier people. The pleasure of drinking wine 
is so connected with pleasing your company, that 
olto^ethcr there is something of social goov^ucss in 
it” Johnson. “ Sir, tliis is only saying the same 
thing over again." Sir Joshua. “ No, thU Is 
new," Johnson, ** You put it in new woihIs, but 
it is an old thought. This is one of the. disadvan* 
ti^es of wine, it mak^.'s a man mistake words for 
thoii^hts,” Boswkul. “ I think it is a new tltmight; 
at l^st, it is in anew«i(f>^c." Johnson. “Nay, 
Sir, it is only in a new coat; or an old coat u ith a 
new racing." Then laughing heartily; “ It is IIjn 
old dog la the new doublet An extraordinary in- 
stance, however, may occur where a man’s patron 
win do nothing for 1^, unless' he will drink: Mers 
maj be a good reason for drinking." 

K 4- 
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I ntrntioned a noHU'mMi, who I 'believed was 

’» 

really uneasy, if his company would not drink hard. 
JoiiKsoN. “ That is from having had people about 
him whom he has been aeeiistomed to eommand." 
lloswEJ.a. “ Supposing I rIiouM bo 
him at tabic?’' Johnson. “ Sir, there is no more 
rcRScn f«)r your drinking wfth him^ than his being 
sober with yoif.’’ Bosu ej.l. “ Why, that is true; 
for it would do him less hurt to bo sober, than it 
wouhl do me to got drunk.” Johnson. “ Yes, 
Sir; and from wliat 1 have heard of him, one would 
not wish to fuicrifiee hintsolf to a man. If ho 
must always have somebody to drink with hlni, he 
should buy a slave, and then he would he sure to haye 
it. 'They who submit to ilrink as another pleases, 
make themselves his slaves.” Boswell. “ But, 
Sir, vou will sundv make allowance for the diUv of 
hospitality. A gentJcinan who loves drinking, come.s 
to visit me." Jounsox. “ Sir, a ntan knows whom 
ho visits; he conics to the table of a sober mnru’^ 
Bosw'ell. “ But, Sir. you and I should not have 
been so w'ell ren€ivc*d in the Highlands and Hebridea, 
if I bad nut drunk with our w'orthy friends. Had 1 
drunk water only as you did, they would not have 
been so cordial.” Johnson. “ Sir Wiliiam‘Temple 
mentions, that In his travels through the Nether* 
lands he had two or three gentlemen with him ; and 
when a bumper was nt cessary, be put it on them. 
Were 1 to travel again through the islands, I would 
have Sir Joshua with me to take the bumpen/' 
1io:»wfiLi.. “ But, Sir, let me putacase. Suppose 
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Sir Joshua .<:houId tal^c a Jaunt into Scotland; he 
docs me the honour to ]>ay roe a vl>It at imv house 
in the country; I am overjoyed at aeoiiig him ; we 
an, fjuitc* by ouiwlvtis: shall 1 unsociably and churl- 
LsjJy let him sit drinking by himself? No, no, my 
(!c;ir Sir Joshua, you shall not be treated so; 1 will 
take a Iwtlk with vou.’ l 

T'u- fflcbratfd Mr>. Uudd (') bciug mentioned ; 
Johnson. “ hiftcen year.-; ago, 1 shotildliave gone 
Ut ^ee her.” Si'orTtswooot:. “ IJccause she was 
fifto<'n years younger?” Joiinsok. “ No, Sir; 
but now they lit^e a trick of putting every thing 
into iJtc newspapers.” 

begged of Cioueral l‘aoh to rtijn-at one of the 
in?to<bu‘t(jn' stanzas of the first booh of Tasii*»'s 
Jovu,Salem,” w Iiieh he rlid; and then Johnson found 
fiuill with the .‘•imile »>f sweetening tl»e edges of a 
cup Air a child (• ), iK'ing transferred from Lucretius 
into an epic poem. The general said he did not 
iiuagiiie Homer's poetry was so ancient as is sup¬ 
posed, because In* ascribes to a (ircek colony cir- 
C/Umstaiiccs of rcfiDeuient not Ihund in Greece itself 
at a later period, when Thncydiflcs wrote. John¬ 
son. «1 recolhtct but one passage quoted fay Thu- 
c\'dides from Homr.r, whicli is not to Iw found in 
our oopi<ie of Homer’s worics; 1 am for the antiqnity 
of Homer, and think Uiat a Grecian colony, by being 

( 1 ) Soc VoL VI. p. 80 .—C. 

rt]a*l«]l'etra ftndul poniano Mcmi 
Lh MiT« ihmr |rU orti M tMo: 

«nun tnsAmiito iatKhN>M tsev«^ 
l!»(la]l*togAi«iMMio viuric«Te.-*C«ntoi »&} 
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nearer Pereia, mlglitbemorc refined than themoUier 
country.’* 

On Wednesday, April iK)., I dined srith him at 
Mr. Allan Ramsay's ('), where were Lord Binning, 
Dr. Robertson, tliu hUtoririn, Sir Joshua Reynolchs 
and the Honourable Mrs. l]oscawt‘n(-), widow of the 
Admiral, aud mother of tbt> present V''i5C.ount FaU 
mouth; of whom, if it be not pr«>sumptuous in me 
to praise her, I would say, tlmt her manuera are the 
most agreeable* and her conversation the bmt, of 
any lady with whom 1 ever liad the happiness to be 
acquainted. Before Joha.s(m caro<% we talked a good 
deal of him. Uainsay said, he bad always found 
him a very polite man, and that he treated him wi^h 
respect, which ho did very sincerely. 1 said, 
1 worshippinl him. Kubertsox. But some of 
you spoil him: you shoaM not worship him; you 
should worship no man." lioswELL. ^ ] cannot 
help worshipping him, he is so mneli superior to 
other men.” Kobrutsok. In criticism, and iu 
wit and conversation, he is, no doubt, very excellent; 
but in'other respects he is not above other mep ; he 
will believe any thing, and will strenuously defend 
the most minute circumstance connected with the 
church of England.” Boswell. Believe me, 
Doctor, you arc much mistaken as to this; (or when 
you talk with him calmly in private, he is very 

4 

a 

( 1 )'(The ton of the poet. Seeant^, Vol. 111. 

(e) Preaoa, dsuf(bter of William Enljn GleDviUi^ Em., 
nanted. in nee, to Adminl Boeawen. Sue died ia 1806.—.c. 
— (See assy intermting pewa g ea io the Memoiraof Hsnivih 
More.] 



£tAT. G9» 


ADAM SMITH. 


187 


liberal in his way of ^^unking.” Robertsok. ” He 
and I have been always vory gracious: the firet 
time 1 met him was one evening at Straban’s when 
he hatl just had an unlucky altercation with Adam 
Smitli (’), to whom he had been bo rough, that 
Strahan, after Smith wa« gone, hail remonstrated with 
him, and told liirn that! was coming soon, and that 
he was unea^iy to tliink that he might bcluive in the 
same manner to mo. ‘ No, no. Sir (»<ud Jolinson), 
I warrant you Koberison and I shall do very well.' 
Accordingly he was gentle and good*humoured and 
courteous with ufe, the whole evening; and ho has 
been so upon every occasion that we have met since. 
J^ave often said (iaughing). that J have been iu a 
great measure indebted to Smith for my goal we» 
ception.” Boswelc.. His power of reasoning is 
very strong, and he has a peculiar art of drawing 
cliaractcrs, which is as rare as good portrait ptdnt- 
iog.” Sir Joshua IIeynoi.j>s. ♦* Ho is undoubt¬ 
edly admirable in tliis; but, in order to mark the 
characters which he draws, he overcliatges them, 
and gives people more thw they really have, 
whether of good or bad." 

No soon(w did he, of whom wc had been thus 
talking so easily, arrive, than wc were all as quiet 
ns a school upon die entrance of the bead-me^tcr; 
and we very soon sat down to a table covered with 
such variety of good things, as contributed not a 
little to &pose him to be pleased. 

V 

(1) This, probiiblT, was tb* sceoe, tiw exaggention or mis 
rcpfimitatioB et wbich mar have giren rise to Frofeifior Mil¬ 
ler's scaadakw aaaedota. See tmU, Voh V. p. 11& — C. 
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Ramsay. <‘l am old enough (')to hate been a 
contemporary of P«j>»\ His poetry was highly 
admired in his life-tiiius more a great deal than 
after bU death.*' Joiivsos. “ Sir, it has not been 
less admired sineo his death; no authoi's ever iiad 
fro much fame in rlicir o'wn Ufc>tiinn as Pope and 
V«»ltairc ; and Pope’s poetr/ has been as much ad- 
niirr-d hince his deatii as during his life: it has only 
not beeii asmuch talkc<l of; but tiiat is on log to its 
beitig now more distant, and people having other , 
writings to talk of. Virgil is less talked of than 
Pope, and Homer is less talked ofVJtan Virgil; but 
tiiey are not less admired. We must read wliat the 
world reads at the moment It has been maintain^ 
that t' is superfetation, this teeming of the press in 
modem tunes, is ])rejudicial to good litcraturei be¬ 
cause it obliges us to read ro muck of what is of in¬ 
ferior value, in order to be in the fashion ; so that 
better works arc neglected for want of tiipe, be¬ 
cause a man will have more grati^catiou of his 
vani^ in conversatioa, from having read modem 
botdts, tbtui from having read tlie best works of 
antiquity. But it must be considered, that we have 
now more knowledge generally diffused: our 

ladies road now, which is a great eAtensioo. Mo¬ 
dern wnters are the moons of literature; tliey shino 
with reflected light, with light borrowed from the 
ancients. Greece appears to me to be the foun¬ 
tain of knowledge; Rome of elegance.** Ramsay. 

**1 supptMe Homers *lliad* to be a collection of 

✓ 

(1) Mr.RanistywsiaboutJohmoa’aige.—Cf 
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jiieccs wliich had bpMi MTitten before his ti:nG. I 
siiuuld like to see a trajislation of it in poc-tiuol 
prose, like the book of Iluth or Job.” Hodektsox. 

Would you, Dr. Johnson, who are a master of the 
EnplUh laiiguapc, but try your haml upon a fjurt 
of it.” Johnson. "Sir, you would not read it 
without the phiasurc or verse. ”(*) 

We talked of antujnarian n-searciics. Joiixiiox. 
'‘All that is icaJIy kntucn of the onoieiit stale 1 / 
Britain is contained in a few pa^os. We can know 
no more than what the old wrilerK have told us; yet 
what large boots have wc u})on it, the whole of 
which, excepting such parts .ts are taken from those 
laid writers, is all a di'cam, such ns Whitaker's ‘ Mq»' 
Chester.’ I have heard Henry's ‘ History of IWffliu’ 
ttell spoken of; I am told it is curried on in '^epa* 
rate divisions-, as the civil, the military, the. njligious 
liistory. 1 wish much to have one branch well 
done, aiul tiiat is Uie hL-tory of maitncrs, of com* 
mon life.” Uodiirtson. “ Henry should have a)>- 
pUed his attention to that alone, which is cnongh 
for any ittan; and he might have found a great 
deal scattered iu various books, had he read solely 
with th^ view. Henrj’ erred in not sdling his first 

(]) This experimeot, which MaiSanK' Ehcicr made in vsip, 
has since been tried ia oar own Un^niagc, hy the editor of “ 0!>- 
sHUiand vro must either think very ineanfv of ins abilities, or 
allow (bat Dr. Johnson was in the ri^ht. Afirt Mr. Cowper. a 
nian of real pp-'nius, has tniscrably Ault^ in his biank-rersu trans 
Jution, It M t)ie fashion to call ('owner’s a xniseraiile 

failure, and by thcaideof Pope’sihnadousbnlnancy itund<Mibt> 
«tly seems deficient in povHw spiciulour; yet it is certainly (he 
nearest poitmit wo haW <rf Honer, and the more one reads it, 
the better it seems. — C. lass. 
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volume at a moderate price to'the booknctlers, that 
they might havf*'pu:j!H^d him on till he had got re¬ 
putation. 1 sold ray ' History of Scotland* at a 
moderate prie<s ns a work by which the bookst'Uers 
might cither gain or not; and CadcU has told mC) 
that Miller and he have got six thousand pounds 
by iL I afterwards received a much higher price 
for my writings. An author should sell his first 
work fur wttat the booksellers will give, till it shal' 
appt^ whether he is an author of merit, or, which 
is the same thing as to purcliaso-money, an authc^ 
who pleases the public.*' '' 

Dr. Robt^rtson expatiated on the character of a 
emtain nobleman (‘); that he wns ouc of the stroQj}- 
cst-imAded men that ever lived; that he would sit 
in company rjuitc sluggish, while there was nothing 
to edd forth his iutf.llectual sigour; but the mo* 
ment that any importaut subject was started, for 
instance, how this country is to be defended against 
a French invasion, he would rouse himself, and 
show his extraordinary talents, with the most pow> 
ei^ abiUty and animation. Jounsdn. “ Yet this 
man cat his own throat. The true strong and sound 
miod &e mind that can embrace equally grwat 
things and small. Now, I am told die King of 
Prussia will say to a sorrant, * Bring me a botdc of 
6oeh a wine, which came in snch a year; it lies in 
aUch a corpM' of the cellaiw.’ I would have a mah 
gnat in gneat tilings, and elegant in little things." 
He JK2d to me afterwards, when we were by our* 

(i) Lord Clive. ~C. 
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Helves, ‘‘Robertson fras in b mighty romantic hu* 
mour; he talked of one whom he did not know; but 
I doicned him with the King of Prussia.” Ves, Sir," 
•liid I, “ you threw a bottle at his head." 

An ingenious genthmian rbs mentioned, coacers- 
ing whom both Robertson and Ramsay agreed tfiat 
he had a constant firmness of mind; for, after a 
laborious day, and amidst a multiplicity Qf cares, 
dhd anxieties, he would ait down with his 
and i>e quite cheerful oihI good-humoured. Sutdi a 
di>posit>uu, it ROs ubscrveil, was the htqipy gift 
nature. Joii.vsok. “ I do not think so : a man has 
from nature a certain portion of mind; the use he 
taokt s of it dc[>ond8 upon his own free wUL That 
a man has always titc same firmness of mind^Tdo 
not say: because every man feels his mind leas 
fimi at one time than another; bull think, a man's 
being in a good or bad humour depends upon his 
I, hou'cvcr, could not help thinking tiiat a 
mmi's humour is often uncontroUablo by his will. 

Johnson harangued against drinking wine. ■** A. 
man,” saiil he, “ may choose whethn* he will have 
abstemiousness and knowlc<lge, or claret and lgno> 
ntnee." Dr. Robcrts<»n (who is very caxn}mniohi* 
aide) was beginning to dissent os to proscrip¬ 
tion of claret. Johkson (with a placid smile). 
“ Nay, Sir, you shall not differ with me; as I have 
said tltat the aum is most perfect who takes in the 
most things, I am for knowledge and daret.” Ho- 
BBRTBOK (holding a glass of generous olarct in his 
hand). “ Sir, I can only drink your health.” John- 
SON. ** Sir, I should be aorry if yov should be 
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rvex ill such a state an to br* able to do nothing 
won’.” IlouERTsoN. Df. Johnson, allow me to 
say, that in one respect I have the adrantagp of 
vou; when von were in ''fetland you would not 
come to bear any of our piN-achi rs; whereas, wlien 
I am here, I attend your jtubrw? worship without 
scrujile, and, indeed, with great satisfaction.’* John- 
SON*. “Wliy, Sir, that is not •;« t xtraordinary: the 
King of Slam sent atnbas<<adoi'< to Loni^the Four¬ 
teenth, but I/Oub the Fuurtrenth sent none to tio’ 
King ofSiara.'’(>) 

Here my friend for once discovered a want of 
knowletlgc or forgetfuhieas; for Louis tlie Four- 
te(‘iith did scud an embassy to the King of Siam ( / 
aniTttiV! Abb6 Choisi, who wan employed in it, jiu’o- 
lisbed an account of it in two volumes. 

Next day, Thursday, April 30. (•’), 1 found liim 


(1) Mrs. Piu 22 i ronfi<)ciit1y mi»ntii>n& tliis hs >n 

Sccitlapd. » ^/wedoutf p« €(L 

(2) Th« Ahbi de Choisi was 5ont by ItOiiiu XIV. on an mi- 
bassy to tbo King of Siani ta 16K:;, with a ww, h bas brcn 

to roQverC th« king of the muntry to C*hhsi4.iiiity»» M.— Tius 
Chevalier ie Cbaumonl tiu* airba^^or: the Abbe de 
Choiin wdK» 95 JSoxwfli torivcily .staUs oniy etnpbniHJ in 
and it was in of this mission that th^ King or Siam sent 

hv embassy to ^ C« 

f^^ April 30. 2773. S>nce 1 wasfiicbodewayfrom Soreathaau 
theJcmnial (ofengagemeats; sUmIk thus: Sausrdas>SirJoshua^ 
Sunday, Mn lloole; Monday,* f^onl Kuean^ Tut^fday, Gen. 
Vn^ii Wednesday, Mr. J^ms»iy; Thurscfaiy, Old cailtj; 
Fhdavi ('iub; SsAirday, Sir Jo»haa| Sunday, l#ady Lucan. 
MobMy, piay let^ be SOvatbain, and very earif; do, now, Jet 
It lie early I for 1 may be carried away-.,yuat like Gany- 
rnede erf' Troy. « • • i>o» now, let me koow wKinber you 

H'iU tend for me-*-.early—on Mon^y. But take some care, 
or yoor letter wsU nut come till Twhiay.^' — io Mrs. 

Tkr<U^^ 'ilicre is a dinner girea at the Old DaUry to the 
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ar home by himself, ^ohksok. ** WtH, Sir, llam- 
«ay gave us a splendid dinner. I love Ramsay, 
fuu will net find a mait in whose conversation 
there is more instmetiun, more informatiun, and 
more elegance, than in Ramsay’s. Boswell. 
** What I admire in Ramsay, is Lis continuing to 
be ^o young.” Johns(|«'. "Why, yes. Sir, it is lo 
Ih.' admired. 1 value myself upon this, that there is 
nothing of the. old man in iny conversation. 1 am 
now sixty-eight, and 1 have no more of it than 
at tweiuy-eiglit.” Roswell. " But, Sir, would not 
you wish to knowold age? lie who is never an 
old man, does not know the whole of human life; 
for old age is one of the divisions of it" Johi^sok. 

.^ay, Sir, what talk is this ? ” Boswell. " Ijr^an, 
Sir, the Sphinx’s description of it: —morning, 
noon, and night I would know night, as well as 
morning and noon.” Johnson. " What Sir, would 
you know w'hat it is to feel the evils of old age ? 
Would you have the gout? W'ould you have de¬ 
crepitude ? ” Seeing him heated, 1 would not argue 
any farther; but I was confident that 1 was in 
the right 1 would, in due time, be a Nestor, an 
elder of »be people; tmd there tkouid be some d<f 
lercnce xtctween the conversation of tweoty-eig^l 
and sixty-eight (}) A grave jnetnre should n(A be 


coturnl, and a few ameta. The voierable Mr. Cha^ 
he^D Clarice, now jb hi* miMty'fint year, renMutoer* to hav« 
taken Johtnaon tkta Uiaiwr, he beia|t alMrif. 'Die judgea 
were BiackitloM aa4 £n« 9(^. ifrnitrr BtockWM* eoiwer^ 

Ob tlM BMMi U iH/ it (Hoa4i S(r ttobeit 

Oiimbtrsa ^ C. 


(l) Johnoob etebrl;lobut iutbor ttbn often elit- 
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goy. There is a serene, solemn, placid old age* 
Johnson. *‘Mrs. Thralls mother said of mo wbat 
flattered me much. A clergyman was corapkln- 
ing of want of society in the country where he 
IWed; and said, ^Tfaey talk of rwUs, (that is, young 
c^ows.) (>) . * Sir, (said Mrs. Salusbu^'), Mr. John¬ 
son would learn to talk o^' runts;' meaning that i 
was a man who would make the most of my situa- 
atioii, wliatcvcr I was.” He added, ** I think niysolf 
a very politn man.” 

On Saturday, May 2., I dined with him at Sir 
Joshua Reynolds’s, where there, was a very large 
company, and a great deal of convemation; but, 
owing to some circumstance which I cannot now 
r^r^flect, I have no record of any part of it, cxcb'pt 
that there were several jteople there by no means 
of the Johnsonian school; so tliat loss attiuliou 
was paid to him than usual, wdiich put him out of 


where mentiiinwl), that he had none of the liKtlefunen of old 
ftge; that btr hud f ht; »atne mini/f as fufmerlv } 

not that 8 mm of luiKlit dmvt in a public aaseinbiy 

with 88 much pn^^ty as he could at twentj^ught^ Hm cim* 
versaiion being rhe product of raueb varioua knowicdsei great 
aeu^enM, and eYrraordiruirv wit, waa equally weli fuilM to evenr 
pniod of life ; and as in fu« ycMitb it priibably did not eahibil 
my urdiecoroiivf levity, ao certainly in hK Ucar years U wat 
tots^ free from the garruUqr and querutouanesa ^ old agtw 

O) Such IS the aignideation of tbw word hi Srotlani, and, it 
abould aoetn, ia Waica. (See dinner in n.) But the hetfera 
of Scotland and Wales, when brouf^ to England, being atwaya 
•mallor than tboae of this country, the atird mni has acquired o 
fecondarr atme, and generally aignifiea a haifar diminutive in 
vita, atiuul beyutid tbe ordinary growth of that animal; and in 
thia aenae alone the word ia ackoowladged by Dr* Jobnaon ia 
hU Dktiotiary. - Me ^ ^ 
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humour: and upon ^somf* iinapnary offence (•) 
from me, be attMkcd me with ftiich rudeness, that 
I was vexed and angry, becauvi' it gave thoKe pcr« 
«<ons an opportunity of enlarging upon his supposed 
ferocity, and ill treatment of his best friends. 1 was 
eo much hurt, and had my pride so much roused, 
that I kept away from J|jm for a week; and, per- 
liaps. might have kept away much longer, nay, 
gone to Scotland without i<e( ing him again, had not 
we fortunatdy mot aiul iieen r»*concilod. To such 
unhappy chances are human friendships liable. 

Or Friday, .Mcy 8., 1 dined wdth him at Mr. 
Laugton’s. I was reserved and silent, which I sup- 
uose he perceived, and might recollect the cause. 
Affer dinner, when Mr. Laiigton was CHUe^„iPwt 
of the room, anU wc were by ourselves, he drew his 

(I) Lord WcDusIcy boi*n ho obliging bs to give me the 
foihming account of the cmise of this qnurrcl i ** li(»bu‘cU« one 
dev at Sir Jo»*huA'H labie, cho.«e to pronounce a high-flown pane* 
gync on the wiu of (^ueeu Aunv's reigu» ami eKclaimed, ^ How 
delightful It inuHt ha^e been to hare in ihcKHriety of l’ope« 
Swif^ Arbmhnot, Gay, ai;d DoHtigbroke! We have no ?.uch 
lu our daya' 6111 JoauuA. ‘ 1 thiuk^ liln Bonwall, yoti 
in^ht be Mtiafled wHh your great friends couvcrhatiuti/ JoHri* 
»oK« * Nay, Sir, ^swell w nght; every man wi.diek for pref^r^ 
ment» and if Boeu'cli had lit ini in thonc days ^ would hare 
obodned promotiDH** Sic JocHva. so, Sir?* JonKsoN. 

* Sir, he would have had a high place in ttu* DuhchkI/ This 
anecdote Lord Wellealey hoard from IVIr. Thomas STclenhani, 
who received it ttem Mr. Knight^ on the au^rity of Joshua 
Reynolds faunself.** It however, that tlus U but another 

veraion pf the r^iartee of the same kind, tn n^fercnce to the 
l 3 anciad» made u Sir Joelma’s pre%enc<^ though not at his 
house, some years brfore (aecent^ Viri. III. n. 80.)« John- 
son’H playful recewt seems so much iw offensive man Any others 
^at Boswell relatea himself to have endurod patiently, that it is 
improbable that be idibuld have resented it so dec|dj. The 
anecdote^ in p—f"g throngh the hands of Mr. Knight and Mr. 
Sydenham, may have lociJts true daie^ ami acquire mietbing 
Oeyand its true eiprcsaica. 

o 2 
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chair near to mme, and said, in a tone of coneUi- 
tiing courtesy, “WcU, how have yo4i done?" 
BoswBLt. ** Sir, you have made loe very uoeaay 
by your behaviour to me when we were last at & 
Jo^ua Keynolds’a You know, my dear Sir, no 
man has a greater req)ect and affection for you, or 
would sooner go to the d of the woHd to serve 
you. Now. to treat me ao—/* He insisted that 
1 had interrupted, which I assured him iras not the 
case: and proceeded But why treat me so be¬ 
fore people who neither love you nor me ?'’ John¬ 
son. ** Well, 1 am sorry for it. ,l 'll m^e it up to 
yon twenty different ways, as you please.” Boswell. 
**1 said to-day to Sir Joshua, when he observed 
ths^ou tossed me sometimes, 1 don't care Ifdw 
often or bow high he tosses me, when only friends 
aie |H%fien4 for then 1 fall upon soft ground ; but I 
do not like falliug on stones, which »the case when 
enemies are present 1 think this a pretty good 
image, Sir.” Johnson. Sir, it is one of the 
happiest 1 have ever heard.” (') 

The truth is, there was no venom in the woutds 
which he inflicted at any time, unless they were ir> 
ntated by some maHgnaot infusion by o&er bands. 
Ve were instantly as cordial again ns evec, and 
l^oteed in hearty laugh at some hi^erous but t» 
ihoeent peouliaritiee of one of our fiiendst Boa- 
hr»L. Do you think, 8ir, it is always culpakde to 

Ji^h at a atM to his face?” Jouhsov. ” Ijfhy, 

' ’ * * 

h) Tke siaidid^vatb which BosweU n>p«^ this <a|terjv 
mint thst k wei mdya peaot^^yii^ iiwrvdwnio. 
wriwir sod azBintei^ C. 
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Sir. that depends upo% the man and the ihmg. If 
it is a slight man, and a slight thing, you may; for 
you take nothing iraiuabie from him." 

He said, ** I read }'estcrday Dr. Blair’s sermon oi 
deration, from the text ‘ Cornelius, a derout man.’ 
Hit* doctrine ia#h6 t»est limited, the best expressed: 
Lhcre is tlie most wanJkh without fknatidsm, the 
most rational transport There is one pmrt of it 
which I disapprove, and I'd have him correct it; 
which is, that ‘ he who does not fedi joy in religion 
is far from the kingdom of heaven !' there are many 
^ood men whos*? fear of God predominates ovea* 
their love. It may discourage. Itwasra'!ihly8aid.(^) 
A^oble sermon it'is indeed. 1 wish Blair would 
come over to the church of England.” * 

Wlicn Mr. Langton returned to us, the ** flow of 
mik went on.” .\u eminent author (*•() being meu- 
doned: Johkson. “ He is not a pleasant man. 
His conversation is neither instructive nor brilliant 

( 1 ^ llie linage ^erreA to is, Of wh»t nature must that 
r^igioA bC| who prfr fo o o fc to Ood nod to believe 

ia Chrie^ ret niBe$ hit Uiouphtt towards God aod foie Sa- 
viMt wtiboM v>j w ar m th of praritude or lore? 'Hits ii not the 
man whom ym Would c ho om for your' boeom trhad, or wknse 
keait ytdi would ann^ to answer with redprocal warmA to 
wurt; Ittdi a j w iifc i ft dittit at yet be fkt from the kingdom of 
Mayait 4 *wiUar> Sfrwtom^ rA L p« 961. l>r. JobnMm'a rt^ 
mark is esruinly cu$t; and it may b^ moeeorar, <ri>served that, 
from Bliie's wnwesduMi and Ms ralWenee to J hwna n 
and m tntekt be undmtood to maaB, that unlr» we 

reel toe same Und of ^warmth** and atfbctiw tomrds God that 
ww do luwm^a «ie ol^eete of tafftM Irms wdare far Awm the 
longdoot of heaven ^an idea wbieh s eems So eountenaoce fans* 
^citm, iuhd which eeery «dbef.minded CMatiaa frets to be a 
m^pl^iinvroid*i fbe ijdo hrst o€ Ood smd ^ love afoott^ 
wift and friend are certainly no^ the mun# ywmiotis ^ C«' 

(X) Ko douM Dr. C. 

o S 
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He does not talk as if impc^ by any fulness of 
knowledge or rivaclt}’ of imagination. His conven* 
ation is like that of any other sensible man. He 
talks with no wish either to inform or to bear, but 
only beeanse he thinks it does not become — 
•— to sit in a company and say nothing." 

Mr. Langton having r^>eated ^ anecdote of 
AddisonJiavingdistiiiguislied between his powers in 
conversation and in wridog, by saying, ** 1 have 
only niuepcnce in my pocket; but I can draw for a 
thousand pounds — Johksok. ** He had not that 
retort ready, Sir; he hod propareii it bcforc'huid." 
Lakoton (turning to me). A fine surmise. Set 
a thief to catch a thief." 

U^nson caH(^ the East Indians Itarbarions. Bos¬ 
well. “You will except the Chinese, Sir ?*’ John¬ 
son. “ No, Sir.” Boswell. “ Have they not 
arts?” Johnson. “ They have pottfery.” Bos 
WELL. “ What do you say to the written characters 
of their language?” Johnson. “ Sir, they have 
not an alphabet They have not been able to form 
what all other nations have formed.” Boswell. 
“ Tb^ is more learning in their language than in 
any other, from the immense number of their 
(^Muraeters.” Johnson. “ It is only more d^cult 
from Ha rudeness; as diere is more labour in bew- 
down a tree with a stone than with an axe.” 

[e said, “ I bare been reading Lord KamWa 
les of the History of Man.* In treating of 
aevmity of puniihment, Im mentions that of Madams 
Lapouchin, hi Russia, but he does not give it 
fairly; for 1 have * looked at Cha{^ £>' 
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Focbe(’), from whoi^ he has tahen it He sto|M 
vtiere it is Mud that the spectators thought her 
innocent &iid leaves out what follows, — that she 
nevertheless was guilty* Now this is being as cul* 
pable as one can conceive, to misrepresent fact in a 
iMMjk ; and for what motive ?(') It is like one of 
those lies which pcopl^ tell, one cannot see why*. 
The woman's life was spared; and no pnnishment 
was too great for the favourite of an empress, who 
had conspired to dethrone her mistnW BoswEtl. 
*' He was only giving a picture of the lady in her 
aufferings.’' Josinson. Nay, don’t endeavour to 
pallioie this* Guilt is a principal feature in the 
picture* Karnes is puzzled with a question that 
puzzled me u ben 1 was a very young man. ^hy is 
it that the interest of money is lower, when money 
is plentiful; for fiv.e pounds has thc^une propurtion 
of value to a hundred pounds when money is plenti¬ 
ful, as when it is scarce ? A lady explained it to 
me. It is (said she) because when money is plenti¬ 
ful diere are so many mom who have money to 
lend, that they bid down one another. Many have 
then a hundred pounds; and one says—- Take mine 
rather than anoUier’s, and you shall have it at four 
jicr cent.'* Bosweli.. ** Does Lord Karnes decide 
the question ?" Johnson* ** 1 think he leaves it 
as he found it." Boswell. This must have been 

(]}[*' Journey late Sibnia, made by ordo' ^ tbe King ti 
France^ published in 1768."] 

(S) Tbo passage is to be ftmnd in b. L Sk. 5. lltc motive of 
liOro Kamiis for this cevtaiulj ruipable auppresMoii, was evi¬ 
dently to beitdtten our iDdignatioa at the I>arbant 3 ’ of tbe pa- 
eiahment, of wbicb Iw dies ms as an anpanUlakd eiin»plo.--C. 

o 4 
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im extraordinary hidy instructed you, Sir. 
May I ask vho she was?” Johnson. Molly 
Aston (*), Sir, tbo sister uf tboae iadbs with wbora 
you lUned at Liohlicid. — i shall be at home to¬ 
morrow.” BoswfiiL. Tkeo k'C ua dine by our- 
•elvea at the Mitre, to keep up the old custom, ' the 
' eastern of the manor,' oustqfo of the Mitre.” John¬ 
son. ** Sir, so it shall be.” 

On Satiirday, May 9., ve fulfilled our purpose of 
lining by ourseWes at the Mitre, according to the 
dd custom. There was, on these occasions, a little 
ircumstanee of kind attention t« Mrs. Williams, 
which must not be omitted. Before coming out, 
and leaving her to dine alone, he gave her' her 
of a chioken, a sweetbread, or any otlmr 


( 1 ) Johnioti bad an citraArriifunr admiration of Ihm 
notwtfhsundmfr alia wat a riulatii whig. In aoawcr io bar 
htffb'iicnm for Mcrfy» ho addri'sac'd to her tha followiog 

afMgraoif of which I presume to oflbr a uaealaUoii s 

I«fber vt €«e vefin, nijMra Mjota^ 

Ut jnanaam Uhar^pulchra Hafia, ^ 

Adlot)« Maria I idnre vnii M bavr me ; 

For^ who beh'ihU %tij clianai a »Uva mufit he.** 


A cormpondent of Th« Gtfntlmsn'a who ait^ 

•Tribes binuetf Sdolus tn whom 1 am Mebled fbr wvenl 
ueeUem xemsrks, otMerres, The turn of Dr. JiOatott't Uses 
to Mm AsUki, whose hig Tirinripies be had beca 
epmn to me to be taken mwn an ingenious cpigrtfi hTm 
',)l«fiagiaM,' Toi. iti. p. 976., ed^ 17if>, on p ^uag Me 
appeared at a masnurnulf, kaUOec rri Jerniu, during the fieiea 
estnentioas of the roliowiin; of AloUnoa and JasacnHia eoHcenw 
)ng free-will: 


** OttVStoMf kei m CaiMe 
Atti-rv mBtiidr MnAiilWt. 
PwM)urmtc IruntVMrtS 
OW b eSacun w 
VuScciMuiw 
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little nice thing, which was carefully sent to hei 
from the tavern ready drest. 

Our convc>rsati(Mi to>day, 1 know not how, turned, 
1 think, for Uie only Ume at any length, during our 
long acquaintance, upon the sensual intercourse be* 
twt.cn tlie sexes, the delight of which he ascribed 
chicily to imagination. Were it not for imagina¬ 
tion, Sir,” said he, ** a man would be as ha|>py in 
the amts of a chambermaid as uf‘ a duchess. But 
sucli is the adventitious charm of fancy, that we 
find men who have violated the best principles of 
society, and ruiwsd their fame and their fortune, 
that tliey might possess a woman of rank.” It 
would iKd he proper to record the particulars of 
su^t a conversation in moments of unri;^rvsd 
frankness, when nobody was present Dll' whom it 
could have any hurtful effect. Tha^subject, when 
philosophically treate^d, may surely employ the mind 
in a curious discussion, and as innooently as auato* 
my; provided Uiat those who do treat it keep clear 
of inflammatory incentives. 

“.From grave to gay, from lively to severe,”— 
we were soon engaged in veiyr different speculatiMi;, 
humbly and reverently considering and wondering 
at the universal mystery of aU things, as our 
feed fhculties can .now judge of them. There are,” 
■aid he, ** ifinumecaide questions to which the ift> 
quisitive mind can in this state lecmve no answer: 

do you and I exirt? Why was this world 
created ? Sinoe it waa to be created, why was it 
not created sooner?” 

On Sunday, May iOt, 1.sapped with him at Mr 
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Boole’s (>)} with Sir Joshuii Reynolds. 1 have 
neglected the memorial of this eveoing, so as to re* 
member no more of it than two particultu^: one. 

an argument 
Joshua, lhat virtue was prei’erablo to ^ice, consider- 


by Sir 


ths^ he strrauously opposed 


ing this life only; and that a man would be vir* 
tuous were it only to pre^rve his character; and 
that he expressed much wonder at the ctirioua 
formation of the bat, a mouse with ^inga; saying, 
that It was almost as strange a thing in physiology, 
as if the fabulous dragon could be seen. 

On Tuesday, May 12., I waited on the Earl of 
Marclimont, to know if his lordship would favour 
Dr. Johnson with information concerning 
whos^. Life he was about to write. Johnson had 
not ^tteiitd ^msclf with the hopes of receiving 
any civility from this nobleman ; for he smd to me, 
when I mentioned Lord Marchnioiit os one who 
could tell him a great deal alniut Pope, — ** Sir, he' 
will tell me nothiog.'’ 1 hod the honour of being 
known to his lordship, and applied to him of my¬ 


self, without being commissioned by Johnson. His 


lordship behaved in die most polite and obUj^ng 


manner, promised to tell dl he recollected idmut 


Pope, and was so very courki>as os to say, " Tell 
Dr. Johnson I have a great respect for him, and am 
to show it in any way 1 can, 1 am to be in 
the to>morrow, and will call at bis bouse as I 
retarn.** His lordship however asked, ** Will he 
finite the * I 4 V 0 S of the Poets’ Impartidly ? He 


( 1 ) 8m VoL V. p. ai. —C. 
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tras Uk* iirst thal brought Whig and Tory into a 
diotionary. And Tviiat do you think of Ute defi* 
cition of Excise ? . Do you know the kutory of his 
aversion to the word tratupire f" Then taking 
down the folio Dictionary, he showed tt with this 
censure on its secondary sense: ‘ To escape from 
secrecy to notice; a i^se lately innovated from 
France, without neeessTty.’ (') “ The truth was. 
Lord BoHiigbrokc, whu left the JacobiteB(^), first 
used it.; therefore it was to be condemned. He 
should have shown what word would do for i^ if It 
was unnt'cessaryil’ I afterwards put the question to 
Johnson: “ Why, 8ir,’’ said he, “ gel abroad^ 
Roswell. That, Sir, is using two words.'* Johv- 
“ Sir, there U no end to this. You may 
well insist to have a word for old age.” 

“ W’ell, Sir, fcnecftw.” Johnson.^ Nay, Sir, to 
insist always that there should be otte word to 
express a thing in English, because there U one in 
another laDgnage(’’), is to chuigc the language.** 

^1) Few words, ho^erer, of modern introduction have had 
gTMtcr micvess than this for it is not only in general, but even 
in ou^or ote. Johnson's awkward substitute of abroad" 
does not seem to exfwess exactly the same meaning; m secret 
nuy ip;t abroad by design, by aeddent, by breach of contidence; 
but it is said to traniifdra when It becomes known small Uw 
direct circumstances—.by symptoms~~by inf^encea. It is now 
often used ht t^ direct sense m*‘get abroad^" but, as appears to 
me, incorrectly. — C. 

(&) Tbewuth was, diat Bt^higbroke left and embraced ewry 
party . is suoeesstofl, — 

** Wm every thieg by turas, tad nothing 

{<•) This b not just I^ord Marchmont Boewall argued 
for having one «a«m for one idea, and when me idea is a simple 
one. eommoQ to all mankind, like old ago, the Unguace which 
has no single atpiaHion for it, K ao Ihr, in^erfset.— C. 
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I availed of thia opj^rtumtj to hear frem 
bis lordship manj’ pailiculars bo^ of Pope and Lord 
BoliugbinM(e, wbirb I have in writing. 

1 proposed to Lord Marchmont, that he sboolil 
reviae Johnson's Life Of Pope: ** So,^ saJd his lord* 
^p> ** yott would put me in a dangerous Rituatioh. 
Too know be knocked down Osborne, the book* 
seller.*'(1) 

Elated with die success of my ^ntaneous ex¬ 
ertion to procure materia! and respectable aid to 
Johnson for his very farourite woi^ ** the Lives ot 
the Poets," I hastened down to (Mr. Tli rale's, at 
Streatham, where he now was, that 1 might Insora 
,hu being at home next day; and after dinner, when 
I thought he would receive the good news in fbc 
best humour, ^annouuced it ei^.riy: I have he^ 
at work for you'to*day, Sir. I have been with Lord 
Marehmont Hi^bade me tell you he has a gr^ 
respect for you, and will call on you to-morrow at one 
o'dock, and communicate all he knows about Pope." 
Here I paused, in full expectation that he would 1 mi 
pioaed with this intelligence, would praise my ac¬ 
tive meri^ and would be alert to embrace su^ an 
offer from a nobkman. But whether I had shown 
an over-exultation, which provoked his spleen; or 
. whether he was seized with a suspicion that I had 
obtruded him on Lord Marchmontt and humbled 
him too r whether there was any thing 

wove thab sa uidueky fit SMtuttour, I know 
but surprise the result wa^—JoitxtOK. 

fl) Sm oml, VcL t. p. ITS.—a . , 
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<* I B^all not be in to^n to^raorrow. I don’t care to 
knoir about Pope." Mrs. Taralx (surprised as 
I was. and a Uttie angry). ** 1 suppose, Sir, Mr. 
Cosweil thought, tluit as you are to write Pope’s 
Life, you would wish to know about hisL" John* 
SON. WUh! why yrs. If it rained knowledge, 
i'd hold out my handf but I would not give my* 
self the trouble to go in quest of it." There was no 
arguing with lain at the monieiit. Some time after* 
wards he said, “ Lord Mnrekmont will call on me. 
and then 1 shall call on Lord Marchmont."' Mrs. 
Thrale was uneasy at tliis unaccouDtable(l) caprice; 
and told me, that if I did not take eare to bring 
about a meeting between Lord Marchmont and 
him, It would never take place, which wwuld *be 
a great pity. 1 sent a card to hjpfdOrdShip, to bc 
left at Johnson’s house, acquainting him, that Dr. 
Johnson could not be in town next day, but would 
do himself the bouour of waiting on ham at another 
time. I give this account fairly, as a specimen of 
that unhappy temper with which this great and 
good man had dccasionally to struggle, some* 
thing morbid in his constitution. Let the most 
censorious of my readers suppose himself to have a 
violent fit of the toothache or to Jtave received a 
severe stroke on the 8bia*boae, and when {h such a ■ 
state to be asked a question; and if be has any 
candour, he wSl not be surprised at the answers 

(0 *0 unsceouBtable t> M^ BaiwcU seems 

thinlc liu ifitoi^ntion io this uwo&died ftnd 
CWE| eiiiitoiu ^ bustling vanity of bit own cbtrtctor, imd Jokn- 
wiB imwilUng to be dragged befcm I^rd Morchmont by W 
bctdbng • masttf of iba ceremoniot, ^ C 
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vhlcb Johnson sometimes ga^c iu moments of ir« 
rita&m* which, let me assure them, is exquisitely 
paiofut Bat it mast not be errroncously saji^sed 
chat he was, in the 8miUlt;st degree, careless coo* 
oeroiog. any work which he undertook, or that he 
was generally thus peevish. It will be seen that in 
the following year he had f. very agreeable inter* 
view with Lord Marchmont at his lordship's house ; 
luid this very afternoon he soon foi^t any fretful* 
ness, and fell into conversation as usual* 

1 me^ooed a reflection having been thrown out 
against four peers for having presumed to rise in 
opposition to the opinion of the twelve judges, in a 
cause in the House of Lords (>), as if that were 

Johnson. Sir, there is no ground for 
censnre, ^'hiHs-^een are judges themselves: and 
supposing them reidly to be of a difierent opinion, 
they might from duty be in opp6sition to the judges, 
who were there only to be consulted.'* 

In this observation 1 fully concurred with him; 
f<}T, unquestionably, all the peers are vested with 
the highert Judicial powers; and'when they are 
confident that they understand a cause, are not 
obliged, nay, ought not to actjuiesce in the opinion 
of the ordiMry jaw judges, or even in that of those 
who from ^eir studies and experience are called 
the law ioi^ 1,consider the peers in general as 1 
dd ajotyr who ought to listen with respectful atten* 
^ Mges of the law; but if, hearing 
have a firm opinion of their own, an* 
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bouadf aa bo&est mcnl to decide accordin^y. Nor 
18 it so diffioaU for them to uoderstand even law 
qiicBtioos as is generally thought, provided they 
will bestow sufficient attention upon them. This 
observation was made by my honoured relation the 
late Lord Cathcart, who hod spent his Ui'e in camps 
and courts; yet assure^ ine, that he could form 
a clear opinion upon must of the causes that come 
before the House of Lords, as they were so weU 
ciiuclpated in the 

Mrs. Tlirale told us, that a curious clergyman 
of our ucquaiulaoce had discovered a licentious 
stanza, which Pope had originally in his *' Universal 
Prayer,” before the stauza, — 

Whftt coDftckncc dicUteit to be 
Or werru us not to 

It w tkU: — 

** Can ufM of moment eUim Um rod 
or cverbsUng firvi? 

And ihst oir«tid gfeat Ksttirs'c Gol 
Which Nature^ idf 

and that Dr. Johnson obsen'ed, “ it had been bor* 
rowed from There are, inde^ in Pastor 

FidOf many such flimsy superficial reasonings as 
tlurt in the last two lines of this stanza. 

Boswell. “ In that stanza of Pope’s, * rod ef 
is certainly a had metaphor.” Mrs. Thrale. 
“ And ‘ sins' of is a faulty expi^ssioo^ for 

iu true import U mon m ttousr which cannot be in* 
tendeffi” JofiRsow. " It must have been written 
* of incmwtib;' Of noment; is moEientow;. 

I warrant you, faoweT«r»'^i^ 



M ^ ^e«iisov> nti* 

vi^ ^ vMl ftsend «krMfc It ool 

M«M| tr]K«0f M»» Aiag, ind AfMte^ ftmek 

Ik ^ tkua « <Ww 

• SltM fiBpMi WMtt tp Mi/ * fUriog (Ua^ *04 don't 
iaiid<r Imr to go dboiit it M«i« pooH kocnr no 
it^HPlMdifBWtaipriB^plwA mi«■•■.** HoreW 
tnw iBtMfpfUii^ ooniiioir. Mn. Ttunls mentioned 
D »ydo». JovMOtr. ** Ho pouled hinnetf about 
yrodfotinotiop. H«« tboliib vao 4 to pope to 
jifliO 0, f4i!odiWp to tordi, wbo tboogfat tbry 
MWMiod bf kJng witb Ua. ( and to obooot 
•tti^ liMidi M BoriiiigtoD, and CiAbMO^ and Boeing- 
brokol BoAnnt irai aogativo, a jdeaiiog sya; 
ani l^tf b«ord «k> id of Marduoflat And tlion 
a)«ign I do oot valae you for beiag a lords' 

iMrli mM a aure pnoof that hr did. I avaor aqr f 
idif fok raKta Bofn^ more fbr bdog bom to an f«> 
tele^ bacaaaa I do not aare.” Boswill. " Nor for 
M ^ Kn^i Sir« 1 ife nlt^ y<M 

a SeotahiBon. Yon aia a BooP^ 
jnfil vHhodt &dti of Scotehmea. You wonid 
4d|t |Pon valoabte a> yoa am iiMt yaa 
not taeta b fluritrlitinin ** 
t^dMi^ardhrOfuealail^ 

MM Mi WjUMddft 1 
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joar friend to makehrhn nnhfli^y?’* Joantiif. 
** F<»rhepe, Sir, I sbuuld iM)t; but thet oiUd iM 
from prtid^ttcf on my owd acoouaL A man 'aunKt 
telthi»f«U)cr." Bo8Wu.tf. Y<s; breetisei>oironld 
not liavr Apurioiu ebihiren to gei any ihare ef the 
family inltriitanoe.'^ Mas. Tiirai.x. ^Orhewooid 
tell hut broUter.** Bott^ar.i.. ** Ceitainly hn Met 
biothei. Johnson. ** Vui) would tell >our friend 
of a woman's Infamy, to prorobt hi* uuirryftig a 
prostitute: there U the smfne rca«ou fo leU him 
of his wife's infidelity when be is married, to prevent 
Jic consequencA of iuipoaiiion. It is a hivnoh 
of confidence not to toU a IriemL" Boswi^i., 

" Would yon tell Mr.-?” (naming a gentl^ 

moo (‘; who amuredlj was not in the leM^aiig9>r 
of such a miaurablo disgrace, tbowfMuliThMl ia 
a fine woman.) JotnisoN. No, ^ v Irtb^buso 
wtmid do no good: he » so slnf^fM^ la hetee ^ 
to pariiamt'Ht and get through a divorOe/* 

He said of one (^) of our friends, ** Ite is raining 
himself without pleasiire. A imui who IpOea at fiAay. 
or who ruiM out his fortune atwoart, makes 1^-es¬ 
tate less, in hopes of making tt bif^ier (1 am Sure of 
tldn word, wMoh was often used hj him) t but it is 
a sad thing to pass through the qtmgmlre of pm 
Mmony to the j^nif of rain. To psM over the fioVr- 
eiy path hldiNlvagauoc is very wdL** 

Aibongat the nmerona prints pasted on tne 

t 

(t> r tar iiWffl W hut tse sstfrot at whom muross Mr 

Bosaitt eSawto laSta ss dtawvs « byyeUMds. 
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vails ilte diuin;^toom ai Streatham was Htv 
ga?ih*s Modern Midnight Conversation." I asked 
liim wliat he knew of Parson Ford, who ntade a 
conspicuous figure in tl*fc riotous group. (’) .loiis- 
soN. “ Sir, he was iny ae<iuaintance and relation, 
my motlier's nephew. He had purchasid a living 
in the country’, but not sirjjtoniacally. 1 iierer saw 
Iiiin but in the countrv. 1 have lioen told he was a 
man of great parts; very profligate, but I never 
heard he was impious." Bosw'ri.l. ** Was there 
not a story of his ghost Iwving appeared?" John¬ 
son. Sir, it was believed. A waiter at the Hum- 
mums, in which house Ford died, had been absent 
for some time, and returned, not know ing that Fprd 
w«s d^ad. Going down to the cellar, according 
to the met him; going down again, bo 

mot-him a a^nd time. When he came up, be 
asked sbihf of the people of the house wlmt Ford 
could be doing there. They told him Ford was 
dead. The waiter took a fever, in w hich he lay for 
some time. When he recovered, he said he had a 
message to deliver to some women from Ford; but 
he was not to tell what, or to whom. He walked 
out; he w'as followed; but somewljere abont Su 
Paul s they lost him. He came back, and said Ih^ 
hud delivered, the message, and the women ex¬ 
claimed, ‘ Then we are all undone \ ’ Dr. Pellet, 
.who was not a credulous man, ifwjuired into the 

I • 

(!) The seaulewence of Johnwa, on tbit ocettion, weii» (o 
juthentinite the feet, that Ford wu.Hogsitb's riosout fttmao. 
Jeesai^ VoLl. ^46.-C 
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truth of this story, tnd he said the evidence w 
irresistiblo. My wife went to the Humnmms; (iti« 
a place where people get themselves cupped). 1 
believe she went with intention to hear about this 
story of Ford. At first tlicy were unwilling to tell 
her; but, after tliey had talked to her, she came 
away satished tliat it ^as true. To be sure, the 
man had a fever; and this vi-^ion may have been the 
beginning of it. }3ut if the message to the w’omen. 
and their behaviour upon it, were true as related, 
there was something supcrnatuml. That ix'sts upon 
his word ; and there it remains.” 

After Mrs. Thrale was gone to betl, Johnson and 
I up late. We resumed Sir Joshua Heynohls's 
argument on the preceding Sunday, tha^ rrrtiit 
would be virtuous, though he had motive 

than to pre8er>'e his character. Johnson. ** Sir, it 
is not true ; for, as to this world, vice does not hurt 
a man’s character.” Boswcll. “ Yes, Sir, debauch¬ 
ing a friend’s wife will." Johnson. “ No, Sir. 
Who thinks the worse of [Beauelcrk3(*) for it?’* 
BoswEtL. “ Lord [Bolingbroke] was not his 
friend.” Johnson. “ That is only a circttn^taiice, 
Sir; a slight distinction. He could not get into the 
house but by Lord [Bolingbroke.] A man is cimsci 
knight of the shire not the less for having ilc 
bauched ladies.’* Boswell. “ What, Sir, if ht 
debauched the lad^ of getiBemen in the county, 
\rill not there be a general resentment against 
hiDa?" Johnson. « No, Sir. He will lose those 

<t) Ssecnfj, VoL II]. p. 1268.—C. 
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par^ciiHir gentlexnec; but rest will not trouble 
ibeir Itetds about it’' (wannly). Boswisli.. ** Well, 
Sir, l.eajuioi tiiink m.” Johkson. “Kay, Sir, 
tiiere is do talkiog with a maa who will dispute what 
eveiy body knows (anpily). Don*t you know 
tiua ? " Boswell. “ No, Sir; and I wish to think 
better of tout country tl^ you •represent it. 1 
knew in Scotland a gontlemao obliged to leave it 
for debauching a lady; and in one of our counties 
an earl's brother lost hU election because he had 
debauched the lady of another earl in that county, 
and destroyed the peace of a n(>bl<»faniily.” 

Still he would not yield. He proceeded: “ Will 
you not allow, Sir, that vice does not hurt a turn's 
characj^ so as to obstruct his prosperity in life, 
when yobsk^m that [Lord Clive] (0 Ioa»led 
with wealth ana bonours ? a man who bad acquired 
his fortune by such crimes, that Ids couseiousness 
of them impeUed him to cut his own tliroat." Bos¬ 
well. ** You will recollect, Sir, that Dr. Robertson 
said he cut his throat because he was weary of still 
life; little^tiiings not being sufficient to move his 
great mind." Johnsok (very angry). “ Nay, Sir, 
what stuffi is this! You had no more this opinion 
after Robertson said it than before. 1 know no¬ 
thing more offensive than repeating what one knows 
to be foolish things, by way of continuing a dispute, 
to see what a mui will answer,—to make him your 
butti" (angrier still.) Boswell. “ My dear Sir, 
I Imd no such intention as you seem- to suspect; 


(1) SeearU^, p. 190.—C. 
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1 bad not indeed. l^Iigbt not this noblenuui have 
felt every thing * weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable,’ 
05 Hamlet says?" Johksom. “ Nay, if you are to 
biing in fftUiUe, I ’U talk no more. 1 will not, upon 
tny iiuuoor." My readers will decide upon this 
dn.pute. 
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Lord Kamct. Sir Gt'otye nUiert'g Ghost. — Innafr 
Virtue.—^ Natipo Jtfodesfy.—Foreign Travel.-^ Lord 
Charkinont.—Country Life.—Manners of the Great. 
— Home's ** Letter to Dunning." — Dr. Mead. —- 
Rastelas and Caudide.—Fronci/e'Horace.Mo^ 
dem Books of Travels. — Lord Chatham. — Vovs. 
—Education.Milton's ** Tractate."^ Locke.—' 
fisU to Warleg Camp. — Dr. Burner/. — Sir Joehta 

D uicoursrs.''.~^ruhlicotion of the **Lives 
of Me /vS5I"^^X)caM of Garrick..—Correspondence. 

Kext luorDing I statod to Mrs. Thnle at break 
fast, before he came down, the dispute of last night 
as to the influence of character upon success in life. 
She said he was certainly wrong; and tdd me 
tliat a baronet lost an election in Wales because he 
had debauched the sister of a gentleman in the 
county^ whom he made one of his daughters invite 
as her companion at his seat in the country, when 
his lady and his other children were in London. 
But she would not encounter Johnson upon the 
sut^ect. 

I staid all this day with him at Streathom. He 
taSeed a great deal in very good humour. 

Looking at' Messrs. Dilly’s splendid edition of 
LMd Cbe^ifield's miscdloneous works, be laug^d. 
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luiil said, “ Here arc^ow two siKi'chcs ascrilied lo 
him, both of winch were written by me; and tl.e 
best of it id, they have found out tliat one is Ilk 
Dcmostln.nes, and the other fike Cicero.'*{‘) 

He censurt**! Lord Karnes's “ Sketches of tlei 
Hi.'torj' of Man,” for inisrcpri‘sentiug Clarendon's 
aecouiit of the appearance of Sir George VillicTs’s 
ghost, as if Clarendon weakly credulous; whr'ti 
the truth is,‘that Clarendon only says, that the 
story was upon a better foundation of credit than 
usually such diacuorses arc founded upon; nay. 
speaks thus of the person who was reported to have 
seen the vision, ** the poor man, if he had Jtecn id nil 

which Lord Kauies has omitted, lie 
added, “ In this book it U maintained that virtuniis 
natural to man, and that if wc wouldirtfe^consult 
our own hearts wc should be virttftns. Now, after 
consulting our own hearts all we can, and with all 
the helps we have, we fiml how few of us arc* vir¬ 
tuous. This is saving a thing wJtich all mankind 
rtiiow not to be true.” Hoswell. “ Is not modesty 
oatund?" .Johnson. ‘*1 cannot say, Sir, as wc 
fin^ no people quite in a state of nature*'; but, l 
think, the more they are taugltt, the niorti modcr^t 
they are. The French are a gross, ill-brod, un¬ 
taught people; a lady there will 6])it on the dfv'r 
and rub it with her foot. What X gained, by bcin:' 
in France was, learning to be better satisfied with 
my own country. Time may be employed to moit* 
advantage iVom nineteen to twenty-four, almost in 


(1) Seaanl^, Vob 1. p. 17a-«C. 
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any way than in travcUinff. ^ ^^■hcn yon sot tra- 
x eUing against more ntgadon, against lioiiig notliing 
it is ^tter to be sure; but how much more woul(\ 
a young roan intproro were be to study during those 
years. Indeed, ti' a young man is n'ild, and must 
run after women and bud company, it is better this 
Hhould be done abroad, as,^n tiis return, he con 
break off such counections, and begin at home a 
now man, with a character to form, and acquaint* 
aucc to make. How littU: does travelling supply to 
the conversation of any man who has travelled ' how 
little to Bcauclerkl” Boswklj.. What eav vou 
to Lord— Johnson. I never but 
once beard him talk of whut iio had scon, and tl|^t 
was of a large serpent in one of the pyramids of 
Egypt'’^SJajaJ^Ei.i.. ‘‘ Well, I happened to h^ar 
biiii tell the sanlU tiling, which made me mention 
him." 

] talked of a country life. Johnson. “ Were I 
to live in the country, I would not devote myself to 
tlie acquisition of popularity'; I would live in a 
much better way, much more happily; I would Jiave 
roy time at my own command." Boswble. “ But, 
Sir, is it not a sad thing to be at a distance from all 
our literary friends?'’ Johnson. “ Sir^ you will 
by-and«by have enough of this conversation, which 
sow delights you so much." 

. As he was a zealous friend of subordination, he 
was at all times watchful to repress the vulgar cant 
igatn^ the manners of the great. “ High people, 

(1) Jsmei, first eerl of Chariemnnt. Htn lordship w»% to 
the hut, in-she lubh of teiUog the story nJluited to riober toe 
often... C. . 
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Sir,” said lie, “ aro tins take a hundred ladies 

of»quulity, you’ll find (la->n better wives, bettor mo¬ 
thers, more willing to sacrifice tlioir own pleasure 
to their children, than a hundred other women. 


Tradeswomen (I mean tlie wives of tradesmen) in 
the city, who are worth from teu to fifteen thousand 
pounds, are the worst^rcatures upon the earth, 
grossly ignorant, and tiitnking viciousnc!<s fashion- 
uhle. Farmers, I think, are often worthless fellows. 
Few lords will cheat; and, if they do, they 'll be 
a>huu)ed of it: farmea's cheat, and-arc nut ashamed 
of it: they liav-t ull the sensual vices too of the 
nobility, with cheating into the bai^aiu. There is 
us^tiuch fomioution and a<lultcry amongst fannors 
Eh amongst noblemen.” Bosw'RLL. “ Th^notido 
of the world, Sir, however, is, tha^t *4410 morals 
of w omen of quality arc worse thafi those In lower 
stations.” Johnson. ** Yes, Sir; the licentiousness 
of one woman of (juality makes more naisc than 
that of a numlx^r of women in lower stations: then, 
Sir, you are to consider the malignity of women in 
tlie city against women of quality, which will mtdie 
them believe any thing of them, such as that they 
call their coachmen to bed. No, Sir; so fhras i 
have observed, the higher in rank, the richer ladies 
are, Utey are the better instructed, and the more 
virtuous.” 


This year the fteverend Mr. Home published his 
Lcttef to Mr. Dunning on tlie English Fwticl^." 
Johnson read it; and though sot treated in it with 
sufficient respect, be had candour enough to say to 
Mr. Seward, “ Were 1 to make a new edition of my 
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Dictionary, I would adopt several {*) of Mr. Home's 
etymologies. 1 hope they di<l not put the dog in 
the pillory for his libel; ho lias too much literature 
for that." (2) 

On Saturday, Ma}* 16., I dined with iiim at Mr. 
Beauclerk’g with^ Mr. I^ugton, Mr. Sleeyens, Dr. 
Higgins, aud some others. I regret %‘«r}' feelingly 
every instance of my n^missneas in recording his 
memorabilia; I am afraid it is the condition of hu¬ 
manity (as Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, once observed 
to me, ailer having made an admirable speech in tlie 
House of Commons, which was Idghly apjdaiided, 
but which be afterwards perceivetl might have been 
hotter), that we are more uneasy fiom thinkin;;:of 
our wiyits, than happy in thinking of our acquisi¬ 
tions." an unreasonuhlt; mode -of disturbing 

our tranquillity, ’and should be corrt'ctod: let me 
then comfort myself wiUt the large treasure of John¬ 
son's conversation which 1 have preser^’od for ray 
own enjoyment and that of the world, and let me 
mhibit what 1 Itave upon each occasion, wlmther 
more or less, whether a bulse, or ouly a few sparka 
of a diamond. 

Ho said, “ Dr. Mead lived more in the broad 
sunshine of life Utan almost any man." (?) 

( 1 ) In Mr. Home To(>k(i'& rnlsrgrmcnt of that *'T.etter.** 
which be has since |iutiluht<c) with the title tif •• E«w enjnm, 
or, Tbe Divenions of Purlcy," he mentions this cuinplitneiit, w 
i/Dr. Jobiuon, instead uf teverpt of his et 7 ino)o|ric«, hnd said 
att. Bis recollection banni; thus magnified it, shows how «i% ' 
bttlaae be wu of the af^nibation of so great • men. ^ 

(9) Sm imii, p. 165. OBd fio& ~-C 

fS) Dr. Ukduird Meed was bom in I07S, end died ht 
Hit eoKeebon of books, plcturoe, end coins (which udd- ftw; 
wards ofl 6 ,U 00 thw<tm,<iarmg his lifi^ reost libetaUyopai to 
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The disaster of Gc-nr-ral Burgnyne’s ariny(i) was 
then tint common topic of conversation. It was 
asked M'iiy piling their anus was insisted upon as a 
matter of such consequence, when it seemed to be a 
circumstance so inconsiderable in itself. Johnson. 
** VVIiy, Sir, a French auiiior says, * Ilya beaucoup 
fh jntcTilith dans la All distinctions are 

trifles, because great things can seldom occur, and 
those distinctions are sttuUtd by custom. A savage 
would os willingly have his inttat sent to him in the 
kitchen, as cat it at the table here: as men become 
civillsod. various Inodes of denoting honourable pre* 
ference are invented.” 

kk' this day made the observations upon the simi¬ 
larity between “ Kassrlas" and “CandiderlLwhicR 
I have inserted in its proper ]>t:icc(‘),wh<4tf consider¬ 
ing his admirable philosophical romance, lie said, 
** Candide, *’ be tliunght, had more power in it than 
any thing that Voltaire bad written. 

He said, » The lyrical pari of Horace never can 
be perfectly translated; so much of the excellence 
is in the nmnbers and expression.. Francis has 
done it the best; I’ll take bus, five out of six, against 
them all.” 

On Sunday, May 17., I presented to him Mr. 
Fullarton, of Fullarton, who has since distinguished 
himself so much in India (^), to whom he naturally 

labile curiotitr. He -ww Tnucli viattsi) by the IHsrsti and 
M^«rs, and did ceitainly liw iu tho son-shine of life.”— C. 
<1) lu nuTcnder «t Santogi, October, 1777— C, 

(«) Sec erui, VoL II. i).iOd.—C 

F’ullojtoo pubUsbed a « View of the £n 
gUu Interosu ia Indio.”] ' 
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4^ked of travels, as Mr. Bryflozic accompanied him 
b his tour to Sicily and Malta, lie said, “ The 
information which we have irom modern travellers 
is much more authentic than what we bad from 
ancient travdiers: aucient trav^ers guessed; mo¬ 
dem travellers measure. The Swiss admit that 
there is but one enor is .‘^syan. (>) if Brydone 
were siore attentive to his Bible, he would he a 
good traveller.” (2) 

He said, “ Lord Chatham was a Dictator; he 
possessed the power of putting the state in motion; 
now there is no power, all order hr relaxed.” Bo$> 
WELL. ** Is there no hope of a change to the 
better?” Johnson. “ Why,yt-s, Sir, when we._are 
weary this relaxation. So the city of London 
will appMir*^ ia mayors again by seniority.” Bos« 
w’ELL. *• But is'-DOt that taking a mere chance for 
having a good or a bail mayor?” Johnson. 
“ Yes, Sir; but the «vil of competition is givater 
than that of the worst mayor that cim come: l>c< 
itides, there is no more reason to suppose that the 
choice of a rabble will be right, than that chance 
will be right.” 

On Tuesday, May 19., I was to set out for Scot- 
laiul in the evening. He was engaged to dine with 
me at Mr. Dillys; 1 waited upon him to remind 
him of his appointment and attend him thitiier; hd 
gave me some salutary counsel, and recommended 
vigorous resolution against any deviation IVoiB 

4 

O ) [T«m^ SttD^n, autbor of the Oncian HistDry." Hll 

Accouat of SiHtzvrIand ” was piiUishod in 1714.] 

(8) {See aoU, VoL VI. p. lox] 
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moral duty. Boswell. “ But you would not have 
me to bind myself by a solemn obligation?” John¬ 
son (much agitated), «Whatl avowl-.0, no. 
Sir, a vow is a horrible thing! it is a snare for sin. 
The man who cannot go to heaven without a vow. 
may gn——.”(*). Here, standing erect in the mid¬ 
dle of his library, and ruling grand, his pause u’as 
truly a curious compound of the solemn and the 
ludicrous: he huli-whistled in his usual way when 
pleasant, and he paused as If cheeked by religious 
awe. Methought be would have added, to heily but 
wa« TChtrainod, *1 humoured the dilonuna. “ What, 
Sir!" said I, In nclumjmseris ibitf’" aUuding 
to imihition of it.— 

And bid him go to hally to hell he goes** 

I had mentioned to him a slight ftiult in his noble 
“ Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal,” a too 
near recurrence of the verb spread in his descrip¬ 
tion of the young enthusiast at college: — 

Through sU his Tdn« the fever of renown 

Sjtmd* from the strong contagion of the gown; 

O’er fiodlej’V dome his ftiture labours tjirrad. 

And Bacon's mansion trembles o’er bis head.” 

He had desired me to change spreads to bums; 
but for perfect atttlienticity, I now had it done with 

I thought this alteration nut 

(1) Sw on/a, Vol in. p. 7.—C. 

(8) 'The alip of paper m which he mode tht* correction h de- 

*0 me n^tie libnuv to which it relate*, and lo 
ytth I havu presented other piece* of lus handvrrltiog. — B. — 
Yet, •txange to eey, the convetion hoi never been made in any 


h» own hjuid.”(3) 
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as tirz Of simsaoit 

/ 

k 

ewnd ^ laidt, but was more poetieal, as it 
c^it aany an allasiou to the shirt b}r which Her¬ 
on^ was inflamed. 

We had a quiet, comfortable meeting at Mr. 
Dflly’sj nobody there but ourselves. Mr. Dilly 
mentioned somebody having wished that Miltou’s 
** Tractate on Education ^ should be printed along 
with his I’oems in the edition of the English Poets 
then going on. Johnson. “ Jt would be breaking 
in upon the plan; but would be of no great con> 
sequeime^ So far as it would be any thing, it would 
be wrong. Education in Englanu has been in dan* 
ger of being hurt by two of its greatest men, Milton 
and Locke. Milton’s plan is impracticable, S'>d 1 
tia]^> 0 Ae has never been tried. Locke's, 1 fancy, 
has been tried often enough, but is very imperfect; 
it gives too mhcb to one side, and too little to.tbe 
other; it gives too little to literatus—>1 shall do 
what 1 can for Dr. Watts; but my materials are 
very scanty. His poems are by no means his best 
works; 1 cannot praise bis poetry itself highly, but 
I can praise hs derign.” 

My tflustrious finend and 1 parted with assurances 
of ^ectionate regard. 

I wrote to him on the 25th of May, from Thorpe, 
in Ydrieshire, oni of the seats of Mr, Bosville, and 
gave'him an account of my havli^ passed a day at 
Ltnooln, unexpectedly, and therefore without having 

af fte Wbseq ue o t sditicai of tb* poein. Ka;, the Oifprd SdW 
tioti obMives Uppa h la m oots, l«t does not comet the tiiB. 
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&UJ letters of recommendation, th^ I had been 
honoured with civilities from the Reverend Mr. 
Simpson, an acquaintance of his, and Captain 
Rroadioy, of the Lincolnshire militia: but more 
particul^ly from the Reverend Dr. Gordon, tlie 
chancellor, who first received me with great polite¬ 
ness as a stranger, and,^hen I informed him who I 
was, entertaioftd me at his house with the most flat¬ 
tering attention: I also expressed the pleasure witii 
which I luid found that our worthy friend, Langton, 
was highly esteemed in bis own county town. 


LrcTTR SSS. FROM MU. BOSWELL. 


** Edinburgh, June IR. 1779.^ 

“ Mr DfcAB Sir, — * •* Since my return to Scot¬ 
land, 1 have been again at Lanark, apd have had more 
conversation with Thomsun’s- sister. It is strange dial 
Murdoch, who was his intunatu friend, should have 
mistaken his mother's maiden name, which be laya was 
Hume, whereas Hume was the name of his grandmothtt 
by die mother’s side. His mother's name was Beatrix 
'letter (<), a daughter of Mr. Trotter of Fogo, a small 
proprietor of land. Thomson had one brother, whom 
he had with him in England as his amanuensis; but 
he was aeixed with a consumpdon, and %vlng returned 
to Boodand, to try what hia native air^ would do for 
him, died young. He bad three sisters: one married 
to Mr. n^iuter of die paridi of Serathavai; one 
te Mr. CriD^ fadier of the in^mous ardiiteet, who 
gave the plan of the New Town of Edinburgh; ai^ one 
<0 Mr. Thotnsott, ntsstev of the grammar-aebo^ at 

Pr. JobtuoR ms bvno mcsiu attentive to niaDte seen- 
*'livc«of die Paato;* for^aotwithstandisginyhe*- 
ing mtsmsdJUi miHakc. he eMtfaiie* n. 


mitfakc, beooAtfxmetft, 



tiF£ or jOHNsnu. 


1778. 




Laotrlc. He of a hninane and bone\olrat dispoia- 
tion } not on}y etait Tftloahle prcNcnts to his sisters, but 
a y<^y allowance iu money, and was always wlshini; 
to have it in hia power to do them more good. Lord 
Lyttelton’s observation, that * he loathed much to wnte,’ 
was very true. Ills letters to liis sivter, Mrs. Thomson, 
were not irequent; and in one of them be says, ‘ AH 
my firirtuls who know me, know how backward 1 am to 
write Ictlcn: and never im'pute the negligence of my 
hand to the coldness of my heart.' I send you a ropy 
of the last letter which site had from him ; she never 
heard dut he had any intention of going into holy 
orders. From this late interview with hu> sister, i 
dunk much more favourably of birA, as 1 hope you 
wilL I am eager to see more of your Prefaces to the 
Poets t I solace myself with the few proof-sheets 
Fhave. 

" ] send another parcel of Lord Hailes’s ' Annals,’ 
which you will ptlcase to return to me as soon as you 
conveniently can. He says,' he wudies you would cut 
a little dee)^ but he may be prcaid that diere is so 
litde occasion to use the critical knife. I ever am, my 
dear Sir, &e. JaitsM Boswpi.l." 

Mr. Langton has been pleased, at my request, to 
favour me with soido particulars of Dr. Johnson's 
tdsit to Warlej'Camp, where this gentleman was at 
tin* time stationed as a eaptain in the Lincolnshire 
militia. J shall give them in.his own words in a 
letter to me. 

• 

" 2t was in die snmmer of the year 177B, that he 
ipomplied widi my invitation to come down to the camp 
at Warley, and he staid wuh me about a wivk; the 
scene qipearod, notwitl^Btanding a great degree ^ ill 
hnlth thM he seemed to labour undtr, to interest and 
amuse him, as agreeing with the ditporition that I 
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htlievo you teow he co fttuitly munifeBted tovrtMs in- 
qu’riiig ioto nubjccU of the military kind. He Mte, 
-with a patient degree of attention, to ot»ervc the pro- 
rut ilmgs of a n^imenfad conrUmartial, that bappenod 
t > lie callud in the time of hie stay widi os; and one 
night, a« laip as at eleven o’clodc, be aceompanied the 
in.v}OT of the regiment in going what aic styled the 
H’lvvfi’t, where he might oWrve tlte fonai of visiting 
the guards for the seeing that they and their sentries 
ate toady in dieir duty un toeir several poatt. He toede 
orcaaioii to cunvrnie at times ou military topics, once in 
p.iTucnlai, that 1 sec the nitniion of, hi your * Journal 
of a Tour to the Huhridev,' which lies open before 
ine(^), flb to gui^wder; which he sji^e of to the 
effect, in part, that you relate. 

“ On onu ocrasian, when the regiment wore going 
thi^gh their c]ierci»e, he went quite close to the men 
at one of tlie extremities of it, and watched all theif 
practKCS attentively; and, when he came away, his 
remark was, ' Tlie mim indeed do load their muskets 
and fire with wonderful ccimty.' He was likewise 
IMrticuIar in re<|niring to know what was the weight 
of the musket IsUla in uk, and within what distance 
they might be expected to Ukc ciTect when fired off. 

'* In walking among the tents, and obsening the 
difference between those of the officers and private men, 
he aaid, that the superiority of accommodation of the 
better conditions of Ufe, to that of (he in&rior ones, was 
never exhibited to him in so distinct a view. The 
eiTillties paid to him in camp were, &om the geu- 
tlomen nf the Linoolnshire regiment, one of the officers 
of which acooiproodatod him with a teat in which he 
slept; and from Goieral Hall, who very courteously 
invited him to dine with him, where he i^peared to ha 

Vtffy well pleased wldi hia entortaiiuneBt die dvdi* 

% 

(1) See okU, Vol. IV. p, laa 

Q 
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ties he remved on ibe pert 4f the Genera] ('); the 
•nattUm likewise of die Geoeral'a eide^dc'^mp, CapteiD 
SniA, teemed to lie very welreme to him, w appeared by 
their engaging in agreet deal of diteounetop^ether. The 
gentlemen of the Eut-Yorik legtment bkeaisr, on being 
infbrmed of hia coming, aolirit^ hia company at dinner, 
but by that time he hiul dxed hia departure, so that he 
could not comply with the iavitation." 

Lrma S99. TG JAMES BOSWELL, ESa 

•< Londoa, July 3. 1776. 

** 6nt,-^ t have leerivrd two lettera from yoa, of 
which thip^Mood oomplains of the neglect shunn to the 
first. Yen must «6>t tie your friend* to such punctual 
corieapotuleitre. You have all poeaible an>urancet of 
my afiiMtiah and esteem ; and there ought to be no 
ne^ of rdfcnted professions. M'hen it nuy iM]r,.cii 
that I can give you either counsel or eomfoit, 1 hope 
it will never happen to roe that J should nc’din t you j 
but you must n<^ tliink roe crinunal or cold, if 1 say 
nutlung when I have nndung to say. 

You arc now happy enough. Mrs. Boswell is re« 
cOirered; and I congratulate you upon tlie prohabiity 
of her long life. If gentral approbation will add any 
Aing to your enjoymem, 1 cib tell you that ] have 
beard you mentioned as a man wkem toery l)ody tiket, 
f think hfe haa Ihtie more to give. 

** Langton has gm>e to his i^pmrat He has laid 
down his coach, and talks of malasg more contractions 
of his expense: bow he wiQ raceeed, 1 know sot. It 
is difficult to reform a housebdd gradually; it may be 
done betta* by a ayctem totally new. 1 am a^id he 
baa ahroya aomethii^ to hide. When we pressed him 


(!) Wkati IOBO day at court eiprewrd to Gonml Hall tn* 
SMltoeftbr honour he had done my Mend be lohtaiy aiutren^ 
Idldroyo^honoar.* 
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to go to Langton, he objected the Bceenrity of attending 
lu^ navigation (‘); yet he could talk of going to Ahen* 
decn C'), a place not much nearer hia savig^kni. I 
believe he cannot bear the thought of living at Langton 
in a atate of diminution ; and of appearing among the 
gentlemen of the neigh^urhood iAom hin Arante. 
This is natural, but it la ctmardly. What I told him 
of the incrcaaing cxpt'nae of a grounng family, acema to 
have btruck him. lie certunly had gone on with very 
ennfuaed vitw*, and we have, 1 think, abown him that 
he ia wrong; though, with the eonimon deflcience of 
advisers, we have not ahown him liow to do right 

‘‘‘ I w^ you would a little correct or restrain your 
im^ination. and imagine that happinet-s, nich as life 
admits, may be bad at oUtcr )>laoce as well as London 
Without aSl-ctiog Stoidsm, it may be baid, that it is 
ourtlsusinrea to exempt ooraelves as much aa we can 
from tlie power of external thmga. There is but on^ 
solid basis of ha]ipincbs ; and tliat is, the reasonable 
h<^ of a hapjiy iutnnty. Tbit may be bad every- 
wberc. 

*' 1 do not blame your preferenee to London to other 
plaoeb, for it ia really to be preferred, if the choice is 
free; but few have ^ choice of their place, or their 
manner of life; and mere pleasure ought uot to be tho 
prime motive of action. 

** Mrs. Thrale, poor thing, has a daughter. Mr. 
Thrale dislikes ^ times, Ulw the rest of us. Mrs. 
WUliams ia aiek; Mrs. Desmoulins is poor. I have 
roiseraUe nights. Nobody is well but hir, Levett. I 
am, dear Sir, your aooat, &e. Sam. doBMaenr.’* 

(1) Tbe Wey oasI, froia Ouildford to Weybtidga, in wbtcb 
be had a conidderabls share, which his grandsoR now posbesaes. 

(S) His Isdjr and teOy, It tmmrtt wart in Scotland at tha 
penod. —C. 

Q 8 
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In the eourse of tbis year^ljcrc Mras a diflerence 
between him and hta in<.'nd Mr. Strahan; the par> 
ticulars of which it ia uDn^'C(’^:^ylry to relate. Tbdr 
reconciliation was comumuicatcd to me in a letter 
from Mr. Strahan in the following words: — 

“ The notes I showeil you that past between him and 
me were.dated in March last^ Tin- inatu*r lay dormant 
till iJ7th July, when be wofie to roe as follows; — 


LenaaSai. TO WILLIAM STKAHAX, KSQ. 

* SiBj— It would be Very fooliRh«for uk to coniinue 
strans^era any longer, fou can never by persimeucy 
make wrong right. If T resented too acriin'''nously, I 
resented only to youreclf. Nobody ever eaw or Ir ird 
vrtiat I wroK’. You saw that n»y anger was over; ^or 
in a (lay or two I came tc your house I liave given 
you a longer tim»; and I hope yon have made so good 
use it, as 10 be no longer on v\ il terms with. Sir, 
yours, &c. Sjsn. Jounson.' 

" On tltis T called upon him : and he has since 
*-wd with me." 


After this time, the. aame friendship as formerly 
continued between Dr. Johnson and Tj^r. Strah^. 
My friend rnentioned to me a little circumstance of 
his ^tendon, which, though we may smile at it, must 
be allowed to have its foun^tion in a nice Bi^ true 
^'Imowledge of human life. “ When 1 write td Scot- 
laxid,'* said he, ** 1 emjdoy Strahan to femk my 
letters, tlmt he may hare the consequence of ap 
pcarisg a pariiament^man among his oountiymen." 



€9. CORRESFOKOEVCE. 2S9 

LBT]xitSS5. TO MJi& TURALE. 

Oct. 15. 1776. 

“ As 10 T>r. Collier’s (^) epitaph, NoUekcns has had 
if so long, that J have forgotten how long. You ncf-r 
liail it. Tliurr is a print of Mrs. Montague, and I shall 
tliini; mysolf very ill rewarded for my love and admir- 
a'ion if slu' does itot gi'^ me one ; she will give it 
nolKi.ly in wij to it will excite tnoic respectful senti- 
n:ent‘. But 1 i*ould get any thing from her but 
hy ;'u.!iini‘ a fnee : and so, if you please, you may ItU 
.'lej 

\V*>-1 ralljd the other day at Burney's. I found 
only ;)it ones .it home; at last, came the doctor 

and msthiiu. (nnii h dinner in the country, to tell how 
Urojahal lii.n-n ioblx;d as they returned. The doctor 
saved hie puiec. hut gave them three gutf)>-;is and sordb 
silver, of which they rvtunied him threc-and-sixpencr, 
LUiasked, to pay the tunqiiho. • 

1 have sat twice to Sir .losbua, «n«l he scc'ns m 
lilie his 0 m yrerformanre. lie has projected another, 
in whidi 1 am to be busy ; b\d we cau think on it at 
K isure. 

Mrs. Williams is come home better, and the habit- 
Htion ii all concord and harmony; only Mr. Levett har¬ 
bours cbscontent. With l>r. Lawrence’s consent, I 
have, for the two last nights, taken mudt: first 

night was a worse night than oommon, the second, a 
better; but not so much better as that 1 dare ascribe 
any virtue to the medicine. 1 took a scruple each time." 

*• Oct. SI. 1778. 

^ Joduia has finished my picture, and it seems 
tc please every body, but I sh«il v^t to see how it 

f 1) Dr. Collier, of the Conunons, an early Aiend of Mrs. 
Thide's, who died S3d May, 1777.C. 

Q S 
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pleasM you. To-day Mrs. Williams and Mrs. Desniot3> 
lins had a scold, and Williams was going away; but 1 
bid her mt turn iail^ and she came b^k, and rather 
got the upper hand." 


X-arraaSSe. TO CAPTAIN LANGTON('). 

Warky^Can^ 

^ “OctSl. I77S. 

“ Drab Sib,— When I recollect bow bng ago I 
was received vTith so much kindness at Warley common, 
I am ashamed that I have not made some inquiries after 
my friends. ^ 

** Pray how many sheep-stealers did you convict } 
and bow did you punibh them ? 'When are you to be 
cantoned in better habitations? The air grows^iQOld, 
-•nd the ground damp. Longer stay in the camp can¬ 
not be withont much danger to the beattii the com¬ 
mon men, if evef the officers can escape. 

** 'You see that Dr. Percy is now dean of Carlisle; 
above five hundred a year, with a power of presenting 
liiiDself to some good living. He is provided fm. The 
session of the Club is to commence with that of the 
parliament. Mr. Banks (^) desires to be admitted ; he 
will be a very honourable accesaioD. 

Did the king please you (-'*) ? The Coxheath men, 
1 think, have some reason to complam. (*) Reynolds 
ssys yoitf camp is better than theirs. 1 hope you find 
yourself able to encounter this we^er. Take care of 

(1) Dr. Johnson here addresses h» worthy friend, BenneC 
Lragton, Esq., bv his titie as Captain of the Lincolnshire Mk 
I ttta, in which hclus since been most deservedly raised to the 
nmk of Major. 

(8) Afterwards Sir Joseph. —C. 

Hts Miyes^ and the Queen visited Warley Camp on the 

Of the king's not visitieg that camp m well aa Warley; 
however, did, on the sd N<m!iDDier.<M C. 
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your own health; and, as you can, of ywir men. Be 
pleased to make my compliments to all the gentlemen 
whose notice 1 have had, and whose kiiKliicss 1 have 
«xjierieiK..'d. I am, dear Sir, &c. Sam. Johnmi.n.” 

I wrote tf him on the IStli of August, the IHth 
of September, and theCth of November; informing 
him of my having had^nothcr son born, whom 1 
had called Juin(«('); that I had ])ass(Mi some time 
at Auchiuleck; that the Countess of Loudoun, now 
in her ninety-nintb year, was as fresh as when be 
saw her, ami romembered him with respect; and 
that his moUier*hy adoption, the Countess of £glm> 
touiie, had said to me, “ Tell Mr. Johnson, 1 love 
h’«i exc.eodin|;lythat I hod ^ain suffered much 
from had spirits ; and Uiat as it was very long sldOe 
1 beard front him, I was not a little uneasy. 

Tlie continuance of his regard Tor his friend, D*. 
Bumev, appears fiom the folluuiog letters: — 

Lett*»S27. to the REV. DR. WHEELER (•), 

** London» No?. S. 1778* 

Drar Dr. Burney, who bring* thi* p^per. 

Is engaged m * History of Music; ud having been 

$ 

( 2 ) TliU WM tbe gentlMian who contributed a few notes to 
work. He wav of BraEcnnoae CoUege» and a VineriaD 
Fetlow, and died in February at h£ diambers, in the 
Temples — Hatu 1 had tlie plea^re of his acquaintenee. 
lie publishad an edhian of ^akitpeara* wi9 very convivial} 
and in other respe cta like hie father—tiunigh altogether oa a 
amaller ecale* — C. 

(£) Benjamin Wheeler was entered at Trinity CoIlege» Kc^ 
egmber ik. 1751. Id 1776 he was ajminted Begiu* Pfoliwww 
«f Diaiadj aod Catioa of ChrisucburchsH alu 

0 * 
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toM by Dr. Markbsm of some MSS. relating to his sub* 
joct^ whieh are in the library of your college, is desirous 
to examine them. He » my friend; and therefore I 
take the liberty of ontreatii 4 ( your favour and assistance 
ia his inquiry; and cau assure you, with great con> 
ildence, tlmt if you kitevr him he would not want any 
intervenient solkitation to obtain the kindness of one 
who loves learning and virtue as you love them. 

” 1 have been flattering iityself all tlie summer wi;h 
the hope of paying tny annual visit to my friends; but,, 
something has obstructed me: 1 still hope not to bt- 
long without teeing you. 1 should be 0ad of a little 
literary talk; and gl^ to show yon, by tbe frequency 
of my visits, how eagerly i love it, wtien you talk it. 

I am, dear Sir, &c. Sajf. Johmbo/;.” 

LtRu32& TO THE EEV. DR. EDWAROSt>). 

OrfonL 

* “ Londoo, Nov. 2 . 1 778. 

Sir, —The bearer, Dr. Burney, has had some ac¬ 
count of a Welsh tnauuscript in the Bo<Ui*ian library, 
from which he hopes to g^ some materials for his 
History of Music; imt being ignorant of the language, 
is at a loss where to And assistance. 1 make no doubt 
but you, Sir, can help him through his diflirultics, and 
therefore take the liboiy of recommending him to your 
favour, as I am sure you will flud him a man worthy of 
every civilfty that can be shown, and every benefit that 
can be conferred. 

** Bnlt we must not let Welsh dnve ns from Greek. 
Wlmt eomes d Xenophon ? (^) If yon do not like the 

(1) 4^«ard Edwards entered at Jesus CidlMC, 1743, wt. )?.$ 
B.D. 1758; andD.D.noa —Uau. 

(S> Dr. Edwards was prcftariitg an edition of Xenophon s 
Memonbilia, whfel^ however, he did not live to coraplole. —.C. 
[It wu publisbed is 17Sj> with o preface by Dri Owai.) 
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trouble of publishing tlie book, do not let four conw 
tnentariee be lost ; contrive that they may be publi^cd 
•omevhete. I am^ 8ir, &c. Sam. Joiiksun.” 

These letters procured Dr. Burney great kindness 
and friendly offices from both of these gentlcnn-n, 
not only on tliat occasion, but iu future visits to the 
university. The stinie ^ear Dr. .bdinsoii not only 
wrote to Joseph Warton in favour of Dr. Burney s 
youngest son, who was to he placed in tlie college of 
Winchester, but accompanied him when be went 
thither. 

W’c surely cannot but admire the benevolent ex¬ 
ertions of tliis great .and good man, especially when 
weacoDsider how gric'vou>ly he was atilicted with 
bad health, and bow uncomfurtable his home was 
mtule by tbe perpetual jarring of those whom he 
pJiaritably accommodated under Ins roof. He has 
8ometin)es suffered me to talk jocularly of his group 
of females, and call them his Seratffuu time 
mentions them, together with honest I.evett, in one 
of his letters to Mr*. I'hrale: “ Williams hates every 
body; Levett hates Desmoulins, and does nut love 
WilliaiasDesmoulins hates them both; PoU (>) 
loves none of them.” (^) 

Miss Carmichael. — B. — .1 have not learned how this 
lady was connected with Dr. Johnson. It waa no doubt his 
doUMStic enerienre which prompted his complimentary excla¬ 
mation to Hannah Mwe and her four ^fi«tcr(^ ** mat! jut 
tvomeKA'ue hapjxlniosetker MotifiLifii, v. i.p.67.—C.lilSS. 

l^ese connexionB exposed biro to trouble and incessant 
■olw^tion, which be bore well enough; but bis iniiutcs were 
enemies to bit peace, and occasioned him great disquiet: the 
jcalou^ that suMisted among them rendered his dwelling irk- < 
some to Um, and ba seUem approached it, sAer an eveninift 
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Lktb» SS9. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESa 

« Nov. 21. 1778. 

" Dear Sir,—I t is indeed a long time since T wrote, 
and 1 think yoa have some reason to complain; how- 
«ver, you must not k*t small things disturb you, when 
you have such a fine addition to ymir happiness as a 
new boy, and i hojie you^ lady's health restored by 
bringing him. It seems very probable that a little care 
will now restore her, if any remains of her complaints 
are left. 

** You seem, if I understand your letter, to 1)0 gain¬ 
ing ground at Auchinleck, an incidep^ that would give 
me great delight! 

** When any fit of anxiety, or gloominess, or per¬ 
version of mind lays hold upon you, make it a ruI|S)iiot 
tt) puUish it by complaints, but exert your whole care 
to hide it; by endeavouring to hide it, you will drive 
it away. Be always busy. 

** The Club is to meet with the parliament ; we talk 


con-»'«<>tfon abroad, but with thr dread of Roding it a mYne of 
<* iiid of having his ears filled with the coniplainte of Mrs. 
• vf Fnuik.'t neglect of h» duty and inattenlion to the 
a of his master, and of Frank against Mrs. WilKams, for 
the aothoHQr tdte assumed over him, and (norcised with an un> 
wanantabte severity. Even thuse intruders who had taken 
shelter under hit roof, and who, in his absence from home, 
faraoght Akfaer thdr childnm, found cause to murmur; their 
pruvtiion of food was scanty, or their dinnera iU dressed;" all 
which h« ohofie to endure, rather than put an end to their cla¬ 
mours by riddiog his home of such thankJeaB and tnmbkamnc 
guests. Kay, se insenetblv was he of ingratitudv of thoae 
whom he minbrcd thus to hang upon him, ana unong whom ne 
may be said to have divided an income which was Intle more 
than nfilclent for his own support, that he would nibmit to re- 
yirinch and pmonol affW>nt from some of them; even Levett 
wfiuM soinehmes iosuh hiin, and Mrs. WtlKams, in her par- 
oxywaa'Of ragv, has bden kmrwn to (irirc him tyom her presoMW 
—'Il^wuna 
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of etectiag BadIcs^ the traveller ; he will be a reputable 
member. Lsngton baa been encamped with his com¬ 
pany of militia on Warley-common; 1 spent five days 
amongst them ; he signalised himself as a diligent officer, 
and lias very high respect in the regiment. He pre^ 
sided when 1 was there at a court-martial; he is now 
quartered in Hertfordshire; his lady and little ones are 
in Scotland. Paoli came to the camp, and commended 
the soldiers. % 

“ Of myself 1 have no grrat matters to say: my 
health is not restored; my nights are restle^ and tedi> 
ous. 'i'hc best night that 1 have had these twon^ 
years was at Fort Augustus 

“ I ho))e soon to send you a few Lives to read. I 
am, dear Sir, your most affectionate, 8aii. JoBitsoit." 

^bout this time the Rereroiid Mr. John Hussey, 
who had been some time in trade, and was then a 
clergyman of the church of England, being about to 
undertake a journey to Aleppo, and other parts of 
the East, which he accomplished, Dr. Johnson (who 
had long been in habits of intimacy with him) ho> 
noured him with the following letter: — 

Lanaa SSa TO MR. JOHN HUSSEY. 

« Dae. 39. 177a 

" Dbaa have seat you * Grammar/ 

and haw left yoa two boedts more, by wbidi 1 hope to 
be remcaabered: write my name in them;.we may, 
perhaps, aee each odier no more: you part with my 
good Widies, nor do I dei^atr of aedng you return. 
Let no oppQiiiuuties of riet comqrt you; let no bad 
example seduce you; let the blind&eas ^ Mahometans 
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confirm yea in Chriettaoi^. God Uess joa. 1 cm, 
dear ffir, your aAicfionite humble servant, 

^'SaM. JOBNSOIf.” 

Johnson this year expr^rssed great satisfaction at 
the publication of the first volume of “ Discourst's 
to the Koyal Academy," by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
whom he always eonsidear-d as one of his literary 
school. Much praise indeed is due to those exceK 
lent Discourses, which are so universally admired, 
hnd for which the author received from the Empress 
of Russia a gold snuff-box, adome^ with her profile 
in bcu set in diamonds; and containing, wliat 
is infinitely more valuable, a sUp of paper, on which 
^rc written, with her imperUi majesty’s own hfind. 
^e following words:—“ Pour h Chevalier lley^ 
violdsy en Umtnr^agt du eontentement que Jai m- 
senfte d la lecture de tee exccllcns Diecours sur la 
Pwiiure.'* 

This year, Johnson gave the world a luminous 
proof that the vigour of his mind in all its faculties, 
whether memory, judgment, or inuigination, was not 
in the least abated; for this year came out the first 
four ve^nmes of his “ Prefaces, biographical and mi* 
tici^ to rile most eminent of the En^h Poets *,’* 
pnbHshed by the booksellers of London. The ve.- 
ntainlog volumes came out in the year 2780. Tito 
^^ts were selected by the several bosinKllers who 
Iil4 honorary coj^right, which is atill preserved 
; alttoag rimm by mutual compact, notwit^tauding 
the da<risi<m of the.Housc of Lords against the per¬ 
petuity of Uteraiy property. We have bis own au- 
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thority(^), Uttt bj his recommendation the ems 
of Blackmore, Watts, Pozafret, and Yaldcn, were 
added to the collection. Of this work 1 shall speak 
> more partieulorlj hereafter. 

Lrnu SSI. TO MUS. ASTON. 

Bolt Coui% Fl«ct Scrceti Jan. 2. 1779. 

” t>eAn Madam, — No% the new year is come, of 
which 1 wish you and dear Mra Gastrel many and 
many returns, it is fit (hat I give you some account of 
the year past. In the banning of it 1 bad a difficulty 
of breathing, and other illness, from which, however, 1 
hy degrees recovered, and from which 1 am now toler. 
ably free. In the spring and rammer 1 flattered myself 
that I should come to Lichfield, and forebore to write 
tiUl could tell of my intentimia with some certainty, 
and one thing or other making the journey always im¬ 
proper, as 1 (lid not come, 1 mpittet^ to write, till at 
last I grew afraid of hearing ill news. But the other 
day Mr. Pnijcaii (-) called and left word, that you, dear 
Madam, are grown better; and 1 know not when '• 
heard any thing tliat pleased me so much. 1 shall now 
long more and more to see Lichfield, and partake the 
happiness of your recovery. 

“ Now' you Iregin to mend, you have gresA eimdur 
agement to take care of yomrs^. Do not omit any 
thing that can conduce to your hetfUb, and when 1 oome, 
1 sbjdl hope to enjoy with you, and dearest Mrs. Gas- 
trel, many pleasing hWs. ^ not be angry tt xny long 
mnission to write, but let me hear how you both do, 
for you will write to inffiody, to whom your welfare 
will give more plMsure, than to, dearest Madam, ymr 
moat humble servmt,. Sail. Johksok.'^ 

<1) LifeofWatts. 

Mr. Pnyean married the youngest of Mimes Am*. 
•M-HamwooB. 
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LmnSSS. TO HRS. LUCY PORTER. 

** Court, Ft«it Slrcrt, Jn. S. 1779. 

*'t)mjUtMT Lots,—T bnugt) I bftve ao long oimtted 
to writBi 1 will omit it no loii^r. I hope the new year 
finds you not worse than you have formerly been; and 
I wish that many yews may pass over you without 
tnnging either pain or diseontenc' For my part, I Uiuilc 
ray healdi, thou^ not good, fet n&at better than win n 
1 left you. 

" My pnrpoae was to hive paid you my amrnal visit 
in tbe attnmor, bat it happened otbcrwiae, not b) any 
journey another way, for 1 have never been many miles 
fimn London, bat by such bindranres* as it » hard to 
bring to any account. 

** Do ncH lollow my had example, but write to me 
toon again, and let me know of you what you baw to 
tell i 1 hope it is all good. 

** Ffease to make my conapUments to Mrs. ('obb, 
Mra. Adey, and hlita Alley, and aD the ladies and gen- 
tlenum diw frequent yom inanuon. 

** If you want any books, or any thing else diat 1 
can send you, let me know. 1 am, dew Madam, yoor 
most huB^ servant. Saw. JutimHor.” 

On the 9Qd of January, 1 wrote to on several 
toplcS) and mentioned, that as he had ^een so good 
M to pem u t me to have the proof idicots of his 
** Xdns of the Poets," 1 had written to hik servant, 
Fnmeis, to take care of tliem for uOk 

JUdMB m FROM MR. BOSWElL. 

* «< RdiBbnigh, Fsb. S. 1779. 

^ Mr Pnkn lNn> Oarriek's deadi » a striking 
creat; nm that vra Aoold be eotpriaed with the death 
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of anj man wbo baa lived dxly-tvo ]jui 

bccBuae there wh a ettfoe><|r ia onr late celrlvated tiinady 
which drove a«ay the ^ogbta of imtk l>om any aaao> 
cwtion with Anik 1 am nue yon will be tsodeiiy 
afTected widi his departnic , and 1 would wish te hear 
from yon ti}K)n the nibjett 1 was obliged to hiin in 
m> (Uys of tfUrvewnce m London, when poor Demch 
WMt. niy governor , and once that time 1 received many 
aviliues from him Do y%i remember bow pleaniiig n 
was, when I received a letter fiotn him at Jnverary, 
npon our dn>t return to civihaed hving after oar He. 
bmUan jourtuy <* I aliall alnaya remember him with 
affiitton as w<U aa admiration. 

*' (>n haturdiy^laat bentg tbt 30th of Jannary, J 
drank cofflc and old port, and had rolemn eonversatuai 
with tlic Rii<‘rend Mr. halconer, a nof^juring hashop, a 
very«lcannd and vorthy man. He gave two toasts^ 
whiih you Tiill biluvt. I drank with cordiabty. Dr* 
Samuel Johnson and Flora Macdonald I sat about 
four Lours >\ith him, and it nab reallyaa if 1 had been 
Lving m the last unturv The epibiopal ehuroK of 
Scotland, though iuthiul to the royal house of Stuart, 
hail nev<r aicepkd of any rung/ dihre wnce die revolu¬ 
tion , It » tiu. only true epii.copal diorih in Scotland, 
aa It lias its own succession of bbhops For as to the 
qnscopal clergy, who take the oaths to the presmt go- 
veromeut, dicy indeed fcdlow the nlct of die churd) of 
Ifinglandj but, as Biyhop Falcooer observed, * they tte 
not^^opalt; for they arc undcrBolndiep,a8 aWdiop 
cannot have snthonty teyond his dioeese.’ This vener- 
aide gentkmea did me the honour to dine with me yea« 


1 On Mr Oorrwkti moBunteot to liwhfiekl Cothnind, lie 
^tobwodied, **agede4yeets.’’ BetAM a ini«du, aad 
Boas all ie pe rf a w t eorrm. Gamek was bapuzed at 
Pobnu^ M. 1714^17, and died at hu bouse to Lon- 
^uory m. iTt9. Tbe iaacimcyod kpMsiyinvenptidnt 

M. IW laetnption, as mvtn m Hse w oed'i 
hasyean. 
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terday, and 4ic laid tiis lia&dfi upoD th» heads of my 
little (mee. We had a gitod deal of curious literary oon- 
-venation^ particularly about Mr. 'I'homas Ruddiman^ 
with whom he lived in great frkiui^p. 

''Any fresh instance of the uncertainty of li& mahes 
one embrace more cloecly a valu»ble friend. My dear 
and much respected 8ir> may (ind preserve yon long in 
this world while I am in it. I arn ever, your mud) 
obliged, and affectionate hi^blc servant, 

" Jaices Boswelu** 

Limta S34. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

« Feb. 15. 1779. 

" Dbahest Madam,>^1 have nerer deserved to be 
treated as yon treat me. When you employed me be> 
fore, I undertook your atfair (1) and succeeded, but them 
f succeeded by choosing a proper time, and a {■•oper 
fime I will try to choose again. 

" 1 have about a week’s work to do, and then I shall 
come to live in Mown, and will first wait on you in 
Dover.strtet. You arc not to think that 1 neglect you, 
for- your nieces will tell you how rarely th^ have seen 
roc. I will wait (m you as soon as 1 can, and yet yon 
must resolve to talk things over without anger, and you 
must leave roc to catch opportunities, and be assured, 
dearest dear, that I should have very little enjoyment of 
that day in which 1 had neglected any opportuni^ of 
doing to TOO. 1 am, dearest Madam, your hum. 
ble servant, Sam. Joknbom." 


Lanaa 995. TO MRR LUCY PORTER. , 

. ^ Bolt Court, Fleet Street, March 4. t7YSu . 

Mt dbabLovb, — ^ce I heard from yoi^ifaent 
'0 a Rttle print, and two harrels of oy^era, and t diall 


T 

ThisseenutoalJudetosoniofsvMBrfpRlbabiy 
^sme) wliieb Jobneon was to sc^cit froec w Joidii 
■'ReyBMUa. - C. 


babiy a peruniaiy 
Joshua for Miss 



^T*T. 70. DfiATH OF GAURICK 

h»ve some little booVs to semi you soon. I 4>sve seen 
Mr. Pearson, and am pleased to tiiul tliarhe has got a 
livipig. 1 was hurried when he was witlt me} but had 
time to hear that my friends wore all weli. 

“ Poor Mrs. Adey was, 1 think, a good wontao, aud 
therefore her death is Itms to he latneuted; > but it is not 
pleasant to think how uncertain it is, that, when friends 
part, tliey will ever meet again. My old complaint of 
flatulence, and tight aift Khurt breath, oppress me 
heavily. My night* arc v.t‘ry restless. I think of con¬ 
sulting the doctor to-raomiw. 

'Ihis has been a mild winter, for which 1 hope you 
have been the better. Take what care you can oi 
youivelf, and do not fewget to dtink. 1 wa* somehow 
or other hindered from coming into tlie country last 
b'^^mcr, but I think of coining this year. 1 am, dear 
love, your most humble servant, Sam. Johnsos:.' 

T.SPreiiSSC. TO MRS. ASTON. 

“ Holt Crturt, Fleet Street, March 4. 1779. 

0 

“ )>EAR Madam, — Mrs. (lastrell and you are very 
often in my thou|d^ht, though 1 do not write so often as 
might be expected from so much hive and so much re¬ 
spect. I please myself with thinking that I shail see 
you agtun, and shall tiiul you better. But futurity is 
uncertain: poor David [Garrick} ha^ doubtless many 
^turities in hi* bead, which death has intercepted — a 
ileaih, J believe, totaliy unexpecUHi: he did not in his 
last hour seem to think Ids life in danger. 

My old complaints bang l^vy <ui me, and my 
nights are very uncomfoitaMe:and unquiet; and slee;>- 
1^ nights make heavy days.' ibink to go to iuy 
Jihysieian, and try what can be For why should 

not I grow better as well as yott> ' 

" Now ytni ate better, prey, itearest Madam, wko 
eare of ycurseli. 1 hope to come this summer and 

VOL. VI*. , u 
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waticti jrov. It will be a yery pleasant journey if 1 can 
find ami dear Mn. Oasuell well. J seat jon two 
barrels of testers; if you wonld wish for more, please 
to tend your commands to, AJadam; your most humble 
servant, Sau. JonnsoN.** 

LmtRJjrj?. TO MRS. THRAI.E. 

f •* March 10. 1779. 

'' ] will oome .to see you on Saturday, only kt me 
kcou’ wiiether ] must come to the Borough, or am to 
be taken here. 

1 got my Lives, not yet quite printed, put neatly 
tt^ther, and sent them to Uic king: Vhat he suys of 
1 know not If the king is a Whig, he will not 
like them: but is any king a Whig ?** 
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Mr. Ttuker'tt « Oder — Man ofOte World. — « Vicar 
of WaktfuJdr^Juniuee XMtera.~~ Parental Av- 
' thority. —• London. — “ Goi^emment of the Tonyne.'’ 
— Good Friday. — Easter Day. — £e/-<Wnn«nij. — 
Claret, Port, oBrandy. — Shakspeare a Witchee. — 
Lochl(mo\i<i. Liberty. — Hackman. Jokneon 
and Tojduim Beauclerk. Mallet.Frimdiihip, 
3kilogy on Garride. — " Art of getting drunk.’' — 
Empirics — rarental Affection. Lord March- 
mont. — Pope. — Parwffa “ Hermit.'' — Corre¬ 
spondence. 


On tlic 23d of Februarjr I had written to him 
complaining uf his silence, as 1 had heard ho 
v'as ill, and had written to Mr. Thrale for inform¬ 
ation conoeming him: and I atmonneed my inteutioa 
of soon being again in London. 


Lrrrw 338. TO JAMES BOSWELt, ESQ. 

« March IS. 1779. 


tt 


Bcaji Sib, — Why shonld you take soch delight 
ake 4 bustle, to write to Mr. 'Phrak that I am nug- 
it, ai^ to Fmda to do what is so very unnecessary ? 
de, you may be aare, cared not about it; and 1 
spare Frutcis the treble, by ordering a set both 
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of die liTM end Porfo to tkv Mrs. IWisvtclI (’), la ac. 
)cnoiiled(pn«n( of ht‘r niarn aladc. Persuaile her lo 
«eeqH ami accept diem kindly. 11 J thought i>lip 
would receive them vroniltilly. 1 would aend them to 
Mw Bobwel), whoj 1 hoiH', bus yet i<one of her mtmuta’e 
iU-will to mo. 

" I would mind iK't'i of Lms. four rolamcit, to aome 
Other frlenda, to Lord Haih'^ Krst. }I» aecond rolume 
liea by my bod.ii«le, a bool*<.i)r(.Iy uf great labour, and 
to every juat tliiuker of grtat debgiiL Write me word 
to whom 1 bhall bcml bi»<idpiL M'uuid it pleoae T^ird 
Auchinleck? Mre. Thrale waits in the coach, lam, 
dear Sir, &e. 8am. JooNauN.’' 

s 

This letttr croshed mo on tlu' road to London, 
where I amvod on Moiidoy, March 15., uid /io\t 
nionihig, at a into hour, found Dt. Johnson bitting 
ov<r his tea, attcndid by Mrs. DobmouliM, Mr. 
Li’viti, and a clergyman, who had come to submit 
buiuc pootictil pit e<s to Iiif* revision. It is wonder¬ 
ful what a number and variety ol witters, midic ot 
them even miknown to him, prevailed on his good¬ 
nature to look ov or tiu ir vvorks and suggest correc¬ 
tions and improvipimmU My arrival interrupted, 
for a little while, the important Imsincsb of thtb true 
representative of Bayes; upon its Ijcing resumed, 1 
found &at the subject undei iraincdiate consideration 
was a translation, yet in inamiseiipt, of the Carmen 
8»ulare” of Horace, w hieb liad this year be( n set 
to music, and performed as a public entertauiment in 
Tioadon, for the joint benefit of Monsieur Philidor 

(f) wnt a iM ekgintly bound tioi gdt, iriilefa wu it- 
cawad as a swvy hasdsmmi prwent. 

ft) [Andnw FMbdor, ■ musician and Lbrss-jdsycr of ciwi- 
i«aea, la 1777 , he pubbAad “Analywdo JeuiicbEUWcs.”! 
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and Signor Barctti. Wlion Johnson had done read* 
ing) the author asked him bluntiy, ** If upon the 
whole it was a good translation?" Johnson, whose 
regard for truth ^ as uneomrannly atriet, seemed to 
he pu^rled for a moment whut answer to make, as 
ho certainly could not honestly commend the p< r- 
tonnauce: with exquiKite address he evarlcd the 
^luestion tlms “ Sir, I cto not say that it may not 
be math a M-ry good traiisiatlon." Here uotlting 
w hate\ ( 1 * m favour of the perfornwjce was aiKrmed, 
and yet the %vriter was not shocked. A printerl 

CMc to the ATarlike (ienius of Britain" came next 
in ri’tien. The bard (') was a lauk bunjr figure, 
wnl^ short bhiek hair; he was writhing himself in 
agitation, while Johnson nod, and, bhowing his 
teeth in a grin of (Mme<«tness, exclaimed in broken 
bcutenees, and in a k(‘cn sharp tone, ** Is tliat pootr}', 
Sir?—Is it Pindiir?” Johnson. “Why, Sir, 
llieru IS hert‘ a great deal of what is called poctrj’." 
Then, turning to me, the poet crieil, “ My nms<' 
has not been long u}>on th(‘ town, and (pointing to 
the Ode^ it tregables under the liond of the grout 
critic^" JohosoD, in a tone of displuabure, asked 
him, “ Why do you praise Ansou ? *' 1 did not 

trouble him by asking his reusoa for tliis questiun.(’’ > 

1 1) Thn wm a Mr. Tsskor. Mr. D'lsneb lofbrms me thni 
pgrtrslt» n sceunuely drawn, ibat buinfb some yean liter 
the pulidiostion i)f diii work, at a wat(.iing*]>laec on the roaw of 
Devon, Im wa* mvted by Mr. Taster, KhoM name, however, he 
did act then know, but w«« so vtruck with hbi resemblance to 
Boweir* filenuK, thai he asked bim wbctlw be had not had att 
inurrlew vnth Dr. Johnson, ami it apneared that he was md'n.'d 
tba luthor of *• Ths Warlika Genius ofOritam." — C. 

(I) Us dieliked Lard Anstm probi^ly horn local pohUuS 

B J 
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He proceeded: — Here Is an error, Sir; you Iiave 
made Oenlas femlnme." ** Palpable, Sir (cried tbe 
enthusiast); I know it. But (in a lower tone) U 
was to pay a corapliment to tbe Duclicss of Devon- 
shite, with which her gru<;e was pleased. She is 
walking across CoEheatb in tbe uiilitary uniform, 
and 1 snpposc her to be the Genius of Britain.*' 
Johnson. “ Sir, you aro^giving a reason for it; 
but that will not make it right. You may have a 
reason why two and two should make five; but they 
will atUI make but four.** 

Although I was st^reral times w‘hh him in the 

course of tlm following days, such it seems w'ere my 

occupations, or such my negligence, that 1 h^ve 

preserved no memorial of his conversation till Friday, 

March 26., when X visited him. He said he expected 

to be attacked oft at'count of his “ Lives of the 

Poets.” •' However,” said he, "I wouldraUurbe 

# 

attacked than unnoticed. For the worst thing you 
can do to an author is to be silent as to hU works. 
An assault upon a town is a bad thing; but starving 
U is still worse; an assault may be u|uocccssful, yon 
ma^ jave more men killed than you kill; but if you 
^uve the town, you are sure of victory.” 

Talldttg of A f!rfend{i)of ours AMOciating with 


tKe 


4Qp one occttdoQ lie riHted Lord Ansoo’s nee^ end sithough, 
jbccoarcwed, “wdl reedved snd Undljr trnted. be, i 
true gratitude of* wit, iidkal«d tbe miMtcr of the boiue befiHv 
hs'lwl Ml it cn JuuK*^ lo tbe ceoande there ta a Teaqile of the 
OB whieh ha nadetht following epjgrian: ' ’ 


Oretustwhna laHo t QhI SAidt ovinU ventb, 
tluan bfM taMWUWMTfm teapSi J*HI—naoTr 

(!) j s ritft s B^boMi. Bee awth jp> 
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persons of very discordant prineiples aitd cbaracters; 
X 5ud he was a very universal man, ()uite a aiaii of 
the world. Johnsok. ** Yes, Sir; but one may 
be 50 much a man of the world, as to be nothing in 
the world. X remember a passage in (roldsmith's 

* V'icar of Wak^eld,’ which he was afccru-ards fool 
enough to expunge. * I do not love a man who is 
zealous for nothing.*” •Bosweli.. “ Tliat was a 
hne passage.” Johkson. Yes, Sir: there was 
another fine passage too, which he struck out: 

* When I was a young mtui, being anxious to distin¬ 
guish myself, Pwas peq>ctuuUy starting new propo¬ 
sitions. But I soon gave this o^rr; for I luTind that 
ge^rally what was new was false.'*(*} I said I 
did not like to sit with people of whom I had not a 
good opinion. Joakson. ** But you must not in¬ 
dulge your delicacy too much,* or you will be a 
itic-a-Uu man all your life. ■ 

s 

Lxrr»889. TO MRS. TURALC. 

•• Miirch J8. 1T79. 

" On Monday I came late to Mrs. Vesey. Mrs 
Montagu was there; I colled for the print (^), uni got 
good words. The evening was not brilliant, l^t I had 
thanks ff»r my oonqMtay. The night was troul^tainie. 

(1) Dr. BoibiM bi a oota Introduced in a fonucr page, h«« 
mentioned this csrcunutaooa concerning OoMsmitb, os com¬ 
municated to Ida fay Dr.'^ Johnson, net reootlecting that it 
ocowrad has. Uie'remaki W»mr, is not whOUv «up«HIuoms, 
«it aa^tuM tfaat the wof^ wtiiefa OoUhanitii had put into Uw 

aocUbtifa fictitiousdsaraeti^ia tbe wVjea'ofWskeriE>ld.*'mid 
■ w(tidi, as we loam ftom Dr. JehnsM, 'tie afterwards crpiii^n-rt, 
ndated,-likaiBany otfatf pMsagmlnw^vpk to biiohclt', — M. 

• CW-Wr^.Montagu'spo«raifcWii''j)rt.. .. 

. »-'4 
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On Tuefiday-l &6ted, aid went io the doctor: he ordered 
bleeding. Ob Wednesday I bad die tef-pot, fasted, and 
was blooded. M'ednesday night was lietter. To-day 
.1 have dined at^Hr. ficrahany at iKlinfpon ('), with his 
Dew wife. To*iiigh( thm will he opium ; to.morrow 
the tea pot ; then heigh fur Saturday. I wish the doc. 
tor would bleed me again. Yet every body that 1 i»e<^ 

■ays that 1 look better than when I was laa met" 

« 

I>urtng my stay in London this spring, I find I 
was unaccotintably negligent in preserving Johnson's 
sayings, more so than at any time wiien 1 was happy 
enough to have an opportunity of bearing his wisdom 
And wit. There is no help for it now. I must con¬ 
tent myself with presenting such scraps as I have, 
llpt I am nevertheless ashamed and vexed to ttunk 
how much has been lust It is not that there was 
a bad crop this y^ar, bm lhat 1 was not sufficiently 
cartffdl in gathering it in. I tlicrefore, in some in¬ 
stances, can only exhibit a few detached fragments. 

Talking of the wonderful concedment of the 
author of the celebrated lettere sign^ J^uniuSt he 
said, I should have believed Barite to be Junius, 
li^cause Z know no man but Burke who is oapaUe 
of wriliBg these letters; but BuHce spontaneonal^ 
denied it to me. The cuse would have beau different, 
had I talked himif'hewas the auth^; a man so 
q oMttoj a cd , as to an anonymous pntdi»tion> may 

to denjr it.' 

ohsarvod ^at his old 

4 

with extnorainar son m 
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■t^ptr' S t M s C , nstflyopppwtethecburch. Tbeliou!<a 
wp •nwru.r Aliwadoo.') 
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his own country^ by having had an exception made 
ill his favour in an Irish act of pariiaraent concern* 

‘»ng insolvent debtors. (^) “ Thus to be singled out*” 

said ill', by a legislature, as an object of public 
consideration and kindness, is a proof of no common 

At Streatham, on Monday, March 29., at break* 
fast, he maintained that ft father had no right to 
control the inclinations of his daughter in marriage. 

On Wednesday, Mar<d) SI., when I visited him, 
and confessed an excess of which I had very seldom 
been guilty — tllat I had spent a. whole night in 
playing at cards, and that I could not look back on 
it with satisfaction — instead of a harsh animadver¬ 
sion, he mildly said, Alas, Sir, on how lew thhiga 
can wc look back with satisfactloQ I ** 

On Thursday, April 1., he commended one of 
the Dukes of Devonshire for a dogged vera- 
<dty." (-) He said, too, “ London is nothing to some 
people; but to a man whose pleasure is intellectual, 
London is the place. And there is no place where 
enoQomy can be so well practised as in London: 
more can be had here for money, even by ladies,. 


(1) This i$ ft totftl Mr« Wfaytfi tells u» (JfitceSv 

Jfova,) of the t>entonal civility with which come of ft 

committee of the Idsh Houfift of Cammom on a bill for ^.nsUef 
of inM>lveac debtoi^ tnntfed Mr* Sheridan nd Mn Wbytfti who 
scared pn.faic bdiftlfi but ttero is m exception in thcr^ftct* 
sKwdan^ pftme la ftR^ hundreds^ ftod hftK no detection 

aciwiUkftit 
thift he dbtftiOhc^ 
of her penovn In Mnriidf 
to JnjA 

(Sj Seie oAfe, i>. a. 


;ht WKK, xti b« inciuded io th« 
r, jnl hr was resident in Fnffice t 
I'.'jW'Voe iuindred and twenty 
ivfm.trt abo iochtded. fi«» 
C. 


♦ V 




• t 





LIFE OF JOIIKSQS. 



17T9. 


than ftBy .irbcrc dse. Vou oannot pbr tricks uith 
3rGttr ^xrtune Ib a small place; you must make an 

• I ^ 

Utiiform ^pearance. Here & ’-uiy may have’u'cll*'* 
lurnlobad 8^>artmentK, and dress without 

any meat ia her kitchen.” 

I vas amnsed by considcriug with how iimoh ease 
mid coolness he could write or talk to a friend, ex- 
horting him not to suppose that happiness was n(>t 
to be found as well lu other places as in London: 
when he himself was at all times 8<>Tisible of its being, 


comparatively speaking, a heaven upon earth. The 
truth is that by those who from sll^acity, attention, 
and experience, have‘learnt the full advantage of 
London, its preeminence over every other ]^aoe, 
dot only for variety of eiyoyment, but for comfort, 
will be felt with a pliilosopfaicai exultation. The 
freedom from remark oud petty censure, with which 
life may be passed tlirre. Is a circumstance which a 
man who knows Um teasing restrunt of a narrow 
cirde must relish highly. Mr. Burke, whoae orderly 
and amiable domesUe habits might make the eje of 
observation less iricsome to him titan to most men, 


said once very ^eaiantly, in my hearing, **Though 
1 have the honour to represent Bristol, I not 
^e to txfi therSi I should be obCgiMl tb so 

sodety at one tims,.^ in 
rei^rsmei^ ad ant^r, without animadi^iMi; 
|hfr|i_ wlfritft, a mtini mm house is truly 
w h'witleh he can be ia perfect safety from 
uttrooen he pkasea. .1 jaever shall forget 


hov ir^ this wss expressed to me one day Mr. 



AIiaJ-. Ta GOVERNMEKT OF Till lOKGUE. SlSf 

Mcyncll: Tlic chief advantage of Londoo/’ s&id 
he, ii^ tliat a loan b aiways so itear kU bterroto.’* 

lie sold of one of hb old acquaintaDee&{’), “ He 
is Ten- fit for a travelling governor. He knows 
Frt uoh very well, lie is a man of good piTnOiples; 
and there would be no danger that a young gentle¬ 
man should catch his niauticT; for it is so veiy bad, 
that it must be'avohliKl. In that respect he would 
l>e like the drunken lli-Iot.'’ 

A gentleman has informed me, that Johnson said 
of the same person, ** Sir, he has the most inverted 
undc^ri^tanding any man whom 1 Imve ever 
known.” 

V 

Ov Friday, April 2., being Good Friday, I visited 
him in the morning os usual; and finding that we 
insensibly fell into a train of ridicule upon the foibles 
of one of our friends, a very worthy man, I, by way 
of a check, quoted some'good admoniUon from 
“ The Government of the Tongue,” tliat very pious 
book, if happened also remarkably enough, that 
the subject of the sormtm preadied to os to-day by 
Dr. Burrows, the rector of St. Clement Danes, was 
the ^rtainty t^t at the last day we must give an 
account of " the deeds done in the body;” and 
auMi^St various «u!ts of culpabitity bo mienlloned 
evilHipeaking. As we were moving slowly ^ong in 
the crowd from chareh, Jobnsem jo^ed my e^w, 
and smd, « Did you attend to the sOnno? ? " ** Ye% 
Sir,” said I; *‘itwasyery ji^pUoahila to He» 

( 1 ) Profeahly Itfr. tfehbwuwe, the s ch o^ nm xr at K snrtpg - 
Um, and trsnilstor e^Msnist. -rjl. 
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bonever* stood upon tbe defensive. “ Why, Sir, 
the sense of ridieule & given us, and may be law¬ 
fully used. The author of ‘ The Govcriimcnt of 
the Tongue' would have us treat ell men alike.” 

In the ioter%*ai between morning and evening ser- 
vioe^ he endeavoured to employ himself earnestly in 
devotional exercise; and, as he has mentioned in 
his “ Prayers and Meditations,” gave me ” Ln 
Penstes de PandteX^ that I might nut interrupt 
him. I preserve the book with reverence. His 
prestmting it to me is marked upon it with his own 
hand, and 1 have found in it a trulj divine unction. 
We went to church again in tlie afternoon. 

On Satunlay, April 3., I visited him at x^ght, 
Aid found him sitting in Mrs. Williams's room, with 
hcr^ and one who he afterwards told iite was a no* 
tural son (‘) of •the second Lord Southwell. The 
table had a singular appearance, being covered with 
a heterogeneous assemblage of oysters and porter 
for his company, and tea for himself. I Mentioned 
my having heazti an eminent physician, who was 
hifuaelf a Cliristian, argue in favour of universal 
toleratiofi, and maintain, that no man could be hurt 
by another man's difiering from him in opinion. 
Jonvsotf. " Sir, you are to a certain decree hurt 

by knowing that even tme man does not brieve.** 

'' «>. • 

. April £..<->0^Friday.—lam imt'towHew^ 

♦ ^ , 

(t). ilaurifltn Liuw^ a paioWr, in wheaa Jobnaoo, 

wRKc a kind letto ta 

(S) Dr. annual reviawnf hh ceh4 ^'mbmm Su 

Hava bate this jraarmore dstailed and acvcrrtb^lpaSwC. 
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t})C lust vcar^ anti find litde but dismal vacuity, neither 
Imtiiness nor pleasure ; nfurh intended, uid littie done. 
My hcaldi is much broken ; my nights aSbrd me lUUe 
rest. I have Iried opium, but its help is counterba¬ 
lanced with great disturlmoce; it prevent the spasms, 
but it hinders sleep. O God, have mercy on me! 

** Last week I published (the first part of) the Lives 
sf die l*oets, written, 1 hora, in such a manner as may 
tend to the promotion of pwty. 

In this last year 1 have made litth' acquisition ; I 
have scarcely read any thing. I maintain Mrs. —— (<) 
and her daughter. Other good of myself 1 know not 
where to find, except a little charity. But 1 am now- 
in my seAentlcth^car; what can be done ought not to 
be delayed. 

April 1779* Up. M.—Easter-cve. — This is 
the turn of my annual review, and annual rrsolutioa. 
The review is corofortlesa; little done. Part of the 
Ijife of Dryden and die Life of Milton have been 
written ,* but my mind has neither teen improved nor 
enlarged. I have read little, almost nothing. And 1 am 
not conscious that 1 have gained any good, or quitted 
any evil babito. 


** Apiil 4» 1779j Eastor-day. —• I rose about half an 
hour after nine, transcribed the prayer written last 
night; and by neglecting to count time sat too long at 
breakfast, so that I came to diurch at the first lesson. 
1 attended tlte Litany pretty well; but in the pew could 
not hear ^ communioa service, and missed ^e prayer 
for the chitr^ miBtint. Before I went to the altar, I 
{nrayed &e ooca%onal prayer. .4t the altar I commended 
wy 0 ^ (a), and again prayed the {n'ayet i I then prayed 


/s' ^ 

(f) No doudu Mrs.''BemmtHin sad her daughter.—C. 

(S) These tett e rs (which I>r. Strdisn seems not to have vn- 
derstuod, p. lA^'fh^liahfy'nieaa 4 a«« «< dqMfMl jMnute,*' 
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the eoUect^ «»d ac^n my own prayer fay memory. 1 
loft out a danse. I then receNed, I hope with camMt> 
nen; and while others meived^ sat down ; bat thinlcivg 
tlmt posture, thtn^ch ueuai, improper, i rose and stood. 
1 prayed again, in the pew, ixit wiUi what prayer I 
have ihipitten. Hlicn I used the occaaionai prayer at 
the altar, 1 added a general purpose,—I'o avoid idie> 
new. I gave two sfailUngs to the plate. 

Before I went I used) 1 think, my prayer, and 
endeavoured to calm my mind. After my return 1 used 
it again, and the collect tor the day. Lord have mercy 
upon me! I have for aome nights called Francis to 
prayers, and last night discouracd with him on the 
sacrament.” (Pr. & .Med, p. 171—ifs.) 

s 

On Easte^day, after solemn service at St Paul's, 
l^dincd with him. Mr. Allen, the printer, wa8*also 
hiit guest He was uncommonly ailent; and 1 have 
not written down any thing, except a siogle curl* 
oQs fact, which, /tuving the sanction of hia inflexible 
veracity, may be received as a striking instance of 
human imensibillty and tneonsideration. As he 
was passing by a fiahmonger who was skinning an 
eel alive, be beard him " curse it, because it would 
not lie srilL** 


Oh Wednesday, April 7 ^ I dined with him at 
Joshua Reynoids'a. I have not marked what 
chipj^y was there. Johnson harangued upon the 
of diflerent liquors; and spoke $rith greak 
eOhii^i of claret, hs so weak, that a man would 
be dtowjied by it Wore it made him dmalu” He 


‘Sane eritus have objected to Om** iri tMs MaMs faot ft 
id^in EuriMos. fies Supp. t, 975.-i>C. iftSa" 


^TAT.ra C*ABBT — PORT —BRANDY. 25.> 

was persuaded to drink one glass of it, that be 
might Judge, not from rccoliection, which might be 
(Hm, but from immediate sensation. He siiook 
his head, and said, Poor stuff! Ko, Sir, duet is 
the liquor for boys; port for men; but he who 
aspires to be a hero (smiliog) roust drink brandy. 
Iti the first place, the fiavour of brandy is must 
grateful to the palate; then brandy wilt do 
soonest for a man what drinking can do for him. 
There are, indeed, few who are able to drink 
brandy. That is a power rather to be wished for 
than attained, jf nd yet,” proceeded ho, “ ns in all 
pleasure hope is a ('^nsidorable part, I know nut 
but f|tiitii>n comes too quick by brandy. Florence 
rine 1 tliink the worst; it is wine only to the* 
rye ; it is wine neither white you are drinking it, 
nor after you have drunk it; it neither pleases the 
taste, nor exhilarates the spirits.” 1 reminded him 
how heartily he and I used to drink wine together, 
when we were first acquainted; and how I used to 
hare a head-ache after sitting up with him. He did 
not fike to have this n'called; or, perhaps, thinking 
that I boasted improperly, resolved to have a witty 
stroke at me: ** Nay, Sir, H was not the irine that 
made your head ache, but the ren^ that 1 put into 
it” Bodwzti. “ What, Sir I will sense make the 
head ache ? "; Johksqk. “ Yes, Sir (with aemUe), 
wh^ h fused to it” No man who has a true 
Tdish of ydaaiNiriry cotdd be offended at this; 
ciajly if JphattMi itt a long int^acy had givma him. 
repeated proqft of bis regard and good estimataon. . 
I used to aay tiuU «s he bad given me a thouslnd 
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pounds ia praise, lie had a good right ouv and then 
to take a guinea from 

On Tbnrsdmy, April 8.. I dined with him at Mr. 
Allan Ramsay's, with Lord Graham (l^i^aod fome 
other company. Wc talked ofShakspearaVwitehes. 
Johnson. “ They arc beings of Ma own creation ; 
they arc a compound of malignity and meanness, 
without any abilities; and arc quite different from 
the Italian magician. King James says in bis * Dsc- 
inouology,' ^Magicians command the devils; witches 
arc their sen'ants.’ The Italian magicians are ele¬ 
gant beings.” Ramsay. ** Opera i.itches, not Draiy 
Lane witches.” Johnson observed, that abilities 
might be employed in a narrow sphere, a.<i in fretting 
money, which Ite said he believed no maji could do 
- without ngorous parts, though concentrated to a 
point. Kams.<fy. ** Yes, like a strong horse in a 
mill; he pulls better.” 

Lord .Graham, while be prmsed the beauty of 
Lochkmtond, on the banks of which is his family 
seat, complained of the climate, and said be could 
not bear it Johnson. Nay, my lord, dou’t talk 
eo i you may bear it well enough. Your ancestors 
have borne it moi« years than 1 can teU.” This was 
A handsome compliment to the antiquity of the 
house of Montrose. His lordship Udd me after- 
that he had only affected to complain of the 
etimate, lest if he had spoken as favourably of his 
country as he really thought Dr. Johnson might 
have attacked it Johnson waa very oouitAona to 

<(i} lbs (third) Duke of Montraee, bi»m in 1755^ 

J{|e Succeeded to the dukedom in 1790. -- C. 
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Lad}' Mar|;arpt Macdonald. ** MadiuDit” sud h& 
when I was in the Isle of Skye (^ beard of the 
people running to take Ute stones off the road lest 
Lady Mai^aret's horse should stundde.” 

Lord G^am commended Dr. Drumnumd at Na> 
pl<>s as a man of CYtreordinary talents; and added, 
that he had a great love ol' liberty. Johnson. 

** He h> younff(^), roy lor(L(iuoking to his lordship 
with an urch smile)^ all twys love liberty* till ex¬ 
perience convinces them they ore not so fit to 
govern themselves as they imagined. We are all 
jigret d as to our own liberty; we would have as much 
of it us we can get; but we are not agreed as to 
the liberty of others: for in proportion as we 
take, •thers must loose. 1 believe we hardly wish, 
that the mob should have liberty to govern us. 
When that was the case sometime ago, no man was 
at liberty not to have candles in*hi8 windows.” 
IIamsat. *‘The result is, that order is better than 
confusion.” Johnson. ** The result is, dial order 
cannot be had but by subordination.’' 

On Friday, April 16., I had been present at the 
trial of the unfortunate Mr. Hackmem, who, in a fit 
of frantic jealous love, had shot Miss Ray, the fa¬ 
vourite o(a nobleman.(^) Johnson, in whose com¬ 
pany I dined to-day with some other friends, was 
much interested by my account of what passed, and 
particulariy with his prayer for the mercy of Hea- 

(O 4ee oMii, VoL lY. p.S8». —C. 

- ft) HI* wis twentj^bur. — C. 

(a) J^atitehEsHofSuMMek.a 

VOX.. Yll. a 
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vea. He said, in a »oJemn fervid tone, ** 1 hqpe 
he skall find mercy.’' 

Thi* day a violent altcrcatkm arose between 
Johnson and Beanclerk, which having made muoh- 
noise at the time, 1 think, it proper^ in order to 
prevent an; future misrepresentation^ to give a mi> 
note account of it. 

In talking of Hacknjan, Johnson argued, as 
Judge Blackstone had done, that his being furnished 
with two pisteds was a proof that he meant to shook 
two persons. Mr. Bcauclerk said, << No; for that 
every wise man who intended to s^oot himself took 
two pistols, that he might be sure of doing it at once. 
Lord ' '’s cook shot himself with one pistol, 

ud lived ten days in great e^ny. Mr.-* (^), 

who loved buttered muffins, bnt durst not cat them 
because they disagreed with his stomach, resolved 
to shoot bimseir; and then he eat three buttered 
muffins for breakfast, before shooting himself, 
knowing that he should not be troubled with indi- 
gestion; he had two charged pistols; one was found 
lying charged upon the table by him, after he had 
shot himself with the otlicr.”*— ^ Well,” said John* 
son, with an air of triumph, ** you see here one pistol 


(1) Some thought that Mr. Dtnwr(«rboK suicide is rocorded 
io the UetUietatn'sMsn^c for 1776, p. SSS.) was here meant; 
' but 1 have since learned that it was JohuoD’a dd friend, Mr. 
Pitidterbeil, who terminated hit own lift, Stnuvyt, ]?78(we. 
Vcd. its. p. 270 . ). 'rUs coirection » ao w important, 
perha)M Mr. Beauclerk’s levity in mentioniM an want 
. wluoh nw. i>rQbahly very painfol to Johnson, may hate dispeead 
bwia to the subseouent, and, in such cmm, pardstukle a sp er i ty, •' 
C 1S35. 
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was euflicient” Beaoclerk replied sniartijT) “Be¬ 
cause it Uappened to kill him.” Aod eit^r then 
( T a very Uttle afterwards, being piqued at John¬ 
son’s triuniphant remark, added, “ This is what 
you don’t know, and I do." There was then a 
ecHsation of the dispute; and some minutes inter- 
vetted, during which, dinner and the glass went on 
cheerfully; when Johnsu^^ suddenly and abnipb, 
cjudeimed, Mr. Beauclerk, how came you to talk 
so petulantly to me, as * This is what you don't 
know, but what I know ? ’ One thing 1 know which 
you don't seem to know, that you are very uncivil " 
Beauclerk. “ Because you began by being uncivil 
(which you always are)." The words in paren 
these* were, 1 believe, not heard by Dr. Johnson^ 
Here again there was a cessation of arms. John¬ 
son told me, that the reason why he waited at first 
some time without taking any notice of what Mr. 
Beauclerk said, was because he was tliinking whe> 
ther he should resent it. But when he considered 
that there were present a young lord and an emi¬ 
nent traveller, two men of the world, with whom 
he had never dined before, he was apprehensive 
that they might thizik they had a right to take such 
liberties with him as Beauclerk did, and therefore 
resolved he would not let It pass; addmg, “ that be 
would not appear a coward.** A Uttle while after 
this, the conversation turned on the violence of 
Hackman’s temper. Johnson then said, “ It was 
his business to coTitniand bis temper, as my. friend, 
Mr. Beauclerk, should have done some time ^o.” 

8 2 ' 
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UCLSSK. “ I should Ifarn of you, Sir.” Jofn- 
“ Sir, you have given me op|>ortumde8 enough 
of learning, when 1 have been in your company. 
No man loves to be treated ^ith contempt." Beai> 
CLERK (with a polite inclination towards Johnsem). 
■Sir, you have known me tweatyycara,and however 

mar have treated others, you may be sure I could 
jiever treat you with con^mpt" Johnson. “Sir, 
you have said more than was necessary." Thus it 
ended ; and Beanclerk’s coach not Laving come for 
him till very late, Dr. Johnson and another gentle- 
man sat with him a long time after the rest of the 
company were gone; and be and'! dined at Beau- 
clerk’s on the Saturday se’nnight following. 

After this tempest had sulfided, 1 rccoUeitt the 
following particulars of uis couversatiou: 

“ 1 am always for getting a boy forward in his 
learning; for thht is a sure good. I would let him 
at first read any English book which happens to 
engi^ his attention; because you have done a 
great deal, when you have brought him to have en¬ 
tertainment from a book. He *11 get better boolm 
idltenvards." 

“MaUet, 1 believe, never wrote a single line of 
his projected life of the Duke of Marlborough. He 
groped for materials, and thought of It, till he had 
exhausted his mind. Thus it B(»netimeB happens that 
entangle diemselves in4h^ own sehemes." 

. “ To be contradicted in order to force yon to 
talk k mighty unpleasing; You aiiwe, indeed; but 
ft.k by being yrowsd." 

Of a gentleman who made some figure among the 
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literati -of hia tiBie (Mr. Fitelierbert) (‘)» lie said, 
** What ernkteoce he bad waa by a felicity of man* 
ner: he had no more-teaming than what be could 
not help.” * 

On Satnrday, April S4., 1 dined with him at Mr. 
Beauclerk’st with Sir Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Jones 
(aiiterwards Sir WtlluanV Mr. Langton, Mr. Stec- 
venst Mr. Paradise and Dr. Higgins. 1 mentioned 
that Mr. W'ilkus had attacked Garrick to me» as a 
man who had no friend. JoaNSOK. ** I believe 
he is right, Sir. Ot ov ^>X9< — He bad friends, 
but no friend, (f) Garrick was so ditfused, he had 
no man to whom he wished to unb<Mom himself. 
He Jiottnd peo^de always ready to applaud hhn, and 
that always for the same thing: so he saw life with 
great uniformity." 1 took upon me, for once, to 
tight with Goliak's weapons, and pfey the sophist.— 
Garrick did not need a friend, as he got front 
every body «ll be waarted. What is a friend ? One 
who supports yon, and comforts you, while others 
do not. Frisudship, you know, i^r, is the cordial 
drop, * to make the nauseous draught of life go 
dowu: ’ Imt if the draa^t be not nauseous, if it 
be all aweet, dhere is ja»x>ccasiDn for that drop." 
JouNsoK. <*h^yjBen would not be content to 
ILve^so.- X.h^>e 1 should not. They wodd wish to 
have-an intimate adtb whom they mi^t 

conqtaee naamds. Mid eharwh private wtaes." One 
of the cfm^any meutioned X.ord Chesterfield, as a 
manhad no jHend. Johvsok. “There were 

Vak VL p. saa^ C. 

(a) &wi>..tea.oetbis snL, Slid VoL 1. p. MG 

a S 
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more materials to make fnendship in Garrick^ had 
be not been so diffosed.” Boswell. "Garrick 
was pure gold, but beat out to thin le^ Lord 
Chesterfteld was tinseL'’(^) Johnson. "Garrick 
v'as a veiy good man, the obeerfuilest man of bis 
age; a decent liver in a profession which is sup¬ 
posed to give indulgence to licentiousness; and a 
man who gave away freel^ money acquired by him¬ 
self. He began the worid with a great hunger for 
money; the son of a half-pay ofiieer, bred in a 
family whose study was to make four-pence do as 
much as others made foxir-pende-halfpeimy do. 
But when he had got money, he was very HberaL" 
1 presumed to animadvert on his eulogy on jGar- 
rlck, in his " Lives of the Poets." " You say, Sir, 
bis death eclipsed the gaiety of nations.** John¬ 
son. " I could not itave said more nor less. It is 
the trutli; eclipsed, not ezHnffuuhedf and his death 
did eclipse; it was like a storm." Boswell. " But 
why nations ? Did his gaiety extend farther th an 
his own nation ? ” Johnson. " Why, Sir, some 
exaggeration most be allowed. Besides, nations 
may be said, if we allow the Scotch to be a nation, 
and to have gaiety — which they have not. You 
are an ezcepti«m, though. Come, gendemen, let ns 
candidly admit that there is one Scotchman who is 
cheerAiL** Bbavclenk. " But he is a veiy un- 

natnral Sn^hman.*' I, however, eoatinued to 

> 

. /I'l B0Vw«Udidirathe>eineaD(«ittbMl>eeaseineliniesini»> 
umtantsod^ tn<aU Lotd Cbeateraeld*a tstoots sod scgDlmnena 
tt'iusi/ <b«'slhnlonwut0tbepr«tenes—tbttfalHlpfMeMion— 
uf/m«U^n with wfaidi JiAnmi Tsprosehad Lord CbettwfleU, 
SM which Boswell, to pleese the JDoctsr, thusnpeetii.^ C. 
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thick the complifflent to Garrick hfperboltcallj un¬ 
true. His acting had ceased some time before his 
death; at any rate> he bad acted in Ireland but 
a short time, at an early period of bis life, and never 
in Scotland. 1 objected, also, to what appears an 
anti-climax of praise, when contrasted with the 
preceding panegyric—*‘and diminished the public 
stock of harmless plcanure 1 ” Is not iarmles^ 
pleasure very tame ? " Johvsos. ** Nay, Sir, harm¬ 
less pleasure is the highest praise. Pleasure is a 
word of dubious import; pleasure is in general 
<langcrous, mid pernicious to virtue; to be. able 
therefore tc furnish pleasure that is harmless, plea¬ 
sure pure and unalloyed, is as great a power as man 
can possess.’* This was, perhaps, as ingenious a 
defence as could be made; still, however, I was not 
satisfied. ^ 

A-celebrated wit(‘) being mentioned, he said, 
** One may say of him as was said of a French wit, 
II n’a de Vesprit qua centre IHevu I have been 
several times in company with him, but never per¬ 
ceived any rtrong power of wit He produces a 
general effect by various means; be has a cheerful 
uountenance and a gay voice. Besides, his trade is 
vrUt, It would be as wild in him to come into com-* 
paay without merriment, as for a highwayman to 
Cake the road without his pistols.** 

Talking of the effects of drinking,. he said, 

(1) It has been mggeatad tetMr. George Selwyn i* here 
niwt; but 1 cannot trace any aoqiuintanee betveen Sehrys 
and JonDwn; nor doM the idetMe of tbla wk, drawn Xaj 
■on, resenUile Mr. Selwyn. 1 believe Horace WslpM wss 
meant —C. 

s 4 
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^ Drinldng^ may be practised with great prudence; 
a laas who ^xposra himself when he Is intoxicated 
has not the art of getting drunk; a sober man who 
haf^ens oceasiouaUy to get drunk, Teadiiy enough 
goes into a new coiripany, which a man who has 
been drinking should never do. Such a man will 
undertake any tltiog; he is without skill in inebri- 
.'ation. I used to slink koroe when 1 had drunk 
too much. A mao aoetistoioed to selfHixainmQtioii 
will be conscious when he is drunk, though an 
habitual -drunkard wUi not be conscious of it J 
knew a phyridan ('), who for twenty years was not 
sober; yet in a pamphlet, which he wrote upon 
fevers, be appealed to Garrick and me for his ^in> 
dItnUion from a charge of drunkenness. A b(M>k' 
seller C-^), {naming him) who got a large fortune hy 
trade, was so habitually and equably drunk, that 
Lis most intimate friends never perceived that he 
was more sober at one time than another." 

Taking of celebrated and successful irregular 
practisera in physic, be said, “ Taylor p) was the 
most ignorant man 1 ever knew, but sprightly; 
Ward(^), the dullest. Taylor challenged me once 
to talk. Latin with him," laughing. “ 1 quoted some 

( 1 } [Dr. Jamefl, the inventor of the celebrated £tver po« der«H 1 

(2) Tfa» was Andrew MUlcr, of whom, when talking one di'jr 
<^the patronage tlw great sometimes sflbct to gire to literature 
«iid Utawy men,Johocon said, ** Andrew ‘MUlar itUue Afacettas 
of the age. ’ JHaiok, Ayypk. p. SOD. — C. 

' (8) Hm -Cbrralicr Taylw, the oslebfBtail eeslitt..^ M. 

(4) [Dr. Josbua 'Wwd, the e^ebrated' quack, flnt began to 
yneom pty^ Aoet tbt jssr 7788, and eonlMtad, for tome 
‘time, the itaitad-eflbrtsofwit, teaming amBnenti'aod ridicule, 
He died in 1701.] 
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of Horace, wbich he took to be a part of mj own 
speech. He said a few words wdi enough.” Beau- 
CLERK. 1 remember, Sir, you said, that Taylor 
was an im^ce how far impudence could carry ig¬ 
norance.” Mr. Beauckrk was very entertaining 
this day, and told us a number of short stories in a 
lively elegant manner, and with that air of ilte world 
wbich has 1 know not wliit impresaivo effect, as if 
there were soiuetliing more than is expressed, or 
than perhaps we could perfectly understand. As 
Johnson and 1 accompanied Sir Joshua Reynolds in 
ois coacii, Johniom said, “ There is in BoaBolerk a 
predominmice over his convoy, that one does sot 
like. But he is a man who has lived so much, is 
the %'orld, that he has a short story on every oca 
casiou: he is always ready to talk, and is sever 
eshaustiHL” ' • 

Johnson and I passed the evening at Miss Rey¬ 
nolds's, Sir Joshua’s sister. I mentioned that an 
eminent friend (‘) of oura, talking of die common 
remark, that affection descends, said, that ** this was 
wisely (2) contrived for the preservation of man- 
.kind ; for which it was not so necessary that there 
should be affection from children to parents, as from 
parents to children; nay, diere would be no barm 
in that view, though children should at a certain 
age eat their parents.” Johnson. ** But, Sir, if 
this were .known generaOy to be the case, parents 


(1) Probiibly Mr. Biuke. —C. 

( 2 ) Wisely and merciftiDy; wiie^ to eneure die nr«cmMO 
end education of ebUdren, nd mercAtly to render Im afiicUra 
the loss of parents, wiad), in the ooune of nature, cbildree muti 
■ufibr. —C 


*266 LTPe OF JDIIN'SOM. 17T9. 

• 

would not have affection for children." Boswell. 
** TruCj Sir; for it is in expectation of a return that 
parents are so attentive to their children; and 1 
know a very prettyinstAnce of a Uttie girl of whom 
her father wa«i verj* fond, who once, when he woa in 
a melancholy fit, and had gone to bed, persuaded 
him to rime in good humour by saying, * My dear 
papa, please to get up, rfid let me help you on with 
your clothes, that I may learn to do it when you 
are an old man.’" (*) 

Soon after this time a little incident occurred, 
which I will not suppress, because l> am desirous that 
my work should l»c, as much as is consistent with 
the strictest truth, an antidote to the false and in> 
jurious notions of bis character, which hare been 
given by others, and therefore I infuse every drop 
of genuine sweetness into my. biographical cup. 

I.nTtE 940. FAOM MR. BOSWELL. 

« Sooth Audlej Street (S), Monday, April 96. 

** Mt oeab Sir, — I am in great pain with an in¬ 
flamed foot, and obliged to keep my bed, so am pre¬ 
vented from having the pleasure to dine at Mr. Runsay’s 
to-day, which is very hard; and my spirits are sa^y 
sunk. Will you be so friendly as to come and ait an 
hour widi me in the evening ? I am ever yours, &c. 

JajfBS Bobwcll.” 

LcnasStl. TO MR. BOSWELL. 

*• Harley Street. 

Mr. JoBnoR laments tite absence of JiU* BosweU, 
^IIBd wiS cone to him." 

(t) BIr. Boswell himself. -.C. , 

(s) Hw residence of General PaeR,—C 
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He came to me in the evening, and brought Sir 
Joshua Ueynolds. 1 need scarcely say, that their 
conversation, while they sat by my bedside, was>the 
most pleasing opiate to pun tlmt could have been 
admioistered. 

Johnson being now better disposed to obtain in¬ 
formation concerning Pope than he was last year(’), 
sent by me to my Lor4 Marchniont a present of 
those volumes of his ** Lives of the Poets'* which 
were at this time published, with a request to liave 
permission to wait on him; and his lordship, who 
bad called on hipi twice, obligingly appointed Satur¬ 
day, the Ist of May, fur receiving us. 

Ou that morning Johnson came to me from 
StrSatham, and after drinking chocolate at Geneial 
PaoU’e in South Audley Street, we proceeded to 
Lord Marchmont’s in Curzon Street. His lordship 
met us at the door of his library, and with great 
politeness said to Johnson, *' 1 am not going to 
make an encomium upon tnyielf, by telling you the 
high respect 1 have for you. Sir.** Johnson was ex¬ 
ceedingly courteous; and the interview, which lasted 
about two hours, during which the earl commu¬ 
nicated his anecdotes of Pope, was as agreeable as 
I could have wished. (3) When we came out, I 
said to Johnson, that, eousidering his lordship’s 
cdrility, 1 shonhl have been vexed if he bad ag^ 

(1) See«ta^p.904_C. 

<S) fUi^qUMUon, sshctoldfib J. Hsw1oi«,ww, 
kind of • awD-w«w Mr. Pope io his ooevemnoB?** His lord- 
ship aruwoed, *' Tbst if the coavemtim did not i^socnethinc 
uf s lively or epignminatic nim, be AU sdMft or, peshns* 

preteodM w-be ■oi.''-. C. 
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ftiled to come.” Sir,” said he, “ I would rather 
have given twenty pouudei than not have conit;/’ 
I accompanied hiai to StTi-atham, where we dined, 
and returned to town in the cA-vitiDg. 

On Moudav. ^^av 3., i dined with him at Mr. 

9 ^ ¥ 

Dilly's. I preeaeti iiini thit> day fur his opinion on 
the passage in Paniell, concerning which 1 had in 
vain questioned him in scleral letters, and at i^iigth 
•obtained it in due form of law. 

- CASE FOtt DR. .TOHN.SON'S OPINION i 

“May A 177i). * 

** Parnell^ in his * Hermit,' has the following pas 

* To clear thi& doubt, tnlcoow thv world by sight. 

To find if and tictu'fji n’po'^ it right 

(For yet by iCwu nhme tfu* T»»irhl he know, 

Whose feet came wsaifriDg oVr the nightly dewV 

I 

Is there not a contradiction in its being firnt supposed 
that the Hermit knew both what hooks and swains re¬ 
ported of the world ; yet uflvrwanis said, that he knew 
it by swains ahnef* 

diink it an inaccuracy. He mentions two in- 
stnictoTS in the first line, and says J>e had tmly one in 
the next." (») 

TbU eveiuDg I sot out for Scotland. 

(X) X do not,” nys Mr. Malone, see any dlfficolty in this 
ass»y, and vontothatDr. Jiriituon thooid butt ackwnrladged 
is to oeiMocearaW. The HerToit, it should be oboervedf had no 
aemal aapeiinico of the world wiptneeTcr: all his knowladge 
oDneninf R Iwd boen oUahwd in two ways; from ^o«h, and 
from du rdWams of tboK country swains who had tcco a liulo 
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Letter 342. TO MRS. ASTON. 

May 4. J779. 

“ Ve-An Mauak,—W hen I sent you the little books, 
I wes not Mire tkAt you were well enough to take the 
irotible of reading then), but have lately lieard from Mr. 
Oreeves Otat you are mucl< recoT»rred. 1 hope you will 
more and more strengd), ami live many and many 
years, and 1 shall corre eg^R to Stowhill, ami livd as I 
to do, with you and dear Mrs. (Jujurel. 

“ 1 atn not 'veil: my nights are very troublesome, 
.and my breath is short; but I know not that it grows 
mueJi worse. I wish to sec- you. Mrs. Harvey has 
ju-t nt til nu' » dine with her, and I have promised 
10 w.'dl on her to-morrow. 

“ Mr. Cieen cornea home loaded with curiosities (•), 

of U. The tilnln T>]carnng« thefvforo, i$f * To dear hU doubts 
vOiictTimg iVovi<liHiti‘y and to obtain stmie )cno>ykn);re of the 
worid by a4;tijnl cxperu'ncv; to u*e wheinor the amninta fur- 
nnhcii by hne^ks, or hy iho oml communications nf s,wi/an% were 
Just rc{Vi»i«‘ntHlT(ia<» of it; ’ (1 say f(>r his oral or mo 

tiorc infomtatmti had been obtaitu^ from that part of mankind 
niofWy iki% Tlie word ataru: ht*re does not relate to Uic wliolc of 
the precedi IIjv line* as ha^ hetn a\tppOM*dy but, bv a common 
lu'enre* to the words ^munhndf which are nnarrstood^ and 
of which It is rctittKtivo.'' Mr« MaloiKN it miiMt ba owacd, has 
hhown much ciiticai in hi.'»ei;pIanaho& of this passage. 

His iuK^riirctalion* howoTery seems to me much tcu recondft^ 
Ttie 9Uf»ani%f of the nassatge may be r,ertajn enough; but surely 
the exprchsiau j«r conftised, And one part uf k contndictory to the 
other. — U. ^ It is odd enoitgh ih^ these cntics did dot thic^ 
it worth choir while to consult the <irigiuad for the exact words 
on which they wore exorcising their ingenuity. AtmelVs words 
are not JooAs ani> but. “^6oab on wliidi 

rocaOt not that boolo* and swujus o^Tred^ but that they 
ftrtdf and that the Hennit's doubt was excited by the differanca 
betwem hia anthoritiet. Tbisi howoecn would make ao great 
aitcratioB ID t)ie oueition, on which i)r* Johnsoa's dectiioia 

scciosjust — Ca > 

** **• had a nwmmat ldcb> 
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utd will he able to give his friends new entertaimneiiL 
When I come, it wiil he great entertaiimjent to me il' J 
can find yon and Mrs. Gastnd well, and willing to re* 
«eive me. I am, dearest Madam, &c. 

Sam. JoaMBOM.** 

Lsrrss 343. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. 

"May 4. 1779. 

" Dbak ManAir, Mr. tureen has informed me that 
you are much better; 1 hope 1 need not tell you that I 
am glad of it. I cannot boast of being mud) better; 
my old nocturnal complaint still pursnet me, and my 
respiration ia dlAcult, though much e^ier than when I 
left you the summer before laat. Mr. and Mra. Thralc 
are well; miss has been a little indisposed, but she ia 
got well again. They have, since the lou of their,boy, 
hLl two daughters ; but they aeem likely to want a son. 

** 1 hope you bad some books which I sent you. 1 
was sorry for pooi;, Mrs. Adey’s death, and am afraid 
you will be tomotimes solitary; bnt endeavour, whether 
akme or in company, to keep yourself clteerfol. My 
friends likewise die very fast; but such is the state 
roan. I am, dear Love, your &c. 8am. Joukbon.” 

He had, before I left London, resumed tbe con« 
versatioB concerning the appearance of a ghost at 
, Kcwcastle-upon-Tyne, which Mr. John Wesley be* 
tiered, but to which Johnson did not give credit. 1 
was, however, desirous to exanune tbe qcesrion 
cloaelf) and at the same rime wished to be made 
acquainted with Mr* John Wesley; for though 1 
dii^red iracQ hiro in some points, I admired his 
vaitoas talents, and loved hb pious setd. At my 
request* therefore. Dr. Johnson gave me a letter of 
introducrioB to him. 
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UntR 344. TO THE REV. MU. JOHN WESLEY 

“May 5. 1774. 

“Sir, —Mf. Boswell, & gentleman who has been 
long known tu me, is desirotu of being known to you, 
and has asked this recommendation, which I give him 
with great willingness, because I tliink it very much lo- 
he wished that worthy and religious men should be ac> 
ijuainted with each other. 1 am, Sir, &c. 

“ Sam. Jobkbon.'* 

Mr. Wesley being in the coarse of bis mioistry at 
Edinburgli, 1 presented this letter to him, and wus 
very politely reegived. I begged to have it returned 
to me, wliieli wtis accordingly done. His state of 
the evidence as to the ghost did not satisfy me. 


Lettsb 345. TO MRS. THRALE. (•.) 

“ Lichfiel|, May 2d. 1779. 

1 have now been here a week, and will try to give 
you my journal, or such parts of it as are fit, in mv 
mind, for communication. 

“ On Friday, We set out about twelve, and lay at 
Daventry. 

** On Saturday, We dined with Rann at Coventry. 
He intercepted ns at the town’s end. I saw Tom 
Johnson, who had hardly life to know that I was with 
him. I hear he is since dead. In the evening 1 came 
to Lu^, and walked to Stowhill. Mrs. Aston was gone, 
or going to bed. I did not see her, 

“ Sunday,—After dinner I went to Stowhill, and was 
very kindly received. At night I saw my old friend 


•jP “•d* this year bis esual ezeartion into the 

nidUiid couatiet; but bis riait was sborteaad by the alanainr 
jUaees of Mrs: Tbrate.->C. 
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Rrod^urn— you know him—the playfellow of nsy in. 
faticvj and gave him a guinea. 

** Monday. — Dr. Taylor came, and we went with 
Mrs. Cobb to GreeHliill Btiwer. I bad not seen it, 
perhaps, for fifty yean;. It is much degenerated. 
Every thing grows old. Tavlor is to fetch me next 
Saturday. Mr. Green came to sec us, and I ordered 
some physic. 

" Tuesday. — Physic, aiul a little company. 1 dined, 
I think, with Lucy both A^nday and Tuesday. 

“ Wednesday, TTiursday.— 1 had a few visite, from 
peter Garrick among Ute rest, and dined at StuwhilJ. 
My breath very short. 

Friday. —1 dined at Stowhil|. 1 have taken 
pbyaic four days together. 

** Saturday.—Mrs. Aston took me out in her chaise, 
|ind was very kind. 1 dined with Mrs. Cobh, and-came 
to Lucy, with whom I fonnd, aa 1 bad done the first 
day, Lady Smith and Mias Vyse." 

Lima 346. TO THE SAME. 

** Ashbourne, June 14. 1779. 

" Tour account of Mr. Thrale's illness (’) is very 
terriUe ", but when 1 remember that he seems to have it 
peculiar to his constitution — that whatever distet^r 
he has, he always has bis head afihcted^I am less 
fritted. The seizure was, I think, not apoplectical, 
but hysterical, and therefore not dangerous to life. I 
wonldhave you, however, consult stteh physicians as you 
tittnk you can heat trait. Brorofidd seems to have toe 
vdl, and, his practice, seems not to suspect an 
ape^exy. l^t is a solid sod fundatnental comfort 
1 ramentber Dr. Marai^, an Italian phyndaoj-whose 

O) A serious ipoptectic attack, which wu the precnn<or<tf 
aootbCT of Dm tame nature^ wl^cb umhMed bU siittsncaia the 
eonrse of eaiulng year. — C. 
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seizure was more violent than Kir. Thrale’s^ for be fell 
down helpless; but Itis case was not considered as of 
much danger, and he went safe home, and is now a 
professor at Padua. His fit was considered as only 
faystericaL" 

Lcnca347. TO THE SAME. 

• AstiixMtrna. June 17. 1779. 

" It is certain that your first letter did not alarm me 
in proportion to die danger, for indeed it. did not de¬ 
scribe the danger as it was. 1 am glad that you have 
Heberden ; wd hope his restoratives md his preserv¬ 
atives will both Hb effectuaL In tbepreservatives, dear 
Mr. Tbrale must concur; yet what until be reform ? or 
what can he add to hit r^;u!arity ahd temperanoe ? He 
can 8hly sleep leas. We will however, all we can. 
I go to Lichiirid to-morrow, with intent to hasten to 
Streatham. 

Bbth Mrs. Aston and Ihr. Tayld have bad strokes 
of tbo palsy. The lady was sixty-eight, and at that age 
has gained ground upon it; the doctor is, you know, 
not young, and he is quite weD, only suspicious of every 
seusation in the peccant arm. 1 hope my dcai master’s 
case is yet slighter, and that, as his age is less, his re¬ 
covery will be more perfect. Let him keep his thoughts 
diverted and his mind easy.” 

LsnaaSSS. TO IIENRT THRALE, ES«. 

** Lich/iald, June ITS. 1779. 

" Dnan 8»,—To show you how wdl I think (A 
your hea^ 1 have sent you an hundrcd^ioands to ke^ 
for me. It will come irithio one day of quarter-day, 
and that day. you must give ae. I came by it in a very, 
uncommon manner, and would not confound it widi the 
rest. 

••OL. VII, - T 



LIFE OF JOHNSOW. 


1779. 



My irickeil mistrt^ talks as if she thought it pos¬ 
sible for me to be iiHliffcreut or negligent about ytwr 
health or hers. If 1 could hare done any,good, 1 had 
not d^yed an hour to come to you, and 1 will come 
very soon to tty if my advice can be of any use, or my 
company of any entertauuneni. 

** What can be done, you must do for yourself. Do 
not let any uneasy thought setde ia your miud. Cheer¬ 
fulness and exercise are yotH great remedies. Nothing 
is for the present worth your anxiety. Viven l»ti ia 
one of Uie great rules of health. I believe it will be 
good to tide often, but never to weariness; for weariness 
is itself a tem|>orary rctiolution of die nerves, and is 
therefore to be avoided. Labour is ei^erdse continued 
to fatigue ; exercise is labour used only while it pro¬ 
duces pleasure. 

• Above all, keep your imnd quiet. Do not fuink 
with earnestness even of your health, but think on such 
things as may please witliout too much a^tation; 
among which, 1 h(po, ia, dear Sir, your, &c. 

" Sam. JoarraoN/* 


LatTEB349. TO MISS REYNOLDS. 

« June 27. 1779. 

** Dear Madam, — 1 have sent what 1 can for your 
German friend. (>) At this time it is very difScult to 
get miy mouey, and 1 cannot give much. X am, 
Madam, your most a&ctionate ^ most humble ser¬ 
vant, 6am. Jobrson." 


V * 

(I) Itts Avato die memory ot Ur. JohUion’i teeshaustiblt 
dtaii^ to imM-tins otherwise iiudgnHlauit note. Wbewhawyt 
tbtf ^ BM^-glvcmwcA, let it berecdleetod, tbathisMilT fixed 
inco me toils his ptoitoB dTflOOC a year, and that he had utur ur 
fito elMSStotohaty inmates in his boina.C* 
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K.tperimenU on the Contttanrjf of Frimde. — Colonel 
Jamce Stuart.—Choice of Guardiane.^Ad^'entvms 
to the Eo4t Indies, >— Poor of iMudon. Pope's 
Essay on 3fo».” — Lord Bolinybroke. — John¬ 
son's Residences i» LonJon. — Conjugal Infidelity. 
— Roman Cathoiiee. — Helps to the Study of Greek. 

Middlesex Election. — House of Commons. 
night of Expulsion. — George Whitfield. — Philip 
Astlry. — Keeping Company vith Infidels. — Irish 
Union. — Vulgar Prosperity, —- '* The Amhassadnr 
says toell." ^ Correspondence. 


J DLD not write to Johnson, as usnah upon my 
return to my iamily; but tried how he would be 
affected by my sUence. Mr. Dilly sent me a copy 
of a note which he received from him on the IStb of 
July, in these words : ~ 


Letter 350. TO MR. DILLK 

*'SiR,—Sinte Mr. Boswell’s departure, I ha^‘never 
heard from him. Please to send word what you know 
of him, and whether ytm have amt my books to hia lady. 
I am, &C. -Sait. Johnson.'* 

My readers will not doubt that his solicitude 
about me was very flattering. . 

T 2 
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Lfii*»S5l. TO JAMES BOSWELr, ESQ. 

“ Jiily 13. I77!>. 

Dear 8ib, — M'lial can pOKsihly have hftp{)oned, 
^at keepB us two auch stran^era to each other } 1 ex¬ 
pected to havokheard from you when you came Iiome : 
I expected afterwarda. 1 Weiii into the country and 
returned; and yet there is no letter from hfr. Boswe!!. 
No iU, 1 hope, has happenetf; and if ill should happen, 
^why ^ould it be concealed from him who loves you } 
la it a fit of humour, that has disposed you n> try who 
can hold out longest without writing? If it be, you 
have the victory. But 1 am afraid of aoroething 
aet me free from ray suspicions. * 

My thoughts are at present employed in guessing 
Ute reason of your silence: you must not expect that I 
sfiould tell you any thing, if 1 had any thing to*tell. 
Write, pray write to me, and let me know what is, or 
what has faren the cause of this long interruption. I 
am, dear Sir, your*most afieetitraate humble servant, 

** Sam. JoaNsoit.’* 

LsTraaSJS. TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

« Edinburgh, July 17. 1779. 

" 2a.7 DEAR Sir, — What may be jtmdy deutHni- 
Mted A supine indolence of mind bas my st^ of 
e:dstence since 1 last returned to Scotland. In a live. 
Uer state I bad sufihred severely from h^ inter¬ 
vals of silence on your part; and I had even been chid 
by youiibr expressing my uneariness. 1 was willing to 
take -advantage of my inscnrihality, and while I could 
blithe experiment, to try whether yoor Xffecrion for 
diia Mndd, after an imuan^ irildiee on my part, make 
wM tridte Thia aftonuMm 1 have had a very high 
SMMiasCieii hf TMeiving your Mod letter of..inquiry, for 
srhkh I moat gra^eAiUy thank you, I aln doub^ if 
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it was right to make the experiment ; though I have 
gained by it I was bt^nning to grow tender, and to 
upbraid myself, eapecirily after having dreamt two 
nights ago that 1 was with you. 1, and my wife, and 
my four children, are aQ well. I would not delay one 
post to answer your letter; but as it is late, I have not 
time to do more. Vou shall soon hear from me, upon 
many and various particulars ; and I shall never again 
put you to any test I bA, with veneration, my dear 
Sir, your, &c. Jaubs Boswzll.*' 

4 

On the 22d of July. 1 wrote to him again; and 
gave him an ac^unt of my last interview with my 
worthy friend, Mr. Edward Dilly, at liis brother’s 
house at Southill in Bedfordshire, where he died 
Booif after I parted from him, leaving me a ver^ 
kind remembrance of his regard. 

1 informed him that Lord Hailes, who had pro¬ 
mised to furnish him with some anecdotes for his 
** Lives of the Poets," had sent me three instances 
of Prior’s borrowing from Gomdauld, in jReeueil 
des tome 3. Epigram ** To John I owed 

great obligation,” p. 25. ** To the Duke of No- 
vlles," p. 32. ** Sauntering Jack and idle Joan," 
p. 35. 

My letter was a pKtty long one, and contain^ a 
variety of particulars; but he, it sliould seem, had 
not attended to it; for his next to me was as 
follows: 

I^rcixa 353. TO JAMSS BOSWELL, BSQ. 

: « Strei^hsio. Sapt 9. !7T9. 

" Mt dxas 8ib, —. An you playii^ same trifSk 
^in, «nd trying who can keep dlsnce kngest 

T S 
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member that mil tricks are cither knavish or diildish ; 
and diat it is as foolibh to make cxiieriinents upon the 
constancy of a friend, as upon the chaaiity of a vnfe. 

“ What can be the cause of this second iit of silence, 
1 cannot conjecture; but after one trick, I will not 
cheated by another, nor will harass my titoughts with 
conjectures about the motives of a man who, probably, 
acts only by caprice. 1 therefore suppose you are well, 
and that Mrs. Boswell is ^cll too, and that the line 
summer bas restored Lord Auchlnleck. 1 am much 
better than you left me; 1 think I am Itetter than when 
1 was in Scotland. 

I forgot whether I intorroed you that poor Thrale 
has been in great danger. Mrs. Thfale likewise has 
zniscanied, and been much intbsxxned. Every body 
else is well. Langton is in camp. 1 intend to put 
Lord Uailes'i des^ption of Dryden (^) into anotlier 
edition, uid, as I know his accuracy, wish he would 
consider the dates, wiiich 1 could itot always settle to 
my own mind. * 

''Mr. Thrale goes to Diighthel'mstcoie, about Mi* 
chaelmas, to be jolly and ride a-bunting, 1 shall go to 
town, or perhaps to Oxford. Exercise and gaiety, or 
rather carelessness, will, 1 hope, dissipate all remahia of 
his malady; and I likewise hope, byt^ change of place, 
to fidd some opportunities of growing yet better myself 
1 am, dear Sir, your, &e. Salt. Johnson." 


My readers will not be displeased at bdn 
told every slight circumstance of the manner in 
whidi Dr. Johnson contrived to amuM his solitary 
He smnetimes employed Idmsdf in che- 

■} ^ ' 

(i) WUch I cpoiraunieated to him ftom Us Loids^ but it 
buaot yiea be«P publtsM.. 1 have acopyof itB.->-Tha 
fbw notices ontweming Orydeo, wldcb, Hailes had cot 
;«ct«d, the wORjr aftanivds gave M. 
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misby, sometimes in waterlog and pruning a vine, 
j^ometimes in small experiments, at wliicli those who 
may smile should recollect that there are moments 
which admit of being soothed only by trifles. (^) 

On the 20th of September I defended myself 
against his suspicion of me, which I did not de¬ 
serve ; and added, Pray let us write frequently* 
A whim strikes me, tliat^we sliould send off a sheet 
once a week, like a stage-coach, whether it be full 
or not; nay, though it should \>v empty. The very 
^ight of your handwriting would comfort me; and 
wore a sheet to be thus sent regularly, wc should much 


(l) In one of his manuscript Diaries, there in the foUowing 
ciit^, which marlcK his curious minute aiicntion : July X, 

27 C{^_I shaved my noil by accident in whetting the knue, 
about ait eighth of an inch the bottom, and about a fourth 
the top. This I measure that i may know the growth of 
nails; the whole h about five ci^ths of an inch.*' Aootber of 
the same kind appears August 7. 1779 ; ** Pnrtem brndiii deaetri 
carpo prorimafn e( ctUem yectoris circa mamiUftm dextram roll, ut 
^otum^fierct etrofUo temporis piU Tenot>arerUuK^* And, August 
15.1783: -^1 cut from the vine ai leaves, which weighed five 
os. and a half, and ei^t scruples: I lay them upon tny book** 
case, to fee what weight they will lose by drying.** B. — 
Johnson waii always exceeding food of chemurtry; and wo made 
up a sort of laboratory at Streaiham on# summer, mid diverted 
ourselves with drawing essences and cotouHog liquors. But 
the danger in which Mr. Thrale found his triera one day, when 
1 was driven to Loadoi), and be bad got the children and sar« 
vanta aasembled round him to see aome experiments pwfimned, 
put an end to all our entertainment; as Mr. Tbrale was per¬ 
suaded that his abort sight would have occasioned hts destruction 
in a moment, by brining him cloae to a fierce and violent flatnq. 
locteed, it was a perpetual miracle that be did not aet himself 
00 fire reading abe^.as was hit eoitttant custom, when quite 
unabW even to sea dear cf tniachief with our beet help 3 imd 
eecorditigly the fiwetepsof all his w^ Were burneS iff m can^ 
die d<m to the very eaWwork. FitUire e ip er i menti to chemis* 
try, however, were too dabMrtna, and Mr* Tbrale Iwnate* that 
we should dp np osore towards findiiu the Moc. 
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oftener oonvey sometiiing, were it a few Jcind 
words.” 

My friefid, Colonel James Stout (')» second son 
of the Earl of Bute, who had dtsttngnisbed himself 
as a good officer of the Bedfordshire militia* had 
taken a public-spirited resolution to serve his cotin- 
try in its difficulties, by raising a regular regiment, 
and taking tlm command df it himself. This* in the 
heir of the immense property of Wortley, was 
highly honourable. . Having been in Scotland re> 
cruiting, he obligingly asked me to accompany him 
to I«eeds, then the head-quarters of kis doi^s; from 
thence to London for a short time, and afterwards 
to other places to which the raiment might be 
ordered. Such an otter, at a time of the year when 
I had full leisure, was very pleasing; especially as I 
was to accoii:q)imy a man of sterling good sense 
information, discernment* and conviviality, and was 
to have a second crop, in one year, of London and 
Johnson. Of this 1 informed my illustrious friend 
in chaiacteristical warm terms, in a leUer dated the 
SOth of September, from Leeds. 

On Monday, October 4., 1 called at his house be¬ 
fore he was up. He sent for me to his bedside, 
and expressed his satisfacrion at this incidents 
meeting, with as much vivacity as if he had been in 
the gaiety of youth. He called briskly* ** Fruh* 
go and get cottfee, and let us breakfttst & ^/sn- 


( 1 ) Who tamimed sucMssirely the nacDies of Wortlejr end 
Mackensle, but «u bMt known at Mr. Stusit Worfler. He 
was the fashCT of Lord WbarDcIifl^ and diad io 1814. — C. 
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0uriiig thn visit to Loadoa I liad several iuter* 
uctrs with luin» v'hich it is unncccssaiy to dis* 
tinguish particularly. 1 consulted him as to the 
appointment of gtiardians to my children in case 
of iny death. ** Sir,” said be, do not appoin' a 
number of guardians. Wlicn there are muiy, ti.ey 
trust one to another, and the business is n^lected. 
I would advise you to c1h>osc only one : let him be 
a man of respectable cliaract^r, who, for bU own 
credit, will do u'hat is night; Ic^ him be a rich man. 
so that he may be uiidej* no temptation to take 
advantage; an^ let him be a man of business, wht* 
is used to conduct ali'airs uith ability and ex 
pertness, to wliom, therefore, the execution of the 
trusf wUl not be burthensome.'’ • 

LrrriR3.54. TO MRS. THRALE. 

*' Oct. S. 1779* — When Mr. Boswell waited on Mr. 
Thrale in Southwark, I directed him to watch all ap« 
pearances vritb close attention, and bring me his observ. 
auons. At his return he told me, that without pre- 
vioua intelligence be sbonld not have discovered that 
Mr. Thrale had been lately UL 

** Oct. 6. ] 779>— On Sunday the gout left my ankles, 
and I went very commodionidy to church. On Monday 
night 1 feh my feet uneasy, (hi Tuesday 1 was quite 
lai^: that night 1 took an opiate, having first t^en 
physic and fasted. Towards morning on Wednesday 
the pain remitted. Botay came to me, and much talk 
we had. 1 fasted another day; and on Wednesday 
night could wsdk tokraUy. Ou Thursday, finding 
myself mending, I venmred on my dinner, whidi 1 
think has a interrupted my convalescence. To¬ 
day I have again taken jdiyaic, and eaten only aome 
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stewed apples. I h(^ to starve it away. It ia now 
no worse than it was at Br^thUiclmstone." 

On Sunday, October 10., we dined together at 
Mr. Straliaii’s. The conversation having turned on 
the prevailing practice of going to the East Indies 
in quest of wealth;—> Johnsox. ** A man ha<^ 
better have ten thousand^pounds at the end of ten 
years passed in England, than twenty thousand, 
pounds at the end of ten«ycara passed in India, 
because you must compute what yon give for 
money; and the man who has livod ten years in 
India has given up ten years of social comfort, and 
all those advantages which arise from living in 
England. The ingenious Mr. Brown, distinguished 
by the name of CapqbUity Brovyn^ told me, that bo 
was once at the. seat of Lord Clive, who had re¬ 
turned from India with great wealth; and that he 
show ed him at the door of his bed-chamber a large 
chest, which he said be had once had full of gold; 
upon wliich Brown observed, * 1 am glad you can 
it so near your bed-chamber.’" 

We talked of the state of the poor in London. 
JoiiKSOX. Saunders Welch, the justice, who was 
once high-oonstable of Holbom, and had the best 
opportimities of knowing the state of the poor, told 
me, that I under-ratecUhe number, when I computed 
that twenty a week, that is, above a thotUAnd a 
died of 'hunger; not absolutdy of imme^ate 
i^ger, bi^ of the wasting and other diseases which 
ine Ihs cohpoquences of hunger. This happens 
only in, so'large a place as Loudon, where'people 
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are not known, we are told about tlie great 

sums got by begging is not true: the trade is over> 
slocked. And, you may depend upon it, there are 
many who eunnot get work. A particular kind of 
manufacture fails: tliose who have been used to 
work at it can, for some time, work at nothing else. 
Tou meet a man begging; you chai^ him trith 
idleness: he says, ‘ I aiR willing to labour. Will 
yefu give me work ‘ I cminot.' — ‘ Why, then, 
you have no right to chaige ma with idlcn<^’” 

We left Mr. Strahan’s at seven, os Johnson had 
said he iJitcndc^ to go to evening prayers. As we 
walked olone^ he complained of a little gout in his 
toiv and said, I slia'n’t go to prayers to>mght: I 
shall go to-morrow: whenever 1 miss church on V 
Sunday, I resolve to go another day. But I do not 
always do it.” This was a fair exhibition of ’that 
vibration between pious resolutions aud indolence, 
which many of us have too often experienced. 

I went home with him, and we had a loug quiet 
conversatiem. 

I read him a letter from Dr. Hugh Blair concerning 
Pope (in writing whose life he was now employed), 
which 1 shall insert as a literary curiosity. (') 

4 

(1). The ReT« Dr, Law, Bishop of Carlisle, in the preface to 
his Tgluable edition of Archbishop King’s ** Essav on me Origin 
of Evil,*’ meptioni that the pnnaidM maintained in it bad been 
adop^ bj F(q>e in hb ** Ksaar oa Man; ” adds, The fact, 
aotwbhMAding sudi denial (Bkhop Waibuiton's), m%bt have 
been otisetly verified h j an uneaeepbood^k testimony, vis. that 
of the late I«ord Balhtirs^ who saw the wy same system dU 
^ fitkttm (taken from the Andibishem) in Loti Bolingbrbke’s 
om hMd, IWng befiwe Pope, wnfle be was cOTPoeing his 
Kasay** fbU la retpeet^t emcDee; tmt But of Dr/ Blair is 
more direct from the fountdft^head, as well Cl more fulL Let 
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Lirxb 355> DR* BLAIR XO MR. B08WBLX<> 

'< Broughton Bark, Sept. 21. ITTil. 

** Dkar 9m, — In the }rar being at London, 
I wu oarried by Dr. John Klur, Prebendary of West¬ 
minster, to dine at old Lord Bathiust's, where we found 
the late hir. Mallet, Sir Jamc^ Porter, who had been 
ambassador at Conatantinoyle, the late Dr. Macaulay, 
and two or three more. The conversation turning on 
Mr. ro{ie, Lord Bathurst told us, that die * Essay on 
Man' was originally tomposed by J^rd Bolingbroke in 
prose, and tliat Mr. Pope did no more than put it into 
verse: that he bad read Lord Buliugbsoke's manuscript 
in his own bandwriting; and remembered well, that 
he wu at a low whether most to admire the elegance 

Lord Bolingbroke's prose, or the beauty of Mr. Kpe's 
verse. When Lord Hathunt told this, Mr. Malt«-t bade 
ine attend, and remember this remarluble piuce of in¬ 
formation ; as, by ^he course of nature, 1 might survive 
his lordship, and be a witness of his having said so. 
The convenstion was indeed too remarkable to be for¬ 
gotten. A few days after, meeting widi you, who were 
dien also at Loncton, you wiQ remember that 1 mcn- 
tumed to yon what had passed on this sul^eet, as I was 
mneb Btmck with this anecdote. But what ascertains 
my reooUsetion of it, beyond doubt, is, that being oc- 
castomed to keep a journal of what passed when 1 wu 
At London, which I wrote oat every evening, 1 find the 
particulars of the above infewmation, just u 1 have now 
givaa diem, disdnedy marked; and «n thence enihled 

me add to it tM «f Dr. Joseph Waiton: f* The late Lead Bat- 
bum meatedly aaured me that he had read the whole seheoM 
of the * on Man,’ in the handwriting of Boliei^rDlc^ and 

drawn up in a serUs of prapositiooa, which Sknr was to veraUV 
and Uhmrats.” — £$Mty on tie tienwo and Writing$ of Powv 
voL ii. p. e*. w v-» 


;E»ai. to. “ ESSAY ON MAN. ** M 

s 

✓ 

to fix this ccmvereatiOQ to have passed on Ftidsy, the 
2Sd of April, 1763- 

** I remember also distinctly (thou^ I have not for 
this the authority of my jour^), that the converutioii 
going on concerning Mr. Pope, 1 took notice of a report 
which had been sometimes propagated that he did not 
understand Oreek. Lord Bathurst said tome that he 
knew that to be false; for that part of die Iliad was 
translated by Mr. Pope in«his house in the country ; 
and that in the morning when they assembled at break¬ 
fast, Mr. Pope used frequently to repeat, with great 
rapture, the Greek lines which lie )iad been translating, 
and then to give them bis version of diem, and to com¬ 
pare them togetli^r. 

** If these circumstances can be of any use to Dr. 
Johnson, you have my full liberty to give them to him. 
1 bef you win, at the same time, present to him 
most respectful coroplimentH, widi best wishes for hbi 
success and fame in all bis literary undertakings. I am, 
with great respect, my dearest Sir, ybur most affection¬ 
ate arid obliged huml^ servant, Hvob BnAtn.'* 

Johnson. ** Depend upon it, Sir, this is ■ too 
strongly stated. Pope may have had from Bolin- 
Iwoke the philosophic stamina of his Essay; and 
admitting this to be true, Lord Bathurst did not in¬ 
tentionally falsify. But the thing is not true in 
the latitude that Blair seems to imagiue; we are 
sure that the poetical imagery, which makes a great 
part of the poem, was Pope's own. It is amaring, 
Sir, w;^ deviations there are from preeme truth, in 
zhfr Mcount which is given of almost eveiy thing. 
I. told Mm. Thnle, * You have so little ani^ty 
about truth, diat yov never tax your memory with 
Ihe exact thing.* Kbw wh^ is the use of the me 
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Biory to truth, if one is careless of exactness? 
Lord Hailes’s * Annals of Scotland* are very exact; 
but they contain mere dfy particulars. They are 
to be considered as a Dictionary. You know such 
things are there; and may be lo4>ked at when you 
please. Robertson paints; but the misfortune is, 
you are sure he does not know the people whom he 
paints; so you cannot BU{i()ose a likeness. Charac¬ 
ters should never be given by an historian, unless 
he knew the people whom he describes, or' copies 
from those who knew them.” 

Boswell. “ Why, Sir, do peopU play this trick 
which 1 observe now, when I look at your grate, 
putting the shovel against it to make the tire bupi?" 
JbBNSON. “ They play the trick, but it does not 
make the tire bum. (’) There is a bettor (setting 
the poker perpeodiculariy up at right angles with 
the grate). In days of superstition they thought, 

^ 4 

as it made a cross with the bars, it would drive 
away the witch.” 

Boswell. ** By associating with you, Sir, I am 
always getting an accession of wisdom. But per¬ 
haps a man, after knowing his own character—the 
limited strength of bis own mind — should not be 
desirous of having too much \risdom, considering, 

4 

1 

' \ 

fl) It certain]; does make the fire hum: bj MpelHng the air, 
it throws a blast on the fire, and so performs thejHut in tome 
d^ee of a bkmer or beQows.—K uhnez. —Z>r, Keamejr'a’ 
obsHvatlon applies only to the thooei / but W those who him 
faith in the experiment, the poier is supposed to be aqually efii- 
cacious. After an,. His possible that there maybe soou mag¬ 
netic or electiiesl infiuMtee which, In the proyess of adei^ 
may be nplsined; and what has been tbot^ht a vulgar trick, 
mi^ bepnrvad^o be a {AiJosoifitical aperim«nt.i^'C 
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quid vaicani humeri^ how little he can carry.” 
Johnson. Sir, be as wise as you can ; let a man 
be aliift Uetus, sapient tibi: 

• Thoiigb pleased to *e« the dotphtn's pUy, 

I mind iny compass and my way.’ (1) 

You may be wise in your study in the mommg> and 
gay in company at a tavesu in the evening. Every 
man is to take care of his own wisdom and his own 
virtue, without minding too jnoch what others 
think.” 

He said, *' Oodsicy first mentioned to me tlie 
scheme of an English Dictionary; but I had long 
thought of it" Boswell. <'You did not know 
what you were undertaking." Johnson. *‘Yec 
Sir, I knew very well what 1 was undertaking, and 
very well how to do it, and liave d^ne it ^ ery well.” 
Boswell. ** An excellent cUmax I and it has 
availed you. In your preface you say, ‘What 
would it avail me in this gloom of solitude ?' You 
have been agreeably mistaken." 

In his life of Milton, be observes, “ I cannot but 
remark a kind of respect, perhaps unconsciously 
paid to this great man by his biographers; every 
house in which he resided is historically mentioned, 
as if it were an injury to neglect naming any place 
that he honoured by his presence." X had, before 
I read this, observation, been desirous of showing 
^at respect to Johnson, by various inquiries. Find" 
Ing him this evening in a very good humour, 1 pre¬ 
vailed cm him tp give me an exact list of his j^aces 
* 

(1) “ Hm ^leeo,* ■ poem [by Mstthew GrSeDl. 
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of re^denoe, since be entered tlic metropolis as an 
ftutbor» which I subjoin in a note. (') 

I mentioned to him a dispute between a friend of 
mine and his lady, cone4>ruii^ conjugal infidelity, 
which my friend jiad maintained was by no means 
BO bad in the husbaod as in the wife. Johnson. 

4 

** Your friend was in the right, Sir. Between a nism 
and his Maker it is a dinerent question: but be> 
tween a man and his wife, a husbuid's infidelity is 
nothing. They are* connected by children, by for¬ 
tune, by herious considerations of community. Wise 
married women don’t trouble themsdves about infi¬ 
delity in their husbands.*’ Boswell. To be 
sure there is a great difference between the o^nce 
Zf infidelity in a man and that of his wife.” John- 
sov. ** The difference is boundless. The man 
imposes no bastaids upon his wife.” (^) 

(1) 1. Exeter.Street, olTCaUieriDe Street, Strsod(l?87). 

9. Greenwich (1787). 

8. WAodetock street, nev Htnover Square (17-97). 

4. Cattle Street, Cavendish Square, No. 6. (1738). 

5. Boswell Court. 

6. Strand. 

7. Strand again. 

& Bow Street. 

9. Holborn. 

10 . Fetter tane. 

11. Holborn again (at the Golden Aaebor, HoUwm 

Bata, 1748). 

. 19. Gough Square (1746). 

13. Stapte Inn (1758). 

14;-Graj’a Isn. 

1'5. Inner Temple Lane, No. 1. ( 1 * 100 ^ ‘ 

''1 18. JiNtaaoD Fleot Street, No. 7 i (1765). 

^17. BeltCourt, Fleet Street, No.8.(1776). 

(a) This mmutoo narrow gn HhiatratioD of g •*boundIeu 
aOnootee" TbeiimuductHmofabMtardintqateily, though 
a great ho^iMtlce and a great crime, la eady -am aaoRequonce 
randifastan aifl c aakiaal aod aocidental one) ^f-agSiiBMr crima 
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{{'•re it may be qaestionod, whether Johnaoi) waf 
putirely iu the right I euppone it will not be con> 
trovi'rted. that the difference in the degree of eri* 
mtnalil} m very on aiecoant of oonaequeneet: 
hat f>tui it may 1^ Ovuntained) that, independent of 
ninidl obligation, infidelity U by no meana a light 
off'oee in a hnaband; bManse it nust hortadc- 
Iica<e attachment in which a mutnal oonataney U 
implied, with eueb refineif aentimenti aa Maaainger 
iioii exhibited in hit play of ** The Picture^** John¬ 
son probably at another time wduld have admitted 


and a more afflicting tnjQiucd* The prerantion of JuliOp aliudad 
to aiilt, Vol \1« p* 14S»f did nor render her miuMuni* In a 
niuiaMind in a religious tiew, the gudt ii no doubt equal in majv 
ui notnan» but have not both Lfr. Jabnaon and Mr. SofwelT^ 
oTcilookod, on thi^ occauon, a 9ocuU new of thia eubject* to 
whifh f bey had most jubtly alluded m a forrocr conTorvataon, 
and a iiK b is perba|Mi the true raa^n nf the greater ladulg* 
cnee uhith n ffenenuly aflbrded to the mfldaljiy of the anan—» 

1 mean the amet on the penonal character at the dillhrent 
texele Tlur oime does not Raesi to alter or debaae the qtialV' 
tics the mms m afly aaaantia] degree; but when the superior 
purity and delicacy of tha woman is onft contammnM it u d^ 
ftt^yed-iip^^Kdudricenfuailufriii —she generally falia into utter 
degradaticas and thence, probabiyi tt n that iocihty inakea a 
dinincUMi conformMile to its own ndareflv-^U coanlsea at the 
oflbnce of meis because meo gre not much deterimnted as 
^ gen « > a / aoM^ by the cAnee, and it is seem fgvQit 
the <iAnoe of womns because wosners as members of 
are oeiatly degraded by is Tbs new of the snhjeet mil be 
itliMtmted by a coaverae propokiuon •*— tbr inatuce. llie world 
thinks not ihe woiee, nay rather the bettor, a taomeit for 
uandng courgge^ tnai «imadefect m a mm to wh^y iinpar- 
^nahla, becauacs ea JtdmaoQ wisely and witbly aud, ^ha who 
hn& viitM of fidunge haa ho security for Wf other 

^rtaa. lioctety, dierefbr^ requiraa ohotti^ from tpomm ja it 
aoaicmrqpfftoaitmi. See also Mantawnan, JBmrtt dasJlciiV, 


deal cmrqpf from (Ml. 8ae atoo JSmii dasJum, 

ih SIS ch. d., where ha prnwadi on the wrtotfple, that chesney 

^^^^^Qharaetov *e IbuhdiMM 
voL.^Vii*' * a 
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this opinion. And let it be kept in remembranoe, 
that he wae careful not to give any enoouragt^ 
ment to irregnlar oondneU A gcntleman» not ad> 
verting to the dtstinctiun made by him upon this 
sttbjeoty supposed a case of singular perverseness in 
a wife, and heedlessly said, ** That then he thought 
a husband might do as he pleased with a safe con¬ 
science.'* JoHNsoK. ** Nay, Sir, this is wild ind»'<'d 
(smiling); you must consider that fornication is a 
crime in a single man, and yon cahnot have more 
liberty by being mArrlcd." 

He this evening expressed himself strongly agsanst 
the Roman Catholics, observing, ^ In wery thing 
in which they differ from us, they are wrong.” Ho 
was even against the invocation of saints; in |hoi% 
Tie was in humour of opposition. 

Having regretted to him that I had learnt little 
Greek, as is too generally the case is Scotland; that 
1 had for a long time hardly applied at all to the 
study of that noble Imiguage, and that 1 was desirous 
of being told by him what method to follow; be 
recommended as easy helps, Sylvanus’s ** First Book 
of the lUadDawson's ** Lexicon to the Greek 
New Testament;" and ** Hesiod,” with **Pasoris 
Lexio<ut" at the end of it. 

Lmss 856. TO MR& THBALS. 

* London, OA tl* 1778' 

* I de nut see why yon idtould trwhls yourself with 
phytdsiaaf trh&e llr, Thnde grows hsttsr. Ceinpsn]i 
and battle win, 1 hope, eompIiBte Us eare. Lei him 
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gidlop over Downe in the morning, call hi* frieniU 
about him to dinner, and frlak in tlie rooma at night, 
aad outran time and out/ace mufortune. Kotwith. 
standing all suthMities against blaeding, Mr. Thralu 
bled himself well ten days ago. 

You will lead a j^y life, and perhaps dtiolc little 
of inv: but I have bwn invited twice to Mn. Vesey's 
coM'erwiion, but have not gone. The gout that was in 
my anVln, when Queeny cdtidied iny gait, paased into 
my toe. bot I have huntea it, and starved it, and it 
makes no figure. It has drawn some attention, for 
Loid Slid lAuly Lucan tent to inquire after me. This 
IS ad lire newa thst I have to tcU you. Yesterday 1 
dined with Mr. ^ahan, and. Boswell was there. We 
siiall be both to-morrow at Mr. Ramsay’s.” 

On Tuesday, October IS., I dinod with him 
Mr. Raiusay's, with lA)rd Ncubaven(>), and some 
other company, none of whom I recollect, but a 
beautiful Mies Graham (>), a relatibn [nieoc3 of hia 
X^ordship’s, who asked Dr. Johnaon to hob or no!, 
with her. He waa flattered by such pleating at¬ 
tention, and politely told her, he never drank wine; 
but if she would drink a glass of water, he was 
much at her service. She accepted. “ Oho, Sir I *' 
said Lord Newhaven, “ you are caught" Jobksov. 

Nay, I do not see hmo I am eamffht; but if I 
am caught f dtm’t want to. get free agun. If 1 am 

(1) WOlism Mstm, BSag, ww erssteda Bsremet in 1763; ■ 
pnvy counwUor jo IMaad in 1760; snd in 1776 advanced to 
»be IrWtpsw s aeby theVitfo cf Bdw I te wh s tea. Betook* 

busy part m the inmgnoa jpbb and anuMlsi wUph conctitun d 
uielrimpoUiKs*ofi5!T^^C 

(8) NewthsiaSjpffiirUawyDadnmod, Bsrt...-6.->To 
whom she ^ marrMa ia July iT«k—C. 

m3 
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caught) I hope to be kept** Thai wbox the two 
glasses of water were brought, smiling placidly to 
the yooBg lady) he smd) ** Madam, Irt us reci- 
proeate” 

Ixird Newhaven and Johnson carried on u> ar¬ 
gument for some time conccfnuig the Middlesex 
election. Johnson said, “ Parliament may be oon- 
sidcrod as bound by law^as a man is bound when 
there is nobody to tie the knot. As it is clear that 
the House of Condons may expel, and expel again 
and agmn, why not allow of the power to incapacitate 
for Uiat pariuunent, rather than hav^a perpetual con¬ 
test kept up between parliament and the people.** 
Lord Newbaven took the opposite side; but respect- 
^uUy said, ** 1 spmtk with great deference to yoC,!)^ 
Johnson; I speak to be instructed.** This had its 
full effect on mr friend. He bowed bis head almost 
as low as the tdile to a complimenting nobh man, and 
called out, ** My lord, my lord, 1 do not desire all 
this ceremony; let os tell our minds to one another 
quiedy.*' After the debate was orer, he said, ** I 
have got lights on tiie sul^eet to-day, which I bad 
not before.*’ This was a great deal from him, espe¬ 
cially as he had writtoi a pamphlet upon k. 

He observed, “ The Honse of Connntms was ori¬ 
ginally not a priyilcge of the people, but a chock, 
tor the eirown, on the House of Lords. 1 tomemlier, 
Henry Vllf. wanted ihem^ to do soBeUiihg; they 
bftaitated in the morning, but did it in tbe mtaotpu 
H« tidd them, * It is well yon did; oi^ half 'ytrar 
knds skonld have been upon Temple Bar.' But tbe 
House of CommoBB is sow no lo^|«r under the 
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power of the crown, and therefeie mnet be bribed.*^ 
Hp added, ** 1 have no ddi^ in talking of public 
aifain.” > 

Of hie i^ow oollegiaa'^^), the celebrated Mr. 
Gt'oige Whitfifleld, he eaid, ** Whitefield never 
drew ae mnch attention oe a ttoontebank does: be 
dill not draw attention by doing better than others, 
but by doing what was aUUige, Wera Astley (^) to 
preach a sermon staoidittg npca his bead on a horse’s 
back, hu would eoUect a moltknde to hear Urn; bat 
no wise man would say be hud made a better ser* 
mw for that, d never treated Whltefield's ministry 
with contempt; 1 believe he did good. He had 
devoted binuelf to the lower classes mankind, 
and among them he was of nse. Bat when fi^ - 
miliarity and noise claim the praise due to know¬ 
ledge, art, and eli^anoe, we mu^ beat down such 
pretensions.'^ 

What i have preserved of his eanversation during 
the remaiiidar of my stay in I«midon at this time is 
only what follows :-»l tdd him that when I olyected 
to keeping company with a notorious infidel, a cele- 


(1> Ocorg« WUsSaU, er'ISbftHMd, nek enter at Pein> 
broke CoUe^ before Ndwenber KSn mere tfua twelve eeooth« 
BfforJohnBon>DntiiewM«(rthe books, aoC nearly tbfee veers 
after he bed eeeseS to be eesuieBt at Oaforri; so tfaet, Mnctly 

*<isj, emimiesadhoweiijaw, wbo Bret exhibited 

equiiirfoW ^eakWeMei^ ta wheeb his BOO { mCo Mm red Ihs ^ iw 

lMte^titaa)^#aiim«Bk0aeeandulIi«r. AaOeybed 
^ wu theesras ta Pnli. fonSoS^ end IKfouo. and nudrstwl 
^ hM am, MM attt 4aadB9ad^%n ofw m ** 1%. 

C. (The nioMu of betk foHMK end eon w« d^ewted io the 
cemetery of Pdf# fo dWw.] 

V 3 
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bntod friend of oun said to me, ^ 1 do not tiitok 
that men who live kxly in the irorid, m you aud 1 
do, can viUt pro{Hiety auume such an authority: 
Dr. Johosou may, who is uniformly exemplary in 
his conduct. But it is not very consistent to shun 
an infidel to^y, and get dmuk to-morrow.” Joun- 
M)N. " Nay, Sir, this is sad reasoning. Because a 
man canuot be right in aM things, is he to be right 
lu nothing? Because a man sometimes gets drunk, 
IS he therefore to steal ?(’) This doctrine would 
very soon bring a man to the gallows." 

After all, however, it is a difficult question how 
far sincere Christians should associate with the 
avowed enemies of religion; for, in the first place, 
""iknost every man's mind may lie more or less ow* 
rupted by evil communications;" aeoooffiy, the 
worid may very naturally suppose that they are not 
really in earnest In religion, who can eaaily bear Its 
opponents ; and thirdly, if the pro&ne find them- 
bolves quite well received by the pious, one of the 
cheeks upon an open declaraUon of their infidelity, 
aud one of tee probaUe chances of obliging them 


( 1 ) Ain^tMsb nets fair lUteiBeDt of the question. Tbe 
celebntod Insad (Mr. Buitie is the person ususUjm desigastsd 
m «bess votnmea) «nly modestlr sdA thst none but s perseo 
ws j fcrtwi l y sBMuitey, and above all pendUli^ of nptoOA ibf 
ohoganoa or j n co n sieen c y, coold vantars to aaawna audi an 
•omDCiqr aodety aa to attmpt to eielnds a pvaoB fiartbeo. 
retio^i^ioaa. Jonason himself navar did ao i the atrong^ 
esprasaioo nd* hit m this pitiiit that 1 nmember, wasnis 

rafiM^ sa be ia wi w toc a d to (Hanaoh Mflceem to hands 
wlih)^Ated y s ^ t sodiraktiowltetwIiwBaswdlecm-- 
wted hta sl«m Mibsitkste do kw boahuM Of s Siaidiw, loho> 
son a d eksd Mb s to coiBW ndm thap raetf esoftfasiwi^tinho 
abould Mmoim so ooaslaarsbls aa to bt atiftorissd to sat s& 
cxanqds.—& UlSk 
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seriously to reflect, whichthdrl>eiag8lmime(l would 

1 ) 0 , is remoted. 

IIo, I know not why, showed upon all occasions 
an aversion to go to Irdknd, where I proposed to 
}iim that we should make a tour. JoHWsoti. ** It 
i» the last place that I should wish to travd*" Boa- 
watji. *' Should you not like to see Dublin, Sir?'* 
Johnson. No, Sir; Duftlin ia only a worse oa~ 
pitaJ.** Boswuti.. “Is not the Giant’s Cauheway 
worth seeing 7^ Johnson* “ Worth seeing ? yes; 
but not worth going to see." 

Yet he hod a^kindness for the Irish nation; suod 
thus gencroudy expressed himself to a gentleman 
froiD_that country, on the subject of an union which 
artful politicians have often had in view: “ Do not' 
make an union with us, Sir. We sliould unite with 
you ouly to rob you. We ahould«have robbed the 
Scotch, if they had Usd any thing of which wo could 
have robbed them.** 

Of an acquaintanee of ours, whose manners and 
every thing about him, though expensive, were 
coarse, he said, “ Sir, you see in him vulgar pro¬ 
sperity." 

A foreign ministet of no very high talent^ who 
had been in his cmnpany for a oonsideFaUe rime 
quite overlooked, happened luck0y to menrion that 
he had read some of h» “ JHemtbler” in Italiaa, and 
adudred it miuch. This pleas^ him' greatly; he' 
<dismwed riud the title had been'trandated Ji Gemo 
erraroe, though I have been told it was rendered 
more bdierbu^ B Fopci&mrfs; and finding that 
this minuter gave soeh a proof of Ids taeto, he was 

V 4 
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all attention to hi4a» aAd oa tlie first remark wUch 
be made, however simple, exclaimed, ** The am- 
basaados.eays well; his EseeUeacj observes” 
aod tbflB he e^nadcd sod enriched the litde that 
had been said in so strong a Buutner, that it appeared 
something of conBC<)ucnctf. This was eac^ingly 
entprlaining to the coiD]»Qy who were present, and 
many a time afterwards itfumished a pleasant topic 
ofinenimmit **Th« ambansador tegs weU ** becaine 
a laaghableterm of.appU»ttse when no mighty matter 
bad been expressed. 

LvnzsSS?. TO MBS TIIRALE. 

„ “Occie, I7*.9. 

** My foot gives roe very little trouUe; bat it is nnt 
yet well. 1 have dined, since you sew me, not so 
often ss once in t#o days, fiat I am tidd bow well I 
look; and I really think 1 get more molubty. J dined 
on Tuesday with Ramsay, and on Thursday with Padi, 
who talked of coming to see you, cUl I told him of your 
migrstioTi. 

** Mrs. ^Villiaros is not yet returned; but discord 
and (bseontent reign in my humble habitation as in the 
palaces of motiarclia. Mr. Levet and Mrs. Deamoulina 
have vowed eternal hate. Levet is the more inaidioOB, 
and wanta me to turn her out. Poor ^ViUiama wrUea 
word that she .is no better, and has left off het pbyric 
Mr. .Levat bas seen Dr. X^sia, wbp declares himaeir 
l\opeleaB «f d^ng her any gotnl. Lawrence desponded 
sopis time ago. 1 thought I had a Jittlo -fever some 
d)U 9 , bnt (t aeema to be starved away, fiouy says, he 
never saw'AO so well.** 
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Lcnift SSS. TO was REYKOLDS. 

✓ 

« • 

«* Oct 1*. 1779. 

** DcAitstv 3 ULu>av, >—79a w cxtoosMiY kind in 
UluBg iO Bwcb jtfpnble. My feot .M.tdiBoit 'w^; «nd 
one of my.'fint nMM will oeiininly be toDofcr Street (^) 
TfiU do me a great &TOur if yon will bnj for me 
ther imnti of Mr. Burke^ Mr. Dyer^ and Dr. GoldBnith> 
en. you know good Impreniona. If any of yenroiro 
pic^iree are engraved, bay ibem fOO' me. I am fitting 
op i Httie room liritii prints. I am, deer Madam, yoor 
moet bumble lerrant, • Sail. JoHiraav.*' 

« . 

I left Londog on Monday, October 18.> and ac* 
companied Colonel Stuart to Chester, where his 

regiment was to He for some time. 

• * 

LrreanS5». FROM MR. BOSWELL. . . 

•< Chaster, OeC 90. 1779. 

Mr nCA» 6m, — It wu not till one o clodk on Mon. 
day morning tiut Colonel Stuart and 1 left London; 
for we diOM to bid a cordial adieu to Lord Mountatiiait; 
who was to set out on dty^ hit emhaasy to Turin. 
■We drove on excrilently, readbed lichfield In good 
ti^/enOi^ that nighl The ooiood had hefud.ao 
a character of the George, th^ he wdnM not 
pm unai the Three Crowna, ao that I did nmsee our 
hea^ wilklila. W« found at the Getnge as good aow 
oommcdatipn as we could wish to have, and I fiiQy en. 

; tiha cotofmiabie thottf^t that I wtt» sn 
. Nextvnuirikbig it tidned bard; atni as ( 
to ^ in. a Side time, 1 erdeied a poaubdiae, 
abdWtv^^ht and fine a nosi 

iaf AjiiM. .''4'.-dnbMveht',m^ Gfcen. io hiivik 


♦ ♦ ♦ • 

'ii). Wb«rc Miu iireda 
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hkd him to MoomptQjr me to dl my other friends; hat 
lie was engaged to attend the Bishop of Sodor and Man^ 
who wu then lying at Lidhtfeid very ill of the gouU 
Having taken a h4s^ l^ce at the ad^tions to GMen'a 
Tnuseuffl, from which it was not easy to break awry, 1 
seat went to the Friary, where I at first oecauoned 
aome tumult in the kdies, who were not prepared to 
reoeive company so early; but my name, which has 
by wondarfol friidty enne |o be dowdy aasodated with 
your^ soon made all easy; and Mre. Cd)b (‘) and Miaa 
Adey re-aaaumcd tbeir aeata at the bredcfaaUtabfe, 
which they had quitted with a<^ precipitation. They 
received me with the kindneea of ao old acquaintance ; 
and, after we had jomed in a cordiq) choms to your 
praiae, Mra. Cobb gave me the high aatiafaetion of hear, 
ing t^ yon said, * Boswell is a man who I believe 
never left a house without leaving a wish for his, retrim.* 
And she afterwards added, that she hid you tell me, 
that if ever I came to lachftdd, she hoped I would 
take a bed at the^ Friary. From thenoe 1 drove to 
Peter Garrick's ('<^), where I also found a very flattering 
wdcome. He appeared to me to eiqoy his usual cheer- 
fulness; and he very kindly asked me to come when 1 
could, and pass a wedi with him. From Mr. Garridc's 
I went to tibe Palace to wait on Mr. Seward. 1 was 
first entertained by his lady and daughter, he hina'ielf 
befog in bed with a odld, according to his valetudinary 
custom. Bat be desired to see me ; and I found him 
dressed in his blaek gown, with a white flannel night- 

(]) Mn. Cofcbwsstiiedsaght^^rfMr. Ilstnmond, an apo- 
iineart \mUi, VoL 1. p. S8.\ and the wkIuw of anerctv, who 
bad Twind mm business, and resided at the Friaiy. Miw Adey 
hcf oimsi daughw of tfait tovoe^«r& of IrichficM * hhe 
a i Mr f h i WilUpm 8 q«74i Bmos of BotaMot Kou«^ near Chisadlcp 
aaddiad Wt 67. — Hsawaou. 
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I^oivn above it; eo that be looked like a Domimoan 
friar. Be wu good.)mmoored and polite; and under 
!iii» roof too mj reception wm very plraaing. 1 then 
p”occcded to 9towhill, and drat paid my reapeeta to 
Mrs. Chattel), whose convenation 1 was not willing to 
quit. But ray aand-glaa was now beginning to ran 
low, as 1 could not trespaas too long on the Colonel'a 
kiii'tm'M, who oUigiiqdy waited for me; so 1 hsstened 
to Mth. Aston’s, whom I imind much better than I 
feared I should; and there i net a brother«in4aw of 
ttiese ladies, who talked much of you, and very wel^too, 
as It appeared to me. U then only remain^ to visit 
Mrs. Lucy Porter, which 1 did, J reslly believe, with 
sinceio tauafacCioq on both aides. X am rare I was 
glad to see her sgain; snd as 1 take her to be very 
honest, 1 trust she was glad to see me again, for abe 
expiea^ herstdf so that I could not doubt of her being 
m earnest. What a great keystone of IdiidneM, my ' 
dear Sir, were you that morning: for we were aU hdd 
u^^cther by our common attadiment tq you I I cannot 
say that 1 ever passed two hours wi& more self-com- 
pUceney than 1 did those two at Lidifield. Let toe 
not entertun any castueion that diis is idle vanity. 
Will not you ctmflrm me in my pemauon, he who 
finds himself ao regarded has just reason to he happx? 

** We got to Chester shout midnight on Tu^ay; 
and here again I am in a state of much enjoymoit. 
('olonel Stuart and his officers treat me wiA all the 
civihty I could wish; and I play my part admirably* 
Latvt aHi», tapicru tibt, ^ elaasiial sentence whii^ 
^u, I imagine, invented the o&er day, is exemplified 
in my present existence. The Bidtop (^), to wluim X 
had the honour to be known severel years ago, shows 
me much attentiim; end 1 an edified by his oonvers* 
aCUm. I must not oaoit to teli you, that his l^ordahip 

fl) Doctor Poftsui^ sftsrwirdsBishopsdLondon 1 inwblch 
see ho disc. May U. 1809, in hit MTeQ 9 ..^ghih 7 Mr,—C. 
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arirriim, Tery highly, y<mr prefacn to the Poets. 1 am 
4 ] ily obtaining an extPD»lon of agreeable acquaintance, 
Bu that I am kept in auimated raricty ; and the study 
of Ae place itself, by the assistance of botdcs and of the 
lUahop, is sufficient occupation. Chester pleases my 
fancy more than any tom) 1 ever saw. But 1 will not 
enter upon it at all in ibis letter. 

How long I shall stay ht*re I cannot yet tay. I 
told a very pleasing youngglady (>), nicce to one of the 
prebendaries at whose house I saw her, ‘ 1 hs>o come to 
( hesfor, Alattam, I cannot tell how; and fbr less an I 
tvU how 1 am to gift away from it.' Do not think me 
too jurenilc. 1 beg it of you, my dear Sir, to farour 
me with a letter while I am here, and add to the nap- 
pinosb of a happy friend, who is ever, with affbetiouaU' 
veneration, uiost sincerely yours, 

, ** JaKM BoBW^bL. 

If you do not write directly, so as to catdi me 
hnrp. I shall he disappointed. Two lines from you will 
keep my lamp burning bright," 

Luraa 360. TO MRS. ASTOW. 

• *< Bolt Court, Oet. 99. 1779. 

Dbahcbt Mai>aw, — Mrs. Gastrell is so kind aa 
to write to m«; and yet 1 always write to you; but 1 
conrider what is written to either as writtra to both. 
Thibtic affiurs do not seem to prMuise mucli amendment, 
arul the nation is now full of distress. What will be 
t^e rrent of things none can tell. We may still hope 
for better times. 

My health, which 1 began to recover when I was 
in the country, conttnues still in a good atste: it oesui 
me, indeed, aoine physic, and somewing of itetihence. 


fl) Nim Unao Bansum. 
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bat it pays tihe cost I wish, dear Madam, 1 cosla 
hear a little of your improTemeots. 

** Here is no news. The talk of the invaiaon seems 
m be orer. But a very turbulent session of parliament 
ts expected { though turbolenoe is not likely to do any 
good. Those are happiest who are out of the noise and 
tumult. There will be no great violence of faction at 
tJtowbil!; and that it may be free from that and all 
ochi-r iufonvenicitce and disrarhaiToe is the sincere wish 
O) aiJ your friends. 1 am, d»r Madam, your, dec. 

“ Sam. Jornson.'* 


Lrrrr» 3S1. TO JAMiiS V-OSW K.SQ. 

* 'VI, a- ! 

Dkar Sir, —* Why sliould you imp-.'nuiie me so 
earnestly to writer (If wliat itn}>orUince can to « 
hear uf distant friends, to a man who finds nimself 
welcome wherever he goes, and makes new friends faster 
than he can want them f If to thes delight of such 
universal kiiidneas of reception any thing can be added 
by knowing that you leuin my good-will, you may in¬ 
dulge yourself in the fuU epjoymeob of that small 
addition. 


** I am glad that you made the round of Lichfield 
with BO much success. The oftener you are seen, the 
RMNv you will be liked. It was pleasing to me to read 
ihat Mrs. Aston was so well, And thai Luoy Porter was 
so ghul to see you. 

** Id the place where you now are, there is mu^ to 


be ^ibservod; and you will eauly procure yoursdf skilfo) 
bisectors. But what will you do to keep away the 
.(^i)datW!QRjesyQaath(»aef If ;^wmdd. 




(P.TUswasaBhnMtDthaftmafv todety acSUieatNm w 
exiwest hi^ideiieaCrWal auaAMtei of miiid. .Tt Is 
med te the cprrsl|||iWifltjaM ksiWMa Jlohnsoa and Miw Tlmia 
»tid w MjatealiM M UadaiiM da 



302 


■LIT*' o* JOHNSOK. 


J 77 a 


In complit&ee with yasff &}2)er’« advioe, inquire into the 
old tenures and old charm of Scotland, yon would 
certainly, c^ieo to yonradf many striking scenes of the 
manners of the middle ages. The feudal system* in * 
country half-barharou, » naturally productiTe of some 
anomalies in civil life. The kncwl^ge of psst times is 
nstara% growing less in sU cases not of public record; 
and the past time of Scotland is so unlike the present, 
tliat it h already diffeuit ^ a Scotchman to im^ the 
economy of his grandfather. Donot be tardy nor Degli> 
gent; hot gather np eagerly what can yet be found. (‘) 

" Wc have, I think, once talked of another pitgect, 
a. history of the late insurrection in Scotland, with all 
its inddenta. Mhny falsduMMls are pfissing into uncos- 
tradicted history. Voltaire, who loved a striking story, 
bts told what he could not find to lie true. 

1 ** y ou may make collections for either of tl^.e pro¬ 
jects, or for both, as opportunities occur, and digest your 
materials at leisure. The great direction which Burton 
has left to men disordered like you is this. Be not eoUr 
tary, be not idk ; which I would thus modify: —4f you 
are idle, be not sotitary; if you are solitary, be not idle. 

" There is a letter for you from your humble servant* 

“ Sam. Joansow/' 


lmuS«S. TOMR&ASTOK. 

Bolt Cm, Not. 5.177S. - 

BnAXsat Hax>am,~ Having had ^ pleasure of 


healing frtm Mr.Boawdl th^th* found yon better tl 


if It 


'<.A 



<t).t,lian a'wdw^de Oidlecticm 

sehw aWitkins aed filustntiOM of atyown^ ',! imsSi'to 
^laditisb. 1 bsf« soma-heradhary ciidm 10 be an antiquary j mt 
ftom my but as beiu deacendeti, by (be motberb 

aUi^ Aaaa ^ able sMd icamed Jobn SbsB% «4ieM marii 
■fetta deduce to all the diumiaa wbkfa tew b^ siade to lessen 
-hiiAtoto ■ . 


.a. 'X 
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Le apeeted^ 1 wiU not forbear to tdl you bow much ' 
was wi& die newt. May your health increaat. 

and ineKaae till you are aa wdl aa you can wiah ydur- 
aetf, or I can widi you 1 

** My frienda tell me dbat my healtii improvea too. 
It it certain that 1 uae both physic and abatmi*noe; and 
my tadeavoors have been blcas^ with more suoceaa than 
at my age I could reaaonaUly hope. 1 please myself 
with the thought! of viaitln^oa next year in so robust 
a state,, that 1 shall not he afraid of the hill between 
Mrs. Gastrell's house and yours, u<w think it nccest>ary 
to rest myself between StowhiU aD(> Lucy Porter's. 

Of public afiairs 1 ran gi?e you no tery coniforu 
able account Tlie invasion haa Taniahed for the pre> 
sent, as I expected. 1 never believed that any invaiion 
was intended. 

But whatever we have escaped, we have done^ 
nothing, nor are likely to do better another year. We, 
however, who have no part of the nation's welfare in. 
trusted to our management, have nothing to do but to 
serve God, and leave the world subnussively in his 
hands. 

** All trade is dead, uid pleasure is scarce alive. 
Nothing almost is purchased bat such things as die 
buyer cannot do widioat; ao that a general duggishnoss 
and gmieral discontent are ^resd over the town. All 
the trades of luxury and d^anoe ue nearly at a stand. 
What dte parliamrat, when it meets, wiU do, and in¬ 
deed what it ought to do, ia very diffimlt to say. 

*' Pray set Mrs. Gastr^ who is a dear good lady, to 
write to me from time to time; fbr I haiw greet dd^t 
in hearing from you, eapedally when I hear any g^ 
saws of your healdu t am. dm Madam, your most 
hninUe servant Sak. Jounsox.’* 
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Ltnxt S63. FROM MR BOSWELL. 

* **CarltsICi Kof. 7. I77l>- 

** Mr DBAS SiB> — Thitt J &bonld importune jou to 
write to me at Cheater is net wonderful, when ;foa con> 
aider what an aridity 1 hare for delight; and that the 
amor of pleasure, like the atnor nummi, increases in 
proportion with the quantity which we poeaess of it. 
Your letter, so full of polite Idndnets and muterly 
oounael, came Hltf a large treasure npon me, while 
already glittering with nchea. I was quite enchanted 
at CbMter, so that 1 could with difficulty quit it. But 
the enchantment waa the rererae of that of CHro^ ; for 
80 far waa there from being any thinifaenaual in it, that 
I was mind. I do not mean all reason only ; for 
my ffincy was kept finely in play. And rriiy not ^ If 
• you please I will said you a copj or an ahridgnihnt of 
my Chester jounial, wUeh is truly a h^-dxMtkof felicity. 

The Bishop treated me wiffi a kindneaa which 
was very flattering. 1 told him that you n^retted you 
had teen to littie of Cliester. His Lordahip bade me tell 
you, that be should he glad to show you more of it I 
am proud to find the friendahip with which yon hononr 
me is known in ao many plaeea. 

I anired here late last night Onr friend the 
Dean P) haa been gone from hence some mmiths; 
but I am*toId at my inn, that he ia very popuhut (po^ 
polar). However, 1 found Mr. Law, the ArchdCa^, 
son to Biah^ and with him I hare breakfasted 
and dined aery agmesldy. I got aequaihted wiffi Um 
at the aaaiaea here, about a year and a half Re is 
a man of gfuM variety of kmwledg^ uneommoft* genitu, 
and, X beU^, ainoere rci^tan. I received the holy 
■scrament in cathedral in die mondi^ diie being 

Q) Dr, Percy.—C 

(t) Or. Edaimd Lew, meWrr of S». Peier*fl CoUsge, Csm> 
bnd|% Bahop of Cwiaie, ui which we h« died ia 1*87.—C. 
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the first Sunday in the month ; and was at (»yen there 
in the evening. It is divinely cheering to me to think 
that there is a cathedral ao near Auchialcck ; and I now 
leave Old England in such a state of mind as I am 
thanjiful to Ood for granting roe. 

The biac/e dog ^aV worries me at borne 1 cannot 
Iwt dread; yet as I have been for some time past in a 
military train, 1 trust I shall rfpulM him. To hear 
from you will animate me BIm the sonnd of a trumpet; I 
tbnefore hope, that soon after roy Ktum to the northern 
field, I shall receive a few Uiriji from you. 

Colonel Stuart did me the honour to escort me in 

s 

his earri^ to ^ow roe Liverpool, and from thence 
back again to Warrington, where we parted. (*) In 
justice to roy valuable wifo, I must iofonn you idie 
wrote to me, that as 1 waa so happy; would not be 
80 seftA as to wish me to xetailr aaoner than busincsw 
absohitdy mtuired roy preue^; v ^e made my clerk 
write to mo a poet or two aft» to the nme imrposc, by 
commission from her; and this day % kind letter from 
her met me at the po8t>ofiica here, acquainting roe that 
she imd the little ones were well, and exjueating all 
their^wi^a for my retom boiqB. 1 am, more and 
more, my dear Sir, jouz afibetionate and oldiged humble 
servi^- ' JaiCKS BMwei.i..” 


LRsaad^4. TP7AM&8 BOSWELU 

•<' ' *'XaQjioB, Kov. 13. 1779. 

Dean But,—Yoctr kst lettn^ was not only hind, 
hut foiiid. 1 you to get rid ttf all intdlectual 
e&cesseii; and nidthw t6 ex 4 t your pleasures, nor t^gra- 

* T’ . ' 

<1) IBs tabamn was s fo ar wahls 'drdeved' to Jamaica, where 
he sccompanled it, ahd almost lost his life by tfac cUniate. This 
iinparUal Order i idiould think a sufl^ent refotation of thejikile 
nincuctiw mew was soniaMiw brikiad the throne gfwtar 
than the throne itsetf,” , .. ^ 

vox.. VII, , \ 
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Fate your FcxatioBs, bey«^ &eir mJ and nuur^ state. 
Why abou]d you cot be aa l^py at Edicburg^ as at 
Chests? In ctt^ eft nTtimuSj yui te nen ^igit 
fufuam. Please youractf trith your wife an^ cbiMreO;, 
and studies, and juactice. 

*' I have Kut a petition (')%om Lucy Po^r, with 
wMch I leave it to your discretion whether it is proper 
to comply. Return me her letter, whi^ 1 have tent 
that you may know the whole case, apd not be seduced 
to any thing that you may afterwnds repent. Mias 
Doxy perhaps you know to be Mr. Garrick's nieee. 

** If Dean Perey'can be popular at Carlisle, he may 
he yery happy. He has in disposal two livings, 
each equal or almost equal in value tO* the deanery; he 
may take one himself, and give ^ odaer to his soo. 

How near is the cathedM to Auehinleck, ^t you 
•are so much delighted.td;di it? It is, X suppt^, at 
least an hundred and fifty miles off. However, if you 
are pleased, it is so far wril. Let me know what re> 
cepdoh you have from yottr fidicr, and the state of ^ 
health. Please him as much as you can, and add no 
pain to his last years. 

** Of our friends here I can recollect nothing to tell 
you. I have neither sceu nor beard of Laogton. Beau- 
clerk is just returned from Brightbehnstoue, I am told, 
much better. Mr. Thrsle and his family are sdH there; 
and his h^di is said to he visibly improved. He hss 
not bathed, but bunted. At Bolt Court there is much 
malignity, but of late little open hostility. (.^) 1 have 

had a cold, but it is gone. 'Make my compHments to 
Mrs. BosweQ, &e. 1 un, &c. Bam. Joumbon." 

4 

t , • 

On Kovember 22* and December I wrote to 

' . r. • 

n)' Requesting me to itiqoire concerning the finily of a 
gaftlemaQ who was then payuig Us addresMS to Mi« 

(S) See oatd, p. t38. 
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him from Edinbux^h, giving a very favourable re¬ 
port of the family of Miss.Doxy's lover;—that after 
a good deal of inquiry I had discovered the sister 
of Mr. Francis Stevmrt, one of his amanuenses when 
writing his Dictionary; — that 1 hod, as desired by 
,hiiii» paid her a guinea for an old pocket-book of 
hei brother’s, which he had retained; — and that the 
good woman, who was hf very moderate circum¬ 
stances, but contented and placid, wondered at his 
scrupulous and Uber^ honesty^ and received the 
guinea as if sent her by Providence; — that 1 had 
r^eatedly beggad of him to keep his pronuse to 
send me bis letter to Lord Chesterfield; and that 
this memento, like Delenda eat Carthago, must be 
in evSry letter that I should write to him, till 1 had* 
obtained my object. 

Lsrua 355. TO MRS. THBALE. 


<* Londofi. Oct. 85. 1779. 

On Saturday I walked to Dover Street and back. 
Yesterday I dln^ with Sir Joshua. There was Mr. 
Eliot (>) of Cornwall^ who inquired after my master. 
At ni^t I was bespolra by Lady Lucan; but she was 
taken Bl, and Ike aaseraUy was put off. 3 am to dine 
with Renny to-morrow. Some old gentlewomen at the 
, neat door are in very diatresa. Their little an¬ 
nuity comes fiom Jamaica, anid is therefore uncertda 
and one of them has had a fall, and bodi are very ^Ip- 
Jess ; and the.pooa- have you to h^ them. Persuatle 
my inssti» to lei me give them MmediiOg for him. It 
will be bestowed upon real want.** 

(I) Pint Lord EUob Ssepdii^ 'i«k 90th March, 
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CHAPTER X. 

1780. 

« 

’• Live* of the Poet*” roOip/rtwf. — TV. Lavrenoe — 
ZjOtt of a Wife* — Veatit <f 7\>pltem JteaufferA\ — 
Ltiter-icriting. —j- Mr. MfJmoth. — Fitxrmhonif a 
Letttre. — Somerset-Hoxiee ExhibUion. •»- Uiots in 
London ,— Lord George Gordon. — Mr. Akemmu. 
— Correepondence. —• t>r. Beoitie,^ Laviee's “■ Life 
, of Gwrriek'' — Advice to a Voung Currggman.-~~ 
(imposition ^ Sermons, ^ Borough Ehofion. -<~ 
Lady Southvdl. — Mr. Alexdni^ Macix^n. ~- 
lird Thurtov). — Langton’e Coiiectawu.. — JDr. 
Fraakiins Demonoj;,” 

Ik 1780y the world was kept k impatience for.tlic 
cpmpleUon of his Lives of the Poets,” upon which 
he was employed so far as his indolence allowed 1 i>d« 
to labour. 

s 

S 

I wrote to him on January 1. and March ] sendr 
kg him my notes of Lord Marchmont’s information 
conoenung ; ■—complaining that 1 had hoi 
faeaid him for almost four months, ^ough he 
. was tnrh letters in my debt; that I had au&red again 
|rom n^anchoiy; —: hoping that he had been in so 
much better company (the Poets), that he had hot 
time to think of his distant friends; for if that were 
the. eaM» I should have some recompenoe for my 
nneaiiness;;<^tbat the state of my affoirs did not 
adadt of tty coming to London this year; and beg 
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ging lie would return me Goldsmith's two poems, 
with his lines'marked. 

llis friend Dr. Lawrence having now suffered the 
greatest affliction to which a nian'is liable, and which 
Johnson himself had felt in the most severe manner. 
Johnson wrote to him in an admirable strain of 
sympathy and pious consolation. 


Lsttii 3C6, TO DR. LAWRENCE. 

* »* Jsn. SO. 1780 

“ Dhaa Sm,'—At a time when sU your friends ou^t 
to diow their kindness, sod widi s ehsrsoter which ought 
to make ali that know you your friends, you may wondn^ 
fflat gou have hea^ nothing from me. I l^ve been 
hindered by a vezadous and inoeasant cougl^ fat whidt 
within tlu'sc ten days I have been bled (mee, fasted four 
or live times, taken phync five tiznee, and opiates, I 
tliink, six. This day it seems to remit. 

“ The loss, dear which you have lately sofoed, 
I felt many years age, and know therefore bow much 
has been t^en from you, and how Utde help can V 
had from consolatscm. He that oudives a wife whawk 
he has long loved, sees tonsetf du^oised from the only 
mind that has ^ samesopes, nd fears, and interest; 
frem ^ only ooo^anion with whom ho has shared 
much good or evil; sad with whan be eottld set his 
mind at liberty, to retrace the past or antieipate the 
future. The continuity o£ being is lacerated ; the aat*^ 
tied 0 (»UBe of ^tunent msd action is #(^>ed; mid life 
fluids luspendM and moti<mlen> till it is driven ex¬ 
ternal tmses into a new Aanggl. fiat die time of sns- 
penaels dmadfoL 

"'pur first reoourae u t^ia distressed sdHade is, 
perh^ for want of hMiittuI piety, to a 
escenoe in neoetsity. Of two nt^ hb^gs,, 0 ^ Jhloat 

X s 
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k»e the other. But surely there is a higher and better 
comfort to be drawn from the consideration of that Pm< 
vid«Dce which watches over alt, and a belief that the 
Hving and the dead - are equally in the hands of Ood, 
who will reunite those whom he has separated, or who 
sees (hat it is best not to reanite. I am, dear Sir, &e. 

** Saw. Joavrsofr.* 

LsntR3€7. TO JAMES BOSWEIX, ESQ. 

, « April e. ]78a 

** Deab Sim, ^Wcdl, I had rescdved to tend you the 
Chetterdeld letter (>), but I will write,once again with, 
out it. Never impose tasks upon mortals. To require 
twe things is the way'to have them h^uindone 

For the difficulties which yon tn^on fo ^your 
affMrs, I am sorry; but difficulty u Qow'^lerT general: 
it is not therefore less grievous, for idtere k ^ hope of 
help. J pretend i|ot to give you advice, not knowing 
the state of your aSUn; and general odniiKli about 
prudence and frugality wonld do you little good. You 
are, however, in the right not to increase your esrr 
pe^lexity by a journey hither; and I hope that by 
staying at home you wiD please your father. 

** Poor dear Beaoderk —> nee, set rolet, dsMs ,^ 008 . 
Bis wit and his folly. Ids aeutSoM and malicdouinwn, 
his meEriment and reasoning, ine now over. Sudb iu 
other will not often be found among nMhidhd. (>) 'B* 

•(l)-Sse.it0M^ 'VA'U. f. 7.—C.- 

(it) «HisconvenstiefieooUMwredybeequaOMt Hepos. 
MMd an esquistte taste, various sesoa^blnusita^ and tbs most 

perfect goodbtos rffn g, He-wMsoeontricv-oftai qnsnikaw^ 
catenaimog a contnapt fet (be nootttty .of tbs world, wbiiA 
tbe poUtenos of bis manaen eouln not smitys epnees] $ but to 
those triiom tM Sked, most ae n aw nis and friendly. DevoM at 
ofiiB moment pleamrs. and at sncsliv to Utontore, souistiniea 
' absorbed hi fMiw, spa eoinetimss to boek^ bs was, shsgstbor, 
ooe of tbs most aoasBipUabsd, mid, wbaa io good bumour, and 
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(Urpcted bimself to be buried by the bide of mother; 
an instance of temiemesA which I hardly expected. He 
has left hia children to the care of Lady l>i, and if she 
diesj of Mr. Langion, and of Mr. Leicester his relation^ 
and a mao of good character. Ilia library has been 
offered to sale to the llussian ambassador. (>) 

“ Hr. Percy, notwithstanding all the noise of the 
itt whjApers, has had no literary lou. (^) Clothes and 
moveablci wt're burnt to th<avaiitc of about one hundred 
pounds ; but his papers, and 1 tliiuk hi» books, were all 
presiTTed. 

Poor Mr. Thrale has been in ‘extreme danger ftrom 
an apoplectics] disorder, and recovered, beyond U)C ex. 
iH'Ctatioii of his /Ihyticians: he is now at Bath, that hia' 
mind loay be ^uiet, and Mrs. Thrale aud Miss arc with 
him. 

'^tlavit^ t^ yon what has happened to your friends^ 
let me sty something to yon of yourself. You are always 
complairong of melancholy, and I conclude from those 
cmnplaintB that you are fend of it.* No man talks of 
that which he is desirous to conceal, and every man 
desires to conceal that of which be is ashamed. Do not 
pretend to deny it j maniyeA.tum hubemM/urem. Make 
it an invariable and obligatory law to yourself, never to 
mention your own mental diseases. If you are never 
to speak of them, you will think on them but little; 
and i£ you think little of them, diey will molest you 
rarely. When you talk of them, it is plain that you 
want either prai^ or pity: for pr^ there is no room, 


mrrounded by those who suitad fats flme^ one tiw moat 
wpveahleiaen that could poMibl 7 enst."—XoaoCfUUXKOKT, 

Jjt/Si, v<d. 1. p, —O* 

( 1 ) His library TMKtidW public auction in Apnl and May, 
J781, for 5,0111. —M. r /• 

(fi) By a fire in Northomberlond Houses whar* be hod aq 
wpartment lo which 1 hava pasnsd many on ajpaaabla hour. 

X 4 
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atid pity will do you no good ; thcroforo, ftom this hour 
fiptak no moff, think no more, ibout thm. 

“ Your transaction with Mm. Stewart ( ) ga«« me 
great satisfaction. I am iiivch obliged to yoa for your 
attention. Do not lose sight of her. Your county 
nance may be of great credit, and of rtmtequeoce of 
great advantage to her. The inemory of her brother ia 
yet fH'sh in niy mind: he was an ingenums and worthy 
man. Please lo make mjecomplimimts to yoilr lady 
and to the young ladies. I should like to see them, 
pretty Josen I I am^ dear Sir, yours afi^onately, 

** Saw. JonnaoN." 

Lsrrra 368. TO MRS. THRALE.' 

London, April 6. 1780. 

. " I have not quite neglected my Liorjt. Addiilbn is 
a loI^{ one, but it is done. Prior m not short, and that 
is done too. I am upon Rowe, whicli cannot fill much 
paper. Sewant (Mr. William) called on me one day 
and read Spence. (>) 1 dined yesterday at hfr. JodrrU'a 
in a great deal of company. On Sunday I dine with 
Dr. Lawrence, and at night go to Mrs. Vosey. 1 hoTO 
hul a litt^ odd, or two, or three; but 1 did not touch 
mind them, for they were not very bed.” 

Lmn S5P. TO MBS. LUCT PORTER. 

" Loudoo, April 8. 178a 

** DxAft hfiDAM,—I am indeed bat a shi^^tah eor> 
respondent, and know not whether I shall modi mend: 
however, 1 will try. 1 am glad that your oystera proved 
good, for I would have every thing good that fa^ngs 
to you; and would have you hrofah good, that you 

( 1 ) (See p. JOT.) 

i'ti SpeiioA very amuslag eneedotes, which had been lent 
lOhnsoo w tnafluscnjUi they were not pnated till laao— C . 
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may enjoy the rest ' My health is better than it has 
been for some years past; and, if 1 see Lichfield again, 
1 hope to valk about it. 

Your brothcr'a request I hare not fo^otten. I 
hare bou^t as many r^tunes as contain about an faun> 
dreil and fifty sennona, which I will put in a box, sncl 
get Mr. MaUiias to send him, I ^all add a letter. 

“ We hare been lately much alarmed at Mr. Thrale's. 
He has had a stroke, like t^at of an apoplexy; but he 
has at last got so as to be at Bath, out of the way 
of trouble and business, and is likely, to be in a short 
time quite well. I hope all thef Lichfield ladies are 
quite well, and that every thing is prosperous among 
^m. • 

A few weeks ago I sent you a little etufF gown, 
sueh as is all the fashion at this 'time. Yours is the 
sam^ with Mrs. IThrale’s, and Miss bought it for u% 
These atulft are very cheap, and are though* very pretty. 

** Pray give my eoinplimezils to Mr. Pearson, and to 
every Ix^y, if any suefar body there he, that cares 
about Bie. 


1 am now engaged abmit the rest of the Lives, 
which 1 am aftaid will take some time, though 1 pur¬ 
ity to use despatch; but remething or other alwaye 
hinders. 1 have a great numher to do, but many of 
them win be short. 




“ I have lately had colds: Ae first wu pretty bad, 
a very trouUesome aiul frequent cough; W by 
Meediog and ^ysie it was sent sway. I have a cold 
now, but not bad enough fb# bleeding. 

, For some time past, and inde^ ever since X left 
Lifhfidd .year, I'hare sftMted im^ of 
am, I think, me faetier ftr abstiin^me. I osa 
and ni(m with leas difitoalty ; and I am as ihafi ua 
people of my age eosmnonly are. X hope we Asfi see 
oile another agate some time this tw*' 1 i»/3eic 


humMe 


t's: V •- 


Zotoms. 
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LBm37a TO'MRS. THKALK. 

« AprU li. nm. 


^ptk Sunday 1 dined vritb poc^ Lawrence, who hi 
detilW Aau e?er. tiTien !«« was toUl that Ifc. Moisy 
visited Mr. Thrale, be inquued for what, and said that 
there was nothing to be done which Natnre would not 
do for herself. On Sunday evening I was at Mr. 
VeseyX and there was inqt^ about my master * but 1 
told them all good. There was Dr. Barnard of Eton, 
and we made a poise all the evening :■ and there vaa 

Pepys (*), and Wraxall (*) till I drove him away. 

Burney said ahe would write — she tol(l you a fib. She 
writes nothing to me. She can write home fast enough. 

'I have a good mind not to let her know that Dr. Bar> 
nard, to whom 1 had recommended her. novel) sgf^ak^ 
of it with great commendation; and that copy which 
she lent me baa hem read by Dr. Lawrence three timM 
over. And yet what a gipsy it is! She ho more minds 
me than if I were a Brangton. 

** You ere at aQ places of high <u>d laing home 
hearts by doaens; while I am seddng for someAing to 
say of men about whom I know nothing but their rtnUB, 
■ud scrmetiffles very little of them. Now I have begun, 
however, 1 do not despair of making an end, Mr. 
NichoUs hdda that Addiatm if the most kU 

that 1 have done., 1 doubt they will not be done bdSbht ■ 
you come aWay. ,' - 

** Now youBunk yonraelf die first writer in the worid 


<2) Afterwards Sir W. W. Pe^ a Slaear hi ChabOBryj 
fiieAd ct Mm Tlmde\ aiijt> what ic tnoe^ toMs hMoor, 


• neat sieAd <wMi«. 1 
arHassab Hoco.— 

^(s) VathanieiWrssa: 
and aadJaawly 


in wt a nhn g.on Count Wo 
Ub^ui iwartirinid to Nawgau 
craulia Barafiat to & 


to Ntwf*u. - He «as .bera to aMd 
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for a letter about nolbing.. Can you write auch a leUei' 
aa this? so uusceUineoua^ with auch noble disdain of 
leguhritjr, like Sh^apeare’e works } sudi grace^il negli’ 
gence of ttaasitio^ Uke the ancient eotbosiasts? Th- 
pure vmoe of natore and of friendship. Now of whom 
shall 1 proceed to speak ? Of ndiom Mrs. Montagu? 
Having mentioned Shakspeare ami Nature, does not the 
name of M(mtags force itself upon me (>) ? Such were 
the transitions of toe ancie^tij which now seem abrupt 
because the intermediiate idea is lost to modem under¬ 
standings.'’ 

• » April 15. 1780. 


** I thought to have finished Rowe’s Life to-day, but 
1 hare had five*or six risiters who hindered me; and 
1 have not been quite wriL Next week 1 hope to de. 
spatd four or five of them.” 

''April 18. 1780. — You make versea, and the^ 
are read in public, and I know nothing about them. 
This very crimej 1 think, bndte toe link of amity be¬ 
tween Richardson and Miss M •—« after a tender¬ 
ness and confidffloe of many years.” 

''.A^ril tS. 1780.— How do you tiiink 1 live? 
(hx Thnndny I dined wito Handhon (^), and went 
thence to Mrs. Ord. (^) On Friday, with'^much com- 




-- --- are nwotwoed (onu, Vol. IlL p. 

ae. and |I. so.), sad wonder at tbe inconristeocies to whiito the 
greatest geoius and toe highest spirit may be reduced! —C. 

(k) )^ilasi> ahermtii Mrs. Chapone^ one of Bichanl- 

aoa s female c6t«rle. Wbm abom toime and twenty, toe hod 
me of ^ few Mutriboton-to the Rambler. She was bom 
to lTST.maniedMr. Che{Nnui&IT6CV«addiadi»iabl. She 
ntooecM With Mrs. Carter sod Mrs. Montagn, and 
All ■^Ce 


(8) Ptehably the Rigb Hpu. W. G. Hamihon— C. , 

(*«*>«*"**•< hteeito0HMDfiterdnr)wto Mitt 
Aane DHHncbMn, iIm <Nily.^ghter M ai) enuosM eurgeoa. 
She was earTy taanled to Mr. Ord, of Vonhoatotelan^ who 
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paa;, at Kfn. ReynoltU’s. On SatunUy at Dr. Bell's. 
On Snnday at Dr. Burney’s, witb your two sweets fTi>m 
Keosuigton, who are both well: at night came Mn, 
Ord, Mr. Harris, and Mr. GreviUe, &c. On Mtmday 
with Reynolds'; at night with L^uly Lucan; to>dsj 
with Mr. Langton ; to>Biorrow with Bishop of St. 
Asaph; on Thursday with Mr. Bowies; Friday ■■■ ■ — ; 
Saturday at the Academy (i); Stmday with Mr. Kainsay. 
i told l^y Lucan how it was since she sent to 
me; but she said i must consider how the world rtdls 
about her. 1 not only scour the town from day to day, 
but many risitm coiAc to me in the morning, so that 
my WQfk makes no great progresa, but 1 will try to 
quicken it... I should certainly like io bualle a httle 
among you, bat 1 am nnwilling to qttit my post till 1 
have m^c an end." 

Mrs. Throle being now at Bath with her huahand* 
the correspondence between Johnson and her was 
oarried on briskly.' I shall present luy readears wi^ 
one of her original letters to him at this time, which 
will amuse them probably more than those wdl*^ 
written but studied epistles which she has inserted 
in her collecricm, because it exhibits the easy viva¬ 
city of their literary intercourse. It is also of value 
as a key to Johhsoti's answer, wluch she has prttttod 
by i^lf, and of which 1 shall 8 ui: 9 oui extrac^^'^*^ 

. —.—---- 

# r ’ ♦ ♦ I s 

^ , s . V 

left her a raj Urge proper^. Ste diet ih.JIfsy, .xeM. «S dib 
Sjge of r-C. 

' ( 1 ) HieaaiHuI dinner on opening the £afa8>idoo.^C.' > 

O) tins inei.oiMUti<m a^ost Mr*. *Paail».ii quite r wi o u od ed ; 
her letfen areoerta^y any thing but iMkd aad that 

oae -wlricfa Mr. sMitell tiae putuLihed k biot mora any and luv- 
^«efiMl.norinaoy-hgpe<x.of a dlfiknnt character ftodt dww 
ahu'hsnrif osi giTea.~C. 
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L*ni»371. FROM MRS. THRALE. 

“ Bathf Fridfiy, April S3. 


** 1 bad a very kind letter from you yesterday, dear 
Sir, with a most circnrastaotial df^ (’) You took 
troutile with niy ciroulacing letter, Mr. Kvana writes me 
word, and 1 thank you ainceiely for so doing; one 
might do mischief else, not being on the spot. 

Yesterday‘a evening was pats^ at Mra. Montagu's. 
There was Mr. Melmoth. (-) 1 do not like' him ihoughf 
nor he me. It was exfiected we aitould have pleased 
each other: be is, however, ju8t*rory enough to hate 
the Bishop of Peterborough (-') for Whiggisn, and Whig 
eoott(^ to abhoi^you for Toryism. 

Mrs. Montagu flattered him flnely; so be had S 
good afternoon on't. • This evening we .spent at a oon- 
eert.* Poor (jueeiey’s sore eyes have just relcaseil ber»' 
she had a long confinement, and could neither read nor 
write* BO my master, treated her, very good-naturedly, 
with die viats of a youn(^ woman irPthis town, a tailor’s 
daughter, wlio professes music, and teaches so as to give 
six lessons a day to ladies, at five and threepence a 
lesson. Miss Burney says she ia a great performer; 
and I respect the wench for ^Uiug her living so practil)'. 
She ia Very modeet and iwetty-mamiered, aud uofc fl erah- 
teen yaws old. 


You hve in a fins''whirl indeed. If 1 did not 
yyrite regularly, you would half forget me, aud 
Would he very wrong, for I felt my regard for ,yoii in 
last ,m^t, wb» die critidams were going on. 

' y Tbia aUtidet to Jdiniep's freqURit arKIcc to her and Mias 


hitnt^ dkl not «lw^ pmetisa. — C. 

(S) William Mthor of FitaostMirne’s Letters, 

aha the tranalator or the of Plinv and Cieeru. and son^e 






4 tw Um trsAvIctor of A* Letten rf Fliny and Ciemh a»id 
Of jteiniim woikv.tf^e Utters Ha died mi1799* 


. (3j Ih. Jdm Hi&ohUAh 


^ a 
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This morning it ww «U coanoUseursliip. We went 
to see some pictures painted by a gentleman-artist, Mr. 
Taylor, of this place. *My master makes one every 
where, and has got a go^ dawdling companion to 

lide with him now.He looks well enou^, 

but 1 have no notion of health for a roan whose moutii 
cannot be sewed op. Burney and 1 and Queesey tease 
him every meal he euts, aud Mrs. Montagu is quite 
serioua with him ; but whaf-r-oa otic do ? He srill cftt, 
] dilnk j and if he does cat, I know he will not Kve. 
It makes roe very u^ppy, but 1 must bear it Let 
me always have your friendship. I am, most sincerely, 
dear Sir, your faithful servant, H. L. T." 

Lmaa S72. TO MUS. TIIUALE. 

* “ I^ondoo, May 1. 17W. 

** Deaabst Manas, Mr. Thrale never will live 
abstinently, till lie; can persuade himself to live by 
rule ***.(') Encourage, as you can, the musical girl. 

" Nothing is rourc common than mutual dislike, 
where mutual approbation ts particularly expected, 
lliere is often on both sides a vigilance not ov^-bene- 
relent; and as attention is strongly exched, so ^at 
nptbing drops anbeeded, any di&rmce in tute or opi¬ 
nion, and some difference where there is no restraint 
will commonly appear, immediately generates dislike. 

** Never let criticisms operate on your faee or yOur 
mind; it is very rarely that as Mthor ia ,httit by Ida 
critics. The blaze of reputation caimot be blesm OU, 
but it often dloi in the socket. A very f^r-suaes may 
be considered as perpctoal lamps that shine u&commmeA 

Krom the author of''' FlaosboraeV Lettmt' 1 cannot 
|hiok. myself in much'*danger. 1 met him only obce 
'idx)ut thirty years ago, and in stone snad dispute re- 

V 

% 

{l) 1 have taken the Ulwny to leave out a fenf UeSa' 
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(luced him to whistle. Hcviog not seen him since, diet, 
is the last impression. Poor Moore, the fabulist, was 
etas of the company. 

Mrs. Montagu's long stay, against her own in.. 
cUnation, is very conrenient. You would, by your own 
confesidon, want a companion ; and she ta par p/eriftnc. 
Converting with her you mayjSnd varietjf in one. (') 

At Mrs. Old’s I met one Mra. B —(2), a tra- 
vdded lady, of great apirit,»aiid aosne eonsciouaneea of 
her own diUitiea. We had a conteat of gallantry, an 
hour long, »o much to the divernon of the company, 
that, at Ramsay's, last night, in d crowded room, they 
would have pitted us again. There were Smdt (<*) 
and the Bishop of St. Asaph, who emnes to everyplace 
and Lord Monboddo, aud Sir Joshua, and ladies ont of 
tale. 

"*rhe exhihtthm, bow will you do, either to aee ojr 
not to see! The exhibition is ^inently splendid 
'J'here is contour, and keeping, and ^nice, and expret^ 
awn, aud aU the variedes id anifidul excellence.' The 
qyartments were truly very noUe. The picture, ibr 
tlu sake of a skylight, are at the top of the bouae: 
tldtre wc dined, and I sat over against the Archbishop 
ofYork." 


" May 7. 1780. — I dined on Wedneaday with Mr. 
Fitzmaurice', who almost made me promiae to pu6 part 
of die snmmer at Lleweniiy. To-morrow f dine with 
Mn. Sottthwel; ud on lliunday with Lord Lucan. 

(1) Lie«4^«flionglutbc^^pecfWor, No- 470.»C. 

SuUeri of.wjuara iaTa, D'Aiiiiajr writes, “Sirs, 
umier » tu i^,riegiiitt in her penon, genteel and ugly iu 
. . *b*ups aud siaguiw in her joanners. She is very 

Grwk scboLiV 

«nd ft Mwmoi UtwIftr^hftTtDehiftiiw laitternfti heroism lo 


mtt ft oewreiftA Ueswef^hftvtof bed w mittemftl heroism lo 

gB. Oo « Grand^ Sumer ,, 

C*) iyoaart.8^elt, JE^, soliigiov. ar awt6 tbasomof Qaorge 
iti'i Woetewt^e of the dart he 

diedtol 08 ft.a*Madeai>^^Z.,C. ■ 
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To-night 1 go to MiesHonktnn’s. (’) Then I scramble, 
when you do not quite shut me up : but 1 am miserably 
under petticoat government, and yet am not very ynaty, 
nor much ashamed.” 

“ May 8. 1780. — I dine on Thursday at Lord 
Lucan's, and on Saturday at Lady Craven's; and 2 
dined yesterday with Mrs. Southirel. As to my looks 
at the Academy, 1 was not told of them; and as I re¬ 
member, 1 was very well, 2 isd am well enough now.” 

May 9* 1780.— My Lives creep on. I have 
done Addison, Prior, Rowe, (Iranville, ShefBi^, Collins, 
Pitt, and almost Fenton. I design to take Congreve 
next into my hand. 1 hope to have done before you 
can come home, and tlien whither sh^J I go ?—Did 1 
tcU you that Scot and Jones (^) both offer themcclves 
to represent the University in the place of Sir Roger 
liTewdigate ? They are struggling h^ for what dehors 
thiuk neither of them will obtain.” 


On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and requested 
that we might have another meeting somewhere in 
the north of England in the autumn of this year. • 
From Mr. Langton I reucived soon after this 
titne a letter, of which 1 extract a passage, relative 
both to Mr. Beauelerk and Dr. Joiuson. 

4 *. 


(1) .The Hot. Mary Monkton, daughter of the first Visopunt 
Otlway, born April T747; married in 1786 to Edmund seventh 
Earl at Corke and Orre^. Lodge’s Iridi PeeraUfC dsiMt her 
blrdi 1737, but this is a miMake for an elder nstcr ^ msa* 
Kama. Now in her year, 1.Jidy Cnrka still ei^- 

tains and enjoys snrie^ with ex^aordinarv hoUth, spirits, sfid ' 
^lyacity, and £K}s«eir.s descriptioa ^ri'hcr as 

'.w^lnrely MHr Monkton, who used always So harartha finest 
■ttt al-bOTpartioa,*’ ^ charactoristic to this —C, 

(f) aqd Sir William Jotcs. On ttdi oce»k» 

Sir w. Oolhun'was clKMeii, but LwM Stowell wm elected for 
the UcitvtnwiQ' of Osfitrdtin 7801; and rapmssntsd Utfll hhi pro- 
uiotioD to ibe peen^ ia lust) —t C. 



iCTAT.?!. TOVTIAM BI£AUCI.ERR. 

The melancholy information you have received 
concerning Mr. Ih-auclerk's tleath is true. Had his 
ealents directed in any suiBcient degree as they 
ought, 1 have always Iteen strongly of opinion that they 
were calculated to make an illustriouB figure ; and that 
opinion, aa it had been in part formed upon Dr. John¬ 
son's judgroeut, receives more and more confirmatioD 
by bearing what, since hts death. Dr. Johnson has said 
concerning them. A few evenings ago he was at Mr. 
Vesey's, where Lord Alth»*jie('), who was one of a 
numerous company there, addrestied Dr. Johnson on 
the Bulyect of Mr. Deauclerk’s tkMth. saying, ' Our 
Club has had a great 1 (ks since we met last.' He le. 
plied, * A loss tl^t perhaps the whole nation could not 
repair}’ The doctor then went on to speak of bis en¬ 
dowments, and partictilarly extolled the wonderfiil ease 
with^whieh he uttereti what was highly excellent. He 
said, ' fiut no man ever was so free, when he was going 
to say a good thing, from a look tlist expreased that 
it was coming: or, when he had 8|id it, from a look 
that expressed that it bad come.’ At Mr. Thrale's, 
eoine daya beibre, when we were talking on the same 
subject, he said, referriug to the same ides of his won¬ 
derful facility, ' 'I'hat Beauclerk’s tsknts were those 
which he had felt hims^f more disposed to envy, than 
those of any whom he had known.’ 

On the evening I have spokeq of above, at Mr. 
Ve^’s, you would have been much gradfied, as it ex¬ 
hibited an instance of the high importance in which 
Dr. Jtdmsoa’s character is held, 1 think even beyond 
any I-evn befbie was witness to. The company con¬ 
sisted chiefly of ladies ; among whom were the Doehese 

f 

O) OrntgOf s«e6fid ’Etal Spntetf who hju bem sokmA 

^ ^ faquiritt to toe of 

whid he and 8towii| sre now olmort Uie ofHj sumwe- 
— Lr. ~Hedied Noeemh w la 1M4—toe ptmewof ef oMof 
toe cboiceii^privtte iibntim to toe IMS* 

Y 



322 


LiF£ OF jnilXSON. 


176a 


Dowagfr of Portland (*). the Duchess of Beaufort^ 
whom, I suppose; from her rnnk^ I must name before 
her moth(*r« Mrs. Buscawen and her eldest sister^ 
Mrs. Lewsoiu who was likewise there; Lady Lucau (* 
Lady Clermont (*1), aud oUters of note both for their 
station and umierstamiiii^. Among other gentlemen 
were Lord AUhori^e, whom I have before named. Lord 
Macartney, Sir Joshua IL^ynolda, Lord Lucan, Mr. 
Wraxal, whose InnA* you have probably seen, the 
• 'four lo the Northern Pa^ of Europe/ a very agree, 
ahlo, ingenious man, Dr. Warren, Mr. J^'pys, tlie master 
in chancery, whom,«I Iwlievc, you know, and Dr. 
Barnard, the provost of Eton. (^) As soon as Dr. 

(l) Lady M.irjjawt Cavendish Harley*^only child of the 
second Kufl of 0\^iird aiul Mortimer; tnarriedf In 17.14 to the 
>ecuiul Duke of lWdi)od. Stic was tlie hifirm of three great 
families: hmelf of the Harleyv* her mother (the Lady I^rnet 

Pnor) was the htHrii.«i of John Holies Hukc of Ni ncahlle; 
and iier mmtier again, the hi*ir«*<s of lletirv (.avvndk>h, Duke of 
Newcastle. The Duchess of PorMand mtienUi),*' says the 
Peerage, the Kjnht of Ikt ancestors in her {mironagc of iitera* 
turc and the arts.*" Her birth wie» cimgrAUiluiM by and 
her rhfldho(Mt eelobraled by Prior m tr«e wcU-known nursery 
Imea beguuung 

Hr nohtc, hwely, btUe Peagy.'* 

Bic duche<’‘ died in 1783. — C. 

{2) Spo ntU?, IBO, Mra.' Bnwawen am! her daughters 
Mr*. Levc^nn (spelled in the teit, as it » prrmounced, I^'Hon) 
(lower and Hic DucbcKs of Beaufort, are cclehraied in Miss 
Hnnnah AToie'^ poem entitled Sensibility," who, !>pcakiw of 
Alra. Busi'awciJ, i»ays that ahe ^ 

* ** views enamoured, In her bettuieous race. 

Ail Lqvcmki^s sweetness and all iicaufort*i graca***. C. 

s 

(3) Margaret Smith; married in 1760 the fim Lord Liicau/' 
^C. 

( 4 ) Franrcn Murray; married in 1?SS to the Ann Lord Cler^ 
monC— C. 

(5) See anti, p. 314., Johimn*. own account of this evening. 
The genUc and good-natured J^ngtoit dot's !>ot hint at Ins hav¬ 
ing ilrivfn atony “tlie very agrteaUe mi inKcntoHi Mr. Wmal," 
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Johnson was come in^ and haft taken the chair^ the 
company began to collect round him till they lu eame 
iiot less than four, if not five deep ; tho^ behind stand¬ 
ing, aiul lisU^ning over tlie heads of tho^e that were 
sitting near liim. The conversation for sotne time was 
< li)ot1y between Dr. Johnson and llie provost of Kton, 
while the others coiitrilmted occasionally their reniurks. 
U iihout attempting to detail the particulars of the coiu 
vcr&ation, which, {ierha]»s, if 1 diti, 1 tbould ^*pi^ my 
account out to a icfiions Jciiph* ! thought, my dear Sir. 
this general account of the re'^p^ cr with which our tu¬ 
rned friend was attended to miglit^be acct'pttthV^’* 

I-rTrE.*! TCi MB. THOMAS \VARTON.(J) 

Bolt (euri, Miv*. Slrv'i^u Mnv % IT^O. 

— I have your pardon to ask for an invfduri- 
tary fault. In a parcel sent from Mr. Kostvell I focti.*l 
the enclosed leru r, winch, w'ithout looking mi the di¬ 
rection, I broke optn; but, finding 1 ilid not under¬ 
stand it, soon faw it belonged to I am sorry for 

this appearance of a fault, but believu rue it is only the 


(1) The furmal stylo of this Jotter, roinpaip/l >\ith that of his 
funner r»rrs*spon(lencc with Mr- Tbouuis Wart on, plainly 
proves lhat a ccHiliiasv or miMiiuU'rstatuhng hiwl taken plof c 
hot ween them- In Dr. Mvinoirs of Dr. Warton wo 

find the foUnwitig statmnent: “ 1‘hr disogn*i*Tncnt which took 
place after a long and warm friendship bi^twecri JohiiMm ajiti 
rjc>6eph'| Warton i% miirh to laiticnttHl. it occurred ut the 
houae of Sir Joshua Uoynulds I r.m 0 >hl bv one of Uu com¬ 
pany, who only overhcuid iho Gishmiiig conclusion of the dis- 
nute; .loiiKsoM* * Sir, I mn not us^d to be contmdicud/ 
Wartov, * Better for yourvc'lf and fnemis Sir, if you were: 
oiir iuhniraiiOH could not be iiMrTP,.vrd, Init our love might,* 
Ihc party interfered, aiul tiu* convcis^iliou was atoff>ed. A 
however, from Uiat lime UK>k placis and '»as ijicteaswl 
by many trifling^ireum» tarn^ii, which, before ihU dispute, would* 
^rhaps. have iioi been attended, to,** The atrle, however, oC 
the second Idler to Dr, Warton, written fx> late in Ur.John 
mns ufci leads us to hone iliut Uie difference recorded by Dr- 
Wooll was irauMeni, — t\ 
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appesrsnoe. I did not read enough the letter to 
know its purport I am. Sir, your most humble ser¬ 
vant, Sail. JuHMaoif.’' 

ImsaS74. TO DR. WARTOK. 

« May 23. 1780. 

" Dsar Snt, — It is nnnccc-sssry to tell you how 
much I was obliged by your useful memorials. The 
shares of Fenton and Brooise in the Odyssey ] had be. 
fore from Mr. Sjwnce. Dr. M'arburton did not know 
them. I wish to be told, as the question is of great 
importance in the poetical world, whence you bad your 
intelligence: if from Spence, it allows at least hia con¬ 
sistency ; if from any other, it confers oorrobocation. 
If any thing useful to me should occur, I dejtend upon 
your frieiidsliip. Be pleased to make my compliments 
to the ladies of your house, and to the gentlemen that 
honoured me with the Greek Kpigrams, when 1 had, 
what I hope sometime to have again, the pleasure of 
s])eRding a little tinV with you at Winchester. 1 am, 
dear Sir, your most obliged aud most humble aerrant, 

Sau. Johnson." 

Littcb 375. TO MRS. THRALE. 

« May 23. 1780. 

" But [Mrs. Montagu*] and you have had, with all 
your adulation, nothing finer said of you than was said 
last Saturday night of Burke and me. We were at the 
Bishop of • (‘) (a bishop little better than 

pour Ushop), and towards twelve we fell into talk, to 
which dm l^ies listened, just as they do to you ; and 
said, as I heard, * there i*ne rieing unleee eomebodff wUl 
try Ftrti' 1 waa laat night at Mias Menkton’s ; and 
there were Li^y Craven and Lady OHabume, and 

(1) of St of whoae tooco&ttant 

uce iD gofioral iocietj Dr. JohDion diioppnnfMt ~ C. 
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many ladiea and ftw man. Next Satordsy I n In te 
at Mr. Pepya'f, and a dw uttanoediate laioe am to ^i9>« 
Tide for myadf m I cao.** 

*• May 25. Cmgrw, whom I dcspatdted at ^ 
Borough while I waa attending the eleeoon, la one of the 
be«4 of the Uttlc lAnati hut then I had year oonTenation.** 

Lanaa S7G. TO THE BEV. DB. FABMER. 

- May «5. 17«a 

** 8m,— I know your dUpodtion to aeeond any li> 
tenry attempt, and therefore renture upon the liberty 
of intreating you to procore from ctdlege or onireruty 
regtitera ail thc^tts or other informanona whidi they 
can supply reUung to Ambmae Fhihpa, Broome, anc 
(iray, who were all of Cambri«^, and of whose lives I 
am fb give such accounts as I can gather. Be pleased 
to forgive thu trouble from^ Sir, your most humble 

servant, San. Jodmon.'' 

a 

While Johnson was thus engaged in preparing a 
delightful literary entertainment for tho world, tiie 
tranquillity of the metrc^Kdis of Great Britain waa 
unexpededly diaCorbed by the moat horrid aeries of 
outrage that ever disgraced a civilised country. A 
rdaxation of acme of die severe penal prorh^otfll 
against our feUow-auh^eots of the Catholic com* 
munion had beeutignanied by the le^kture, with 
an opposldon BO that the genoiiy 

tgUdnealnif fSbrtMinaity, fsited wtth libend policy. 
Boomed l^tMvt baenme geneead ih #d8 Istand. Bnt 
a dark and tdal%hant iptoH of peraeentlcn soon 
showed itaelf, in an uaweethy petidoa for the repeal 
of the wise and hmnaae ftatala. Hiat petition waa 
brought lorwan^ by a aMb, with the evidmit par* 
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pote of intimidatioDt and ^('88 justly rejected. But 
the attempt was accompanied and followed by such 
daring TioJeoee as is unexampled in history. Of 
this extraordinary tunmltt Pr. Johnson has given 
tue following conci»e, lively, utid just account in his 
*' LctU'rs to Mrs. Thralc”(');— 

“ June 9* 1780.— On Friday, the good protest, 
anu met in Saint (icon's Fields, at the summons of 
Lord Geoige Gordon; and marching to Weiitisinster, 
insulted the lords an I commons, who all bore it with 
great tameness. At night tlte outr^res began by the He. 
moliUon of the mass-house by Lincoln's Inn. 

An exact journal of a week's dedanee of govern¬ 
ment 1 cannot give you. On Monday Mi. Strahan, 
who had been insulted, spoke lo Ix>rd Mansfield, ubo 
had 1 thiitl been insiJtrd too, of the licentiousness of 
tlte populace; and his lordahip treatetl it as a very 
alight irregubrity. On Tuesday night they pulbd 
di<wn Fielding's house and burnt his goods in the 
street. They had gutted on Monday Sir Geor^tt' 
Savile't house, but the building was sar^ (hi Tues- 
<lay evening, leaving Fielding's ruins, dtey went to 
Net^te to demand their componiona, who bad been 
seised demolishing the diapd. The keqier Ootild not 
release them but by the mayor's pennbsioQ, which he 
went to ask: at his return he found all die priaoiu'is 
released, and Newgate in a blase. They then went to 
Bloomsbury, and fastened upon Loid Mansflald's house, 
which they pulled down; and aa Stfr hif goods, they 
wcally burat them. They have ainee g»M to Cat% 
wood, 'but a gtimd was there before them. They plu^ 
der^ aome papists, 1 think, and bnnit a asaai-hottse, ia 
MoorWs, ^ nme sxi^U 

( 1 ) VoL XL p. Isa. af M. 1 have NiNtad paiaagM Arem 

aeveral lettSfi, mthoot mctntfoBingiUtaa.-»B.^I baverMtored 
tac dates and a ramarkabla tmuMjea.C. 
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*< On WediiMd*f I walke'l with I>r. Scot, to look nt 
Newgate, and found it in niina, with the fire yet glow, 
ing. Aa I Went by, the protcstanta nere pluodniog 
the aebsionfl^houBe at the Old Bailey. 'I'here were not, 
1 believe, a hundred; bat they did their^oi k at Iciinre, 
iu full security without scndnels, without treiiidatlon 
as men lawfully etnploye<l in lull day. Such is the 
cowardice of a cmnmernul place. t>n 'Widitcaday Uiey 
broke open the Fleet, and die King's Bunch, and the 
Marshalsea. and Woo^tT8Bt('oni]>k% and C'lcrkcuwell 
Bridewell, and released all the priwmers. 

** At night they aet fire to |he Fleet, and to the 
King's Bench, and i know not how many odier place' ; 
and one mighty the glare of conflagration fill tlie sky 
from many parts. The sight was dreadful. Some 
people were threatened: Mr. Strahan advised rac to 
tak* care of myself. Budi a ^inic of terror you have 
been happy in not seeing. 

“ The king aaui in council, ' that the magistrates 
had not done their duty, but tliat h^ would do bis own; * 
and a prodamafion was piiblitibcd, directing us to keep our 
servants within doors, as tlie peace was now to be pre- 
served by ibroe. The soldiers were sent out to different 
parts, and the town Is now at quiet 

*' What has hai^ened at your bouse yon will know; 
the ham it only a few butts of beer; and, I think, you 
inay be mre Ite danger is over. There ii a b^y 
of wddieta 9t Margeret’a nui.” 

" Jtttre 10.-^ The ^dier* are stationed so as to he 
every where within call. There is no longer eny body of 
riotm, U)d ^ andiyiiaals are hunted td their holes, and 
led to pitenk Lent Oeoige waa last night lent to the 
Tewe^i Uso JUkn llPilkes waa this day in my neigh- 
hourhoodjj^ the pubUihar of 4 i^tioui paper. 

*' SereM tfiapdb have been leelroyed, and keveral 
inoftaelve paideti have been i^kUB^tered; but the high 
^rt wee to bom the gaoU. This was a good rabble 

V * 
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tiiek. The debton end the aiminals were eR ect et 
hbei vj ; iMt of the criauneJe^ as hea elwt^ heppened^ 
many an already ret^aa; and two pinteB liave mr* 
ntntored Uwmiriveb^ ami it ia expect that they will 
be pardoned. ^ 

'' GoTemiBCBt now acta i^ain widt ita proper foiee; 
and we are an under the protecpoB af the king and the 
law. I thought that it would be a g r e eable to yon ud 
mv matter to hare my teatxmooy to ^ pnblie aecnrity; 
and that you would deep nude quietly when 1 toM you 
that you are aafe.'* 

** dune 12.—>The public haa eaaprd a my heavy 
calamity. The xtotert attempted the Bank on Wed- 
neaday night, but in do great ouinfaer ; and IBce odier 
thierea, with no great re^nuon. $aA WUkH headed 
the party that drove them away. It agreed, 
t' at if they had ansed ‘ the Bai^ on Tueaday, at the 
height of the panic, when no reaiatanee had bwn pce^ 
paied, they might have carried Irrecoverahly away 
n hateva' diey h^ fmiid. 4aek, who wa aiwaya aeal- 
oua for order and oecency (*), dedarea, that he be 
traated widi power, he wtU not leave a rioia alive. 
There hi however, now no longer any naed of herdam 
or bloodaht^; no blue riband (*) ja gny won. 

'* All danger here ia appwneni^ aver t bnt a Btda 
agitation alill eontianea. Vfe frtghIM oqe wmbar 

idth lOfiOO floMaC*^) tp OQoe hith^Widi iba Dakan 


Q) At tUa Iromtal Aafam to Mr. Vowa taaaaadmga 
in amor timan ha wonld have been the tint to amie. To a 
g en i i e wM dn^awlttlawr poiM, w« tfatfng to tb* tur. 
8^ aayi af»^ mtd Libm^ and ftrWtmianop 

af Maaa wMon to Mr. thalaiyw, Wrth.a Mtiona 

laaiFy, My dm Mnrmia a 1^ 

(a)ihM Oeoog* Oaodon and hh MiaaiimL dtanag thaw 
aoMdi^wsat bhw ifbnla In dwff faMn —. MT* . 

(A Jtr. ItaawatfeewaatieteabmreHibed thiikitolen to a 
•nAdi Mmob, aad mmad of laaghhuD aa iohawa anwtra 
l|gfifiiede o% at tUe abamd iwaour, cheat ta oavt the 
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of OordoD wd Avf^yll, aad e»t as, and bang w, or 
drown us^ bttt we are all at quiet." 

June 14.-^'nuae hu, indeed, been an vnitwnal 
panic, from which the king was 4te first that recovcKd. 
M ichoul the conourrenoe o£ hia niiniiters, or the as- 
usuiice of the civil fiiagutrates, he put the soldiers in 
motion, and saved the town from calamities, such as a 
rabUe's governmeot inufct naturally prodnce." 


Such was the end of this miserable sedition^ from 
which London was delivered the magnanimity of 
the sovereign himself. Whatever some may main* 
taio) 1 am sabq^ed that there was no oombma^oa 
or plan, either domesttO or foreign t bat that th* 
muohkf spread by a gradual contagion of frenxy, 
augfiiented by the qoantaties of fermented Uquon 
of vhi^ the deluded populace possessed tbcBBelves 
in the cQutM of their depredatioqp. 

lahonlA think myself very much to blame, did I 
here negloei to do justice to my esteemed friend (>) 
Mr. Akerman, the keeper of Newgate, who long 
disdtarged a very important trust with an uniform 
iidr^M ftrmnesst and at the tame (one a tenderness 
«Bd a hbenl ol^arity which entido him to be io> 
corded srkdi diitlognished honouqp 

Upoa this oooa^n, from the timidity nod ae^- 
geeee of akagtoacy on the one VH aad the il* 
moat iaom^diUe axestMos of the^ mob on tba other, 
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crninom or NkMitoa 
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the first prison of fiiis great country vti hiid open, 
and the prisoners set free; bnt that Mr. Akennan, 
• vhoae house was burnt, would have prei-enteU all 
tills, had proper aid been sent him in duo time, 
there can be no doulit. 

Many years ago, a liio broke out in the brick 
part wbieh was built as an addition to the old gaol 
of Newgate. The prisovrs «ere in consternation 
and tumult, calling out, ** We shall be burnt, we 
shall be burnt 1 Do^ with the gate! down w'Uh 
the gate I ” Mr. Akennan hastened to them, showed 
himself at the gate, and having, aftey some confused 
vociferation of ** Hear liiml hear him !'* obtained 
a silent attention, be then calmly told tbam, that tlie 
gate must not go down; that they were undt^ his 
care, and that they should not be permitted to 
escape; but that he could asmre thorn they need 
not be afraid of being burnt, for that tlMI'fire was 
not in the prison, properly so called, wMch was 
strongly built with stone; and that if they would 
engage to be quiet, be himself would come in to 
them, and eooduct them to the further end of the 
building, and would not go out tiQ tiiicy gave him 
leave. To this ipposal they agreed; upon which 
Mr. Akennan, having first made them fall back from 
the gate, went in, and with a determined resolution 
’airdered the outer turnkey upon no acoouni to open 
4lfae gate, even though the prisoners (tkongb he 
tewted" tiiey would not) should brenk tiuar word 
and by flnrce bring hkoMdf to order '* Never 
adnd said hr, ** should that haf^fttn.*' ‘Hie 
jpriMmeia ptoeeaUy followed him, while be oon- 
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ducted them through passages of yhirb be had the 
keys to the extremity of the gaol* which was most 
distant fh>m the fire. Having by this vwry judicious 
conduct fully satiafled them that there was no im* 
mediate risk, if any at all, he then addressed them 
thus: ** Geuticnipu, yuu are uow convinced that 1 
told yon true. I have no doubt that the engines 
will hoon extinguish tliis^re: if they should not, a 
sufficient guai^ will eomc, and you shall be all 
taken out and lodged in the ^compters. 1 assure 
you, upon mj word and honour, that I have not a far* 
thing insured. ^ have left my house that 1 might take 
care of yon. 1 will keep my promise, and stay with 
you if you InHist upon it; if you will allcm me 
to ^o out and look after my family imd property, 
f shall be obliged to yuu." Struck with his be¬ 
haviour, they called out, ** Master Akemum* you 
have done bravely; it was very lind in yon t by all 
means go and take care of your own concents.** He 
did so accordingly, wliile they remiuned, and were 
dl preserved. 

Johnson has been heard to rdatc the substaaoe 
of this story with high praisa» in which he was 
joined hj Mr, Burke. My ilhw((ioos friend, SpMfc- 
tog of Mr. Akerman*! kiodiiesB to his prisoners, 
pronounced this eul<^ upon his character: —> 
** He who has long had oosstantly is his view Utd 
worst of mankind, and ja yet eminent for the hu* 
mamty of hU dispodtiaB, Maat have had it origiiiAUy 

in a great degrM, aa4 oontsKited to oulfivata H very 
earcfiiQy.'* 
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Lwnutfn. TO M&a TH&ALE. 

« Jaw 15. 17m. 

** 1 WM last week at conoertatione, and 

Rtr u tf get her roem jwetty -well filled; and there were 
Mra. Ord, and Blra. Hornadc, and Mrs. Bonbuiy, and 
other iUuatriouB nanea, ao^ much would poor Jtenny 
haee given to. have had Mra. Thrale too, and Queenjr, 
and Burney; but hiusan happineaa if never perfect i 
there Ja alwayi uim etude affrmuej as Mainteaon rtm- 
plained, dtere ia tome craviBg void left aking in the 
toeast, JScnajr is going to Ramsgate; and thus die 
world drops away, and 1 am left in die aaitry town, to 
see the sun in the Crab, and perhaps in the IA<m, 
while you an paddling with the Narei^^ 

" July 4.—1 hare not seen er done much amee I had 

mhdpart^ of seeing \ou go away. 1 waa one 
at BomeyW I’here were Fepya, and Mre. (hd, and' 
Parsdiae, and Hoole, and l>r. Dunbar of Aberdiwn, and 
I know not how mapy more; and Pepye and 1 had all 
tlmtalk.'* 

lotxnSTa. TO M188 BB7N0LDS. 

" Bolt Coort, Jurw Id. 1780. 

Dsae Masajs, — 1 aaiwer your letter as soon.aa 
J esn, for I have just received it. 1 am very willing 
to wait on you at all times, and wdl ait for the pistuie, 
Bd> if H he aeoeaaatf, will sit again, for whenever Z sit 
] ahall be idwaya wlui you. 

<* Bn not, my kwe, Iracm yonr papers. 1 have mciuled 
tMU but aome had ihymea. (^) 1 tbou|^t them very 
pMtty, and waa toaeb morod in reading them. The 
nd i^ is tally hka and gum, end vrida a moist QKtoge 
wiB be wadwd off. 

(J) Of apoemsow (by Ae fteour of Mr. Pahbae) boAn* 
ma. JehnsMi nad it attsotively, and made sumemas ewree. 
llai% bit aiksr all it h not worth Dueb.» C. 
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** 1 have been out of order, bnt by bleeding and otiier 
nw»q#, am now better. Let me know on which day 
«] ahall enne to yoo. 1 am, dec. Saai. Jobm8w«. 

Te>daj 1 am engaged, and enly.to>day.'* 

Lanaa S79. TO MRa THRALS. 

« LondoHi Jidy 10. 1780. 

** Lait wedc I aw fledi ^t twice, and I think fish 
once: the mt wu peaae. You an cfraM, yon ay, 
leat I extenuate myalf too and an a enemy to 
Tiokna: but did you never hew not read, dar madam, 
that every man'hu hia jrmiua,’ and that die great rule 
by whidi all exo^lena ia attained, and all aueoea pro* 
oared, ii to follow penfva ; and have you not obaerved 
in all onr convemtion that geniut ia alwaya in 
extrema — ihat 1 am very nouy or very ailent, very 
gloomy or very merry, very sour or very kind ^ And 
would you have me cross my geuius, when it leads me 
aometiinet to voracity, and Mmetiiaes to abatinencp ^ 
You know that the oracle said. Follow your grnivt. 
When we get h^thci again (but when, am! will diat 
be ^) you can manage me, and spare me the sohdnicie 
of managing royadf. 

** 1 stay at home to work, and yet do not work 
diligeody; n<u can teQ when 1 abaU have done, nor 
perhapi diw any body but myself wish me to bave 
drae \ for what Cftn tb^ hope 1 shall do'better? Yet 
I wish the work waa over, and I was at liberty. Would 
1 go to Mrs. Acton and Mra. Pmter, and see the old 
places, and ^h to find dat my old Menda are gone ^ 
Wonld I recal plana of life which I never hron^t bto 
practice, and hopei of exodfenee which I once pre- 
Burned, and never |i8ve attaiaed ? Would 1 compare 
what 1 now am, with what 1 once expected to have 
been? Is it veaaohahle to wiah tor auggeatieiw «f 
•hamd, and t^pertuoltias of sorrow t *' 
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** July S7< 1 dined yeeterdey «t Sir JoAut'i with 

Itfn. Chehnonddey, end abe tdd lue 1 ytta the be^i 
mtie in the world, and I told her that nobody in« 
the world ocniM jpdge Uiie her of the merit of a cntic. 
On Sunday 1 waa with* Dr Lawrence and his t»o 
•ute»in*daw, to dme with Mr. O at Putney. 

The doetctf cannot hear in a coa<h better than in a 
joom, and it was but a dull day." 

’^Angust 1. — I aenttOy^M %Vektcote(>) about Ina 
brother'a life; but be wyB''be loowa not whom to ei i- 
pioy, and la eure 1 khall do him no iigury. Tl i ro 
fs an ingeniooi achcrae to save a day's worh, or part f 
« day, utterly defeated. Then what avails it to bu 
wiae? The plain and the artful mfjt moit both do 
thnr otm work. But I think I have got a Life of Dr. 
Young.” (-) 


In tlio course of this month my brother 
waited upon Dr. Jidinaon, with the following !< ttcr 
of introduction, which 1 had taki n care aliould be 
lying ready on his arnval in London. 


LtmaSSa TO DR. JOIINSOV. 

** Etltnlmr^, Apid S9> tTSO. 

** Mt Dear Sm, Thu will be delivered to you by 
my brother I^ivid tm Ilia retun from Spam. You wiU 
be to aee the man iriio vowed to * stand by the did 


( 1 ) Brother to the first I.ord Lyttelton, by which tj^ he was 
afterwards hmuelf created ah Eoelwh veer. S«a ennk Vet. V. 

p. ma. c. 

Xfi) From Mr. (aAarwsrA Or) Herbeit Croft. Ha died at 

flMa April 17 , laia. c. 

(» KowiiettMinLandoB.—'B.—As Impactor^'f Seamen’s 
Wall m ttd Navy Fm CMteej from which staaricni he ntirad 
tn Mfifi, and died m raM.C. 
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easUe of Aachinleek with heartj purw, and iwivrd ;* 
that romatitic family aolemni^ deviaed by me, of whidi a 
you and 1 talked with complacency upcb the apot. 1 
trust that twelve yeara of absenoe have not lessened bis 
feudal attachment, and that you will find him worthy of 
betnf^ introduced to your acquaintance. I have the 
honour to be, with ai&ctionate veneration, my dear Sir, 
your moat faithful humble servant, Jakes BoewKLi..’* 

.lohnaon received him v^y politely, and has thus 
mentioned him in a letter to Mrs. Thrule(‘) : — 

1 ha^e had with roc a brother of Boswell's, a 
^{uniah merchant, aboro the war has driven from hiv 
letidcucc at Valencia. He ia qone to see bin friends, 
and will find Scotland but a sorry place alter twelve 
years* reaidence in a happier ^imate. He is a very 
asrcelUe man, and speaks no Scotch.'’ (^) 

Larraa^l, TO MUS. THR.V2.E. 

« Aug 14. 1780 

“ 1 hope you have no design of stealing away to 
Italy before the election, nor of leaving me b^ind you ; 

1 am not only wvrntj/ but tewntff-one. Could 
not you let me lose a year in round numbers ? Sweet'** 

aweedy, shiga Dr. SwiA, — 

% 

* Some dire mivAmunc to portend, 

Ku eaeniy can match a ihend.' 

(l) Uss. Ptoszl ku omitted the name, beU kninn vAtf. 

(8) Bs. Johnann had, for the law yaar, fdt wme alleviatton 
of a trouUiteome duesMs wbi^ had long sdfeciwl hitn; thib 
relief he thus gratehillj and devouUy Scknowlcdgtd — *' Sun- 

day, June 16.In the morning of this day last year, i pt'ixeived 
the rsimtaioii of these eoundaiena in my brcaw « bicn hod du- 
'.«a*ed me for moro than twmty yean. 1 returaed thsiikt at 
rburcb fm the grantiNl ns, wbicb has now coatmuad a 
year." iNv and Jtw p. 180 ,» C, 
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Jiut wUtt if I «D I mMnkber Solpftittii 

«Hyi of Sftiaft Uftrtin (now that's above yMcr rauliof) 
— Sttt m imufifMtr at tut nm , et aensefwrt cw fers nea* 
o<M. Mafeeh ne dMt amenft ^onr own If ^ 

t ]7 1 « ^lagoe nif, 1 sbaU tdl you that, acoordii^ to 
Galen, hfe begias to deohae from (>) 

t«ms SaS. TO Dfi. BSATTIE. 

« « Boh Ceart, Fleet Street) Aug. 91. naa 

** Sia, —>Mora ylin(*) than I have any deUght to 
teckon have past abice you and 1 saw one another: of 
this, however, thsw is no reason for ilJiking any lepre- 
liemory oonplaint: — ^io JiU* JhwH. But methiidu 
^re might pasa tone small interebange of regard 
between ue. If yon say that 1 ought to have wnfien, 1 
now write: eod I write to tell you, that 1 have moirii 
kindness for yon end Mra. Beattie; end that I wlkh 
yonr health better,'nod your life long. Try ehangb of 
air, and come a few degrees loothwards. A eofter 
dimate may 4o yon both good. TFinter is orating in ; 
a)td Londra wilt be wantter, and gnytr, mi boder, and 
more fertile of arouaeaont Aaa Abuses. 

** My heaM) it better, bat that will be little te dM 
beUnoe when I tell yon dut Mra. Mont^pl bm been 
\ery ill, and is, 1 doubt, notr but.wenkly, t Mr. Thrale 
has beu very dangerrasly disordovd; bnt is much 
better, end I b<^‘ will totdly recover. « Be hgi widi> 
drawn biaisdf from ^uinese tla whde eiufPMid Sir 
/ksteu end hk aister are wdl; eztd Mr. Bmplw got 

<S) Miv. Placet kwlra b>rtJ).aM>tnee km l>a«k^fr^ 
eat as »he kail knevn J>r. Johmoe ■!«•« ^ WM »weM«' 
^ ar raeraMke^ N cooU kenfly w ouick emafadie bar na^ 
Xjk oirtafB^ Ike {Krfiit of tins plsssantty seesM eortenht 
.punral by ha nipt eaacely euag the lad/h egi.^t;* 

<i) 4 M bean tre ymn aksmt Awn 1 aednw. 

‘ /. 


f 
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gre»t 9iic{^^ u n Aathor (>), geoenSed lyjr the (Mmp. 
don of a bookieTier. (^) More news I btve not to tdl 
fn, and dneiefore yon nuot 1w eontentod widi bcarioft 
what 1 imorr not wbetbef yoa much wiah to boar (*), 
that I am, Sir, Stc. San. JoBHtifH* > 


Lnm 988. TO XaMSS B0SW£LI«, ESQ. ■ 

^ » Loodpn, Aug. St* tT9a 

** Dbar Sm, — I Snd yon ha«a tahsi^ ^ (j£ your 
ftu of taeititmity, and have letdeed not’to wrfta till 
you are written to: it k but a peoririi humour, but yon 
■ball have your way. 

1 bave fcat at home in BoU Court all the ■amnier, 
^ thinldag to write tte X4oa», and a great part of the time 


(JhMMafng bu ■atert^oJng "Sfwnofr* uf Dand Garrit^ 
E^" of wludi SobaaoB (■■ IHvIo* informed me) wrote Um Ant 
■mtcncet time H rtVeto, tin key-noto to tin periom. 

■nee. It todMdi eery clnrociwiitK«l of Ua author; tx^iK 
was witii a maxtm, and proeeodnif to illu^rate. *' All eKceHence 
iuik a nght to be recorded. 1 cfaall, thanore, SdUk itauptirAu- 
oue to apulr^re ibr wnitos the hfr of a man, who, by an 
unomaoB aaNObtogu of pnratt Vuturv ado r aa d the bi^ut 
ecrioroev m »public proftiiHion,* 

<B) the vxpreswm **fcnerat«d by the oomiotion a 
hennilUf*' wa mi. aacme not qnlte cltar; perhm K it afl alio. 
nODaetiie geaf WeU op of a daaeof ioaecte, aa if iMTies from hit 
adwntly ai a tookiNtiVw, had bunt into now and saudier lift aa 
an aiilbor.M.C.<*>'('Ibe aerriee which tfaa Agure aa» pe rf o rm ed 
u multiftrioua, U eSuAw erbientiy to the dofpna of the fdiy. 
(tMlofiela, *' Cor mpti o unna eat fancMo altonue ” Drydra 
makea use of it in hii iWMn; apd in CotiyreTe’r Remarka on 
Gelli«a^ 1 And, w Xhe oor< u| « h ai ofa rottaa dittne is the eene* 
ntfWdef.aaouratitii^ BubSui aUurioo u to be found titll 
•MiefhilSe SnterQtwM4a'a*Viiftna>-««'nia eom^nof 
■n u Mnd ia the * * ■ahdipolej''—'where the word 

lUbMatiV ate a# Jc-*Foii«KiMav.| 

dmwaopatimeatnapiiJaqjlw1^*'*ho*OBtl mtri 


JfV^ VUs’ ^ 
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onlr IlKliririaK, tSnwil of tb«m, however, eie dooe, 
«iul t MUI ttmli to 4o the Kti. 

** Mkj TIneSe aii4 hii feofly hove, ibiee Ms iOiMwi, 
Hmefl (Mir time ilni et Beth, and then et Br^tMnh 
•tone; but 1 heve bees et uo^er plioe. I wcMUd hete 
fane to Lichfteld if I could beve bad and I mi|^ 
have had time If 1 bed been aotiTe; InU I heve mia^ 
mu^, and doo ifji ie. 

** In the bijififlM Mr. Tbrale*! bouae end 

stock were in The nob wee |M 0 ified et 

thor dm iaTatiOB wltii ebottt dftj ponhda in drink end 
meat } end et thtiit seeand, ware driven ewtff by the 
•ridiera. Mr. Strahan gpt e Ktraton into hii bouae, 
and meinteined then e he^was ao frighcad, 

that be removed pert of hia fiedn Mrs. WiUiama took* 
abeher in the ooontry. • 

** 1 know pot wbether ^ abaU |Bt e ranobld tMk 
eiDttUnn. 2t ia now eboot the time wBoi we were 
tnricihnf. I have, fwweeer, better beahh than 1 bed 
thob *)td hope yoti aod 1 ndy yet i^w ouraelvee Oh 
aeiM part of Bnrope, Atia, or Africa. (}) la the nwoo. 
tittw ik ua play no uiol^ hat ko^ eatii otiiar's kindnea 
by ail mana in our power. 

" The bearer of tfaU Sa Dr. Dcmhtr Of Aberdeuo, 
who baa writtea and paUiahed a very iiiynihmi boafc(^), 


( 1 ) It will pe deubt bo ryreaAod tow h Oi uM i tM r obt Oti ^ 
load of Amarica. Ihn put* m« in inJad qt 00 aMakte. mT 

X noMMd m my iNiKliy, soendVWeirt, OfvaiiMr Blria- 
a«d niuu ** JU on* ef Jil|m E. Xtervejjrs aa>«miibBa ^ 
JMwsM^mib&owmf^ OP attO>«Ma rvMUMM 
Lord 4i M>i)0fi B elMnwO to kw, * Year fnpt MeM^ hOMcBM 

fSari. 'arirUm te »tdtbwau Oo dmemO».*’'U,9t^tyio Urn 


fS^ 'arir you *^nSS^’'i 

]ZSSi ^&?ss4:ss^ 

Dora hi 179a and dtetf ^ vciyedvoncsd oflb 


»eiiaB 

ioA-C. 
atom as- 

mmo( 

L> £ k 


iR;*AT, 7 ]. Asv/ce TO A TOtTNO CLKEOYilAW. 


uid «bo 1 Aink has a kindnaw ftv ihe and will* Whte 
hd IpiiOwa you, hai?e a kindncsa for yott. 

*< r rappwe jour bttle ladies are pom tall; anil 
year son hetome a karaed young man. I lore 
then all, and I lore year naaghty lady^ -whom 1 never 
Shan petittade to love me. When the LUm are done, 1 
shiU tend 4nm to ootfi^u her ctdleetion, but must 
send Aem is ^ * pattern, 1 cannot 

Und them to flt the mtf 1 an, 8tr, yours mcbt 
affitcdopaiely, Sam. Johnson.'' 


Lasnatse. TO Ma& THRALE. 

*> Lendoo, Aag. 85. 1780. 

** t have not dined out for soqfe tiooe but with 
01 Sir Joshna; a^d Mtt we^ Sir Joshua goes to 
lapvonahire,ttd JZenm«• Bkhmond, and I ami(A^ 
ntjaelf. 1 wish I cow mji ma^qvam mintM H), ^ 
hn 1 am sot (hUgent, I •Mm alHidahit I shall nd* ^ 
Li^tdeld this year, yet it wonJd please me to show itf 
Aienda b«w modi b^tar t Mr mwn: but 1 am not 
grown, I am ahe^d, law ida; and uF Uflenesa 1 am now 
payilte the Sad by hayiRg tm kiaure.'* 

Thi« ydM h?TdTOt« to a young dergymaa (") 
in the rosttl^ tk* folMag very excellent letter, 
whieh ooBttind'wRllM^ i^tdee to divines in gt* 
metal; — 


^ }y«9Ma dw. TO A Tooita clsroyman. 

‘ MCoimA««>so. i98a 

' ^tum buay days ago Jh*. Inihencr 

sbow^thaa^Otmishk iridldt yen tsafce awtEoa of me 


<i) •ilkimr1«aMme«mwkatfaiear.".-.C* 
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I 70U wiQ aot be <fiiplMied tbet t 

mSetwar tb preemp ytmr goodwffi by eettte eb- 
•areatiODfl irhieb joar letXer ttiggoRed to me. 

** Vou ue emd of AdlM*R into Moe improprietSts in 
idle ddlf reidli^ » an audieBce tkM te^viMa 

AQ maotncas. Veer £nr, 1 Monies jroo from 
danger. Thejr who eoniraet ahiuird hddia vft meh 
hare do iear. It u iiapoaafUe to dp die aaioe dnng 
▼or; often without some jfternliinty of aaaner: hut 
that isaiwer ma; be good or bad^ ^ a Uttle care will 
at Im preeey y e it being W: to nudw It geod, 
theie miiat, I diink, W aomeiuBg of natosol or oasnal 
fdidty, whidi annot be tau^L 

" Yoor pretunt method of nuUn^ your wnnone 
saema vm; judinona. Few fteqaent pnodifn can lie 
Miaed to have sermom men Aeir ottta than voun 
Ho, Take can to n giat er> aonewhov m othef, die 
andMte ftom whooi ymx nVaral diacoorses m bor- 
voi^; and do not that ;ron aball ilvava 

remem b er, even wfiat, peibape, joa now diink it lio- 
{lassiUe to forget 

" M; advke, bunevu, Aft yen attoaipt, from 
time to tim^ an origtmd sermart; aiacl, hi the kbonr of 
compoutioB, do Mit burden ydif aipfi ipMi' too much 
at once; do Dot exact frmn tAltiaf eat- 

cogitation, pfoprieiy of Aat^ aattmiggnM at in- 
pnsaion. lovntt firt^ aed theft MNfltlh. Tb» 
prodoetioft of mmethiBg, whan aadtihg 1M Mbma ^ 
aft act of greaWf ftnm thbii the Igffttiuft or dpa^ 
timiof dm thSag wodncfA . ftMdtfwfi mbt 

Aanghti aa they rw in Ae ftffet tmd* that aaaft ?} iiM 
ijiAeft yon bayi mattfr yon aril! easdy pah ft Adto s 

artB'ttdft metitod be ahn^.«eoMMh; 

yoar Mtm mOt 

.... of aenMoa ft ftat M jiH^; 

ijwiuiily Wr 4ito 




AB^CB «0 AYO0NO C&ARQTUAV. 3^ 

bttt ^net tlie Jadljpoemt of the writer: they oajiiAjr 
•onnqi of lBveD4iefi> mid keep ever; part itt ita ftOfm 
place. 

Whet I like kari ia year letter ie your accoimt of 
the meniiext of ytfW pariah; from «4a» I gather, that 
ft hw been kMig se^aeta^ by the panon. llie Dm of 
Caritile (Dr. Percy), who waa dteii a Kttk rector id 
X(M lhaniptMuihitc> ti^ that it might be diacened 
whether or no uere waaea elergymui rendrat in a 
fwni!i, by the eiril or aangf manner of 4ie people. 
8 «cfa a foa gr eg a tioo aa yDore etanda in Med of xn^ 
refonnation; an^ I would net hdVe yon think it impe* 
•ibie to retem ftem. A na^ aarage parieh wn 
OTihaed by a dtoyed gentlewoman, who came among 
them to (Mclt a pet^ Mdtool. My leanud Inend, Dr. 
Wheekr,wf Onfeid, whm ha, was a yoQBg auMi, had 
the*eare of a nnit^bhwriBK pariah for iflf^dMOtda 
a year, which ha w«i nrriv paid ; hot he eoouad U « 
eorMnience, dist it ooaapilkd him to make a Unaan 
WM^. woman ho mSd not kring to Ofti cpm* 
murdM | and whm he < agqpw^ or everted her, ahe 
only aniwacod, that lib ana no eehoUr. He wae 
adviaed -to,''Mt aomo good woBaan or man of Hat 
piriih, a Ml fMur iMn teielf^ to talk to her hi a 

Saoh hoaoit, 1 may ctU 
thmhijk, atgUaai ilnwl he pmolfaed by every cWgy. 
man; <ir aft lilailH Ana* he tried by wUdi aoulamay 
ha aarad., m pm pmfio, homne, as much 
aayoaeanj aadp 0 i dP that ^ more fn^innUy 
yen bBSvbna wMi ihm 9f0m idigiaiu the 

QtaM wOIil^y dny wffl «etmi'aad> the menv* nibisia- 
rirdy dwy wia lei^ A detgi^mn'i dihgenoe alwaye 
inalrn bur venerable. 1 ddrifc i have dow only to aay, 
thai^ in the BHnwQtaga 'warier you have undisnriHa, 
1 ^ Oddko hkw tm. la«^ 0 b,Ae. 

« / a n wmn.* 
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My next letten to him were dated 34th Augu«U 
6th September) and Ut October, and from them I 
extract the following pemages: ~ 

*' My brother David and I Hod die long-indulged 
fancy ^ our coodbrtaMo meeting again at Auchinleck 
eo realised) that it in aume d^;ree confirms the 
pleading hope of 0 / prerlarnm diem / in a future state. 

** 1 beg that you may again harbour a suspi¬ 
cion of my indulging a pcerish humour, or playing 
tricks ,* you will recoUect that when I confessed to you 
that I had once beeu intentionally silent to try your 
regard, 1 gave you my wmd and honour that 1 aould 
net do 00 again. t 

** I rtdoioc to hear of your good atate of health ; 1 
pray God to continue it joug, 1 have often aud that I 
would willingly have ten yema added to my life, to«*iave 
ten tahen from youn j 1 mean, that I would he ten 
years older to have you ten yean younger. But let me 
he thankful for tho years daring whiim I have eidoyed 
your foendabip, and pI«M* Biyielf with the hopes of 
enjoying it many years to oMne in this stat^ of being, 
trusting idways, thst in another state, we shall meet 
never to be eeparated. Of this we ean fcroi QO notion; 
but tbe Utoog^ though indistind:, ia dcHgbtftil, when 
the miiHl is calm and claat. 

** The riots in LoDdMi wtfa certainly bonible; hut 
you give me no account of your own sitaation during 
the barbarous anarchy. A deanipdon of it by Ih. 
Johnson would be a ipttt painciiig (*); yen write 
oaathv * London, t Intern/ 

I «m ohairmad with your eondemanding aSbetimiate 
ftpie e riep , '14 «a ktep oaoh othor'a kinriTips by ^ the 
ffirwe in our powwt*/my revered frfand I how elevating 
ii H to my Bdod, thoC^l am Anvid worthy to be a com* 

r 

O) t Ud not tosn h>s letten to Jfn. Ttarate. 
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paoion to Dr. Stmoel Johnson I All that you have sain 
in grateful praise of Mr. Walmsley, 1 have long thuugla 
of you ; but we an- both Tories, which has a very ge¬ 
neral ioflueiioe upon our sentiments. I hope tiiat you 
Will agree to meet me at York> about the end of tiiis 
month: or if you will come to Carlisle, that would be 
better still, in ca»e the dean be there. Please to con., 
sider, that to keep each other’s kindness, we tiiould every 
year have thit free and iutigiate comiDunication of mind 
which can he bad only when ne arc together. We 
should have both oar solemn ami our pleasant talk. 

1 write now for the third time, to tell you that my 
desiie for our iiioeting this autumn is mui^ ineressed. 
1 wrote to 'Squire Godfiey Kosville, my Yorkshire 
that 1 should, perhaps, pay him a vlbit, as 1 was to hold 
a conference with 1^. Johiisop at York. 1 give you 
my %'ord and hanoor timt 1 said not a word of lus in¬ 
viting you; bat be wrote to me as follows: — 

** * I need not tell you 1 aboil be happy to ace you 
here the latter end of thia month, av you propose; anil 
1 shall liken !k be in hopes that you will persuade Dr. 
Johnaon to finish the ccmihrence Iwre. It will add to 
the favour of yimr own company, if you prevail upon 
such an ta^date P assist your observations. 1 have 
often been, eDtartidirad with his writings, and 1 once 
bdonged to a dub of which he was a member, rad 1 
never spent an evening there, but T heard aomething 
from him well remembMing.' 

We have dnia, tny dear Kr, good cimifOTtablr 
quarters in tim neighbourbeed of York, where you may 
^ assured me ibail he heartily wdoome. 1 pray you 
then reaotve to set out; and let not the year 1780 be a 
blank in our aodad eaknd«r« and in tiiat recrad of wis¬ 
dom and wit^ whkh 1 keep widi m much diligenee, to 
your hoBouT^ aiul the ioatructioa aid dalii^t of others.* 


Mr. Dmie had notr another eoatteat for the ra* 

z « 
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presentation m pailiauient of tbc borough of South¬ 
wark. and Johii'ion kiurliy ient hini hi» aasistance. 
b} Miiting adu rtiMmenie and letters for him. 1 
sliali insert one as a ij»ecinu n (I): — 

10 HIE WOU1IIY EEECTOKii OF THB BOROUOII 

OF &OUTBWARK. 

O’Southmrk, Sept 5 1780. 

" Gpntlexrn, — A new parliament being now called, 
1 again MiUat tlio boqpor of being elected for one ot 
y.)ur upre^rntativcs; and aoUett it with the greater 
oonfid' nee, as 1 am not conacious of Ijaring m^lcctcd 
10 } duty, or of having acted otberwiae tbmi at beromea 
thi iiidipeodent rcprcbenutiire of independent constitu¬ 
ents ; bupeiior to fear, tfope, tad expectation, wboybai 
no pm Ate purposes to proBMte, and whose prosperity ia 
involved in the prosperity hit ooontiy. As my 
rirovcry from a very^aeverst distemper ia not yet perfect, 
T have declined to attend the hath end hoiie an omission 
so recebaary will not be htndily cmiuretL 


(l) Mn. Pioui exhibits Dr. Johnsoo m a new and unea- 
cbAiemr. as taking a parvonal port In one of Mr. I'hralv't 
contests for the borough. “Dr. Jcrfmwn,** hbt ny^ “knew 
l»w to he mairy with mean people^ at wall a> to ^ ead with 
theat I he loved the lower raakb of homsni^ with a ml afflrev 
ttoo. and though hM talenu and lismiog kept hrm always in 
the ipherwof upper fafct yet he sever lou aglit of die thne eiieQ 
Ml they riwred pats and ptasnirc m caamoD. A Soiwgk 
itactuMi onoe ihwwed me fah totsratum uf huMteroiu mirth, aid 
hit content la tba eaDpeny of psotrts whom one would have 
thought at fivst at|^ hctle ealeuliMd &r bM wetety. A rough 
fellow oM 4 i 9 oa such an onasun, a hattar by tradet sseuig 
Dr. JoMMOOVbaaformastataofdeear.NueditsoMnilyinth 

a hao^ and elapeiM him OB tba hacK with the other 1 'Ah, 
tar Jobmioiv'a^ha. ^ttoOftnatnae lobe tfcinlufie about 
tapta.’ *No, 00, dHi* rcphei our Doctor la a ohcwrfri Ume, 
< hata ait of BO use now, as you asy. except to throw up In the 
ak ahd bnaia with:’ accmpanyiag tas words with lb« Uvs 
atacticm Mkio.''» C. 
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'* f can only send my respectful wishes, that ali your 
di'lilH'rations may tend to the happinrsb of tlie kingdom, 
and die peace of the borough. I am, Genilemen, your 
most faithiul and obedient servant, 

** Htatav Tiiralc.” 

Lmaa 386 . TO TUK RIGHT IION. LAD^ 
SOUTnWKI.L(»), DUBLI.N*. 

** Bolt Court, Fknl Street, Sept. 9. 1780. 

— Among the numerous aildictses of con¬ 
dolence nhich your great loss must have occasioned, be 
pleased to receive this from one whose nsme perhapa 
you have ncvcr*heard, and to wtiom your ladybhip is 
Icunwn only liy the reputation of your virtue, and to 
whom your lord was known only by his kindnesb and 
benAcence. 

Your ladyship is now again summoned to exert tliat 
piety of which you once gave, in a btatc of pain and 
danger, so illu'^trions an example ; lii'd your loid'ii be¬ 
neficence may be ttill contiBn^ by those, who with his 
fortune inherit liis >inu«(U 

(1) Margaret, the secemd daughter, and one of the cu-heirasan 
of Arthur Coeil Hamilton, Esq. She trai mariii'd in 1741 to 
Thutniu G»irgr, tbS third Baroo, and hrat >nM<nint, Southwell, 
and lived with hon m the most jKrfvrt ennnubud felicity, till 
September 17S0, when Lord SouthwcU died; a hws abko she 
never ccaiad to lamoot to the hour of her own dismlution, in 
bar eirtty-flm year, Auguatl&lUOtt. Tbo " itlunniKia ctomide 
uf puny and fortitude” to wrbich l>r. Johnaim alludes, was ilte 
subuntting, when past her fifeeth year, to an exfremufy painftit 
mugkal opemoen, which she endured with ntraordinary finn- 
neai asd eotnpowrc, nuS allowitis herself to he Ued tu her chair, 
nor uttetlnp a nngle moan. 1 sUgR tribute of afibotion to 
the mttDOfy of two mew amStke end excellent ponons, 
who Vftw notlesediktinaulidied by their piety, bvncfieenc^ aod 
i"ib(i(taded charity, tbaa^ a suavity of ataeners which endeared 
tliwi to aU who knew (hc^ it ia hoped, will bo flnwlven fram 
one who was taodourod by thtb kindness and AicndiJupftomhli 

claldbaod.—M.. 
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" I hope to l)e foi^?eo the Hborry wltieh 1 tihall take 
of infom^g yonr ladyship, dut Mr. MauriUus Lowe, a 
•on of jrouT Ute lord's father(>), harl, hy recommemla- 
tion to your lord, a quartnly allowance of ten pounds, 
the last of which, due July 5t6., he has not received: he 
waa ill hourly hope of his lemittaiice, and flattered him. 
sdf that on October HG., be (dioald have received the 
whole half-year's bounty, when he was struck with the 
drcadfiiJ news of his benefactor’s death. 

May 1 presume to hope, that his want, his relation, 
and las merit, which excilM hit lordship's charity, wilt 
continue to have die 'same effect upon those whom he 
has left behind; and that, though be has lost one 
friend, he may not yot be destitute. *Your ladyship's 
daarity cannot easily be exerted where it is wanted 
more; and to a mind like yours, distress is a sufficient 
recommendation. I hope to be allowed the bonodr of 
being, Madam, &c. 8am. Joumbon.” (”) 

On his birthdayv Johnson has this nolo:" I 
aiu now be giuniug the sevcnty-sccoud year of my 


( 1 ) Thomasi tb« second Lord Southwell, who was bom Jan, 
7. I6a8>9, and died in London, Nov. IS. l?S8. Johnson was 
well acquainted with this Dubleniao, and said, ** he wat the higl^ 
est bred man, vithMt ineoleneoi that he w^s ever in rampam 
with." His younger brotber, E^mmd Southwell, lived in int^ 
inacy with Jransmi for many years.—C. 

(S) Amongst Mr. Lowe's poperi was found, in Dr. JoluKon's 
haiiaWTitinm the following draft of a lattCT which, no doubt, 
Jehnson hM sketebed ftir bis poor ftiend, sad whi^ srsa pi^ 
bdUy addrewed to the new Lari SoWkwtii. It has been ea 0 > 
tohiucatad to me by Mr. Marklaad; ^ 


LoaBclbe sUewsnMwfaiob yon an 
atbe . . Syltc, Pugst. Oftbe 
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debltfwsNiaMQ.SutSHay} ny ateditort were mw. Ml thsreftSe «r«»< 
Wmimm OvtMsialMn your twdiiMp^bouDW mi sl»sa mean lairrmu. 
MB. UerrsurlOfdtlilpitve loB( tade tMiiehsey.^todo aw msiiy 
UtMtyeHtovedSMamnytofd.yottMihlp’^ 
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lift*} with morr of body and greater vigour 

of mind than I think U common at that age *' But 
still he complains of sleepless nights and idle days, 
and fuigetfulncss, or neglect of resolutions. 1I(> 
thus pathetically exprtsses himst'lf: — ** Surely 1 
shall not sjieud ni} whole life witli iny own total 
disapprobation.'’ fi'r. & Mod., p. 185.) 

Mr. Mnrbeau, w horn 1 ifave mentinnod more than 
uiicc, as one of Johnson’s humble friends a deserv¬ 
ing but unfortunate man, being now o]>prcbsei by 
age and poverty, Johnson solicited the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor Thitrlnd* to have him admitted into tlie 


Chartei-house. 1 take the liberty to insert hU 
lordship's answer, os I am ed^er to embrace every 
occasion of augmenting the respectable notion whii h 
should ever be entertaiaed of myillustrious friend :— 




bem»t»7. FROM LORD TIITRLOW. 


** London, Oct SS. 1780 


Bm, — I have this moment received your letter 
dstnl the 19tl^ and returned from Bath. In die be¬ 
ginning of the summer I placed one in the ('hartreux, 
wtdioQt die sanction of a recoimnendation so disdnee 
and so authoritative aa yours of Maebean; and 1 am 
afhdd, that according to die csUhliahment of the house, 
the opportooity of mslditg the charity so good amends 
wia not soon recur. But whmiever a vacancy shall 
happen, if you’ll favour me widt notice of it, I will try 
to recommend him to the pUee, even though it should 
net be my mm to nomiDate. 1 am. Sir, with great 
vegaid, your BMit faithful and obedlat servant, 

“ Toonww." 


% 

Mr. Maebean was howorer) on Lord Thuriowa 
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ItominatioU) admitted into the Cliartrcuv in April 
1781: on whieJi occasion Dr. Johnson, v^ith tiiat 
beneyolenco by which he v as uniformly actuaU^d, 
wrote the following letter, which, for the sake of 
connexion, may properly b(‘ introduced here : 

LmraSSS. TO THK ULV. UIU VYSE, 

At J ambeth- 

Cwirt, April 10. 

'** Rnv. SiB, •'-The bever U one of my old friends, 
a man of great learaiiig, 9hom the chancellor hae been 
pleased to nominate to the Chartreox. He attends his 
grace the arrhbithop, to take the 03t|t required ; and 
being a modest scholar, will escape embarrassment, if 
you are so kind as to introduce him^ by which you will 
ilo a kindneib to a man df great merit, and add anytliei 
to those favours which have already been confenvd by 
you on, 6ir, &c. Sau. JoaKPox." 

LensaSKd. TO* JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

«Oct 17. 178a 

Deab Sih, 1 am sorry to write you a letter dtat 
will not please you, and yet it ia at last what 1 leacdve 
to do. Thia year must pass widunit an* interview ; the 
gumnier has hwn foolishly lost, like many other of my 
summen and winters. 1 hartfly saw a green field, hut 
staid in town to work, without irorlcmg much. 

" Mr. Thnles lota of health haa lost him the eleo- 
timi (>); ho is now going to Brighthelnutone, and ex- 

(t) "SIrk Thnle tUs very acutely. When, after Mr. 
Thrala*ii dmidi, a friend of Mr. Hran XwinMoa, tlira a cstidi. 
daw frsr South’Wnic, eanvaaiad Mrs. thrale for bar bUMest, she 
replied, **I wwh your friend sueods^ and thiiak be will have It; 
—henaypnftiably cowe In fbr two parUarosota; tmi if be trica 
for a thii^ w«rs he an ai^ui from heaven, the people of SauUh 
work would cry, 'KettWs mai^ butBaraM|M.'*>»JdiiiifB«^ 
Mm. voL 1. p. 46. <— C. 
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pectf nie to go with him ; and how long I staj, I 
cannot tell. I do not much like the place^ bat yet 1 
shun go and stay while my stay is desired. We must, 
therefore, content ourselves widt knowing what we know 
as well as mao can know the mind of man, that'we 
love one another, and that we wish each othcr’a hap¬ 
piness, and that the lapse of a year cannot ksaext onr 
mutual kindness. 

I was pleased to be tild that I accused Mrs. Bos¬ 
well unjustly, in supposing that she bears ine ill-will. 
1 love you so much, that 1 woi^d be glad to k>ve all 
that love you, and that you love; and 1 have love very 
ready for Mrs. Boswdl, if she thinks it worthy of ac¬ 
ceptance. 1 hope all the young ladles and gentlemen 
are welt. 

1 take a great liking to ydur brother. He tells me 
that his father received him kindly, but not fondly: 
however, you seem to have lived well enough at Au- 
chinlcck, while you staid. Make jour father as happy 
as you can. 

'* You lately tokt me of your health: I can tell yo\i 
in return, dial ray health has been ibr more than a year 
past better then at has been for many years before. 
Perhapa it may fdeaae God to give ns some time together 
before we are parted. 1 am, dear Sir, yours, most 
a^tiohately, Sam. Johksok.*' 

' Lmxa 390. TO THE RET. DR. VTSE. 

« Dee. aa 1790. 

• i 

-r I yon will for^ve. dm liberty I take, 
in aofidting yoo ^terpodtion'wjdt his grace the arcb- 
my flnt petitioa was stmeeeaful, andl therefore 
najime on a seoo^. 

'I^ matnm of the Chartreux is about to maign 
btf ]^)aee; and Msi. Desmoulins, a daughter of the 1^ 
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Br. Swinfen who wm Icnown to jour father, is 
Hearoos of ncaeding her. She hts bera sccuRtomed 
bjr keeping a lxMtfding>8chonl to the care of duhirm, 
Bod 1 think ia eery likely to diacbarge her dnty. She 
is in great distrese, and ^erefore may probably receive 
die benefit of a charitable foundation. If yon with to 
see her, abe will be willing to give an account of herself. 

** If you shall be pleas^. Sir, to mention b«- favour, 
ably to his grace, yon will dt a great act of kindness to, 
Sir, yours, &c. Sau. Johksok." 


Being disappointed in my hopes of meeting John¬ 
son this year, so that I couK War none of his >3'^ 
mirablc sayings, I shall'oompensate for this by 
inserting a coUecdon of them, for which I nm in¬ 
debted to my worthy friend Mr. Langtt^ whose 
kind commumoatidns have been separaC^f inter¬ 
woven in many parts of this work. Very few ar¬ 
ticles of diis collection were committed to writing 
by himself, he not having that babU; which he re¬ 
grets, and which those who know the numerous 
opportunities he bad of gathering the rich fruits of 
JohntonioH wit and wisdom, ihust ever regret .1 
h(Mvever found, in eonverution with him, that a 
good store of JoHNSOKiAltA was treasured in his 
mind; and 1 compiled it to Herculaneum, or some 
old tlosiian which, wb^ dug, fulfy rewards 
ihe.l^>^rer employedl The aatheikti<dty of eveorf . 
ardok is unquesdonablc. . For the expremow, 1* 
who wrote down in hit jHvsenc^ am partly 
ansWmnble; 

' ** Hkperitui si not deserving of ve^ respect as 
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a writer} as to the pastoral part, Virgil is very evidentlj 
su|'o«or. Ht‘ wrote, when there had been a larger in* 
iiux of JrnowMge into the world than when Theocritas 
lived. Theoeritua does not abound in description, 
U>ougb living in a beautiAil country: the manners 
painted are coarse and gross. Virgil has much more 
description, more sentiment, more of nature, and more 
of art. Some of the most excellent parts of T^ieoeritusare, 
where Castor and Pollux, gogig with the other Argonauts, 
land on the Bebrycian coast, and there fall into a dis¬ 
pute with Amycus, the king of that country : which is 
as well conducted as Euripides could have dune it; and 
the battle is well related. Afterwards Uusy carry off a 
wom«i, whose ,Vu brothers come to recover her, and 
expostulate wiilt Castof and Pollux on tlielr ii^ostice; 
bat they pay no regard to the brothers, and a battle en- 
suet^ where Castor and bis brother are tfiampbanU 
Theocritus soetns not to have seen that the brothers 
have their arlvantagc io dxdr aa^ment over his Ar¬ 
gonaut heroes. * The Sicilian Gdsaips' is a piece of 
merit. 

^ CallimachuB is a writer of little cxcdlence. The 
chief thing to be learned from him is his account of 
Rites and Mytlrology; which, though desirable to be 
known fbr the sake of understanding other XMirta of an- 
eimt authors, is die least pleadng or valuable part of 
their snitings. 

” Maittaire's accoont of the Stepfaani is a heavy book. 
He aeetns to have been a pusale-beaded man, with a 
' laige share of aeholxnhip; but widi little geometry or 
]o(^c in his head, without metliod, and possessed of 
little genipa. He wrote Latin verses from time to tirar, 
and puldHltod a set’ in his old age, whiidi be called 
* Sei^/’ in irhich he ^ws so little learning or taste 
m as to,, Carteret a dactyl, in toazters. 

of geneik^ it is neqeasary to give the b^ names sw 
they are] ^ poetry, and in prom of any ^ehyjaMe 
ui tl'f >rzmn& ifyey require to have inflection given to 
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them. Hia book of the Dialects U a aad heap of eon 
fusion; the only way to write on them is to tabulate 
them wi& notes, addetl at tlte bottom of the page, and 
references. 

It may be qu'.-tioiied, whether there is not some 
mistake aa to the naethods of em]i)oyiDg the poor, seem, 
ingly on a supposition that there ia a certain portion of 
work left undone for want of persons to do it; but if 
that is otherwise, and all tM; materials we have arc ac¬ 
tually worked up, or all the maimfactures we can use 
or dispose of are already executed, then what is given 
to the poor, who are to be set at work, must be taken 
from some who now have it: as time must be taken for 
learning (acconling to Sir Vi’Uliaro Petfy’s observation), 
a certain part of those very matcriala that, as it is, arc 
properly worked up, muSit be spoiled by the unskilful¬ 
ness of novices, may apply to well-mcauing^ but 
misjudging persons in partioulars of this nature, what 
Oiannone said to a mdnk, who wanted what be called to 
Mncert him: ' Tu*8ci «an/o, put lu non set fitomfihn' 
It is an unhappy circumstance that one-,.h)i|^ht give 
away five hundx^ pounds a'year to thoao^^t impor¬ 
tune in the streets, and not do any good. 

There is nothing more likely to betray a man into 
absurdity than oondssosimon, wbm. he seems to au|u 
pose his understandit^ too p^erftd for his company. 

“ Having a^ced^^r, Langton if hia fkdMr and 
mother had sat for pictures, which be thon^t it 
right f<H' each generation of a family to do, and bdng 
told Uiey had opposed ih he said, * Sir, among the an- 
fraetttosities of the human mind, I know not if it may 
not be one, tlmt th^ is a supentidous rcluctaim to st 
Ibr a picture.* 

''John Gilbert Cooper related, that soon aftoc the 
imblication of bis Dictionary, Garrick being .aak^ by 
Johnson what pec^la said of it, told httn, that-ai^ng 
other animadversiom, it was olgected that he eked 
thoritiei which were beneath the of iaib a 
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'work> aad mentioned lUcherdeon. * Nay,’ said John- 
son, ' I liave done worae than that; 1 have dtcd thee, 
David/ 

“ Talking of expense, he observed, with what mu- 
nidcence’k great merchant will spend his money, both 
from his having it at ctHninand, and from his enlarged 
views by calculation of a good effect upon the whole. 
‘ W'^hereas/ stud he, * you will hardly ever find a 
country gentleman, who is yot s good deal disconcerted 
at an unexpected occasiun fur his being obliged tu lay 
out ten pounds.’ 

'' M’hei) iii good humour, he would talk of hia own 
wriiingB witlt a wonderful Crankocss and candour, and 
would even cn<aciKe them with tlie closest severity. 
One day, baviiig rea<l over one of his Ramhlfrs, Mr. 
Langton asked him, how be likpd that paper; ho shook 
his hiad, and answered, ‘ too wordy.* At another 
time, when one was reading his tragedy of ‘ Irene,’ to 
a company at a house in the country, he left the room; 
and somebody having asked him the reasou of this, }ie 
replied, * Sir, I thought it had been better/ 

Talking of a point of <ielicate scrupulosity of moral 
conduct, he said to Mr. Langton, * Men of hander 
minds than ours will do many thinga from vlUch you 
and I would shrink; yet, Sir, theydo 
more good in 1^ than we. But let tts tty to help one 
another. If thm be a wrong twist, it may be set right. 
It is not probaUe that two people can be wrong the 
same way.’ 

** Of the preface to Capd’s Shakspeare, be said, * If 
the man would have, come to me, I would have en- 
deavoored to ** endow, his puipoaes with words; for as 


it iiL he doth gabble monstrouriy.” * 

related that he bad once in a draun a contest 




0) “When thou 
cD^wed thv Durpo« 


lowed thy purposes WA 


pMde Hke a tiling most brutisb, 1 
rdL”^7imj*a, »ct i. 2 — C - 

A A' ' 



S 54 > tin <ur jouwolf, 

«* 

yf irit vidi Maui* o^hw |>enen, and dut he was voy 
macib awdi ad W imaxialBg that hii oppooent had die 
heMcr (tf IdiB*^ ^Khv/hwI he, ' rae may mark here 
the ejlhet af deep in weakeouiy- the power of reflection ; 
fok had hot my taikd me, I ahould ha>e aoea, 

diat ^ wit of tbu nippobed antagouat, by «hoac 
perionty 1 felt my&eU deprevcd, waa aa mu^ furnished 
bv me^ M that which I thought 1 had been uttering in 
my own ^araeter/ , 

“ One evening in company, an ingenious and learned 
gentleman read to him a letu. of compliment which he 
had received flora ole of the profesaorh of a iuteign 
university. Johnson, in ao imtablt flt, thinking then 
was too much ostenution, oaid, * I nrter r»ceive8n> of 
theae tributes of applause from abroad One instance ' 
rfeoHert of a foreign piibheation, in which mention ik 
made of ItUusire l^kmayi (*) *' 

Of Sir Joshua Reynolda. he said, ‘ Sii, I knon no 
man who hat. paaM*d th^gh life with more o urt ition 
than Ileynolda ’ 

" He repeated to lifr. Langton, with great energy, in 
the Greek, our Savioar’a grarioascx])nasion concerning 
the forgimiesR of Mary Magdalene 0, 'tl ater/v 
dr^ewKr ( «' cMnjv. * Thy faith bath saved 

thee; go m p(»urc. (Luke, vii. 50.) (') He t>aid. ‘ The 
manner of this dismission is exce^h^ly afieeting.* 

“ H( thus deflned the difference tetween physical 
and moral tiudi: * I^ysical truth ia, when you tell a 
thing 8b It actually la. Moral truth u, when you tell a 


(I> Secretuy totbe Bntub Ilemi^ FMbory, rMBarkohlefor 
an axtntordiBiK^ number of occ aiional vaiaeis o A of eminent 
jMnk — He WM ea indcfbagabtetneideinr for the bonk- 
mun, " haitU BOMireA a knowledge of dw IsMaagee, arDr. 
^(rtuwnii toM Bawkmo, by u«^g at teno-boums frui> 

fltvantadbf 

< da m A | |IMW. f |wt thswMpi Argivm was Mary 
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thiDg nneercly and precisely as it appesra to I 
ny such a one walked across the street ; if he MaHy^' 
did so, I told a physical truth. If I Ihoii^rt so, diDttgii ‘ 
1 should hare h^ mistaken, I told a truth. (^) * 
'' Hufi^ioa, the translator of Ariosto, and Mr. 
Thomas Tf'arton, in the early part of hit Ihcraiy life, 
had a diapute conceminp that poe^ of whom Mr. 
Warton, in hia ' Observations on Rpenaer’t Fairy 
Queen,’ gave some areonntswbieh Hof^ns aMemptid 
to anawer with violence, aud aaid, ‘ I wiU 
longer againat his netcienrr.' Rt^tgtna vrg» iMlMr pf 
the subject, but wanted expression. ^ afcy' Wi i ii w fi ^ 
knowledge of it was then ksperfoct,hfis mhlnm 
hicly and elcgatit, Johnson Htid, * It qipcara tp fte, 
that lluggiiu. baa baU wMlont powder, and ‘l^frfeESn 
powder without ball.' • 

'’•Talking of die farce of ' High Life below StaiMi,* 
he said, ' Herr is a farce which is reaDy .vvy divettiag 
when you see it ai'ted, and yet one may read it and twt 
kuow that one hu bem reading any thing at alL* 

“ He ubed at one time to go occ|siooafly to die 
green>room of Drary4ane theatre, where he was much 
r^arded by the players, and wu very easy aad 
tioua with them. He h^ a very high opUtfA of 
Clive's’comie powers, and convent more irid) 
than widi any of them* He saiil,' Clive, 
good thing to sit by; she always onderitaBdi 
aay.* And ^ said of him, * 1 k>ve to lot 
Johnson ; he alweys entertaina aoe.’ One Bij|^ 

‘ The Becruifmg OBecr* wu acted, he asJd to 
Holland, who had been expreadag an aMWehatNMm ^at 
Ih. Johnson would (Uaddn die weria of FhrgnW. 

' Mo, Sr, I think Mugohar « man wboae writii^ hnve 

t>Wll|f» H!lll DHZit.* ’ 

aeastniaadte ddhtoocsbetwasn aaual sod ptaftM 
is H LoS?r *Jjw^ Homan 

' '**”'****’ AA 9 
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occasion to say,' That youug gcnUcnan seems to have 
little to do.' Mr. Bcauclerk obserrcd, ‘ Then, to be 
sure, Spence ttmted round and wrote tliat down;' and 
went on to say to Dr. Johnson, ‘ Pope, Sir, would have 
said the same of you, if ho had soeu you disiJlliug.' 
Johnson. * Sir, if Poi>e had Udd me of iny distilling, 1 
would have toid him of his grotio.' (*) 

“ He woulfl allow no settled indulgence of Idleness 
upon principle, and alway* repdkd every attempt to 
urge excuses for it. A fiiend oik diiy suggested, that 
it was not wholesome to sludy stion after diuAcr. Jojin- 
80 N. * Ah, Sir, don't gh’c way toVuch a fancy. At one 
lime of my life 1 had taken it into luy heatl tiiat it was 
not wholesome tif Ktutiy Ijclweeu hi'eakiast and dinner. 

“ Mr. Ueauclerk one day lepeatcd to Dr. Johnson 
Pope’s linos, • 

‘ I-rt mfKtcsi I'o'.tcr, «f be wUI, cicrel 
Tco lll«t(0|K)lJt■->u^ in lueacbing well; * 

then asked the doctor, ‘ t\'hy did Pope tuty this?* 
Johnson. ‘ Sir, he hoped it would vex someliody.’ (^) 


(1) This would hare boon a very iriAdcQuatc rel<^ fo** Joha- 
600 R chemiRtry wa« a inert' jutRijmc, whiw PopcS ^ofto wns, 
although omaincnlcd, a useful, and evea necessary work. John¬ 
son has expiaiueii hia views of Ihw point very copion‘Jy In bis 
Life uf Vov^x where be says, iha« being under rlic nccc^^ty 
of making a subterruniKUw pnj^segc to a garden on the other muc 
of the roadj Pope fld<irned it with fowil bodjifs, and <iigtnnw it 
with the tide of a grotto—a place oi wlence and rai-eat fr^ 
which he cndeiiVtfUixsi to persuade his rhcitd** and himself tfWt 
care and wsions could be excluded, A grtJtu> is not often w 
H-ish or ntva<ure of an Engltshniuth who has more frwjuent need 
tofollcit than to exclude the sun; bat Pope's excavation wan 
rMiuisita an an entnu^i to hix garden; and as some men try 
io he priMid of their dofect 8 » he extracted an oniameiJt from an 
tm*onvenicDcts and vanity produced a grotto where necessity 
I'ufoiccd a pa.s>Bge,^— C* 

(fi) Dt. James Foster was an eminent preariw anumg ^ 
disseotefi; and Pope professes to prefer hte ment in so mi^o 
a sfatibn to the more tplendid ministry of the 
Pope‘s objtsct cerudttly was to vex thockrgjr; but flit. l»aau« 
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Dr. GoldB!nitiK,.upoii occtsion of Mrs. Lennox's 
bringing out a plsy(0> uid to Dr. Johnson at the 
(dub, that a person had adviwd him to go and him it^ 
because she bad attadtcd Shakspeare in her book called 
** Shakspeare IDustrated.’ Jounso.n. ‘ And <lid not you 
tell him ^t he was a rascal ? ’ Oolpsuith. ‘ Ho, Sir, 
1 did not. Perhaps he might not mean what he said.' 
JoBKBON. * Nay, Sir, if he lied, it is a different diing.’ 
Colman slily said (but it it- believed Dr. Johnson did 
not bear him), * Then the proper expression should 
hare been, Sir, if you don't lie, you 're a rascal.’ 

** His affection for Vopbam Beauclerk was so great, 
that when Beauclerk was labouring under that severe 
ilhiess which at last occasioned his death, Johnson said 
(witli a voice faltering with emotion), * Sir, 1 would 
walk to the extent of the* diameter of the earth to save 
Beauclerk.' '' 

One night at the dub he produced a translation 
of an epitaph which Lord Elibank bad written in £n> 
glidi for his lady, aiAl requested of Johnson to turn it 
into Latin for him. Having read Domino de North et 
Grayi^"), betud to Dyer, 'You see. Sir, what bar. 
harisms we are compelled to make use of, when modem 
titles are to be spedffcdly mentioned in Latin itiscrip. 
ti<ms.’ When he had read it once aloud, and ffaere had 
been a genesal approlMtion expressed by the company. 


cleric probably meant to atlc ~ what U by no means so dear -» 
how these two lines bear on the general de^gn and argu> 

ZQfiSta 

I, 


J l) Probably « The 

ft et ^ 


ft Mifimxiod oDe ni^ 

mswt et Covent OurdeHf in i? 69 « Dr* Ooidanith wrote an oa* 
ouftrit cplogue to it ^ Me 

(t) Xiord SUbnk toftirled « Dutob lad;^ Mtiift Mmaret de 
Yoqm tbe widoir of Lord' North ind uray# Mr# Langeon 
miatSw the p hr ftie» wbtoh in Che epitaflkt in^ied to the 
boAendg Xfp mi es Ori^t sBd not to Cte lady» Z)e« 
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he eddressed himself to Mr. Dyer in particular, and 
aaid, ‘ l^r, I beg to have your judgment, for I know 
yonr nicety.* Dyer then very properly desired to read 
it over again ; which having done, he pointed out an 
incongruity in one of the sentences. Johnson immedi¬ 
ately assented to (he observation, and said, * Sir, this is 
owing to an alteration of a part of the sentence from 
the form in which I had 6rt>t written it; and 1 believe, 
Sir, yon may have remarkoi, that the making a partial 
change, witliout a due regard to ihc general structure of 
the sentence, is a very frequent cause of error in com. 
position.' * 

" Johnson was well acquainted with Mr. Doasie, 
autlior of a Treatise on Agriculture ('); and said of 
him, ‘ Sir, of the objects which the Society of Arts 
have chiedy in view, the cbymical effects of bodies 
opeilting upon other IkmIIcb, he knows more than almost 
any man.' Johnson, in order to give Mr. Dossie hie 
vote to be a member of this society, paid up an arrear 
which liad run on for two years. *Od this occasion he 
mentioned a circumstance, as characteristic of the 
Scotch. ' One of that nation,’ said he, ‘ who had been 
a candidate, against whom 1 had voted, came up to me 
with a civil dotation. Now, Sir, this is their way. 
An Englishman would have stomached it and been 
sulky, and never have takes furrier notice of you; but 
a Scotchman, Sir, though you vote nineteen times 
against him, will accost you with -equal complaisance 
afto* each time, and the twentieth time, Sir, he will get 
your vote.’ 

Talking on die sulgect of toleration, one day when 
some friends were with him in his study, be made his 


(1) Dossie also published, in two voU. 6ro., what was then a 
very usefal work, entiUed “ The Handmaid to the At%’* 
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usual remark, that the state has a right to r^ulate tlie 
religiM of the people, who are the children of the state. 
A dergjinaD having rt'adily acquiesced in tliis, JtAnson, 
who bved discussion, observed, * But, Sir, you must go 
round to mher states than our own. You do not know 
what a Bramin has to say for himself. (') In tihort. 
Sir, i have got no further than this: every man has a 
right to utter what be thinks truth, and every oUter 
njsn has a right to knock ha n down for it. Martyrdom 
is the test.' 

'' A man, he observed, should begin to write soon ; 
lor, if he waits till 1,18 judgment is matured, his in¬ 
ability, through want of practice to express his con¬ 
ceptions, will make the disproportion lo great between 
what he sees, and what be can attain, that he wUl pro^ 
bably he discouraged from writing at all. Aa a proof 
of the justness of this remark, we may instance wHat ia 
related of the great Lord Granville that after he 
liad written his letter giving mi account of the battle of 
Gettingen, be said, **Herc is a letter, expressed in terms 
not good enough for a uUow^handler to have used.’ 

** Talking of a court-martial that was sitting upou a 
very momentous public occasion, he expressed much 
doubt of an enlightened decision ; and said, that per¬ 
haps there was not a member of it, who, in the whole 
course of bis life, bad ever spent an hour by himself in 
balancing probal^ues. (^) 

(l) Here land Macartney remarks, « A Bramio, or any 
caste of the Hindoos, will neidter admit you to be of tboir re^ 
eion, nor be eduverted to yours: tiring which struidc the 

Portuguese whh the greatest astoaithnient when fltey int dis- 
coverod the East Indies.” 

the first Earl GraonUe, who died January «. vnSm 

As Mr. Langton’t anecdotes are not dated, it is not Mnr 
to dotenniae what eourt-inarUal this was; ptobahly'—as Sir 
JataeiMaeldntoibsuggcsts—AdnimaKrp^’s,iti 1780 .—C. ; 



LAKGTON’S COlLECTAXEA. 861 

Goldsmith one day broaght to the club a printed 
ode, wliich he, with others, had been hearing read by 
its author in a public room, at the rate of Atc shillinga 
eacli for admission. One of the company having read 
it aloud. Dr. Johnson said, ‘ Balder words and more 
titiiurous meaning, 1 Uiinlc, never were brought together,' 
“ Talking of Gray's t-tdes, lie said, ‘ They are forced 
plants, raised in a hotbed; and they are poor plants: 
they uru hiii cucumbers afte^all/ A gentleman present, 
who had bmi running down ode-writing in general, as 
a (>id sju'cics of poetry, utiluckily said, ‘ Had they been 
li'erally cucumbers, they had huCn better things than 
iKles.’ ' Vt's, Sir,' said Johnson, ^ for a hog.' 

“ His distinctfon of the diiFerent degrees of attain- 
ment of Ivarning was thus marked upon two occasions 
Of Queen F.lizabeth he s.aid, *£be bad learning enough 
to hiKe given dignity to a bishop;’ and of Mr. Thomaa 
Davies ho said, ' Sir, Davies has learning enough to 
give credit to a cWi^man.’ 

“ He used to quote, witli great Varmth, the saying 
of Aristotle recorded by Dit^eiies Laertius; that there 
was (he same diderence between one learned and un¬ 
learned, as between the living and the dead. 

It is very remarkable, that he retained in his 
memory very slight and trivial, as wcU as important, 
things. As an instance of this, it seems that an inferior 
domestic of the Duke of Leeds had attetnptcd to cele. 
brate his Grace's marriage in such liomely rhymes as he 
could make; and this curious composition having been 
sung to Dr. Johnson, be got it by heart, and used to re. 
peat it in a very jdeauitt manner. Two of the stansaa - 
Were these; — 

* Wihin the Duke of Leeds shall mamed be 
To a line young lady of high quality, 

How happy will that gentlewoman bn 
Id bis Once of Leeds's good company! 



S62 


Lire OF joaN$ov» 


I 


i She shall have all Aat*a line and fair^ 

And Che hmst of «lk and satin shall wear; 

And ride in a coach to lake the aio 

And have a bouse in Sl Jamea'Mquare. *(1) 


To bear a man of the weight and dignity of Johmos 
lepeating such humble attempts at j>oetry had a very 
amusing etket He, however^ aeiiousiy obaerred of 
the last stanza repeated by him^ that it nearly comprised 
all the adranCagea that werfth can give. 

** An eminent foreigner^ when be was shown tlie 
British Museum, was very troobtesome with many ab^ 
surd inquiriea. ^ Ndw there/ 8ir^' said be, ' is the 
di^rence between an Engbshman and a Frenchman. 
A Frenchman must be always tal^ng, whether be 
knows any thing of the matter or not; an Englishman 
it content to say nothing) when he has nothing to say.* 
His unjust contempt for foreigners was^ irdl^d, 
extreme. One evening at Old Slaughter^ Coffee-house, 


(I) The corremmdftit of the Gentleman's Magaam who 
subAcribeb bioiMlr Scfuitis Aimishes the following supplement; 
** A lady of my acquaintance remembers to have heard her undo 
sing those bonUly sUnzaa more than forty«five years ago. Ha 
repeated the $econd thus: — 

** She ihsU breed eeuai iofUs nd hdWs Ikir, 

And ride abroad in a coach and Uvea pair. 

And thebeevAs 
Aadhare a boais,* Aa 

And remembered a third, whidi seems to have been the intrO' 
ductory one, and is believed to have been the only remdnhig 

the nukscflatdi^llhmtBSds hti A^ea 
Of achsnnini ronat lady tbat *» beautiful and wise, 
lS»f*Ilbe ihetaa|>ptsft >0ibassf7tWirp8iaBnd€rtTOSki«« 

Aa Ions u tbs sun aad moofl ahall tiae» 

And boir happy ihalL^ Ac 

It IS trith pleasure I add that this stanza could never be ntorr 
tndy than at this present time B. ~The 'Duke 

Md Uuchess of Leedf^ to whom Mr: BoswtU alludes in the 
tatter part of this note, were Francis the fifth duke, wbo dM in 
1799^ and Us second wife Catbexiiit Anguial^ who stiUaur* 
Vfves. Ct 
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when a number of them were talking loud about little 
inariers, he said, * Does not this eon^rai old Meynell's 
observation, For tmg thing I oee, foreigntrs are foot* ?' 

He saitl that once, when he had a violent tooth- 
auh, a Frenchman accosted him thus: Ah, moneieur, 
tone etudiex trap. 

“ Having sjwnt an evening at Mr. Latigton a with 
the llevcrend Dr. Parr, he was much pleased with the 
conversation of that leametb gentleman; and, a^er he 
was gone, said to Mr. Langtoo, ' Sir, 1 am obliged to 
you for having asked me this evening. Parr is a fair 
nian,(') I do not know when l*bave had an occaaioa 
of such free controversy. It is remarkable how much 
of a man's life titay pass witliout meeting with any in¬ 
stance of this kind of open discussion.' 

We may fairly institute a«criticism between Shak. 
spear# and Coroeilie, aa dtey both bad, though in a 
different degree, the lights of a latter age. It is not so 
just between the Greek dramatic writers aud Shakspeare. 
Itmay be replied to what is said by One of the reznarkers 
on Shakspeare, that though Darius's shade had pre- 
xdenre, it does not necessarily follow that he had all 
yui particulars revealed to him. 

Spanish plays, being wildly and improbably farcical, 
would please diildren here, a children are entertained 
with stories full of prodi^es; their experience not 
beii^ sufficient to cause them to be so re^ily startled 
at deviations from the natural course of life. The tna- 
ebiDery of the p^ans ia uninteresting to us; when a 
goddess appears in Homer or Virgil we grow weary t 
still more so in tlm Grecian U^edies, as in that kind 
of compoaticHi a nearer approach to nature is intended. 
Trt there are good reasons for reading romances; ss 

(1) When the corporation of Norwich applied to Johoson to 
paat'om to them a pn^wr muter for their mniinar.schout, he 
re coBU a w wlod Dr. on Us ceasing to be unher to Suiutier 
st-HaiTew. ^Uvaasr. 
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the fertility of inventian^ the beauty of etyle and ex- 
pressioit, the curiodty of seeing with what idnd id* per. 
fornuncea the age and country in which tiicy were 
written was delighted: for il is to be apprehended, 
that at the time when very wild improbable tales were 
well received, the people were in a barbarous state, and 
so <Hi the footing of children, as has been explained. 

** It is evident enough tbit no one who writes now 
can use'the pagan deiticsoand mythology; die only 
machinery, therefore, seems diat of ministering spirits, 
the ghosts of the departed, witches and fairies ; though 
titeae latter, as the vtJgar snpersdtion eouccmiiig th^ 
(which,, while in its force, infectctl at least tlie imagin. 
adoD of those that had more advantlge in edacation, 
though their reason set diem free from it) is every day 
wearing out, seem likel^to be of litUe furtlier assistance 
in the machinery of poetry. As I recollect, Hammond 
introduces a hsg or witch into one of his lovc-elegies, 
where the effect is unmeaning and disgust>ng.(>) 

The man who tises his talent of ridicule in creating 
or gnwsly exa^erating the instances he gives, who im. 
pates absurdidea that did not happen, or when a man 
was a little ridiculous, describes him as having been 
very much so, abuses his tah-uts greaUy. The great 
uae of deiiueadng abaurdtti«> is, that we may know 
how far human folly can go: the account, therefore, 
ought of absolute necesrity to be faithfuL A ^rtain 
character (naming the person), as to the general cast of 
it, is well described by Garri^; but a great deal of the 
I^naeoh^ he uaes in it is quite his own, pvticularly 
in the proverb comparisons, 'obedaate as a pig,’&c.: 
bttf 1 don't knoir whether it mi^t not be true <£ Lord 

(l) Not more so man the rest of the el^ty (dta fifth), which 
iaoarti^y, in miy point of view, the worst« all Uanunond’s 
produoiom. JohaMm exposes the absurdity of nodern inytho> 
logy vay fardbl; in his Life of Hearooiai. >.> C 
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that from a too gr»t eagoneM of prnae 
and [lopularityj and a politeness carried to a ridtculoua 
exci»B, be was likelj, after asserting a diing in general^ 
to give it up again in parts. For instance, if be bad 
said Ileynolda was the hrst of juunters, be was capatda 
enough of giving np, as objcetions might happen to be 
severally made, first his outline, — then the grace in 
form, then the colouring,—and lastly, to have owned 
that he was such a tnnnntfist, that tlie disposition of 
Ms pictUM’K was all alike. 

For )«>f|iitulfiy, as formerly practised, there is no 
longer the same ressoti. Hendof^re the poorer people 
were more numerous, and, from want of commerce, 
their iinans of getting a livelihood more difficult; 
therefore tfic supporting them was an act of great bene¬ 
volence: now that the poor c.fn find maintenance for 
ihem^Ivcii, and their labour is wanted, a general un. 
disceriiibg hoj^pitality P'nds to ill, by withdrawing them 
from their work to idleness and drunkenness. Then, 
fonnorly rents were received in kinil, so that there was 
a grcMt abundance of provisions in possession of the 
owners of the lands, which, since the plenty of money 
afforded by commerer, is no longer the case. 

'' Hospitality to strangers and foreigners in our 
country is now almost at an end; since, from the in« 
crease of them that come to us, there have been a sttf- 
licient number of ]>eopk- that have found an interest in 
providing inns and proper accommodationB, which is In 
general a inore expedient method for the entertaininent 
of travellers. Where the travellers and strangers are 
few, more of that hospitality subsists, as it has not been 
worth while to provide places of accommodadon. In 
Ireland, there is still hospitality to strangers in some 
degree; in Hungary and Poland, probably more. 

** Colman, in a note on his translation of TerstOBa 

4 


(.1 } Perhaps Lord Corke. •- C> 
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talking of Sbtki|»eare’6 learning, tsks, * Whet sa^ 
Farmer to this ? What aiya Johnson ? ' Upon this 
h« ohaerred, * Sir, ki Fanner answer for hunself: I 
never engaged in thia caBtroveny. 1 always said Shak. 
•peaie Latia enough to grammatidse his English/ 
A clergyman, whom he characterised as one who 
lored to say littk oddities, was affecting one day, at 
a biahop’s taUe, a sort of alineaa and freedom not in 
diaracter, and repeated, a# if part of * The Oid Mon 
With,' a song by Dr. Walter Pope, a verse bordering 
on licentiousnees. Johnson rebuked him in the finest 
manner, by first thoding him that he did not know the 
passage he was aiming at, and ditis humbling him: 
* Kr, that is not the song: it is thus.* And he gsve it 
right. Then, keldng stedfastly on him, ‘ Sir, there is 
a part of that song I should wish to exemplify in 
my own life * 


" May 1 govern mypascioDs with absolute s*Ay! 


I»ff 


Being asked if^Bames knew a good deal of Greek, 
he answered, ‘ I doubt, Kr, he was isnocu/us inter 
eeroot.'Q) 

** He used frequently to obaave, that men might be 
very eminent iu a profestdon, without our perceiving 
any particular power of mind in thtm in conversation. 
* It seems straiqje,' said he, * that a man should she so 
far to file ri^t, who sees so short a way to the left. 
Burke ia the only man whose common conversation cor¬ 
responds with the general fame which he has in the 

« s 

(1) Jtriinioiv in bis life of MiUoi^ after xnentiortinr that 
gmt poei'ff eatrurdinarjr fancy* that the woehl weA iu3eea^» 
and tfaat b» book was to be wmten in an age loo late bamc 

poeicft ibtii concludes: ** However inferjor to the beroea who 
ware bora i» better be might ettU be great among faiaoon^ 
tenpo|irta% with the hope of growing dejr greater 
dwlodle of posterity; be migm ctiU be a giant among the jptg* 
iDia» tte mwarch ^ Ae Boswui, Jiin. 
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world. Take up whatever topic you please^ be is ready 
to meet you.' 

A gentleman, by no means deficient in literature, 
having discovered leu acquaintance with one of the 
classics tltui Johnson expected, when the gcntlemsn 
left the room, he observed, * You see, now, how litde 
any body reads.’ Mri Langton happening to mention 
his having read a good deal in Clcnardus's Greek 
Grammar('), * Why, 6ir,’aRaid he, * who ia there in 
this town wlio knows any thing of CIcnardus but you 
and 1 ?’(^) And upon Mr. Langton's mentioning Aat 
he bad taken the pains to learn*by heart the Epietle 
of St. Basil, which is given in that grammar as a praxis, 
‘ Sir,' said he, never made such an effort to attain 
Greek.' 

** Of Dodsley's ‘ Public Virtue, a poem,’ be said 
' It Whs fine blank' (meaning to express bis usual con¬ 
tempt for blank r-:se): however, this miserable poem 
did not sell, and my poor fiiend Doddy said iSiblic 
Virtue was not a subject to interest the age. 

“ Mr. Langton, when a very young man, read Dods- 
ley’s * Cleone, a Tragedy,’ to him, not aware of his 
extreme impatience to be read to. As it went on, he 
turned bis face to the back of his chair, and put himself 
into various attitudes, which marked his uneasiness. 
At the end of an act, however, he said, ' Come, let's 
have some more; let's go into the slwigbter-houie 

( 1 ) Nicholas ClenaR!, who was bom ia Brab^'and ^ed at 
Grenada in 1543, waa a great traveller and linguist Beside his 
Greek Graminar (of which an improved edition was published 
by Voasiiu at Amsterdam in 1026% he wrote a Hebrew Gram¬ 
mar, and an account of his travels in various coontries, in Ladii 
(Ensroi^kauu Lihhi cmo, 8vo. 1556)—a very rare work, of 
vriiicfa there is a copy in the Bodleian Libraiy. His Latin (says 
tbeautiiorof KonvxAii DicTiONRAiai Hisroumoa, 1789) would 
have -been mtae pure, it he had not known to many kn- 
ghajeA —M. 

(9f) Mr. Langton, as bu been already observed, waa way 
nudious of Greek literature. — C. 



3S8 


LIFE OF JOHNSOK. 


•gtin, Lftoky. But I am afVaid there is more bJooi! 
than In'ains.' Yet he afterwards said, * When I heard 
you read it, I thoi^ht hi^er of its power of lanpuajrc ; 
when 1 read it myself, I was more sensible of its pa¬ 
thetic effectand then he paid it'a compliment which 
■tany will think rery extreva^rant. ‘ 8rr,' saifl l»e ‘ if 
Otway had written this play, no other of his piec4» 
would have been remembcreil.’ Dodslcy himself, wpon 
this being repeated to hirs^ sniil, * It was too much.' 
It must be remembered, that Johnson always appeared 
not to be sufficiently aenstble of the merit of Otway.(') 
' Snatches of readiug,’ said h<*. ‘ will not make a 
Bentley or a Clarke. They arc. however, in a certain 
degree advantageous. 1 would pu. a child into a 
library (where no unfit books are), H'od iet him read at 
his dioice. A child should not be discoura^t’d from 
reading any thing that he takes a liking to. f'om a 
notion that it is above his reach. If that be the ('.a.!*, 
the child will soon find it out and deciKt; if no?, h<- ut 
course gains the instruction; which is so much the rrori' 
likely to come, from the inclination with which he takes 
up the study.' 

** Tboitgh he used to censure carelcsviess witli great 
vehemence, be owned, that he once, to avoid the trouble 
of lorJfing up five guineas, bid them, he forgot wbexo, 
ao d)*' h ' amid not find them.. 

** A gentleman, who introduced his brother to Pr. 
Johnson was earnest to recommend him to the doctor's 
Rotioc, which he did by saying. ‘ 'n'lien we Iiave ^ 
blether some time, yon '11 find my brodier grow very 
oxtertaining.’ ' fiir/ said Johnson, * I can wut.* 

*' IVhcn the rumour waa strong that we shoidd have 
A^ar, because the French would assist the AmericasSf 

4 

( 1 ) Thw aiMitlon ctnic«niiaK iMenubilttjr io the 

wmre of Otnj i$ tuo 1 o&ce *sked hixth 

Mhoihcr Mdid not ebinV Otw «7 fyaquentlj Center; wfaen he 
iincwcre<t| be is all tovdemett.''-*-- Beuittr* 
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he rebuked A*friend vith some asperity for sapponag 
it, saying, ‘ No, Sir, national fai^ is not yet sunk 
6o low.’ 

In the latter part of hia life, in order to aatufy 
himstrlf whether his mental facnltiea were impured, he 
resolved that he would try to learn a new language, and 
fixed upon the Low Dutch for that purpose, and this be 
continued till he had read about one half of * Thomaa k 
Kempisand, finding ^at there appeared no abate¬ 
ment of hia power of aSquisition, he then deaiated, 
aa thinking the experiment had been duly tried. Mr. 
fiurke justly observed, tiiat ^s was not the moat 
eigiwout tri^ Lon Dutch bong a language ao near to 
our own: had^t been one'of the iMguagea entirely 
different, he might have been very soon satiafied. 

** Mr. Langtou and he having gone to see a free- 
maaou’a fUneral procesaiou when they werewt Bochester, 
and*Bome sokmn mnaic being played on French-boma, 
he Bud, * This ia the first time that 1 have ever been 
tffbeted I 7 muaiea} eounds;' ad^ng, ‘ that the im- 
pretaioD made upon him was of a melancholy kind.* 
Mr. Langton saying, that this e^t was a fine one, -p 
JoHtraoN. * Yes, if it softemi the mind ao aa to prepaip 
it ihr the reoeptioD of aahitary fedings, it may be gMd; 
but inaamudi aa it ia melanc^ly per ee, it ia bad.'(‘) 

** Goldsmitit bad bng a visionary project, that aome 
time or other, when hia tdrooffistancea should be easier, 
he WQ^ go to Alei^, in order to acquire a knowledge, 
aa SutW ™»gbt be, of any arts peculiar to t|)ie Bast, and 
iotiWbibe tl^ into Britain. When this was talked of 
ia'l^, JdinaoB’a anapaay, he said,' Of all men Gold- 

♦ s 

• O) Prehch-tMinw however, is so Ar from beinf mstaxw 
cb^wr m, that when the atnln is and in the field, tbera 
is noduns ao cinarftill It was toe moual occasion, and pro. 
htUp toe soletonttjr oT toe stnii^ toat produced toe {daiadve 
eflhcs Iwre mearioaed.—B csictt. 

VOL.V4I. BB 
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smith is the moM anflt to go oat upon sadi an inquiry; 
for be is utteiiy ignorant such arte as we aWdy 
possess, and consequently could not know what would 
be accessions to our present stock of mechanical know¬ 
ledge. Sir> he would bring borne a grinding barrow, 
which you sea in every street in Loudon, luul think that 
he had forniabsd a wonderful improremeat* 

** * Greek, Sir/ said he, ' is like lace; every man 
gets as fnndi of it as he can.’ (*) 

** When Lord Charies 1^, after his return from 
America, was preparing his drfence to be offered to the 
conrt-manial which he had demanded, having heard 
Mr. Langton as high* in expressionB of admiration 
of J 9 ha 6 on as he usadly was, he requested thst Dr. 

*■ Johnson might be introduced to him ; mid Mr. Lsngtm, 
haring mentioned it to Johnson, be very kindly and 
readily agreed; and, heis^ presented by Mr. Lw^n 
to his lordship, while under anrest, he mw him ae^rsl 
times; upon one of which occasions Lord Charles read 
to him what be had prepared, which Johnson signified 
his spprobttios of, si^iog^ ' It is s very good soldierly 
defence.' Johnson s^ that be had advised his lord- 
ship, that u it wu in vmn to contend with those who 
were in possessitm of power, if they would off^ him 
the rank (Mf tieotensst-geaersl, and a govemmen^ it 
would be better jud^ to desist frraa urging bis com¬ 
plaints. It u wd Mmwa fiiat his loidsbip died before 
the sentmice was made known. 

Johnstm one day gave high pTHse to Dr. Bentley's, 
venes is DodaleyV Co&totum, which he redted with 
hia uenal. energy. Dr. Adam Smith, trim was imesent, 
observed, in fata deduve professorial manner, * Very 
well, very wdL* Johnitm. however, added, ' 




l) ItdMoU be that tern was add twso^tlva 

yesnagt^ when lacs«aSTeryp}acaUywatsi*«wM» 
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diey are tery^ireU^ Sir; but you may obwrre in wha 
manner they are well. They are the foroUe ?enei (^) 

( 1 ) Dr, Johnaonf in hk Lift of Cowley, myvi that these are 
me only Eulish verses vrtikb BcMley is kncnm tohaye miU 
tan.*' 1 shall sere insert them, and my mders will 
them. 


** Who ttrivei to memit Firnewei* hiUp 
AaiS (hence poetic ImoxA Mnei 


lloit Am 


Must 


n aoeui 

if WlUl 


A>b. 

iws^fs or ce|le*i wine. 


ire Sues 


** Who Msture'i tiesiures would ceplors^ 
lier «iid w tem koow. 

Must bleh M lofty Newton suer, 

Hast stoop is delving WoMwiid low. 


Whs suidiss sneieot lews lod men, 
TonMfs^ ifts, ind inns^ end history, 
hluiC nnidiWt like Mdoo, days sod ah^ti^ 
And ia the cndlew libear die. 


Who tmrA io migioui 

wi2 


(Truth nia^ with wHh ngii) 

Like Whiftoa, wifiUng pya or stir^ 

B wideorsmfitor I 


laooen 


** But gnnt (Mr htnft hope long toll 
And ecsap t sbtmiie gsains Wowtk, 

Ah seteoocs, lU am bb BOil» 

^ Vet wbiiiowird, or whtt renowar 

** Bnvyi iiiDite in vulgir mill, 
fiery eSsi In sad stops hisylet& 

Sort with potsoaM ttmlsh Ms 
ftt iMmsad hU srofiii deoxlea 

**HsafesfiBM«is«r brwailA 
To sottaee end old boshe csaiDad I 
ImWMtfWa'd, bo's eiB*d patets 
DUMM adrmoed, bCstafthdUnas 
Ypt M esateot, 1 genoMe itsie be, 

OfmMrttbsea pawca, rtt wifl Mot .Booth 

V 

A. dlfiraB^ a&d • xoore sooumt^ of tho* 

■lllriMd wm it to M tomi in ** Tbe Gtovat of • Ccdlwtios 
M Original Pocaiu and TMadstime,* Ac. 13^ In tkis mis 
teSims tbe iMt ttBan, wi^h in Dodcln’s edpr is uoqu«stiwa»- 

•blfitnooiidv k ttne : •» 


tetertHuviif 

^'.ceBywri'.bl boib ooetnel,. 


B B r 
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ef a nun of a strong mind^ but not accu^tned to write 
verse; for dure is some uncoutfaness in the ex. 
presaion/ (t) 

" Drinking tea one day at Gtrrkk’s with Mr. Lang, 
ton, he was questioned if he wss not someffbat of a 
Vretic as to Shakspeare. Said Garrick, * I doubt be is 
a lit^ of an infidel.' * Sir,' said Johnson, * 1 will 
stand by the lines 1 have written on Sbikapeare in my 
prologue at the opening of your Aeatre.’ Mr. Langton 
suggested, that in the line, — 

* Aad pantiof Tinu toil’d after him fa vain,' 

Johnson .might have hkd in his eye du pasaage in the 
' Tempest,' where Prospero says of Mi^ui^,i 


She wQI outstrip all praise^ 


And make it halt behind her.' 

Johnson said nothing. Garrick Aen Tentored to*ob> 
serve, ' I do not think that the bappieat line in file 
praise of Shakspeare.’ Johnson exdaimed (smUilBg), 
* Prosaical rogues ! tfrxt time 1 write, 1H make'bo^ 
time and spsce pant.' (^) , 



jeccs; but the force, aeutenets, and Tivadty at Jaiamm were 
net to be found tbetk He had book-maJdBg ao mudi in his 
thoughts, and was «> chary iriiat be tuned to account 
in that way, that he once to Sir J^ua Reynolds, that he 
smcle it a rule, when in company, nenr.to tdk.of wbrt he un¬ 
derstood. Bcldeleik had for a Aoit time a pretty hM opinion 
of Smith's conversation. Garrick, after liatraing to him Ibfe • 
whUsi -aste one of whan his cxsectataoiB had been rdae^ tamed 
■Ulyto a fUeoA andwhi^erea faio), “What say ytmtofiilsT 
-rt? JSb^l.tWnk." ^ ^ 

(S) I in eensf to cm in the *■ Tranaaetiena ef lha Rayal 
Socdaty of J B d him i r glh* Vcd. 11. •• An Essay on the Chaneiar 
of HsmleX”- ■ilMsu, 1 riMold sappose, by a very young man, 
thou[^ called '** Severend^r who spehka with prcaumpnoM 
petoUnce of the Am litan^ ebemetcr of hb a^ Aafidst a 
dbody confiiiion of wesds {erhkb hath of lat* aoo oAenpemad 
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" It Is wdl known that there was fonoeiij a nid* 
custom for those who were saUini; upon the Thames t« 
accost each other as they passed in the most abnaive 
language tliey could invent ; generally^ kowever^ with 
as much aattiical hiunour as titfy were capable of pro. 
duciug. Addison pves a spedmeu of this ribaldry in 
Numb» 383. of * The Spectator,’ when Sir Rt^er de 
Ooverly and he are going to Spring>garden, (>) Jdin. 
aon was once eminently^successful in this apecin of 
contest. A fellow having attacked him with some 
coarse raillery, Johnson snsweivd him thus, * Sir, ycur 
wife, under pretence of hetpipg a bavdy-houte, is a 
reedver of stolen goods.’ One evening when be and 
Mr. Burke antis Mr. Langton were in company together, 
and the admirable scolding of Timon of Athens was 
mentioned, this instance of^Johnson’s was quoted, and 
thaugbt to have at least equal excellence. 

** As Johnson always allowed extraordinary 
talents of Mr. Burke, so Mr. Burke was fully sensible 
c£ the wonderful powers of Johnson. Mr. Langton 
recollects having passed an evening with both of them, 
when Mr. Builm repeatedly en^ed upon topics which 
it was evident he would have illustrate with extensive 


Id Scotland for metopkytki), be thus veotures to criticise od» 
of the noblest Unes in our " Bv. Johnson has ro- 

marked, that * Tine toiled .nfiOT tdm in vain.' But I should 
sppreiicnd, that this Is ea&rtiy to miitaSv the (garter. 3'imc 
toils after eoery greet man, as well as after Snwspesrc. 'Ibc 
vnrkiHgi of an ordiosiy mjnd imp indeed, with time; they 
mova DO foster; they sow their Wmwng, tkeir middle, md thetr 
end { bat suparior natures eaa rvmice theae into a point, 'fhey 
do not, inde^ eupprme thsm; but they tw^snid, or they tot* 
*hm upln^ The learaad spriety, uoder whose ssikv 

lion soA gdiUa Is uAsead into the world, wouU do veil to 
oftbr a pranhim to any one who will discover Its BManing. 

(1) VauchalL.-C. 


B S S 
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knowledge and ridmeM of expieation; but Johnson 
•IwAfB eased npon die eonfemdon, in whidi, kow- 
««er, he ocqaitt^ himself in a roost msstedy nismier. 
As ^r. Bnrlre end Mr. Lu^rton were wdking home, 
Mr. Burke observed that Jehniion had been very great 
that night: Mr. Langton jOHiod In this, bnt adM, be 
could have widied to bear more frmn another penon 
({dainly intiiDatlDg that he meant Mr. Barite). * O, 
no,’ laid Mr. Burke^ * it is e^Togh for me to have rung 
the bdl to him.' 

" Beauderk having observed to him of one of dieir 
friends, that he was nwkwsrd at eountrog money; 
‘ Wliy, Sir,’ said Johnson, ' I sm liLewise awkward at 
counting money. Bat then. Sir, the n^n is plain ; 1 
have had very litde money to count.’ 

** Hwhad an abborrene^ of affectation. Talking of 
old Mr. Langton, of whom he said, ' yon will cel- 
ilom see such a gentfeman, sudi are his stores of liters* 
tiuo. snch his knowledge in divinity, and sucli his 
exemplary life;' he added, *aod. Sir, he has no grimace, 
no gesticalation, no bursts of admiration on trivid 
occasions: he never embraces yon wi& u overacted 
cordiality.’ 

Being is company widi a gentleman who thought 
fit to maintain Dr. ^rkeley’s ingenions pfailosopby, 
that nothing exists but as ptnceived hy aoma mind ; 
when Uie gentleman was going away, JclmsoD said to 
him, * Fray, Sir, don't leave us; for we rosy perhaps 
fOTgtt to of yon, and dien yon will cene to 
exiati' ■ . , 

** CSoldsourii, t^os biskig vtrited by Joluistm tme day 
in ^Tetnide, saidtoMto widt a little jeilottsy of the 
appearthoe c^f^hda accommodaticm, * I duill aoon be 
in better chatubers-^lan these.’ J^naoh lU ^ toiaa 
,dme chedced him and paid him a handaome oomptiw 
ment, impljing that a sntn of hia ulcots dtould . W 
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jriravp attention to audi distinedons, — ‘ Naf, Sr, never 
minrl that; Nii te gturfiteru extra' 

At the time when his pension wss granted to hhn, 
he said, with a noble titeraiy ambition, * Had this hap¬ 
pened twenty years ago, 1 should have gone to Con. 
stantinople to learn Arabldc, as Pococke did.’ 

As an instance of the niceness of his taste, thot^h 
he praised West’s translation of Pindar, he pointed out 
the following passages ns faulty, by expressing a eir- 
cuinstancc so minute as to detract from die general 
dignity which should prevail: — 

‘ Down then fnrnt thj^alittering ngil, 

Take, O J^Iusc, thy Dorian lyre.* 

When Mr. Vesey(^) was proposed as a member 4}f 
the Literary Club, Mr. Burke began by saying that be 
A of gentle toarihers. * Sir,' said Johnson, 

* you need say no more. When you have said a man 
of gentle manners, you have said enough.' 

** The late Mr. Fitzherhert ^told dfr. Langton that' 
Johnson said to him,' Sir, a man has no more right to 
eay an uncivil dung, than to act one ; no more rif^t to 
aay a rude thing to another than to knock him down.' 

' My dear friend. Dr. Bathurst,* said he, with a 
warmth of approbation, declared he was glad that hie 
ihther, whp was a West India planter, had left his 
oSUrs in total ruin, because, having no estate, he was 
not under the temptation of having slaves.' 

** Richardson had litjle conversadon, expept about his 
own works, of which Sir Joshua Reyno^ ssdd he was 
always wiQing to talk, and ^ad to have them intro* 
dnoed. Johnson, wbra he earned Mr. Luigtim to see 
him, professed that he could bring him out ioto convers- 
ation, ttod used this afiurive expression, * Sir, 1 can 

t(l) Tb« Right Hoa. Agmondmhsm Vesey wm elected a. 
wnuMr of tbeTitaiary Club to I77t& sad died August . 
i7de.~.M. '“.i 
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make him reof.' But be ftikd ; fw in that interview 
Richardaon aaid tittk eiae than that there lay in the 
loom a tnnslation of hia CHarisBa into German. 

'' Once when aoroebody produced a neW8pai)er in 
which there waa a letter of atupid abuse of Sir Joshua 
ReynoUBj.ef which Johnson hiiuarif came in for a 
riiare,' Fray,' aaid he, * let us have it read aloud from 
beginning, to end; wUch being done, he, with a lu- 
dicTtns eameslneM, and not ^lii^tiiig hia look to any 
particular person, called out, * Are we alive after all 
this satire ?' 

** He had a strtmg prejudice agaiust jthe political 
character of Seeker, one instance of which appeared 
at Oxibrd, where he expressed great dissatisfacdoa at 
hia varying the old-established toast, * Church and 
king.' * The Archl^op qf Canterbury,' said he, with 
an a&cted, smooth, smiling grimace, * drinks, * Coniti. 
turion in dturch and state.'' Being asked what differ- 
ence there waa between the two toasts, be said, * Why, 
Sir, you may be sure hr meant some^ng.' Yet when 
the life of that prelate, prefixed to his sermons by Dr. 
Forteus and Dr. Sdnton, his diai^ns, first came out, 
he read it mth the utmost avidity, and said, ' It is 
a life w^ wiittra, and that wdl deserves to be re¬ 
corded.' 

'' Of a certain noble lord (>), he said, ‘ Bespeet him 
you could not { for he had no mind of his own. iLove 
him you could not; for that which you could do with 
him every toAadse ooold.* < 

Of Dr. Giddanuth he md, ' Ko man was mom 
fbc^di idten he had not a pen in his haiuL or more 

wise whm he had.' 

0 , 

** He told, in his lively manner, die following litertry 
aneedotef—'Oieeii and Guthrie, Un Irishman mtd a 

W 

(1) pa M ftllttifeo to pnbAfy tfit 

2iiil faWA»«iwCi 
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SflOtchmiB, undertook t trtnelatioD of Duhalde'i Historj 
ci China. Green said of Guthrie, that he knew no 
English, and Guthrie of Green, that he knew no 
French; and these two undotook to translate Duhalde’a 
History of China. In dus translation there was found, 
* the twenty-sixth day of the new moon.* Now, as the 
whole age of the moon is but twenty-dfi^t days,'the 
moon, instead of being new, was nearly as old as it 
could be. The Uunder apose from their mistaking the 
word nfuvieme, ninth, for nautirfle, or neute, new.' 

“ Talking of Dr. Blagden's(') copiousness and pre- 
cirion of communication. Dr. .^hnson said, * Blagdes, 
Sir, is a delightful fellow.’ 

“ On occasitAi of l>r. Johnson’s paUishing his pam¬ 
phlet of ; The False Alarm,* there came out a very angry 
answer (by many supposed tw be by Mr. Wilkes). Dr. 
Johwson determined on not answering it; but, in con¬ 
versation with Mr. Langton, mentioned a particular or 
two, which, if he had replied to it, he might perhaps 
have insert^. In the answerer’s ^mphlet, it bad been 
said with solemnity, ’ Do you consider. Sir, that a 
house commons is to the people as a creature is to its 
Creutor?' * To this question,’ said Dr. Johnson, * I 
could have readied, that, in the first place, the idea of a 
Creator must be such as that he has a power to unnudee 
or annihilate hia oeatuce. Then it cannot be eonoeived 
-Jut a creature can make laws for its Creator.' (^) 


(1) AfUrwardi Sir Charies Blagden. Hauifth More’s ac- 
esuntof himis, «« Doctor Blagden is Seerolary to the Kowl 
Society, to mod^ to tensibl^ sjm to kBowng that be exemp^ 
flat Pope’sbna. «>Willuigto(each,andyetBOt^tMidtoknow. 
— L^, Via. IL p. 96. — C. 

(S) Hit prefomid adondion of the Great 
aoch as to^ him abow dtat *• pWIoeophy and^ dejalt 
with which men narrow conc^Moos hava mwrtei * 

have heard him stragly maintain that 
ftmn ai7 natanTtatiii but becauae God wUla it to be 
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* Depend upon it/ he, * that iT a nan tailu rf 
hie miafortanea, there u homcUun^ in then that it not 
disa^treeable to him ; for where there ia nodung* hut 
pure misery, dieiv nerer it any ruooune to the mimtion 
of it' 

‘ A nan must h' h poor beast, that should rmil 
M more in quantity than he couM utter aloud.’ 

“ * Imlac, m Rosedaii/ I sjielt widi a e at the end, 
hpeause it it* kea like English, whldi should always 
have the baxon k added to the e/(>) 

' hiany a man ia mad in certain mstanoeb, and 
goer dirou^ life widiioat having it perceived. Fur 
example, a mailness has nciaed a peraon (3). of anxi- 
poaing himadtf obliged literally lo jAray oontinuaily: 
had the madaeaa turned the opposite way, and tiie per¬ 
aon thought it a crime ever to pray, it might not 
improbably have continued unobserved.’ 

He apprehended that the debneadon of eherai-trrt 
in the end of the fimt book of the ' Retieat of the 'J'on 
Thousand’ was the* first instance of the kuid Uiat 
was known. 

“ ' Suppoung/ aaid he, * a «afe to he of a studious or 
aipiinentstiTe tun, it would be very tronblenome: for 
instance, if a woman tboold continu^y dweU upon the 
•ul;ilect irf the Anan heresy.’ 

“ * No nan qieaka ooucerning anoUier, even suppose 
•t to be in bis praise, if he thinks he does not bear 

Jiad It» esrtSiiiU so, berawe hu fans pmlupcMd the rclatiutu 
«r Uiiim ooi m that which he wiU« must be ngbk 
(1) 1 hope tha auTbod^ of the great nuater «» language 
will stop-that eartailing htaunitiea by which we we cntie, j/iMe, 
&e. fbaqaaody wnttw tnttnd of mttOb, ptMtek, Sec. — B> — 
Why ahwnM we not retrench an obnsut superihuty? In the 
preoBduw puHre and enter were wriUan pti^qw atid rn 
Mfur. JAoibn'bbnw If, in a mvmoraadiHO among Mr. Auden- 
donh pa^wn, dated lo list, wriiM •* cake ftwt.” C. 

X iohanun had. oo doubt, hit poor fi-iond Smart in hit re* 
tKW! nteiur, Vol. 11. p. ITO. 
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liim, ex^y as* be woubl if be thought be was within 
hearit^.' 

'* ‘ Xfae ^plaaee of a single being is of great 

consequence.’ This he said to me with great eanMst- 
ncss of manner^ very near the tune of his decease, on 
occasion of having desired me to read a letter addressed 
to him from some persms in the north of ; 

which when 1 had done, and be aaked me what the 
contents were, as 1 thoucht being particular upon it 
might fatigue him, it beii^of great k&gth, 1 only t<dd 
him in general diat it was highly ia his praise; and 
then ho expressed himsdf ss ab^e. 

He mentioned with an air of satisfactiflo what 
BareUi bad tohV him; ^at, meeting in toe courae af 
his studjiing Knglish with an excellent paper in ^ The 
S(H.'cutor,' one of four that were written by the 
K{ioc{|^hl« (lisseuting minister^ Mr. Grove of TaunUm, 
and observing toe genius and energy of mind that 
it exhibits, it greatly quickened his curiosity to visit our 
country; as be th^ht, if auch^were the Uf^ttor pe- 
riodicH essays of our authors, their protUtetions ou 
more weighty occasions must be wonder^ indeed! 

'* He observed once, at Sir Joshua Beynolds’s, that 
a beggar in toe street wiU more readily ato alms from 
a man. thoBgb there ihoold be ae marks of wealth 
in bis appearanec^ than from even a w^dlKlressed 
wom«n(>); which he accounted for from the great 
degree of earefidaew as s^raey, toat is to be fou^ in 
women; uyii^ farther v|6m i^ toat the ||)porUuutiea 
in genoul toat th^ jmsseas of improving their con* 
dition are tnuto fewer than men have ; and adding, as 
be looked round the company, which conosted of men 
only, * Th^ is not one of us who does not toisik bs 
be richer, if he fMiild use bis esdeavout.' 

(1) Htente Is of a dtreetcootrary opinion. See kli •* SatrfW 
amtol Jimracy:” article, TSe M tfs ery . 
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“ Re tlun dimcteiued sn ingenioas writer of bit 
M^uaintance: ‘ Sir, he is aa eetbasiast by rule.* 

'' ‘ He may koU up that bbielo againtt aU hi* eas- 
mtw/ was an obserration on Homer, in reference to hit 
description of Oie shield of Adiilles, made by Mrs. 
Fttxherbert, wife to his friend Mr. Fitzherbert of Der> 
byshire, and respected by Dr. Johnson at a very fine 
me. He bad in general a very high opinion of that 
lady's understanding. ^ 

“ An obaerratioo of Bathurst’s may be mentioned, 
whidi Johnson repeated, appearing to acknowledge it to 
be well founded; naipdy, it was somewhat remarkable 
how seldom, on occasion of coming into the company of 
any new. person, one felt any wi^ op inclination to see 
him i^ain." 


Hub year the Reverend Dr. Franklin liaviug pun- 
lished a translation ot ** Lucian." inneribed to him 
the l^monaae tnns t 

** To Dr. Samuel Johnson, the Demonax of the pre* 
sent age, tlw piece is insmbed by a sincere admirer of 
his respeetsble talents, Tnn TaaNSLAToa.” 

Though upon a paiti^^ar cominrison of Demo* 
sax and ighnson, there ddjs not seem to be a great 
deal of cdndlarity between them this dedication 

' (1) TberefnvaBodotd^sotDe pdMiiniriucb Jobmondid 
not rsasMblc Demonoj who wu hi^bore sod rkh, verymililiB 

a ^ ^ 4 ' . _ __ ^ ^ _4 __4^ J 


’ [Lki*LhhLAil .^ ^N «r.g Vi>LTij 


lirsd toagrastagefat u&iterrupted beabh; but in manvocher 
sardculan Lurian's changer mohs very euiiou«b' aM»icsbU» 
IsJehSMe; and indeed Us tract tesenddes (in Uttia) ooswaU’s 
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is a juftt compliment from the general character 
given bf Lucian of the ancient sage^ aftfxv «v s>Sa 
ry» ^iXiire^y ym/uyer, the beat philosopher whom 1 
aave ever seen or known." 


own woriCf being a collection of cbeertationi on several topics, 
floral, critiesl, and re%ious, made by a philosopher of etvoag 
sense, ready wit, and fearless veracity; and the character which 
Lucian ascribes to the conversajon of Deroonax appears to me 
▼cry like (making due allowance for ihe difference of ancient 
a&d modern habita and topics) the e^le of that of Dr* JohD$oa» 
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